
MINI5280 Monthly
MINIs In the Mountains Announced!

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING A SUCCESS 
A great time was had by all MINI5280 

members, both new and old.  The meeting started 
with some club business.  Dave from NASA was 
on hand to tell members about the exciting racing 
events coming up this year.  Raffle tickets were 
sold for the Evergreen Scholarship/Bootstraps Inc. 
MINI Cooper S Raffle.  After some other 
miscellaneous business was taken care of it was 
time for the main event of the day, voting the new 
board members.  After some introductions, the 

runners were voted in with a resounding “yea.”  
For 2006 your members are: Rick Gonzales, 
President, Andy Autobee, Vice President,  Kendall 
Gelner, Secretary,  and Nick Ko, Treasurer.  After 
the intense voting session, the members were 
treated to snacks and 2 movies.   What was shown? 
Nothing but the best, The Original Italian Job and 
the 200? Remake.  After a few hours if intense car 
driving and gold stealing, members and friends 
alike drove off into the setting sun.
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Welcome!
We would like to 

introduce you to the new 
monthly newsletter.  This will 
be a monthly feature of 
articles, stories, member 
features, news, and more!  We 
welcome any input you May 
have.  All suggestions, stories, 
photos and news can be sent 
to newsletter@mini5280.org.  
The 20th of each month will 
be the deadline for 
submitting articles.  Each 
issue should be out around 
the 1st of each 
month. We look 
forward to the 
upcoming 
motoring season 
and keeping you 
informed!

Andy 
Autobee, 

Chief 
Editor, 

As the sponsor ing c lub , 
MINI5280 is pleased to announce 
MINIs in the Mountains. With 
national MINI events taking place 
in such loca le s a s La s Vega s 
(AMVIV ) , Dea l s Gap, Nor th 
Carolina (MINIs on the Dragon), 
New Hampshire (MINIs On Top) 
and others, officers and members of 
MINI5280 wondered, why not have 
one  here? This August in Colorado, 

MINI and classic Mini enthusiasts 
w i l l head for MINIs in the 
Mountains (MITM). The event will 
take place August 10th through 13th, 
with Copper Mountain Resort 
serving as home base. MINI and 
Classic Mini folks will be treated to 
high altitude twisties in some of the 
most scenic terrain in the country. 

Continued on page 4
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DENVER GETS A PULLEY PARTY
By Rick Gonzales, Photos Kendal Gelner

This time Denver locals were 
treated a Webb Motorsports 
Pulley Party. Even though the 
o u t s i d e t e m p e r a t u r e w a s 
somewhere around zero degrees, 
the Webb Motorsports (WMS) 
garage was warm and lively on 
Feb. 18th as Randy discussed any 
and every aspect of the MINI. 
Randy Webb travels the country 
pulling pulleys and making other 
modifications to MINIs. If you 
haven’t heard a Randy Webb tech 
talk, you’re missing one of the 
many reasons people love their 
MINIs.

At the party, not only were a 
s e v e r a l p u l l e y s p u l l e d a n d 
replaced, the new WMS High 
Dens i ty Induct ion Box (a i r 
intake) was installed on an MCS. 
Wa t c h i n g t h i s a n d o t h e r 
installations was both fun and 
informative. Randy has replaced 
over 450 pulleys, nationwide, 
thus far. This new induction box 
i s m a d e o f s t a i n l e s s s t e e l , 

r e p l a c e s t h e s to c k f i l t e r 
enclosure nicely and adds an 
aircraft-like appearance to the 
engine compartment. Part of the 
tech talk took place under one 
MINI or another, up on the auto 
lift, just above eye level. When 
was the last time you walked 
under your MINI? Have you 
s e e n w h a t h e l p s m a ke t h e 
headlights automatically level on 
properly equipped MINIs? The 
pulley partiers did.

Also at the party and while 
munching on p izza , a br ie f 
MINI5280 club meeting (for 
February) was held by officers 
Rick Gonzales (President), Andy 
Au to b e e (Vi c e Pr e s i d e n t ) , 
Kendall Gelner (Secretary) and 
Nick Ko (Treasurer). The quick 
a g e n d a i n c l u d e d v a r i o u s 
upcoming events and activity 
plans for the coming summer 
months.

