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Change is inevitable and you 

either learn to embrace it or are flat-

tened by it. Everything changes; some-

times for the better, other times not and 

often without any benefit or detriment 

at all. This Sunday marks the change of 

the clock from Daylight Savings to Oh 

Gawd Its Winter time. This Sunday also 

marks the day I traditionally change out 

my summer tires for winter and despite 

the warm temperatures I’m planning on 

doing just that. 

I drive my MINI year-round; 

through summer dust and winter snow 

as I really never had any other choice. 

This year I do have a choice however 

since my son has gone off to college and 

left us with three vehicles and two li-

censed drivers (well at least until April). I 

could park the MINI during the winter 

and instead drive the Honda CR-V to and 

from work but come on – a MINI or a 

CR-V? I’ll probably end up driving the 

non-descript little SUV on the crappy 

days when snow has stacked up higher 

then the MINI can pass over, but the rest 

of the time I’m driving the MINI. 

Why should I risk winter wear 

and tear on the MINI when I have an 

alternative? Frankly it’s because I have a 

lot more confidence in the drivability the 

MINI provides me. I can avoid issues in 

the MINI that the CR-V just doesn’t have 

the zip or desire to miss. I can zig and 

zag to miss the sliding pick-up truck 

whose driver can’t fathom his loss of 

traction when ice covers the street. I can 

zip on by the stuck rear-wheel drive 

Lexus trying in vain to pull away from 

the stop sign. I can even stop on a 

dime when neighborhood brats toss 

their snowballs my way. So apart from 

some clearance challenges during 

heavy snow, the MINI affords me the 

same transportation opportunities as 

the CR-V in a much more fun platform 

not to mention better mileage. 

The onset of winter always 

gives me a chance to reflect on the 

past year and make changes to things 

that just weren’t given a high enough 

priority when motoring season was in 

full swing. I’m considering several 

modifications to the MINI this winter 

including exhaust, suspension and 

wheels. I should say I was planning on 

these modifications until the change in 

the economy forced the reallocation 

of our savings/spending ratio. I know 

others are in the same reallocation 

boat. I’m also sure that this year’s 

Christmas season will rank as one of 

the most dismal on record, but that 

doesn’t mean the MINI won’t get a 

few choice items. 

I have a bent strut, a souvenir 

from our “Wide Wound Walden” trip 

so I should probably get some new 

ones. I’m going to replace my brakes 

and so I’m thinking hard about which 

material and manufacturer to choose 

with a goal of better stopping and less 

dust. I’d love to replace my current 

gauge faces with some new UJ faces 

from Cockpit Specialties and my ulti-

mate dream is to replace or recover 

the cloth seats with some sporty 

leather ones (tastefully highlighted in 

red of course). I doubt that I will get to 

all these items but I keep this list 

in my head as a means of enter-

tainment when there is some 

downtime that needs filling. 

Chances are if you’ve had 

your MINI for more then 2 days, 

you have a list going as well so we 

have that in common. MINIs de-

mand change and modification 

because it is fun, it looks good or it 

helps performance. There is abso-

lutely nothing wrong with an out-

of-the-box MINI, but the potential 

it offers is like a blank canvas for 

an artist. Whether for aesthetics 

or performance most owners will 

add something to their MINI that 

is just a fact.  It seems that we 

MINI owners are more embracing 

of change then most other drivers 

out there. 

Chuck Maybee 

President, MINI5280 

Monthly  

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 



 

Page  2 

OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE MOTORING SOCIETY OF THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION  November 2008  

GOODBYE SUMMER HELLO FALL (GBSHF) RIDE AND PICNIC 
Jacob vanLierop even graced us with his pirate 

kite (after all hands were called on deck to 

help in its construction). Life was good.  

Then, suddenly a brisk gale-force wind 

blew all of our MINIs into the lake. Well 

not really but it did take down our tents 

and nearly killed our newsletter Editor, 

Ingrid 

Fleming, 

who was 

busy enter-

taining her 

mother 

visiting 

from Ger-

many.  

The offending tent that struck Ingrid was 

taken down and harshly stuffed into its bag, 

probably never to see daylight again until the 

next MITM 

So apart from the tongue lashing  from 

law enforcement, wind-blown debris in 

the eyes and a slight decapitation of one 

of the members, it really was a great send 

off for a fine summer as well as a hearty 

hello to my fa-

vorite season 

Fall. 

 

 

 

 

 

Article by: Chuck Maybee 

Photos by: Kendall Gelner & Chuck Maybee 

 

As suggested by Jonathan Souza, our club 

held a celebration for the coming of fall 

and farewell to a most enjoyable summer.  

