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MESSAGE FROM THE PRE SIDENT
I had a job years back where I travelled
the world doing consulting gigs for an engineering software firm. I use to love air
travel but after a million air miles in four
years I kind of grew out of it. The trill and
excitement of travel lost its luster and the
countless nights in foreign hotel rooms left
a lot to be desired. It seems that the fantasy of travel was far better then the real
thing.
This month marks the third anniversary of
my purchase of the MINI. During the 2
months I waited for delivery back in 2006 I
fantasized about driving the car. Mountain
roads, top down and wind blowing were
common themes in my day dreams. I
even planned my first MINI detailing, running through my mind the steps I would
take and the products I would use. I
searched the roads and parking lots as I
drove to work looking for MINIs and
learned the difference between models
both visual and mechanical.
Yup I was fanatical. Then I was delivered
my MINI on July 7th and dreams became
reality. It was pure ecstasy – even better
then my wildest fantasy. I looked for reasons to drive her and any excuse was
good enough. I just couldn’t get enough
time behind the wheel, so I decided to
start driving it to Utah and Wyoming for
business trips. It almost seemed like
stealing from my employer; I got to drive
the MINI to the field and was reimbursed
for mileage – having my cake and eating
too. Of course I took the camera and
found scenic places to pull over for some
MINI shots. I endured the good natured
ridicule from the oilfield folks and enjoyed
the stares of people from Vernal, UT to
Riverton, WY and all points in between.
Three years later and my MINI now has
over nearly 38,000 miles. I have averaged

27.8 mpg and have purchased 1,369.5
gallons of gasoline for a total cost
$4,238.21. I’ve spent considerable more
on modifications – tires, wheels, sway
bar, stripes, badges, floor mats, seat
covers, gauge faces, chrome bling, Union Jack bling and decals. I’ve probably
wash the car over a 200 times, waxed it
about 25 times and performed a full detail on at least a half dozen occasions.
The dealer has changed the oil three
times and I’ve changed it four other
times. I have rotated the tires every
5,000 miles and cleaned the air filter at
the same interval. Seventeen times I’ve
joined other MINI owners for drives and
I’ve attended four national MINI events.
Truly I have lived the MINI life and when
it comes down to it the reality is way better then my pre-MINI fantasies.
Sometimes what you yearn for turns out
to be not so great. For some things the
spark remains only because you get to
spend less time then you actually would
like. For me I spend about the right
amount of time with my MINI and the
club and I’m careful not to get burned
out. I like this obsession and if I didn’t
have it I’m sure I don’t know what else
would occupy my time. A hobby done all
the time is called a job and I don’t want
my MINI or the club to become work. So
I’m careful to leave myself always wanting a bit more. We all have that in common – the desire to have fun and joy in
our lives. Not to feel too obligated or too
committed to social engagements. To
come and go as we please and not feel
as if we have to do something is what
makes our social choices fun. Time outside of work is very valuable and it is
wasted if you feel like you got to be
somewhere or feel like you’re obligated
to do something no matter how much fun
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it may be.
So as long as my MINI reality is
better then the dream - it stays. As
long as I get more from the club
then I give up on days off - it stays.
People have different measures but
those are mine. I hope I’m still living
the MINI dream a million car miles
from now.
Chuck Maybee,
President, MINI5280
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THE MINI5280 BREAKFA ST MEETING AND GROUP CLEAN
For this month’s meeting we are planning a breakfast
get together. This should increase participation and
waistlines as well as general club camaraderie.
The breakfast will begin at 8:30 AM at
The Old Santa Fe Restaurant, 994 W Dillon Rd
Lafayette, CO 80027.

So where will this frenzy of froth, this labor in lather,
this spectacle of soap actually occur? Can’t tell you
because it’s a secret. If you come to the meeting I
will handout the Operation Clean Machine logistics
and we can motor to the location together.
I can tell you that there will be water for washing,
Heather for questions, Paia for cooing, sodas and
drinking water as well as indoor facilities in case nature calls.
Our newly appointed staff of club meteorologists
(the last bunch was sacked after what has now been
named the snowy crack debacle) have promised a
sunny day so bring sunscreen. You might also want
to bring some shade and a chair or two plus bring
lots of detailing questions for Detailers Paradise.
See you there and don’t be embarrassed, cold water
always makes your MINI shrink.