A good time was had by all 
who attended the first, ever, 

D e n v e r W M S P u l l e y Pa r t y, 
d e s p i te t h e c o l d o u t s i d e 
t e m p e r a t u r e . M I N I 5 2 8 0 
members are fortunate to have 
WMS practically in their own 
back yard.

LIVING IN A MISSILE SILO

By Andy Autobee
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Top:  Local members enjoy a tech talk
Bottom: The WMS HDI

	
 On April 29th 18 Colorado MINIs 
and 2 Nebraska MINIs and a mini trailer met in 
Kimball, Nebraska to visit the home of Don and 
Charlene Zwonitzer.  You may ask why drive 150 
miles to go to someone’s house?  It just happens to 
be that the Zwonitzer live in an abandoned Atlas E 
Missile Site.  The 1960’s era site was in service for 
only a few years and then put out of commission. 
Some 20 years later Don and Charlene purchased 
the site and began the process of renovation.

The home has 2 separate areas.  The first area 
used to contain the actual missile, a machine shop, 
and the liquid fuel for the missile.  The area where 
the missile waited out its free time has now 

become the garage.  This is, however, not your 
typical 2-car garage.  It has a 20’ x 18’, 47 ton, 
garage door and the interior dimensions are 21’ x 
107’.  With that kind of storage you could fit 24 
MINIs in there!  Underneath a section of the 
garage is the food cellar.  Food is kept there 
natura l l y a t 
c o n s t a n t 
temperature and 
humidity levels.  
The machine 
shop area and 
the fuel storage 
a rea remain 
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mainly unfinished but in a time of crisis they both 
could be used as sleeping quarters for people on 

cots.  Also in this 
area is one of the 
generators used to 
keep the site running 
for up to 300 hours.
As you ex i t the 
miss i le a rea , you 
head down a long 
tunnel to what used 

to be the crew quarters and is now the Zwonitzer’s 
home.  When you get to the end of the tunnel, you 
go through a set of French doors and into the 
kitchen and living room area.  The living room has 
a huge TV that is hooked up to the home’s security 
system.  From the living room, Don and Charlene 
can access a 360 degree camera that is on the 
topside.  They like to call it their “window.”  The 
security system does 
more than secure the 
house.  It is a voice 
activated system and 
can do things such as: 
turn off and on lights, 
tell you where the 
motion sensors are 
going off, control the 
TV, and even give you a short history of the site.  
The kitchen looks completely but upon closer 
examination you notice there is no stove.  The 
Zwonitzer’s didn’t put one in due to electricity and 
LP gas concerns but that hasn’t held them back, 
they have 2 microwaves and a slew of other kitchen 
appliances. As you go further into the home you 
come across the bathroom and a small study/
library.  The bathroom contains the usual amenities 
as well as clothes processor which washes and dries 
in the same unit.  Farther back in the house is a 
roomy master bedroom.  Joined to the master 
bedroom is the guest room.  The guest room is 
under the craft balcony and has 2 beds.  The craft 
balcony is very spacious and has plenty of room for 
any kind of craft.  Also contained in the guest/craft 
room is another utility area containing the 
switching equipment for the backup power as well 
as a nuclear/biological/chemical air filter.  Leaving 
the back of the house and going back to the 
kitchen and through some sliding glass doors 

brings you to the patio.  This patio, however is not 
a normal patio.  There is no sun or wind or rain, 
making it perfect all year long.  Near the door is a 
walkway with benches and seating leading you to 
the hot tub and 
bar area.  Further 
back i s a n ice 
relaxing waterfall, 
complete with a 
f i sh ing g r i zz l y 
bear.  The water 
fall conceals the 
steps that used to 
lead to an escape hatch.  Don and Charlene have 
turned the large tube into a guest book of sorts 
were their visitors can sign the walls.  The patio 
also contains a second generator as well as diesel 
and water storage.  Heading back out of the house 
and to the topside you are greeted by the green 
house.  

