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August is in the books along with 
the 3rd annual MINIs in the Mountains. I 
think it went very well. The weather to 
some may have been less than ideal, but 
for me it felt great – and I saved a ton of 
money by not having to use moisturizer. 
The rides were great, the location was 
superb and the MINI crowd was varied 
and fun. I think the turn out was better 
than good considering that MTTS was 
the previous weekend and probably si-
phoned off more than a few participants 
as well as vendors. Gas prices probably 
didn’t help and the economy isn’t the 
best, but with 175 registered MINIs, not 
to mention the multitude that made an 
appearance for a day, the event was well 
attended. 

  I had a chance to talk to a lot of 
folks from around the country. I asked 
each of them why they chose to attend 
and what we could have done better. 
The overwhelming response to why they 
chose to attend was the fact that it was 
August and it was held in Colorado and 
in the mountains. We may take for 
granted the lure that the Rockies provide 
flat-Landers but it is I think our biggest 
draw for MITM. The chance to spend a 
few days in the mountains is a very big 
selling point. The other events at Copper 
and the vacation destination reputation 
helps bring in MINI owners from across 
the country, but our mountains are what 
really pull them in. 

 As for what we could do better, a 
lot of people made mention of the costs – 
cost for the rooms, cost for the banquets, 
cost of the food, gasoline and the rest. 
No one said our registration costs were 
out of line. Using my family as an exam-
ple; registration, shirts, and meals were 
$376 (driver, passenger, two extra din-
ners and three extra shirts) and the lodg-

ing at Copper was $586 for a mid-
range, one bedroom condo over four 
nights. Add to that the cost of gasoline, 
food, vendor purchases and of course 
Starbucks and we topped $1,000 eas-
ily. For us this was our annual vacation 
and actually $1,000 for a four-day va-
cation is relatively cheap. Others 
choked. 

 A lot of discussion was held 
about next year’s MITM. Location, 
costs and timing were all on the table. 
If you really think about the location 
Copper is hard to beat with respect to 
easy access to a multitude of rides, 
accommodations, other activities and 
scenic qualities. Cost for registration 
was discussed but it really needs to 
cover the actual cost to the club. As for 
timing, there is a chance of the mon-
soon rains in August but this is true for 
all the summer months. So bottom-line 
is that for the big three (location, cost 
and timing) there is not much we can 
improve upon. Banquets are expensive 
and the food is probably not what you 
would order if you went to a restaurant, 
but it does give us an opportunity to 
socialize, to hand out prizes and to 
recognize the vendors and our sup-
porters. 

 So there you have it, a brief 
glimpse behind the thought process 
involved with MITM. This is not to say 
that everything is set in stone for next 
year. I’m sure someone has a sugges-
tion or two about how things can be 
made even better, draw more MINIs 
and be even more enjoyable. Please 
let me know at presi-
dent@mini5280.org if you have one, I 
promise it will be give every considera-
tion. Meanwhile as I pour over every-
one’s photos and reflect on the new 

friends we have made, I dreamily 
go over the rides we drove and the 
beautiful mountain scenery we 
drove through. For us Mt. Evans at 
midnight was a highlight and for 
me the drive home, alone in the 
car and on the road, over the 
Western Dragon was mystical. No 
the weather wasn’t perfect, but at 
least we all shared more than one 
thing in common during MITM. Big 
thanks to all those volunteers, the 
vendors, Ralph Schomp MINI and 
to everyone that made at least one 
day of MITM3. I hope to see you 
next year during the second week 
of August in Copper for MITM4. 

 

Chuck Maybee 

President, MINI5280 

Monthly  
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TRANSWEST CAR SHOW 

August is a busy month for me. Not only is there 

MITM, but 

each year I en-

ter the Tran-

swest Car 

Show in Hen-

derson. This 

year was no 

different, so 

after totally 

trashing my 

MINI during 

the fun mountain runs it was time to scrape off the 

grime and find the shine. Entering a car show is a 

test of ones self confidence. I mean you’re not just 

pulling in your car and parking it; you are displaying 

your selected vehicle to the general public and ask-

ing them to choose your hard work and effort over 

the other participant’s hard work and effort. And 

the general 

public is 

ruthless, un-

forgiving and 

rather shal-

low. 