This was a two-part event with a ride held 

in the morning 

and a picnic at 

Chatfield Reservoir 

the afternoon of 

September 28. 

The ride left from 

the Stegosaurus 

let near I-70 and 

CO26 at 8:30 am 

on a beautiful fall morning.  Four MINIs 

swept through Morrison and up to Squaw 

Pass via Evergreen.  Stopping several times 

for photographic opportunities, we 

climbed our way up the side of Mt. Evans 

up to Summit Lake. After a stern warning 

from a park ranger about excessive speeds 

and more photos we slide back down the 

mountain and on 

down to Chatfield 

Reservoir taking 

North Turkey 

Creek, South Tur-

key Creek and 

Deer Creek Can-

yon roads. Fun 

and twisty with 

gorgeous 

weather truly ended summer in a fitting 

manner. 

Later that afternoon, at the north end of 

Chatfield park on the dam , we gathered 

again for a proper welcoming of Fall. The 

club officers served chicken, Barbequed 

pork, hot steaming corn on the cob and 

watermelon. Many thousands of cookies 

were supplied by all in attendance and 

kites were flown in celebration.  
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MAGICAL MYSTERY MINI TOUR (MMMT) 

Another run was titled the Steve McQueen Run. 

This ride ran through the streets of San Francisco; 

going down the famous Lombard Street, and pass-

ing famous landmarks such as Coit Tower and 

Ocean Beach. The fourth run was a ride 

through the "roller coaster" roads of 

the Santa Cruz area south of 

San Francisco, with lunch 

at the famous Mountain 

House Restaurant. If the 

rides were not enough activ-

ity, there were all the tourist 

spots near the "city by the bay" 

to visit. 

On Saturday, there were two win-

ery tours you could choose from 

after the morning ride, a coloring 

contest for the 

kids, 

and 

the 

Ven-

dor 

Fair. At 

sunset, 

there 

was a 

BBQ dinner and a live con-

cert with a Beatles Tribute Band (The Sun 

Kings). The entertainment was top notch! 

There was a sunrise, 6:00 AM beach bonfire and 

breakfast on Sunday morning. Not sure how many 

people made it to this event, it was too early for 

many of us after watching the concert the night 

before. 

It was an event that had a lot to offer. We had a 

great time meeting other MINI enthusiasts, and 

renewing friendships with people we had met 

from other tours.  

 

Article & Photos by Eleanor Wong 

MINI5280 members Ken Lively, along with Whit-

low and Eleanor Wong recently attended the 

inaugural Magical Mystery MINI Tour 

in San Francisco, California. The 

event was hosted by the Red-

wood Empire Mini Enthusi-

asts (REME) on September 

5-7. The location of the 

event was on Treasure 

Island; midway point on 

the San Francisco-

Oakland Bay Bridge. 

There were over 500 

people registered 

for the 

event, 

and 

over 300 

MINI/

Minis at-

tending.  

There were 

plenty of ac-

tivities for all 

types of inter- ests. 

The program had four detailed 

rides to select. 

Two of the 

rides took par-

ticipants north 

of San Fran-

cisco, through 

the Marin 

Headlands and 

to Point Reyes 

National Sea-

shore. These 

two rides took 

us through 
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In the fall of each year the 

MINI5280 club holds an event 

called Yalla Yalla. This event is 

meant to celebrate the found-

ing of the club back in 2002 as 

well as the release by BMW of 

the new MINI. The MINI5280 

club was started as away for 

fellow MINI motoring enthusi-

asts to socialize and share in a 

common passion of all things 

MINI. Now, 6 years hence, the 

club boasts over 200 members 

within the Rocky Mountain 

region and annually hosts the 

nationally recognized MINIs in 

the Mountains each August. Club 

events include monthly informal 

drives, poker runs, scavenger 

hunts and track days. The club 

holds monthly meetings and 

publishes a monthly newsletter 

to keep all members informed 

about MINI happenings both lo-

cally and nationally. 

This year’s Yalla Yalla was held 

on October 26th and was strate-

gically planed to occur on a Bronco’s off weekend to in-

crease attendance. Yalla Yalla is a ride, a quiz, a scaven-

ger hunt and a musical discovery. It is a mysterious jour-

ney to an unknown destination and getting there is most 

of the fun. Our journey this year began in Louisville at 

the Old Santa Fe restaurant. 

The drivers were given bags 

containing gifts from Detail-

ers Paradise, Ralph Schomp 

MINI and MINI Motoring 

Graphics as well as the Ad-

venture Guide, Yalla Yalla 

music CD and route sheets. 