The Zwonitzers have capped off what used to 
be the blast chute for the missile exhaust with a 
greenhouse.  The tube is U shaped and angles up at 
a 45 degree angle.  Along the slope are racks and 
shelves that the plants are grown on.  Once the 
plants are grown and harvested, they are canned in 
one of the utility rooms and then stored in the 
food storage area 
in the gara ge .  
The 5,000 square 
foot home is very 
comfortable and 
wi th i t s h igh 
ceilings you don’t 
f ee l you a re 
underground at 
all.  During the tour, Rick Gonzales present Don 
and Charlene with a special print of the missile and 
the MINIs, signed by the attending members.  
After a warm fare well and trying to beat the 
impending storm, the MINIs and members headed 
back to their above ground homes having a greater 
understanding of life in an underground missile 
site.

Information on the Site can be found here:
http://www.megavision.net/missilehome/
More photos can be found here:
http://www.mini5280.org/photos.php

http://www.megavision.net/missilehome/
http://www.megavision.net/missilehome/
http://www.mini5280.org/photos.php
http://www.mini5280.org/photos.php


MINIS IN THE MOUNTAINS (CONT.)
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Nowhere else can you drive to the top of a 14,130 ft 
mountain on a paved highway. High altitude is the name 
of the game, as several rides (drives) cross the 
Continental Divide -- your MINI will love it! Swapping 
stories in the fresh mountain air with your fellow 
motorers is what it’s all about. 

There are eleven different routes to/from Copper 
Mountain planned in such a way that folks can easily 
group and go. Some last longer than others and most can 
be reversed or combined with others. Everything from 
high altitude routes, to mountain passes and historic 
towns, to steep canyon walls and natural hot springs. 
Along the way, of course, there will be plenty of 
opportunities to have a picnic and get to know your 
fellow motorers. Additionally, the family vacation 
friendly Copper Mountain Resort offers many options 
such as hiking, mountain and road bicycling, shopping, 
go-carts, chairlift rides and more! 

Here are short descriptions of the planned rides – 
all eleven of them:

1. The Leadville Loop – Copper Mountain to 
Leadville, then north to Minturn on Hwy 24, then 
on to Vail and back to Copper Mountain. 
2. The Valley Loop – Copper Mountain to 
Breckenridge, over Hoosier Pass to Fairplay, then 
heading north Buena Vista and back to Copper 
Mountain. 
3. Steamboat Springs Loop – Copper Mountain to 
Silverthorne to Kremmling and Steamboat. 
Returning via Yampa and Vail and Vail Pass to 
Copper Mountain. 
4. The Winter Park and Berthoud Pass Loop – 
Copper Mountain to Kremmling to Granby to 
Winter Park, then over Berthoud Pass and back to 
Copper Mountain. 
5. The Independence Pass Run – Copper 
Mountain south through Leadville and to the 
narrow Independence Pass, then reverse the route. 
6. The Aspen Loop – Copper Mountain through 
Leadville, over Independence Pass and into Aspen. 
Continue north to Glenwood Springs then on to 
Copper Mountain. 
7. The Continental Divide Ride – Copper 
Mountain to Keystone, over 11,990 ft Loveland Pass 
and the Continental Divide. 
8. The Mount Evans Scenic Byway – At 14,264 ft, 
Mount Evans has the highest paved road in North 
America. Drive 14 miles to the 14,130 ft point, then 
hike the remaining 134 ft elevation to the summit! 

9. Glenwood Canyon and the Glenwood Hot 
Springs – Take the most scenic canyon drive in the 
state all the way to the largest hot springs pool in 
the world. An easy drive back to Copper Mountain. 
10. Rocky Mountain National Park – Copper 
Mountain to the towns of Granby to Grand Lake, 
then into the massive national park. 
11. The Western Dragon - 345 turns in 35 miles.  
Several scenic pullouts.
MITM is a couple of years in the making and now 

it’s just around the corner.  Vendors and sponsors, such 
as Ralph Schomp MINI, North American Motoring, 
Webb Motorsports and Detailer’s Paradise are excited 
about this event and are finalizing plans to make it fun 
and memorable for everyone. Registration is now 
available at the MITM page on North American 
Motoring.  Registration fee includes a t-shirt and goodie 
bag. There will  be drawings for free gifts plus many 
activities and events.  When you register, make sure you 
post on the registration page as well as the frappr map 
to drive the MITM traffic on North American 
Motoring. 