Afterward we will have a quick meeting in the parking
lot and then … wait for it
A group clean! That’s right now you can scrub your
MINI in front of others while we all watch and cheer.
The club will provide clay (makes your paint oh so
smooth), Detailers Paradise will provide some quality
PRIMA products and the location will supply the water.
You should plan on bringing a wash mitt, a bucket or
two and some towels. Extra credit given for microfiber
and stand-in-the-corner-time for any sponges.
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MINI5280
―Meet Your Members‖ Spotlight: Andy Autobee

Name

Nickname
Date of Purchase (Mini)
Dealer of Purchase
Spouse
Year Married
Is he/she a MINI Mania?
Children Info
Grandchildren
Address

Mods

Color
Employer / Type of Business
Position
Hobbies
Greatest Achievement Since College
Favorite MINI Memory
A few favorite songs from the college days
My History with the MINI

Andy Autobee

Me: Andy. The MINI: Rex (made from letters in the VIN)
September 2004
Ralph Schomp
Erin
2005. We even had MINI in the wedding as our “Limos”
Of course! She would have one if it was practical.
No children yet. Just to two spoiled puppies, “Minnie and
Cooper” They love the car too. Have been going in it since
they were little ones.
Gotta have children for that to happen! :-)
Aurora, Colorado
WMS Reduction Pulley, JCW Cold Air intake, Engine “Eyes”,
iPod adapter, Ian cull “auto up” window circuit, Whalen shift
knob, MINI5280 decals, custom made sunroof shades, custom made seat pulls. Everything else is stock.
The fastest color of them all, Chili Red with White roof and
stripes.
Office Depot / Retail
Manger of Copy and Print
Gadgets, Computers, Photography
Getting married and buying a house. Getting a MINI
There are 95,653 miles of great memories with the MINI.
Hard to narrow it down to just one.
Ummm, as long as it wasn't country or rap, it was a favorite.
Has been good. Fairly trouble free except for a few minor
issues here and there. Hope it stays around for a while, if not
it will most likely be replaced by another MINI
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AMVIV VI – A Road Trip and History

In 1959, the Mini was born.
This year, we celebrate 50 years
of the Mini. But did you know
that in 1959, the “Welcome to
Fabulous Las Vegas” sign was
first erected? Did you know
that that same year, the Nevada Gaming Commission was
created? And did you know
that the Las Vegas Convention
Center opened that year also?
Did you know that topless show
girls debuted in Vegas in 1957
in ‘Minsky’s Follies’. The show ran at the Dunes Hotel.
Well….Neither did I know these things. Now I do. And
now Nigella knows too. Nigella is my car, the PS/B 2003
R53 MINI Cooper S that I took delivery of on February
13, 2003. Nigella Lawson, to be exact. And that’s because a year ago, I had the ‘British Female’ voice installed in my NAV system (factory). Prior to that, the
male voice was unexciting and therefore, unnamed.
BTW, Las Vegas itself was incorporated in 1911, on a site
discovered by John C Fremont in 1844 and very near a
site where the Mormon Church built a fort in 1855.
AMVIV is now 6
years old. The first
AMVIV was in February, 2004 and the
second was a year
later, also in February. But in 2006
they moved to the
last week of March, our Spring Break week in Denver,