More importantly from a 

scoring standpoint the bags 

contained the music quiz, 

route quiz and an Emergency 

Lostitude envelope (in case 

they just couldn’t find their 

way home).   

MINI5280 YALLA YALLA 2008 – THE LOST SOULS JOURNEY 

It was easy to 

tell those drivers 

that read the 

instructions 

from those that 

didn’t as the 

first route quiz 

question was 

found above the 

restaurant’s door. Many a MINI was seen departing the 

parking lot only to have to return to find the answer. A 

total of 36 Yalla Yalla drivers began the course which 

took them through Boulder, Hygiene, Masonville, Love-

land and Longmont. The organizers of the event pur-

posely forgot to mention at the start that there were 

two different routes so just north of Boulder half the 

drivers turned one 

way while the other 

half turned the 

other. Confusion 

was rampant and 

true Yalla Yalla was 

obtained. As sug-

gested most drivers 

had a designated navigator and the few that didn’t soon 

wish they had. 

 Yalla Yalla reportedly is derived from a word on 

the island of Bali which loosely translated means to wan-

der about. Rest assured that in true MINI5280 spirit 

there was much Yalla Yalla on this particular Sunday. 

Participants were given vague word clues for route turns 

and destinations and the two routes crossed in the sce-

nic lands west of Longmont.  
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 In the end, all participants finished (or were at 

least accounted for) at the Louisville Recreation Cen-

ter. Prizes from Detailers Paradise were awarded for 

high scores on the music and route quizzes, overall 

points, first and last to finish, driver to finish closest to 

average and best dressed MINI. A drawing was then 

held using raffle tickets handed out in Masonville and 

each participant walked away from Yalla Yalla with a 

nice prize for their effort. 

 MINI5280 wishes to thank this year’s Yalla 

Yalla sponsors; Detailers Paradise, Ralph Schomp MINI, 

MINI Motoring Graphics and Checker Auto for their 

generous contributions of prizes for the participants. 

We also wish to thank the event organizers; Ms. Teena 

Craighill, Ms. Kim Stone, Mr. David Bierbaumer and 

Mr. Don Suiter. We also need to thank the owners of 

Old Santa Fe restaurant for allowing us to use their 

parking lot as a starting spot and the owners of the 

Masonville Mercantile for opening early and allowing 

us to overwhelm them. Finally we wish to apologize to 

the woman that was obviously perturbed that this 

year’s Yalla Yalla selected her neighborhood as part of 

the route and the woman at the Carter Lake Marina 

Store that patiently answered the same route question 

from 36 lost MINIs. 

MINI5280 is a non-profit collection of motor-

ing enthusiasts and is open to the general public inter-

ested in membership. Our website can be found at: 

www.MINI5280.org . Membership information can be 

found on the site as can event photos, a club calendar 

and past newsletters. 

Article by: Chuck Maybee 

Photos by: Don Suiter and Markas Korotkovas 

Through Carter Lake, Left-hand Canyon and the back 

roads of our colorful State, MINIs traveled and wan-

dered, passing others coming from where they were 

going and having just come from where the  passersby 

was heading. Three check-points were provided to en-

sure drivers could get back on track and to keep track 

of drivers. Mid-point was in Masonville at the Mason-

ville Mercantile which actually held several answers to 

the route quiz as well as the one scavenger hunt item.  

Our aptly chosen theme this year, being so 

close to Halloween, was Lost Souls and the music CD 

enhanced the Halloween season as well as the lost 

souls theme. A total of 18 points could be had if all 

music questions were answered correctly and 2 more 

points were added if a bonus question asking to link 

Alfred Hitchcock to the new MINI in six connections or 

less could be found. The route quiz contained another 

18 points regardless of the route assigned and again 2 

extra points were awarded if the riders could identify 

that the No Dirt rule/guideline was broken and if they 

brought to the finish a fortune ticket purchased from 

the Mercantile. 
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I believe at this time there are three delivered 09 JCW 

MINI COOPERs in Colorado, lady in Steamboat, Dennis 

S and Umberto T.  Perhaps more by now, since it has 

been a few months since September. 

As many of you 

know, I ordered 

my 07 R56 MCSa 

in April 2007 and 

took delivery in 

June 2007.  One 

of my very good 

friends has always liked the MINI COOPER and has a 

history from the 60s/70s with the Classic Mini and his 

early car days in Italy.  To make a long story short, Um-

berto Toscano decided it was time to order his MINI, 

not just any MINI but a new 09 JCW Coupe. 