MITM, also known as Coopers at Copper 
Mountain has something for everybody. The 
Colorado mountains will be the place to be this 
August. See you there!

http://www.frappr.com/mitm2006
http://www.frappr.com/mitm2006


WHITE ROOF RADIO
By Andy Autobee

When you hear the words “White Roof Radio” you 
may think it is the name of some new alternative or hip 
hop band, but in actuality that is farther from the truth.  
White Roof Radio is the home of a MINI Cooper 
dedicated podcast.  You may now be asking 
yourself, what the heck is a podcast?   Never 
fear we are here to help.  According to 
The New Oxford English Dictionary, a 
podcast is “a digital recording of a 
radio broadcast or similar program, 
made available on the Internet for 
downloading to a personal audio 
player.”  The term podcast is a 
combination of “iPod and Broadcast.”  
Originally started as a way for people 
to express their feelings and news on 
regular basis using audio rather than text, 
podcasting has grown to almost any topic 
imaginable, even MINI Coopers!  This is where 
DB comes in.  He started out wanting to share his 
feelings on the rising gas prices and contribute to the 
MINI community.  After a few shows DB was contacted 
by Todd, who was having the same thoughts of doing a 
show on the other side of the country.  They decided to 
join forces and the rest is history.  Eventually they were 

able to snag Gabe Bridger from the ever-famous MINI 
site, www.motoringfile.com.  As of today they have done 
55 shows.  On Sundays they discuss news and listeners 

email.  Mondays are the topic of the week or 
interviews, and more listeners’ email.  The 2nd 

week of the month is club spotlight, 
highlighting MINI clubs across the 

country.  Finally at various times 
throughout the month, sound-seeing 
tours and product reviews.
Don’t have an iPod?  Don’t worry, 
there a few options for getting your 
White Roof Radio Fix.  You can go to 
www.whi teroof rad io .com and 

download the .mp3 file for any show 
and listen to it in your favorite audio 

program, your portable audio device, or 
even burn it to a CD for enjoyment while 

motoring in the Mini.  You can also listen while 
you are surfing away at North American Motoring.  

Just look for the “Radio” button at top right of the site.  
Now that you know everything there is to know about 
White Roof radio and podcasting, get out there and 
start listening!

WE NEED YOUR HELP
MINI5280 Officers

This is a call for volunteers for MINIs In The Mountains (MITM). As you hopefully already know by 
now, MINI5280 is sponsoring MITM this August 10-13 at Copper Mountain Resort, just 75 miles west of 
Denver. Participant registration will begin on NAM very soon. As the sponsoring club, many tasks will need 
to be handled by us, MINI5280 members and friends. We can share the work/fun more evenly with more 
people. There will be a large variety of tasks to be assigned, from helping with the route planning to greeting 
MITM guests and handing them their registration package to some of the behind-the-scenes activities. 
Some tasks will be completed before the event while others will take place at or near Copper Mountain on 
event weekend. With enough volunteers, everybody should be able to also enjoy the event. For now, please 
send an email to the MITM Volunteer AdMINIstrator Lynn at purplefreak60@comcast.net with the 
following information:

• Your Name
• Number of people willing to help (such as a couple or family)
• Email Address
• Preferred Contact Telephone Number(s)
• Any special skills, or tasks that may be useful to MITM

Thanks in advance for helping MINI5280 plan and execute, we hope, one of the best MINI events of 
2006! Many local and national sponsors and vendors are getting excited about MITM and have already 
committed to participate! Keep on top of the latest MITM developments on NAM http://
www.northamericanmotoring.com/mitm-home.
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HELP!

http://www.motoringfile.com
http://www.motoringfile.com
http://www.whiteroofradio.com
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http://www.northamericanmotoring.com/mitm-home
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http://www.northamericanmotoring.com/mitm-home
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COOPER S SCHOLARSHIP RAFFLE
By Andy Autobee

Jim Smith of Evergreen Scholarship/Bootstraps, Inc., (ESIB) 
raffled off a brand new 2006 MINI Cooper S  with proceeds 
going towards scholarships.  Out of a total of 750 available tickets, 
557 were sold, some to out of state people.  On Wednesday the 25th 
of April, at Evergreen High School, the drawing was held.  Ronny 
Kambic of Golden was the lucky winner.  When Ronny, wife 
Valerie and children Cory and Jessica picked up their car at Ralph 
Schomp, MINI5280 President Rick Gonzales and Vice President 

A n d y 
A u t o b e e , 
were on 
hand to 
present him 
with a free year of membership to the club.  ESIB will also be 
providing the family with vanity plates under the name 
“BOOTS1.”  Jim Smith mentioned that they are planning on 
raffling another MINI Cooper later this year or early next year.  
Keep your eyes on MINI5280.org and North American Motoring 
for more details.  Congratulations to the Kambic family and 
welcome to the world of MINIs!