and the rest is
history. If not for
that good timing,
I never would
have attended
the 5 of 6 that I
have gone to.
And let me tell
you that 2004 was indeed memorable. For one thing,
the event was based in a different hotel, on the
Strip, the Stardust (since demolished). I remember it
well because right behind it, on Industrial Blvd., was
(at the time) the largest gentleman’s club in town (or
so they said) called the Saphire. It’s still there. It
was at this event that things were simple, and relatively small. The parking lot was just that – asphalt,
ground level,
½ block from
the strip. Easy
in and out. It
was also at
this event that
MINI stuff began to happen
for me. You
see, for the first year I had the MINI, I didn’t drive it
much. It was a garage queen, and logged only 3,800
miles in year one. Then I saw an ad for AMVIV. I
went. I saw. And I met some guy showing off on top
of the Aladdin. You see, they had called for a group
picture on top of some parking structure, where
there was a view of the Strip. The Aladdin it was,
now gone. In it’s place: pH. Planet Hollywood. (Same
structure, same mile-long strip of indoor shops, new
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feel.) Anyway, the
ternoon I headed to
guy showing off
Vegas. As it has been
(and laying long
the last few years, AMpatches of rubber)
VIV is held at the Palace
was none other
Station hotel, off-strip. I
than Denver’s
did not make room resown Randy Webb.
ervations as a part of
Yes, he was laying
the block, but rather
it down, endangering lives, having a good time, establishing his wildtook the suggestion of
west reputation. The one and only. I am not sure
our friends at WWR
what caused me to approach him, but I did. At that
and booked it thru
point he told me about something called MINI5280
www.skoosh.com . You
(then dormant) and that they needed someone to run
ought to check it out,
the club and resurrect the thing. Having done just that
because I paid little more than half of what I paid in
with various alumni clubs, I consented. And my time
past years. It was worth the savings. And what is
with MINI5280 was born. And the need to return to
AMVIV year after year was too.
wrong with the Garden rooms anyway? Just a bit
more walking…. And I have to say, this was the calmest
The second year
AMVIV I remember. Better organized it seemed, very
(2005) was memorapredictable, good arrangement of vendors, and good
ble in that I brought
a co-pilot whom
weather. As always a nice dinner on Saturday (far betsome of you know,
ter than in the past)
Nick Ko. Nick was a
and good prizes.
co-worker who took
The nice thing was
a fancy to the MINI, and he took an even greater fancy
the car show, off
to the nightlife and casinos of Vegas. So Nick came
along with all his cameras and videos and gear and we site this year and for
had fun. Great fun. He never drove a mile. Didn’t know a charitable cause.
how to drive a stick. Didn’t stop him from getting his
Extremely well atown MINI, however.
tended, it is in part
Well I missed one what has led me to decide to have a car show at MITM
this year too. The cars? Lots of Clubmans which I hapyear since then
but that is OK, it pen to like. The size appeals as a small vehicle, but
large on space. My fave was one DS/B, slammed with
was spent with
my son on spring nice 18’s and a couple of coffee cans out back. And
break. This year I there were some nice classics too, as always. Oh, and
arrived late, hav- there is a nice new Dunkin Donuts just down the street
ing spent the entire week of AMVIV playing golf with from the Palace Station. Jonathan says…..Check it Out!
friends up the road in Mesquite, NV. 5 days of that and Article by: Jonathan P Souza as told by Nigella the MINI
I was ready for some relaxed R&R and so on Friday afPhotos by: Jonathan P Souza
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MINIs and Monarchs in Morelia, Michoacán, Mexico
(Note: David and Tere Moulton are MINI5280 members residing in Westminster, CO in the summer. In
the winter months, the Moultons host tours centered
around Monarch butterflies heading south through
the Mexican State of Michoacán. Through a little
email prodding and a handful of MITM license plates,
I convinced David to share his recent adventure with
fellow members. David and Tere are planning to participate in the upcoming MINIs Go To Yellowstone
ride. –Edited by Rick Gonzales.)
Morelia, Mexico, which is a
big city, has a
MINI dealership. It is listed
in the
"Distribuidores
MINI" for Michoacán in
MINI’s world
web site. Several members
of the local
Morelia MINI club met and took off (3-day tour) on
some very twisty roads to Urupan, which is a city of
100,000, and a trip of 120 kilometers. It was a singlelane, twisty road through the mountains. The Mexican State of Michoacán is a mountain state. In comparison, my house here is 6,200 ft high and my house
in Westminster is at 5,200 ft. olice and speeding are
not a problem here. We put the MINIs through their
paces, sometimes hitting 160 kilometers per hour,
which is almost
100 miles per
hour. My wife
was not too
happy, but I was
in the middle of
the pack, so I
could not slow
down without
disgracing our
Colorado MINI
Club. That did

not impress her.
I have the John Cooper Works suspension package on
my MINI so the roads were not a problem, except for
some (see photo of truck). After this 150 KPH exercise
in high speed mountain driving, we ended up in Uruapan. We then proceeded to tour the MINIs though
downtown. Since Urapan is a 16th century Spanish
town, the streets are extremely narrow and the traffic
was intense. But the exercise in narrow street driving
was also well-suited for the MINIs and they rose to