After much discus-

sion and prodding, 

he finally set a day 

to go down to 

Schomp MINI in 

Denver, Colorado 

to place the order.  

Since I had been the primary instigator, he invited me 

along to look over his shoulder as he worked with 

Mike Dankert at Schomp. 

Now you have to understand, we had been going back 

and forth about the perfect MCS for a number of 

months and spending many hours on the MINI con-

figuration website, this was going to be an interesting 

order process.  And I do like to help my friends buy the 

perfect MINI and spend their money!  Now with the 09 

JCW this was even 

easier. 

Since Umberto is a 

collector of fine 

cars and an active 

sports car racer to 

boot, we had a 

challenge with 

the JCW.  The 

final decision 

was to keep it 

simple, light and 

fast.  Color was 

a challenge as 

we had lots of 

input from the family with the deciding factor being Um-

berto’s 2 ½ year old Granddaughter Giulia (she is a little 

car nut).  

 

A great deliberation ensued over the MINI’s color as the 

little granddaughter loves red (CR/W was a close second 

place) and most of the car collection is made up of red 

cars (2 Red Ferrari’s, 2 Red Alfa Romeo’s, even a red 

Jeep Renegade Wrangler). The final decision was a clas-

sic combination, Laser Blue, white roof and mirrors and 

no sunroof. 

So, ordered on June 17, 2008, born on July 3, 2008 and 

delivered on September 2, 2008 a very nice, well 

equipped and fast JCW MINI COOPER. 

Options were kept simple, no Sunroof, Leatherette sport 

seats, Cold Weather Package,  Chrome line interior, 17 

Inch Challenge wheels Dunlop run-flats, standard base 

suspension, standard air-conditioning, Sirius radio, an-

thracite headliner, 

White bonnet 

stripes, Xenon 

headlights, MFSW,  

Rear fog lights and 

JCW Body kit 

which was in-

stalled at the VDC, 

plus all the JCW 

enhancements 

which come with the 2009 JCW MINI COOPER. 

 

Added at the dealer were the JCW strut brace, front and 

UMBERTO’S NEW 09 JCW MINI COOPER 
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rear mats to protect the carpets.   Of course the JCW had 

to have a JCW car cover and three MINI models for the 

Granddaughter and friends. At this time I’m not sure the 

car cover has been used, since the JCW sits in a nice 

multi-car garage with the other stable mates. 

Plans are to add an updated rear sway bar (19 mm), pos-

sible lowering springs and a ECU flash if something be-

comes available which is reliable and worthwhile.   In 

Europe a couple tuners are offering ECU updates via the 

ODB and showing 250 HP, so far no one in the USA has 

become a U S provider. 

Try Performance Torque in the UK for information about 

this option.  They also offer ECU mapping for the MC and 

MCS.  http://www.p-torque.co.uk/ 

 

One of Umberto’s dear friends in Italy owns a new car 

dealership and has been telling him that the local tuners 

are making 240+ on the new JCW, so we shall see what 

happens with his JCW. 

 

Over the first week or two of ownership, Umberto has 

made some additions to his JCW.  He fabricated a heat 

shield for his turbo to reduce bonnet heat and scoop 

melting, very nicely done. 

One of the items which torques off  (pun intended) many 

new JCW owners is the lack of JCW badges on the 09 

JCW, Umberto (with prompting from me) applied some 

subtle  and stylish upgrades to address that concern. The 

only way you can tell this is a JCW is the exterior badges, 

the interior speedometer and the dash flag.  The engine 

bay of the JCW is bare of badges, the only JCW marked 

item is the STB. 

Currently you can check out Umberto’s JCW at an occa-

sional Cinos C&C gathering.  In the future I hope to en-

courage Umberto and his wife to come on some of the 

MINI5280 drives and  the next MITM in August. 

I will finish up with a recent picture of the JCW and a fine 

image by Motor On (NAM- Drew) from last Saturday’s 

November 1, 2008 Cinos. © Drew – Motor On used with 

permission. 

Article and photos 

by Don Suiter 
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FIRST PHOTOS OF THE NEW MINI CONVERTIBLE 

UPDATE ON HPR 

Yesterday, Sat. 11-1-08, Animal, Karl M, Joe G, Jerry O, Ted W, Mark F, Bill K, Ed S, myself, and a bunch of 

guys from other clubs unloaded 900 new tires from a semitrailer at HPR. Then we stacked and sorted by 

size (40 different sizes). It took about 2 1/2 hrs.  