 T h e 

T r a n s w e s t 

Car Show 

always at-

tracts me because there is a lot of variety and a 

pretty good turn out – both participants and specta-

tors. Plus there is no registration fee and you get a 

free t-shirt and 

dash plaque. 

The challenge 

to this show is 

the format; 

the entries are 

grouped by 

decade and all 

awards are 

based on pub-

lic voting. So this year my MINI was up against 27 

other model-year 2000 and newer vehicles. Every-

thing from a jacked-up Ford pick-up to a lowered 

Lexus could be found in my division. 

 So as in years past the MINI gets nada – pre-

dictable but acceptable. Acceptable only because 

my car always draws a lot of people (apparently non

-voting people) and I get to talk to people that know 

nothing about the MINI except that it is “cute”. I get 

to share my experiences with my MINI Cooper and 

show off my 

mods to the 

u n k n o w i n g 

masses. I an-

swered the 

mileage ques-

tion a zillion 

times, yes it is 

fun, handling is 

fantastic … and 

then you run in to someone who is very excited to 

see the MINI, asks if they can sit in it, wants to buy 

one, wants a picture, wants a picture with them be-

hind the wheel and takes a MINI5280 card with 

them when they go. That’s why I go, plus it gives me 

a legitimate excuse to shine her up (as if I needed 

one). 

 Perhaps next year we can collect 15 MINIs to 

drive up to the intersection of 96
th

 & I-76 and line 

them up, answer the questions, show off the mods 

and entice others to join the fun. 

 

Text and Photos by Chuck Maybee 
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UPDATE ON HPR 

 

Dear MINI5280, 

 

If you haven't already heard the great news, this email is being sent to you 

as a Founding Contributor to HPR.  Your contribution has resulted in 

SUCCESS!!! 

 

Construction has started! 

HPR should be available for the 2009 season!    

 

 

For details on this amazing accomplishment, please visit 

www.HighPlainsRaceway.com being sure to read the complete Aug. 7th report from the CAMA reps.  It is truly 

exciting to realize that HPR will now become a reality. 

 

Obviously, we want to take this opportunity thank you so very much for being 

a Founding Contributor to this project.   Without your help, it would not 

have happened and you should take great pride in the roll you've played.    

 

In addition to being sure you were aware of this great news, we also wanted 

let you know there is an official ground breaking ceremony at the track this 

coming Friday the 15th at 1:00.  All donors are welcome. Sorry for the short 

notice but it was arranged to accommodate the press.   Some clubs are also 

planning some celebration parties at the track at later dates but you'll 

hear about those from you own club.  And, of course, HPR is planning on 

having an Opening Day Gala at a date to be determined.   

 

We look forward to letting you know about future donor news such as 

confirming your brick inscription (if you've donated at that level), news on 

the Opening Day Gala, etc.   

 

Thanks again for being an HPR Founding Sponsor. This is a great day for 

amateur road racing in the Front Range. 

High Plains Raceway | 17 East of Byers on Hwy. #36 | Byers | CO | 80103 

This is an e-mail MIN5280 received recently from HPR: 
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WET AND DRY MITM 2008 

MINIs in the Mountains (MITM) 2008 got off to 

a wet start this year but that didn’t keep folks 

from doing what they like most – hanging out 

at the Copper Mountain Resort parking struc-

ture. If anything, the rain showers, heavy at 

times, were a welcome break from the record 

temperatures along the Front Range. With 

plenty of volunteer help available on day 1 

(Aug. 6), the vendor canopy tents were 

erected, tables and chairs setup and car wash 

made ready in a few hours. That is, just in 

time to witness no less than a bold rainbow 

reaching from one end of the parking structure 

to the other. That set the tone, weather-wise, 

for the rest of the third annual MITM, spon-

sored by MINI5280 and Ralph Schomp MINI. 

Of course the ever-popular do-it-yourself car-

wash was one of the first stops for most MITM 

travelers near and far. Detailers Paradise pro-

vided the suds, buckets and wash mitts, along 

with all the frigid water a person could stand. 

Even with the seemingly predictable rain 

showers and over a dozen official MITM rides 

to choose from, the DIY carwash was used 

often, as the gallon of Prima Mystique Auto 

Wash was practically depleted by the last day 

of MITM. 