CONEY ISLAND RUN
By Andy Autobee

On March 18th, several hungry MINI5280 members went in search 
for a hot dog on the run.  The famous Coney Island hot dog stand was 
on the move from its long time location in Aspen Park to Bailey. As the 
starving members arrived in Aspen Park they were shocked to find the 
14 ton dog had been uprooted and was already on the move.  They 
chased it down the road a while and then decided to take a break 
and have some fun on the twisties around the area.  After the 
twisties, the members we now more hungry than ever!  They 
decided to chase the dog down again and found it had just arrived 
at its new home in Bailey.  Minutes later the crane arrived to 
move the wiener off of the truck and to its new home.  After the 
big lift, and when no one was looking, MINI5280 President 
Rick, and his wife, Wendy decided it was time to move in.  Just 
as they were about to take a bite out of the juicy dog, they 
were caught!  By the police you ask? No.  They were caught 

by a reporter 
for se vera l 
f o o t h i l l s 
area papers.  
The next 
week their mug-
shots were on the front 
page!  After a stop at a local 
mountain BBQ restaurant and with full 
stomachs, everybody parted ways to go home and 
dream of 14 ton hot dogs on the run…



MINI USA Updates
Your source for updates and news $om MINI USA

MINI Motoring Hearts

MINI USA has launched a new campaign to give new and old 
MINI owners an opportunity to make a difference in their 
community.  They have teamed up with Volunteer Match to give 
owners the capability to search for volunteer opportunities in their 
community.  By logging onto www.minimotoringhearts.com, the 
owner can choose from over 37,00 non profit organizations.  By 
putting in their zip code and preferences they can customize their 
list, much in the way you can customize your MINI.  MINI will 
advertise in magazines, on bill boards, and even on a New York 
Times Square message board.  As an added bonus to recognize the 
owners work, MINI will give them an exclusive Motoring Hearts 
Car badge.  More info can be obtained from the above web site or 
Ralph Schomp MINI. 

JCW GP Limited Edition
MINI International has announced the availability of 2000, 
limited edition, 2006 Cooper S JCW “GP” (Grand Prix) Edition.  
The US is slated to receive 415 cars.  The GP edition comes 
standard as a two seater.  The car produces 214 hp and is about 
100 ponds lighter than a stock car.  Each car is individually 
numbered and comes in only one paint combo:Thunder Blue with 
silver roof and red mirror covers.  Expected to arrive later this 
fall, the GP edition will have a MSRP of$31,150.  MINI USA is 
also planning a cross country drive to help launch the first 80 GP 
cars.  Details will be in next months newsletter  For more specs 

and pictures, visit www.miniusa.com.

MINI USA Chooses new Advertising Agency

With MINI USA parting ways with its old agency as they left for 
VW they had to find a new agency.  Through a selection process 
the eventually pick the firm of Butler, Shine, Stern and Partners.  
The new agency will work with MINI to create traditional and 
non-traditional advertising to compliment MINI’s unique image.  
BSSP is one of the largest west coast agencies.  Some of their 
clients include Sun MicrosSystems, Coca Cola, Sprite, LucasArts, 
Converse, and many more.  One of their first jobs was the 
Motoring Hearts Campaign.  We look forward to more great 
things from MINI and BSSP.
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3RD ANNUAL MINI VACATION IN VEGAS
By Andy and Erin Autobee

The morning of March 23 started out with dense fog in the Denver metro area.  When the clock 
chimed at 7, 4 MINIs and their owners met at the I-70 / Morrison exit.  After a brief radio check the 

engines were started and they were off on a 12-hour journey to where? None 
other than the 3rd Annual “A 
MINI Vacation in Vegas! 