 

There will be a trailer at HPR every Sat at 9:00am for the next 14 weeks needing help. 14 weeks is just 

about March first. We have our first race there in early April. The trailer can't unload itself. The nine SCCA 

guys can't do it every week, so, WE NEED HELP!  

 

Bring gloves, old dirty clothes, and water. Don't worry about staying warm, it is not easy work. But you 

may be used as a tire roller (definitely easier). Tire placement and tire bolting will begin soon. If you have a 

drill that can drive a 5/16" hex head screw, bring it.  

 

Most of the concrete walls are in place, two trailers were delivered Sat morn, the recycled asphalt is 

graded in the paddock, the dirt is graded around the track. The place looks better every week.  

 

Bob Stream  

TRACK NEWS 
 

11/09/2008 Auto X at Dick’s Sporting Goods Park (Commerce  City) with SCCA 

$30 for registration 

Registration closes on 11/06/2008 @10:00 AM 

Weather Permitting 

 

01/18/2009 Auto X at Dick’s Sporting Goods Park (Commerce  City) with SCCA 

$30 for registration 

Weather Permitting 
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This Car Can Tell Police When You Speed?? 

A  L I T T L E  B L A C K  B O X  S H O W I N G  U P  I N  C A R S  R E C O R D S  Y O U R  E V E R Y  M O V E 
Column by MICHAEL S. MALONE 

 

Remember this guy's name -- Scott Weires -- because I think he's a 

new American hero. 

Weires, an attorney who lives in Florida, is apparently something of a 

car nut and, like most of his peers, he fell in love with the new 2009 

Nissan GT-R. Enough in love that he ordered one. 

In case you haven't heard about the GT-R, it is basically an ICBM tipped 

over on its side. It's just an absolute screamer of a car -- 480 HP, 0-60 

in a reported 3.2 seconds -- and even at the $82,000 Weires paid for 

his Super Silver version (Nissan just bumped up the price by seven 

grand), it is still one of the world's best automobile performance buys. 

So you can understand why Weires wanted one of these Ultimate Rice 

Rockets and plunked down the money in advance. 

And then something amazing happened: Suddenly, after years of 

dreaming about the car after he first saw the concept design, and after 

months of waiting in line, Weires suddenly canceled his order. 

Why? Because he found out that the GT-R is going to have tucked 

away deep inside and attached to its chassis a black box similar to the 

ones we always hear about after airplane crashes. Yeah, that's right: 

an electronic data recorder (EDR) that keeps track of everything from 

air-bag sensors to throttle controls to engine performance gauges. 

Worse, at least to Weires, was that the GT-R contained an even more 

sophisticated version of EDR called a "Vehicle Status Data Re-

corder" (VSDR) -- this little baby not only activates when a crash is 

imminent, but runs all the time. 

Think about that for a moment, and then think about your driving 

history. 

Dude, I live in Silicon Valley, the land of the California Rolling Stop, the 

ignored speed limit signs and the place where the Rice Rocket was 

invented. And, in this land of automotive scofflaws, I am the guy who a 

friend once described as "driving like I just robbed a bank." 

I have done things with cars that make me burst into sweat just recall-

ing them. And if you are a red-blooded American male -- or, from what 

I've seen lately, an American teenage girl -- your driving history is 

probably very similar to mine. And you can understand why a sports 

car enthusiast and lawyer like Weires might object to having a driving 

behavior monitor strapped beneath his seat. 

The automobile makers tell us not to worry, that these devices are 

only there to identify design weaknesses in the car so that those prob-

lems can be improved in future models. According to AutoWeek maga-

zine, Nissan says that the VSDR in the GT-R does not record sounds or 

images but "always records and stores vehicle-operating data between 

periodic inspections, which can assist and be used for servicing, diag-

nosing and performing warranty repairs." 

It was that last part that made Weires jumpy -- and understandably so, 

once you picture the scenario where the Nissan dealership refuses to 

honor the warranty on your engine because you over-revved it twice 

last Thursday. 

But I think there's a lot more to worry about. Right now, carmakers 

also see EDRs and VSDRs as a way to protect themselves in product 

safety lawsuits. And law enforcement folks understandably like the 

idea of showing up at an accident scene, plugging in their laptop and 

downloading information on the final moments before the crash: Did 

the driver brake? Veer? Why did the side air bags not open? Etc. 

It also sounds pretty benign, even useful. But unlike Weires, I'm a tech-

nology guy -- and I have a very acute sense of how seemingly harmless 

new technologies have a tendency to metastasize into something far 

nastier and, usually, end up invading our privacy or diminishing our 

freedoms. And, perhaps due to my own driving history, the story of 

Weires and his black box had sirens going off in my head. 

