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Next Meeting - Tuesday, May 11th
MINI 5280 meets the second Tuesday every month. 
In May we meet at the Park Meadows Rock Bottom 
Brewery in the back room - Ask for MINI5280 at the 
front.  In June, look for a new location at Webb Mo-
torsports on Sante Fe near Highlands Ranch. 

Everyone is welcome to attend - topics for the next 
meeting include:
Club Business
Upcoming drives and events
MINI tabletop racing
Mission MINI video presentation 
by Kendall Gelner (Mission MINI attendee)

Welcome!  
This is the monthly newsletter for MINI5280, a club devoted to MINI owners and the cars that drive them.  
Through MINI5280 you can participate in club drives, meets, or even autocrossing for the adventurous!  What-
ever your style, MINI5280 is here to help you enjoy your MINI to the fullest.

Saturday, May 22 - Pawnee National Grasslands
Enjoy a scenic drive in northern Colorado through the 
scenic Pawnee National Grasslands. Meet and leave 
from the Dave and Busterʼs at I-25 and Colorado Blvd. 
at 8 am. It will ALSO meet and leave from the D & B 
at US 36 and W. 104th at 8 am.  These two groups will 
then meet at Krispy Kreme on 120th just East of  I-25, 
and we will ALL leave from there by 8:45. Hosted by 
Jonathan Souza

Saturday, May 29th - Mid Colorado Fun Run
A drive through Colorado Springs and up to Denver 
via 287.  A repeat of a drive the weather drove off last 
month!  Hosted by Brad

Saturday, June 5th - Mini Drive in Drive
Help discover just how many MINIs can fit into a 
drive-in theater!  Sante-Fe & Hampden.  Movie show-
ing is TBD. Hosted by Bridget Glass

Upcoming Events

Event Reports
Drive report:
MINI Canyon Run - April 17th, 2004

This run was well attended by 11 MINIʼs.  The drive 
started at the Stegosaurs Park n  ̓Ride lot at the Morri-
son exit from I-70 - note that this is the South-East lot 
- at least one MINI was spotted heading to the North-
east lot and was not seen again!

After waiting for everyone to gather, the group headed 
out to Idaho Springs.  After winding through town the 
group ended up at a lot on the other side of I-70 from 
the well-known frozen waterfall for a photo op.

After that came discussion.  The original plan was to 
head over to Blackhawk, then down Hwy 6 to Golden.  
A fine plan, but... might there not be an even more 
exciting route?  Indeed there was!  In true MINI spirit, 
the drive was re-routed slightly to head back to Golden 
from Blackhawk - but by way of Hwy 46, eventually 

Drive Tip: When attending a drive, make sure 
to bring a two-way radio set to channel 7, sub-
channel 21 (the standard MINI frequency)!

April Meeting - April 8th, 2004

This was the first official meeting with the new 
MINI5280 officers presiding - previous officers 
are invlved to help ensure a smooth transition, but 
a new set of officers are now overseeing all things 
MINI5280!

To start, Bridget Glass (one of the previous offi-
cers) introduced Nick Ko (Member Relations) and 
Kendall Gelner (Secretary) to all in attendance, and 
announced that Jonathan Souza was detained out of 
town in Chicago unexpectedly.

Nick spoke next.  He noted that we currently 
have 120 members and have a goal of 200 by the 
end of the year!  In order to help meet this goal, 
MINI5280 members need to inform everyone they 
can about the club - so if you run into a fellow 
MINI owner, make sure to mention MINI5280! In 
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arriving just north of Golden.

To end the drive the members stopped just shy of Downtown Golden 
at the Coors Credit Union lot, for a photo op and debriefing (and a 
chance for tired engines and brakes to cool down).  A number of people 
decided to linger for a group lunch downtown, where a fine time was 
had by all.  The group returned just in time to bring relief to a parking 
lot cleaner, who was wondering how so many MINIʼs ended up in this 
particular lot.

Continued from page 1
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order to help market MINI5280 to future members, a number of MINI5280 business cards have been 
printed - these cards can be obtained at club events and the monthly meeting, just ask one of the of-
ficers.  Everyone at the meeting obtained a few of these cards.

Kendall Gelner then spoke to a prototype of a MINI5280 newsletter (the final result of which you are 
reading now).   Kendall also talked about the possibility of an overnight fall color drive somewhere 
more distant than the foothills (with a group stay at a hotel somewhere) - many agreed that even an 
overnight drive would be a good idea and a lot of fun.  Look for more details on this in months to 
come, or attend the MINI5280 monthly meeting to participate in the discussion about the location of 
this drive.

Bridget then spoke of details for future drives; the Canyon Fun Run and the Mid-Colorado Drive.  
The report from the Canyon Fun Run is elsewhere in this issue, the Mid-Colorado drive was sadly 
canceled by weather and will be re-tried this month (see Upcoming Events on page 1).

To close the meeting Mark Fergusen (who hosts the MINI5280 web site and runs NorthAmericanMo-
toring.com) showed a number of custom MINI buttons he had ordered for the club officers, with an 
eye towards eventually allowing club members to purchase buttons as well.  These buttons are fully 
customized to match the details of the ownerʼs MINI - Roof/Wheel color, rally lights, flags, etc.