An overturned truck along the route. Free Coke!

the occasion, performing admirably. After this onehour exercise, we ended up at a sea food restaurant
where we drank a lot of beer, ate a lot of shrimp, lied
about our driving abilities and listened to loud mariachi music. The only problem with the restaurant was
that they only served beer in 6-ounce glasses! Needless to say on the way back to Morelia we took the
toll road (double-lane divided highway) at a much
safer speed.
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A great time was had by all especially this "gringo" from
Colorado. All of the Morelia MINIs proudly displayed their
MINIs in the Mountains license plates. Tere and I will see
you in Yellowstone!
Visit David & Tere’s website for more information about
tours and the Monarch Butterfly:
www.mexicomonarchtours.com
Article & Photos by: David R. Moulton

David and Tere Moulton, hosts of Mexico Monarch
Tours spend their winters in Mexico and summers
in Colorado.

The State of Michoacán and
Colorado’s own MITM license plates.

MINI5280 MEETING AT LEMAY —4/14/09
For a change of pace the MINI5280 club meeting for April was held at the LeMay Auto Museum. The meeting
was well attended and everyone enjoyed looking at the excellent collection of cars. This museum is open to the
public and is located in Lakewood at: 11100 West 8th Ave. Suite 200 Lakewood, CO 80215 Phone: 303.238.5040
Photos by: Michael Suoo
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Daveco Liquors and Race Central Announce the Second Annual Custom Car, Motorcycle, Hot-Rod and
Race Car Show in Thornton, CO
September 12, 2009
Car Show Lovers!
Here you go, as you were all entered in last years Event, you get first opportunity to register for this years Event
prior to open Registration that begins on June 1st.
Please enter early as we are quickly filling our limited parking spaces and spaces are available on a first come
first served basis, we turned away over 75 late entry's last year.
We will also be accepting applications for a very limited number of Vendors for this years event, please contact
us via e-mail if your interested in a vendor space.....
Hope to see you all there!!..Kurt
Kurt Hansen
Motor Sports Media Group, Inc.
720-280-6690
2008 National Television "Telly" Award Winner
2009 Motor Press Guild Member
Pikes Peak International Hill Climb Board of Directors
Colorado Motor Sports Hall of Fame Board of Directors

See the MINI5280 Newsletter article from last year: Page 5, October 2008
If you will recall this is the event that Dave and Tina won the gas grill that we then had to pack into their MINI.
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REGISTRATION FORM - REQUEST TO DISPLAY
DAVECO LIQUORS EVENT, SEPTEMBER 12th 2009
16434 N. Washington St., Thornton, CO 80023
The FIRST 100 ENTRANTS will be invited to a EXCLUSIVE VIP Race Central after party with food and drinks at Colorado’s
newest Car Guy destination Club Auto Colorado surrounded by dozens of some of the most incredible Race and Collector
Cars anywhere in the World

FIRST/LAST NAME

EMAIL ADDRESS

PHONE

MAILING ADDRESS

CITY

STATE

ZIP CODE

Please identify the vehicle(s) you are registering and indicate make, model, year and any significant trophies and awards it has won:

1)

2)

3)

4)