Another popular past time for the young and 

not so young ones was the sidewalk chalk art 

on the concrete deck, under the watchful eyes 

of nearby MINIs. Most works of art were short-

lived due to the passing rain storms, but most 

artists seemed to enjoy the pressure. Every-

body got into the act sooner or later. 

The promise of beautiful scenery along twisty, 

high altitude highways is one of the primary 

reasons folks head for the mountains in their 

MINI. Just ask the Pyeatts, all the way from 

Green Cove Springs, Florida! The Witchers from 

Melbourne, Florida, or Luther Shields from Char-

lotte, North Carolina (his 3rd MITM). About 150 

registered MINIs and classic Minis were in atten-

dance plus numerous day-trippers, including two 

Red Bull MINIs and their attractive crew handing 

out product. 

The weather was clear, however, for the all-day 

drive on Trail Ridge Road through Rocky Moun-

tain National Park on 08-08-08. Ronald Watt, 

along with his daughter Autumn and her friend 

Amanda, motoring the entire route to Grand Lake 

with the top down. Later the next day, at the Mid-

night on Mount Evans Ride, the trio had the top 

down for the ride up the 14’er, where it was 38 

degrees above the clouds. Perfect for a “MINI 

Light Show.” 

Generous vendors who braved the somewhat wet 

weather were Aesthetic Creations, American Mini 

Mates, CooperCards, Defenders of Speed, De-

tailers Paradise, MINI Beotch, Show Car Detail-

ing and Way Motor Works. Unable to attend but 

providing gifts were Alta MINI Performance and 

Cool MINI Stuff. For the 3rd straight year, our 

friendly, local dealer Ralph Schomp MINI gener-

ously provided significant financial support, as 

well as onsite technical assistance and more! 

Please thank our vendors. 

Behind the scenes before, during and after this, 

the 3rd MITM were the organizers and volunteers 

– primarily composed of MINI5280 club members 

-- who made this event possible and fun for our 

fellow MINI enthusiasts. You know who you are. 

Your hard work does not go unnoticed and it is 

truly appreciated. 

 

Text and Photos by Rick Gonzales 
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MINI TRIV IA 

 

Getting attention in Beijing is tough these days if you aren't an Olympian wearing gold or a 

protester unfurling a Tibetan flag but Mini's managed to do it with a rickshaw made from the 

back half of the Mini Clubman. 

According to China Car Times, Mini had the body shipped from Germany to Hong Kong, 

where it was made into rickshaws to publicize the company's decision to sell the Clubman in 

China. The work is said to be top-notch, with a moon roof, leather seats and gold dragons. No 

word on what the rickMini weighs, but the guy pedaling the one in the pic might've given 

Samuel Sanchez a run for the gold. 

"...so I set up the jump just 
like the Sheriff J.W.Pepper 
said to, and now look-it....." 

MINI CAPTION CONTEST 

Winning contribution by Jonathan Souza 
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. 

Danny Tomlinson, a MINI5280 member has asked us to make an announcement for an event he and his wife have 

been working on for the past 8-9 months and which is very close to his heart being a cancer survivor himself.   

On Saturday, September 6 the Old Car Council of Colorado and The Urology Center of Colorado are having the 4th 

Annual Classic Car & Aircraft Show and Prostate Cancer Awareness Day at the Front Range Airport.   We’re en-

couraging our MINI5280 members to come out and enjoy the last days of summer for a good cause. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Mike Gleason’s son Brian got his GP, #1650 on Au-
gust 26.  He bought it used from a Dealer in NY.  Only 
1 of 400 sold in the USA and only available in 2006.    

Mini Cooper "S" (supercharged) John Cooper Works 
(JCW) performance package GP limited edition (notice 
no back seat, rear strut tower brace) 2nd of 2 in Tulsa, 
OK.  

 

MEMBER SECTION 



 

Page  9 

OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE MOTORING SOCIETY OF THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION  September 2008  

“MEET YOUR MEMBERS”  
SPOTLIGHT: JONATHAN SOUZA AND HI HO S ILVER  

 

 Name Jonathan P Souza 

 Nickname Jonathan 

 Date of Purchase (Mini) February 2003 

 Dealer of Purchase Auto Broker – Took deliver from MINI of Murray in Utah. They trucked it 
here. 

 Spouse Darcy R Souza, a Saint 

 Year Married 17, but it seems like forever 

Is she / he a MINI Mania? She enjoys the car, but she does not wash it nor has she ever driven it. She 
does not do sticks. 