After 2 hours of bad roads, 
several gal lons of washer 
fluid, many potty stops, one 

lunch, two petrol refills, 20 or 
so “official escorts (no tickets),” the 

tired but excited Colorado MINIs had 
made it to the city that never sleeps.  The first event scheduled for the weekend was the “Motor In” meet 
and greet at the In-N-Out restaurant.  Not wanting to go to the event in dirty, brown MINIs, the members 
took the “scenic tour (wink, wink)” of Vegas in search for a car wash. Four clean cars later, and the Denver 
group was at the meet and greet where about 40-50 other MINIs were gathered.  After a good and needed 
dinner we set off to register at the hotel and turn in for the night.  Upon our arrival to the “MINI Only” 
section of the parking garage we were amazed to find close to 100 cars already there.  This was looking like 
the beginning of a great weekend.

The next morning we awoke to a cool but comfortable Nevada morning.  After breakfast and 
registering, we headed out to the parking deck to check out the Boot and Bonnet vendor show that was 
going on all day Friday and Saturday.  A mix of vendors were on hand displaying everything from MINI 
collectables and apparel to all types of go fast parts.  Also on hand was Randy Webb and his trusty side 
sidekick Brian, working their magic making MINI owners dreams come true.  When the departure time 
for the Hoover Dam run was nearing, cars began lining up to leave on the first group drive of the weekend.

As we headed south of the city, the views of the Nevada desert and Boulder city were beautiful.  After 
going through Boulder City we made it to the road leading to 
the dam.  At 10:00 in the morning the road was already 
becoming congested with the tourist and local traffic.  The 
road construction for the new highway through the canyon 
over the dam didn’t help much.  Finally we made it to the dam 
itself and began crossing it.  Being that we were a line of 30 or 
40 MINIs we attracted a lot of attention going across the 
dam at 5 miles per hour.  On the other side we took over a 

s m a l l 
parking lot 
for some 
p h o t o 
opportunities and more chit chat.  Once the bonding 
session was finished the group headed farther down 
river to Willow Beach.  Willow Beach, however, was not 
added as a swimming stop.  Leading up to the beach is 5 
or so miles of twisty roads making for a great drive down 
and back.  After even more photos and more chit chat, 
the group made its way back to Vegas in time for lunch.
	


Continued on Page 9
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After lunch another run was 
scheduled for the beautiful Red 
Rock Canyon area about 15 
miles west of Vegas.  We didn’t 
make it to this run, so instead of 
telling you about it, we instead 
will show you some pictures.
	

	
 After a Sin City Club 
mixer in the hotel, the last event for Friday was an evening run 

down the famous Las Vegas strip.  We started with a short informational meeting on the top of the parking 
garage hosted by none other than db and Todd from White Roof radio.  

After some instructions 
and l aughs , the g roup 
headed to the south end of 
the strip and regrouped on 
a sma l l s t reet be fore 
starting the run.  A couple 
of the brave members of 
the Sin City Mini group 
stopped all of the traffic on 
Las Vegas Boulevard so all 
the MINIs could get in one 
group. There were about 

250 cars, four lanes wide, going down the strip. Being Friday night and 
spring break time, there were quite a few people on the strip, which 
lead to lots of stares, waving and an overall great time.  After the cruise 
quite a few people went out for a night on the town while others hit the 
sack.

Saturday brought more great weather and a second day of the Boot and Bonnet show.  As most people 
arrived on the top level of the parking structure, they were amazed at how many MINIs had joined since 

Thursday and Friday.  The best guess from the Sin City MINI’s official 
counter was about 330 MINIs.  Before we knew it, it was time to leave for 
the Morning drive to Mount Charleston. Standing at 7,717 feet, Mt. 
Charleston averages 30 degrees cooler than the Las Vegas Valley.  The ride 
took us up the mountain through 
some very fun twisties reminiscent 
of the ones here in Colorado.  We 
stopped at a parking lot near the top 
for some great photo shots and 
more mingling.  Next we headed 
back down the mountain and 
stopped for a break at a quaint little 
village.  Once everyone was done 
with their restroom break and hot 
chocolate stop, the group headed 
back to Las Vegas for lunch.  