REGISTRATION TOTAL

Do you need trailer/transporter parking?
If so, what is approximate length of tow vehicle?
E-MAIL YOUR COMPLETED FORM TO THE E-MAIL ADDRESS LISTED BELOW NO LATER THAN SEPTEMBER 10, 2009. Display sights are on a first come first serve basis. Upon receiving your form, your vehicle(s) will
be reviewed and upon acceptance you will be notified by phone or email and your spot in the event guaranteed. IF YOU
CANNOT ATTEND THE EVENT PLEASE LET US KNOW AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.
Motor Sports Media Inc. motorsportsmedia@msn.com
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MINI5280 Participation Welcomed and Rewarded
At the risk of beating a dead MINI; This is your club so
participate. Spring is here and Summer is not far away
then Fall (happens this way every year). So we are in
the prime of MINI motoring season. Now in order to
motor properly you need a ride with lots of fellow motors. Thus the heart of the matter at hand: the club
needs rides. Between now and November 3rd (the
projected first snow day of Fall) we have 26 weekends
or as I like to call them Critical Opportunities for
MINIs Enjoying Outstanding Navigation (COMEON for
short). So we have already planned for, booked and/or
otherwise spoken for 9 of the 26 weekends leaving 17
COMEONs (26—9 = 17).
This is where you, the member comes in so pay attention. What we need are activities, rides or events to
fill the available space and I want them to come from
you the member (see it was about you). Our only criteria is :
You plan it
You organize it (we’ll help promote it)
You submit a recount to the newsletter
(see pages 2, 4 & 11 for examples)
As an incentive the club agrees to waive the usual
$5,000 event planning and promotion fee and, to the
first 12 that actually pull this off, an official 50th Anniversary Mini coin direct from England (a little east of
New York City). These coins are a limited issue pressing
celebrating the 50th birthday of the Mini and are being
released by the Royal Mint (also of England).

The coin says 5 pounds but my guess is they weigh
less then that. So impress your co-workers, make
other members jealous and win favor from your
president (me, not Obama. Well perhaps him as well
who can say).
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‗09 Convertible Rollout at Ralph Schomp MINI
April 25th could have been a rain-soaked or snowladen day, but it was only overcast and a bit misty
-- outside. Inside it was anything but gloomy as
the all-new 2009 MINI Cooper Convertible was warmly
introduced by Phil Fornaro,
Sales Mgr. for RalphSchomp
MINI in Littleton. In the
party-like atmosphere
(complete with finger food
and drink) many folks, both
with and without MNIIs
(yet), were on hand for the
noontime unveiling. As the
skin-tight cover was lifted,
the smiling Chili Red bonnet
of the “R57” brightened the day for all in attendance.
While some folks were visiting Schomp MINI specifically to view and test drive the new convertible,
others were there to learn more about MINIs and
possibly drive one home or place a custom order.
Active MINI5280 member Don and his co-pilot
Patty, 2008 MINI Cooper S
coupe owners, found themselves tooling around in the
demo 2009 Interchange Yellow
MINI Cooper S Convertible (say
that fast three times with food
in your mouth). Their test drive
was, of course, open top, despite the cool temperature: top
down, windows up, heater and
heated seats ON! Don and Patty
didn’t want to upset the
“Openometer” as they com-