Think of the worst possible scenarios, and whatever you come up with 

has a good chance of happening. For example, you know those random 

checkpoint stops that the police set up every year around the holidays 

to catch drunks. I've never been a big fan of them, mostly for civil liber-

ties reasons, but like most people I endure this little inconvenience for 

the perceived larger good. 

But what about a checkpoint where the cop walks up, plugs his laptop 

into your car and then tickets you for going over the speed limit three 

times last week? Put up some "smart" speed signs that send out signals 

to your car's black box and it would be simple to make the comparison. 

Like that one? 

How about this -- because the black box also records the forces, such as 

yaw, on the car, the cop could also check the number of times you over-

stressed the car's suspension and arrest you for reckless driving. Oh, did 

I mention that there is nothing to keep the black box from recording 

your conversations in the car, your movements, the places you visited, 

etc., etc. Drive into the wrong neighborhood and you may void your car 

insurance -- and do so in real time when your black box gains a wireless 

"voice." 

The car companies and the National Highway Traffic Safety Administra-

tion assure us that even if they were to gather this information, they 

would never, ever use it for the wrong reasons. Sure, just like Google 

promises to never look up your identity and to throw out all search 

records every six months. Just trust them -- even though, by their very 

behavior in all of this, the automakers and the NHTSA have already 

shown that they don't trust you. Oh, did I mention the small print in the 

owner's manual that says all of your car's black box info belongs to you 

& except when requested by a court order? I'm sure that makes you 

feel all safe and warm inside. 

So, the solution is to just not buy a Nissan -- right? Well, no. In fact, 

most U.S. carmakers have already, or are about to, install EDRs. If 

you've got On-Star in your car, you certainly already have it. And if a car 

has an EDR, a new federal mandate requires that it monitor 30 different 

data points by 2012. Take a Ball-peen hammer or a jumper cable to 

your car's black box and you will be breaking the law. 

The good news is that some carmakers have no plans to install EDRs. 

For some, such as Kia, it's a cost consideration on their low-priced cars. 

More interesting is at the other end of the spectrum, where Mercedes 

and other German cars don't carry black boxes because they are 

deemed to violate privacy laws. 

Shouldn't that be some kind of clue? When the Germans -- who, after 

the Gestapo and the Stasi, know a little something about surveillance 

and the loss of privacy -- ban these devices, why should we let them 

into our daily lives? 

I'm predicting a run on old cars very soon. Maybe it's finally time to buy 

that '67 GTO and laugh as I pass all those suckers whose powerful new 

cars refuse to let them exceed the speed limit. 

 

This is the opinion of the columnist and in no way reflects the opinion of 

ABC News. 

Copyright © 2008 ABC News Internet Ventures 
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MEET YOUR MEMBERS  

Name 
Teena Craighill & RUDEBOX  

(aka Robbie) 

Date of Purchase (Mini) December 2006, Pick up: March 2007 

Dealer of Purchase Ralph Schomp MINI 

Spouse & Years Married Rich. Married 12 years. 

Is she / he a MINI Mania? Actually, he’s looking for his ‘own’ MINI  

Children Info  

Comet – 11, Yeti – 9, Raz – 8 

The four-legged furry kind…235lbs worth! 

Yeti graduated from PetSmart obedience training. She and 
Raz have also been educated with Bark Busters…but we 
don’t enforce homework. 

Relatives 1 niece, 4 nephews & 1 on-the-way 

Address Longmont 

Mods 
Webb 15% reduction pulley (powder coated in Chili Red!). 
DDMWorks Stainless Steel Cold Air Intake. Did you see my 
Craven red anodized dipstick?! 

Color Chili Red, black top, black bonnet & boot stripes. 

Employer /Type of Business Reporter-Herald newspaper—Graphics Designer 

 Hobbies 
Colorado Eagles Hockey (CHL),  concerts,  comedy 
shows, photography, pictures with 'celebrities' (cheek to 
cheek with Billy Idol is, so far, my favorite picture) and of 

Greatest Achievement Since 

College 
Too many to choose from! The best and most patient hus-
band, a good job, a roof over my head, a nice car...  

Favorite MINI Memory 

Recently, while testing the Yalla Yalla route, I found myself in 
the middle of a Corvette rally going to Carter Lake. Not want-
ing to pull over in the dirt for them to fly past me, I held my 
own on the twisties. Also can’t forget taking 1st place at the 

A couple favorite songs from 

the college days 
From 1993...I'm a Madonna-fanatic...so anything by her, 
Janet Jackson and who didn't love Salt ‘n Pepa!! 