Children Info (Name, Age, College, 

Married, Where residing, etc) 
Berk is 14, and attends Regis Jesuit H.S. Most of you have met him.  His 
body lives with us. His brain, well, that is open to debate. 

Grandchildren (Names and Ages) None that I know of. 

 Address Centennial, CO 

 Mods Webb: Intake, Reduction Pulley, plug wires, swaybar.  Rick: iPod connector. 
Other: Auto-up circuit, blue LED interior lights, and some stickers. 

 Color Pure Silver / Black. Now has Chili Red Racing Stripes, courtesy of Aesthetic 
Creations. Nice. 

Employer /Type of Business Allstate Financial Services, LLC.  (OPM) 

 Position Territorial Sales – Upper Midwest including KS, NE, ND, SD, WY and MT 

 Hobbies I play golf and I am a Certified BBQ Judge (KCBS). 

Greatest Achievement Since College 

(or since adulthood) 
Financial Independence. I have never felt that someone else should be re-
sponsible for me, so I have taken steps to assure that. 

 Favorite MINI Memory My first trip, largely alone, to the Dragon. Lonely at times, but a blast. Un-
comparable. 

A couple favorite songs from the col-

lege days (For the DJ) 
Anything Disco. 

My History with the MINI Sometime back in 2002 many of my business partners were buying bikes – 
as in Harleys.  I asked Darcy about it, she said ‘Hxxx No Way’.  I asked 
about a MINI, and she said ‘Maybe’. Later that year we were buying her a 
car and I asked the Broker (HMBrown) if he could get me a MINI. He said 
yes, I made a deposit, and that was that. Unbelieveably, I NEVER went 
online, never spec’d it out. I just told him to put ‘everything’ on it, and make 
it silver. It showed up on Valentine’s Day 2003.   I parked it in the garage, 
kept it clean, and rarely drove it. Ostensibly, it was for Berk when he turned 
16. I wanted to preserve it. But the next spring in 2004 I met Randy Webb 
at AMVIV I. I got the bug. He got me to agree to resurrect the MINI5280 
club.  I did that, with some help from him, Mark Ferguson, Dave, and a few 
others.  Did that for a few years, met Rick Gonzales, and the rest is history. 
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CLASSIF IEDS 

Custom MINI Shift Knobs 

2002-2006 Mini Cooper Shift Knobs. $40.00 Shipped. 

Custom made from pool balls. Locks on with a dowel pin 

and set screws, will not spin.  

e-mail me at bryansusanw@hotmail.com  

 

If you have any items for our classified section please 

email a description, price and photo(s) to: 

Newsletter@MINI5280.org 

MINI5280 Swag 

You know, you’d look great in a shirt 

with MINI5280 on it! If you were 

wondering how you can show pride 

in your club with cool MINI5280 ap-

parel check out www,cafepress.com 

and do a search for MINI5280 

If you have  an idea for a ride, function, event, get-

together or meeting place let us know at:  

info@MINI5280.org 

You could receive MINI5280 swag for your effort! 
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NEXT CLUB MEETING  

7:00 PM TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2008 

SONIC Drive In 

2463 Sheridan Blvd. 

Edgewater, CO 80214-1329 

(303) 232-5001 

 

Meeting starts at 7:00 PM with a few brief discussion items like the 

wrap-up of MITM 3, the upcoming English Motoring Enclave 

September 13/14, the picnic at Chatfield Lake on 9/28 and Yalla 

Yalla on 10/26. 

Come meet all your MINI buds and partake in some delectable 

American cuisine that is Sonic! 

Hope to see you there. 

Chuck Maybee 

President, MINI5280 
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Calendar of EventsCalendar of EventsCalendar of Events   

September 9 MITM Monthly Meeting, Sonic Drive Inn, Edgewater, Colorado 

October 26 Yalla Yalla 

  

  

  

September 6 Coffee and Cars, Lafayette, Colorado 

September 28 Goodbye Summer, Hello Fall Picnic, Chatfield State Park 

September 13-14 Colorado English Motoring Enclave, Arvada, CO 

Here are the upcoming MINI5280 events as well as events from other clubs and organiza-

tions. For more details on all events visit the MINI5280 Calendar on NAM. Make sure to 

check the calendar often because you never know when something may be added! 
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