fortably tested the newest member of the MINI
line. The Openometer is a new gauge that tracks
your open-top motoring, down to the minute on
your trip. I wonder if it reports the open time back to
the mother ship. Hmm.
With almost 200 new and
pre-owned MINIs in the lot
to view and even test drive,
finger food, snacks, refreshments and a variety of MINIbranded products, fellow
and prospective MINI5280
club members to chat with;
it was a great day (weather
not withstanding) at the dealer. Indeed, Whitlow,
Bahman and me each test drove a nice 2009 Pepper White MINI Cooper S John Cooper Works
(whew). I think we saved the really nice weather
days for motoring with friends…
Article & Photos: Rick Gonzales
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MINIS GO TO YELLOWSTONE
It has been a while since I’ve toured Yellowstone.
Many of you have indicated that you have never
been to our nation’s first national park. To rectify
both situations MINI5280 is planning a ride to Yellowstone.
We will leave Denver on Friday morning June 5th
and drive to Cody, WY via some really swell
twisty, lonely roads. After bunking for the night in
Cody we will hit the park and do a figure eight on
the loop roads before heading back to Cody for
the night. This is only about 300 miles but with
lots of photo opportunities it will take us all day.
Some may want to spend the night in the park either camping or in one of the lodges. My advise is
to book early.
The next day we will skirt the southern edge of
the park and travel to Jackson Hole. There are
some nice scenic roads between Cody and Jackson
but we should arrive early enough to do some
window shopping and perhaps drink an adult beverage or two. A few folks are planning on heading
north out of the park and go to Glacier park in
Montana.
Finally on Monday morning we will leave Jackson
and drive back to Denver via Flaming Gorge Reservoir and Craig Colorado. This should be a fun relaxing drive with nice roads and excellent scenery.
So join us if you can and learn more on our NAM
thread: www.northamericanmotoring.com/
forums/mini5280/154506-mgty2009-minis-go-toyellowstone.html
This is a MYOR (make your own reservations) trip
so here are some useful links:
www.yellowstonepark.com
www.travelyellowstone.com
So make your vacation plans and reservations as
soon as you can to ensure time off and rooms.
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MINIS GO TO YELLOWSTONE
The Plan:
June 5th Gas up the night before (or bring a tow rope)Leave at 6:30 AM from the Detailers Paradise store 1745 S Broadway Denver, CO 80210
Leave at 8:00 AM from south end of Albertsons parking lot 1636 N College Ave, Fort Collins, CO after gassing
up.
It is about 9 hours (350 miles) from Ft Collins to Shoshoni without stops.
Quick bio stop in Walden (90 miles) and a stop in Rawlins for fuel and food at about 12:00 PM (110 miles but
most are fast miles).
Just a quick 150 miles on the road and we can meet our pals up north in Shoshoni at the Exxon gas station at
5:00 PM
If we stop and eat in Thermopolis (30 miles) this would put us in to Cody (85 miles) at about 9:00 PM for a total
of 465 miles from Ft. Collins.
Long day but for the most part very open and scenic and there are places we can make up time if so inclined.
I love it when a plan comes together.
The Swag:
Check out www.cafepress.com/mini5280 for
your official MGTY apparel. Multiple colors, stiles
and graphics all suitable for motoring.
And for all participants MINI5280 is providing
you with a swell grille badge like this one -
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Dear Motoring Enthusiast:
Thank you for showing an interest in joining the 2009 Black Hills Run, being held on May 15 th and 16th
2009. The High Plains Motoring Society is a group of MINI enthusiasts and friends who have motored
together to and from multiple national MINI and Mini events in the past few years. Now we have simply
planned an event all our own and just for us.
Please note that HPM has no website. We communicate thru the various forums in NAM for simplicity,
ease and low cost.
If you would like to join us for this event, please do this:
Visit NAM at: www.NorthAmericanMotoring.com and go to the MINI5280 Calendar right here: MINI5280 Event
Calendar Sign up for the event just to let us know if you plan to join in. If you change your mind, you can delete yourself.
Make your hotel reservations in Rapid City. See info below or www.visitrapidcity.com or www.travelsd.com
Send us an email with your personal information. All we need is the Names of attendees, your NAM
handle, your email, and a contact phone number (cell) during the event. If you are affiliated with a particular MINI club, do let us know that too.
As of this writing, our agenda is as follows:
Leave for Rapid City whenever you like. Arrive when you like.
The STL group is leaving STL on Wednesday after work. They will overnight in the KC area, likely north
of town in / near St. Joseph, MO.
Thursday AM May 14th - head west towards Alliance, NE and CarHenge. Arrival planned mid-afternoon
for 5 pm group photo opportunity.
Thursday evening, Motor north to Hill City, SD eta 9 pm. Overnight and set base camp. About 150
miles.
Friday, May 15th – Group rides to Mt. Rushmore, Crazy Horse, or Devil’s Tower, WY. Evening dinner
ride via back roads to Deadwood, SD and Kevin Costner’s restaurant, Jake’s in the Midnight Star Casino.
Saturday, May 16th – Same as Friday. Take your pick. Evening dinner ride via back roads to Sturgis, at
the Full Throttle Saloon.
Sunday, May 17th – GTG ends or more area tours. See www.hillcitysd.com and
Also see Visit Mt Rushmore
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Rapid City to Crazy Horse, 37 mi