My History with the MINI 

I wanted to sell my '98 Eclipse Spyder. The choices were between 
the new '06 Eclipse Spyder & ’07 Mini Cooper convertible. We were 
hesitant about going with another Mitsubishi but thought we should 
check them out just to be sure. The day we went to test drive a Spy-
der, it started raining…the minute we put the top down! We took it as 
a 'sign' and made an appointment at Ralph Schomp...the rest is his-
tory. I sold the Eclipse to my niece ...maybe she'll end up with a MINI 
someday. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

MINI USA TAKES VEHICLE CUSTOMIZATION TO NEW HEIGHTS WITH ANNOUNCEMENT OF PARTNERSHIP WITH 

ORIGINAL WRAPS, INC. 

New Web Portal Allows MINI Enthusiasts to Choose or Create Own Interior and Exterior Vinyl Graphics for 

Unparalleled Level of Personalization 

Woodcliff Lake, NJ – October 2, 2008...MINI USA—automaker of the iconic and uniquely individualizable line of 

passenger cars that made small cars cool—announced today a partnership with Lakewood, Colorado-based 

Original Wraps, Inc., a leading provider of on-demand and physical personalization.  The partnership provides 

MINI enthusiasts the availability of interior/exterior graphics and complete personalization of their vehicles 

through a new Web portal – www.MINImotoringgraphics.com., which is currently live. 

“We are delighted to have partnered with Original Wraps, a true leader in the vehicle customization industry,” 

said Jim McDowell, Vice President of MINI USA.  “Individualism has always been an important aspect of MINI, 

which our customers love, and this new partnership enhances the level of personalization we can provide.  This 

gives MINI enthusiasts a nearly limitless palette to express their personalities.” 

The MINI Motoring Graphics are available for every year and model of MINI since 2002. Customers can choose 

from vinyl graphics ranging from original art, national flags and thousands more. In addition, users can even up-

load their own photos and images, or download templates to create their own designs, with Original Wraps 

manufacturing the custom graphics.  The wrap itself is made from a professional-grade 3M vinyl, which is 

printed via a proprietary process that ensures detailed and premium images. The wrap is then coated with a 

glossy, 3M laminated finish and custom cut, which allows for a perfect fit for each MINI. 

"MINI owners are already personalizing their vehicles in one way or another, but there hasn’t been a reliable 

one stop shop with unique designs, until now.  Partnered with MINI, we have created a comprehensive MINI 

personalization portal that will get every MINI driver’s imagination flowing," said Tom Stemple, Chief Executive 

Officer and founder of Original Wraps. "MINI Motoring Graphics allows MINI owners multiple ways to personal-

ize their MINIs, including the ability to display their own pictures and artwork on the vehicle." 

MINI Motoring Graphics are made with the highest quality 3M vinyl and come with a performance warranty.  

Some of the graphics can be applied by customers, but professional installers are recommended for many of the 

graphics.  The graphics can easily be removed without damaging the surface of the vehicle.  This allows custom-

ers the ability to personalize their MINIs as often as they choose at a low cost. 

The cost of each graphic ranges from $9.99 to $349.00 and can be purchased at 

www.MINIMotoringGraphics.com or any local MINI dealer.  The wraps can be shipped direct to the consumer or 

to a MINI dealer, and usually arrive within days. 
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June 5—June 8, 2009 
June 5—Denver to Cody WY 

June 6—Yellowstone Park 

June 7—Yellowstone to Jackson WY 

June 8—Jackson to Denver 

Group to make their own hotel reservations in or around each location 
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NEXT CLUB MEETING  

7:00 PM TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 11 , 2008 

Pints Pub 

221 W. 13th Ave. 

Denver,  CO 80204 

Phone: (303) 534-7543 

We’ll be upstairs 

 

Come join us at this urban location, venue for MOTR monthly 

meetings. 

7:00 pm for business with beer and food afterward. 