Attendees and officers alike all settled in to dinner and individual discussion.  One interesting tidbit 
I overheard from “Jon” is that Meter Maids in downtown Denver are fearsome about enforcing the 
“front plate law” with tickets.  Even plates placed in a window will not do, they must be mounted.

So if your MINI is euro-style, make sure to find a parking garage when heading downtown!

Continued from page 1
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MINI in the News
MINI Convertible

The MINI Cabriolet (as the Europeans call convertibles) is on the 
way this year!  A Cooper version for sometime in the fall, and a 
Cooper S version to follow.  If you want one itʼs never too early to 
get on the waiting list - at last count there were over 60 people lined 
up at Schomp!  US Pricing has yet to be announced, but expect to 
pay extra for the luxury of a droptop.

Look for a full feature on the MINI Cabriolet in future issues.

Performance Boost for 2005 S

The 2005 MINI Cooper S (and convertible) model are under-
going a slight update, with an increase of around 7hp.  This 
brings the official 0-60 time from 7.4 to 7.2 seconds for the 
standard Cooper S.

The gearing is also undergoing a slight update, with reduced 
ratios for third, fourth, and fifth gears along with a Getrag 
manual transmission for the Cooper.

Autoweek MINI relationship deepens

Autoweek published a third-quarter update featuring a 
growing fondness for the MINI - it has held up well with 
few problems, and they like the storage space.  The MINI 
is also just as responsive as the first day they received it, 
as the rest of us MINI drivers already can attest to...

 Click here for full text of article.

FUTURE MINI CONVERTIBLE OWNERS
Will you be the first in town with a new MINI convertible?  MINI5280 is ar-
ranging a ceremony to honor the arrival of the first convertible to Denver, please 
contact a MINI5280 officer if you are early in line!

http://www.mini5280.org
http://www.autoweek.com/cat_content.mv?port_code=autoweek&cat_code=longtermtests&loc_code=index&content_code=04794148
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MINI5280 Member Profile - Bridget Glass

Name Hometown

Occupation

MINI Highlights

MINI Name

Choice of present for MINI, price no object...

Your favorite MINI adventure

Future MINI Plans and Adventures

Bridget Glass Denver, CO

Media Buyer.  I work for an Advertising Agency and actually get paid to spend other peopleʼs money.  Not such 
a bad gig!  I buy space, air, time...I guess, in reality, I pretty much buy nothingness....and you thought YOU had 
an important job!

Pure Silver/Black 2003 MINI Cooper S.
Born October ʻ02.   

Monty.  Possibly derived from Monty Python,
Full Monty, or something like that.

A whole new front-end/bonnet!  Due to an unsightly spreading chip, I would like to spiff up my MINI with a 
brand new bonnet, clear-bra, stripes style to be determined), and some rally lights!

While living in London I fell in love with the Classic Mini that parked outside my office window every day.  
While not busy daydreaming about the Mini on curvy English roads, I worked for an Estate Agent marketing 
the sale of restaurants, hotels, and pubs.  Pubs?  Did someone say Pubs?!  When I got the chance to take a Mini 
for a spin, I knew.  When the new MINI became available in the US, I just had to have it!

Why a MINI?

On a roadtrip back from Vegas with mini5280 member Maribeth, we made the unfortunate mistake of stopping 
for gas in Middle Of Nowhere, Utah on a Saturday evening.  Upon our attempt to escape Middle of Nowhere, 
a nasty cattle grate attacked my MINI.  We pulled over to investigate what sounded like a huge explosion and 
a launching rocket. Apparently runflat indicators donʼt light up when you have a severe gash in your rear tire.  
Who knew?!  Fortunately Middle Of Nowhere, Utah had a hotel, but unfortunately no tire shops open until 
Monday or Tuesday.   It was either get a tow to Salt Lake City (for a flat tire?!) or wait to see if anyone could 
sell us a new tire.  Time was of the essence - we had to make it home for Christmas!   Oddly enough word 
travels fast in Middle Of Nowhere, and people from town began calling US to help find the much needed and 
uniquely sized tire.  After 2 days of waiting, no tire was found to match.  The only solution was to buy 2 brand 
new tires of a different size, mount them on the back, store the good one in the boot, avoid mean cattle grates, 
and head home to Denver just in time for last minute Christmas Eve shopping.  Lessons Learned: 1. Do not 
drive through Utah anytime ON or NEAR a Sunday.  2. Middle Of Nowhere K-MART doesnʼt have the best 
presents so never save Christmas shopping until the last minute!

Colorado summer roadtrips and a flashy new Alta Intake.  Join MINI5280 on June 5th for an outing to the   
Cinderella Drive-In Theater.  We will meet up at Sonic, stock up on some food, then parade over to the Theater 
for some tailgating and movie watching!

Every month this newsletter will profile a (semi) random 
MINI5280 member.  To kick off this feature, we chose 
Bridget Glass, previous MINI5280 Officer and dedicated 
MINI owner.
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