Continued on page 10
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After lunch a poker run was scheduled 
to kick off, taking owners around the city 
while at the same time collecting cards at 
various stops.  The goal was to get the 
best poker hand from the cards you 
collected. Meanwhile, at the Las Vegas 
Motor Speedway the famous Phil Wicks 
driving academy was in action.  Phil 
Wicks is famous in Mini circles for his 
stunt driving of the red mini in the 
original version of “The Italian Job.”  After the driving academy, the first race in the North American Mini 
Cooper Championship Race Series took place.  Many AMVIV attendees were on hand to see our very own, 
Randy Webb and Brian Black take first in their respective classes.  After some celebrating and photo taking, 
people started heading back to the hotel to get ready for the AMVIV 3 Banquet.

The banquet was held at the hotel and the hotel also catered the event.  The MCs for the evening were 
White Roof Radio’s db and Todd.  During a great dinner, attendees we entertained by a group of very 
talented belly dancers.  After dinner and dessert, db and Todd led us through awards, giveaways and lots of 
laughs.  With bellies full and prizes in hand everybody headed out to turn in for the night or go out on the 
strip for one last night of partying.

The last day started with California MINI group c3 (Cooper 
Clubs for Charity) holding their second annual AMVIV charity 
event.  This year it was a farewell breakfast at Desert MINI of 
Las Vegas to help raise money for Cure Autism Now.   Each 
attending MINI owner helped raised money with raffles for 
several great prizes as well as a donation.  The group provided 
bagels, coffee and juice to help satisfy the many MINI owners’ 
hunger needs for their adventures home or to the Valley of fire 
run. c3 raised money for their charity work by holding a raffle 
with many wonderful prizes. 

The excitement filled weekend ended with a trip 55 miles north of 
Las Vegas to the Nevada State Park, Valley of Fire. Valley of Fire is 
Nevada’s oldest and largest state park, dedicated in 1935. The valley 
derives its name from the red sandstone formations and the stark 
beauty of the Mojave Desert.  The Valley of Fire is made up breath 
taking red sandstone projecting out of the dry, grey desert ground.  A 
majority of the MINIs traveled as a group while several others 
ventured off to explore many sites of interest and some breath taking 
scenery making for some wonderful photo opportunities.  At the 
conclusion of the run, everybody went their separate ways putting 
another successful AMVIV in the history books.

More Information on AMVIV can be found here: www.amviv.com 
or on www.northamericanmotoring.com in the AMVIV section.

More Photos;aaamini.smugmug.com, kigiphoto.smugmug.com, 
dragontales.smugmug.com and

http://www.flickr.com/groups/amviv/pool/
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Calendar of Events
Here are the upcoming MINI5280 events as well as events and rides from other 

clubs or organizations.  For more details on all events as well as sign-up info, visit the 
MINI5280 Calendar by clicking here.  Make sure you check the online calendar often 
because you never know when something may be added!

June 4 23rd Annual Exotic Sports Car Show and Concurs.  Arapahoe Community College. 9am-3pm. $10

June 6 Minis of the Rockies (MOTR) Monthly Meeting. Pints Pub. 7:30pm

June 9-11 54th Annual Rallye Glenwood Springs. Oldest Continually held rally in the US

June 11 MINI5280 Goes to the Movies! Movie will be Cars. 3:30pm, Colorado Mills Theater

June 13th MINI5280 Monthly Meeting. 7:00pm. Location Sonic on Alameda in Lakewood

June 17-18 British Car Parts Garage Sale. 9am-3pm at British Parts and Restoration

June 24 The Bakery Run.  Schmidt’s Bakery > Big Thompson Canyon > Estes Park > Lyons. 10am.

July 4 Minis of the Rockies (MOTR) Monthly Meeting. Pints Pub. 7:30pm

July 11 MINI5280 Monthly Meeting. 7:00pm. Location TBD

August 1 Minis of the Rockies (MOTR) Monthly Meeting. Pints Pub. 7:30pm

August 8 MINI5280 Monthly Meeting. 7:00pm. Location TBD

August 10-13 MINIS in the Mountains, Copper Mountain and Surrounding area

August 24-25 MINI Takes the States, Sponsored by MINI USA.  Albuquerque NM to Amarillo TX
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In the July Issue...
• Webb Motorsports Update

• Detailing Tips from Detailers Paradise

• Member Spotlight

• Stories from the Dragon

• MITM Updates

• 2007 MINI Cooper

• Motoring File Grill Badges

• And More!
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