Chuck Maybee 

President, MINI5280 
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CLASS IF IEDS 
For Sale – 2007 MCS CR/B $28.000 OBO 

This is my personal car, which I special ordered from MINI. I received the car in March of 2007. I have upgraded the 

car with street oriented performance parts. The upgrades include: 

Performance Wheels/Tires (silver Kosei K1/Bridgestone RE01R or black 

Team Dynamics/RE01R) 

Webb Motorsports Extreme Rear Swaybar 

H&R Springs 

Webb Motorsports front camber plates 

Webb Motorsports rear aluminum adjustable camber arms 

Webb Motorsports cold air intake 

Milltek downpipe with high flow catalyst 

Milltek/Webb Motorsports cat-back exhaust 

Custom GIAC/Webb Motorsports ECU tuning 

Redline oil 

Redline Water Wetter 

Redline MTL 

Motul brake fluid 

Carbotech front brake pads (stock included) 

Vinyl Styles (VS) blacked out grill 

VS blacked out headlight rings 

VS blacked out beltline 

VS blacked out tail light rings 

Aesthetic Creations black side marker housings 

 

The car was ordered with the factory Limited Slip Differential, the Sport suspen-

sion, Multi-Function Steering Wheel in leather, Lounge Leather interior option, 

Anthracite headliner, Piano Black dash, and Rooster Red dash line. The car is 

Chile Red with a Black Roof. I have the stock suspension which is included with 

the car. I also have the stock intake and downpipe, and the intake includes an Alta foam filter element. 

I am the owner of Webb Motorsports, and I love these cars. This car is totally set up, waxed over and over, not a ding 

on it, and I have changed the oil at 5000 mile increments with Redline and bled the entire brake system twice with 

Motul. The car currently has 14,750 miles. It gets 32 MPG on average with both highway and city driving. It has never 

been in an accident. 

I have dyno sheets for the car, weight sheet (it was built with light weight in mind - no sunroof or Xenon lights), origi-

nal window sticker, and full alignment specs. The picture does not show the car in its current state with the VS black 

out bits. 

Please email for quickest response - I doubt this will last long. The price is $28,000 OBO  

randy@webbmotorsports.com or randybmc@gmail.com 

Location: Highlands Ranch  

�
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CLASSIF IEDS 

Custom MINI Shift Knobs 

2002-2006 Mini Cooper Shift Knobs. $40.00 Shipped. 

Custom made from pool balls. Locks on with a dowel pin 

and set screws, will not spin.  

e-mail me at bryansusanw@hotmail.com  

 

If you have any items for our classified section please 

email a description, price and photo(s) to: 

Newsletter@MINI5280.org 

 Jean Allais (NAM: eeyore) has published a cookbook full of fun recipes, 

witty humor and over 80 photographs of MINIs. 

If you can cook, know someone who can, can correctly identify a stove 

from a microwave or can spell meringue – this book is for you. 

Given my “if it don’t come in a can, it don’t go in this man” philosophy 

of culinary arts, even I have found the recipes easy to follow with su-

perb results. For example my favorite on page 30: 

Single Malt Highland Scotch 

Ingredients: 

1 Bottle Single Malt Highland Scotch 

Directions: 

Open bottle of Single Malt Highland Scotch.  

Pour 4 to 6 ounces in a glass. 

Drink.  Ice is sometimes added to this recipe. 

Order via PayPal for $20 which includes postage: just jean@bresnan.net 

If you have  an idea for a ride, function, event, get-

together or meeting place let us know at:  

info@MINI5280.org 

You could receive MINI5280 swag for your effort! 
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For Sale – MITM Plaques $15 

These plaques are made by a MINI5280 member out of 
aluminum. They are engraved with the MITM logo and 
yet do not include a year so they are in fact timeless. 

These are perfect for mounting in the engine bay, dash 
or bumper and include their own adhesive backing. 

Contact: Bryan Williamson at 

bryansusanw@hotmail.com 

Children’s Hospital Charity Run 
Confirmed as follows:  

•  Sunday, December 21 

•  NOON arrival 

•  Same routine as before 

•  Children under 15 not allowed beyond lobby area  

•  Barb Agnelli will meet and greet and offer short tour 

•  Park on Road between Hospital and Parking Structure. 

 I suggest two meetup groups at 11:15 on both the North and South sides of 

town.  Then to Children's separately.  

Done by 1 pm. Broncos at 2 pm.  

 

JPS  - Look for more details in the next newsletter and on NAM 
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Calendar of EventsCalendar of EventsCalendar of Events   

November 11 MINI5280 Monthly Meeting, Pints Pub, Denver 

December 3 MOTR Monthly Meeting 

December 6 Coffee and Cars, Cino’s Coffee and News 

December 9 MINI5280 Meeting (TBA) 

December 21 Children’s Hospital Charity Run 

May 15—18– 2009 MMC MINI Getaway, Black Hills, SD 

June 5—8 MGTY—MINIs Go To Yellowstone 

Here are the upcoming MINI5280 events as well as events from other clubs and organiza-

tions. For more details on all events visit the MINI5280 Calendar on NAM. Make sure to 

check the calendar often because you never know when something may be added! 
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