www.crazyhorsememorial.org opens 7:30 am, fee

Rapid City to Deadwood, SD 41 mi

www.deadwood.org

Rapid City to Sturgis, SD 30 mi

www.sturgis-sd.org

Rapid City to Mt. Rushmore, 24 mi

www.nps.gov/moru

opens 8:00 am, fee

Rapid City to Devil’s Tower 107 mi

www.nps.gov/deto

opens 9:00 am, fee

May 2009

There are a number of area hotels to choose from. There are no special rates or other deals negotiated. If
you come across information worth sharing please send it to us and we will gladly distribute to the group.
You can also post in NAM here:
High Plains Motoring / Black Hills Run 2009 Discussion Thread
The Hill City Comfort Inn has been recommended by one of our group. Also, Jim recommends the Best
Western Golden Spike as it has ample and convenient parking. There is also a Holiday Inn Express and a
Mt. Rushmore Super 8. Make your choice. Our plans are to stayin in Hill City rather than Rapid City. They
are all blocks from each other as it is a very small town. Check it out at:
www.super8.com

www.hiexpress.com

www.bestwesternsouthdakota.com

www.comfortinn.com
See the Rapid City Visitors Guide we will send you for complete information. There are Lodging / Monument Value packages available. Look for either the Real America Value Package or the Rapid City National
Parks and Monuments Package for combined lodging and monuments discounts.
Thanks,
Jonathan
Your Hosts and Organizers:
Doug Travis

zinful@att.net

www.stlmini.com

Jim Petersen

zyamfier@gmail.com

The Kernel of C.O.R.N.

Jonathan Souza

jonathan.souza@allstate.com

www.MINI5280.org

Note: Please don’t go to www.CrazyHorse.com Consider yourself warned.
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Weather Delayed to Saturday May 16th
Sandy Crack Rallye 2009—Redux
Better sand then snow in your crack
Leave Lincoln Station RTD parking structure
(top deck) at 7:00 AM. Drive south to Colorado
Springs and meet up with our southern pals at
8:20 AM at the Starbucks (817 Cheyenne
Meadows Rd)
Then we go south to Canyon City and over to
Salida and then down the straightest road in all
of Colorado. We should arrive at the Dunes
about 11:30 and can breakout the picnic lunch
before hitting the slopes.
Leaving for home by 4:00 PM should get us
back to Denver around 7:00PM.

Sign up on the club calendar and watch the Sandy
Crack thread on NAM for more info. Half the fun of
a sandy crack is getting it clean again. So join us for
a day of sand, sun and MINI motoring galore!
Want shirts? www.cafepress.com/mini5280/
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NEXT CLUB MEETING
8:30 AM SATURDAY MAY 9TH, 2009
Old Santa Fe Restaurant
994 W Dillon Rd
Lafayette, CO 80027
This is where we started Yalla Yalla last year. We'll chow down on some
breakfast type food as a group to promote interpersonal relationships and
build team spirit and camaraderie.
Then a group clean 10:00 AM Saturday May 9th
The group clean will consist of some hoses, buckets and Mystique for
washing. Bring your own mitt (sponges are strictly forbidden).
Then we can do some clay to get our paint baby-butt smooth and follow
that up with some Banana Gloss for that aren't you jealous shine. If you're
into it bring a PCDA and polish. Don't know what a PCDA is? Then you're
not into it.

You bring the mitt, some towels and sun screen and maybe a bucket or
two if you got them. We'll supply some tunes, Mystique, clay and the
Banana Gloss.
Oh and by the way - you have to come to the breakfast meeting to find out
where the group clean is happening.
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MINIS IN THE MOUNTAINS
In the cool Colorado mountains this summer, MINI Cooper enthusiasts from across the country will again
gather at Copper Mountain Resort for the fourth annual MINIs In The Mountains event. Across the U.S., most
MINI Cooper owners belong to local clubs which organize road trips, social activities, charitable fund raising,
autocross and other events. Local Denver-area club MINI5280 with the help of North American Motoring, an
online MINI Cooper community, are organizing the Colorado event, dubbed MINIs In The Mountains, or
MITM4, on August 5th through 9th, 2009.
Centrally located and only 75 miles west of Denver, Copper Mountain Resort has easy access to some of
Colorado’s most scenic highways and byways. Driving these twisty, curve-laden highways over high altitude
mountain passes is one of the featured activities. MITM organizers have mapped over a dozen routes to destinations such as Mt. Evans, Independence Pass, Aspen, Rocky Mountain National Park, Rabbit Ears Pass,
Steamboat Springs, Vail, and Glenwood Springs where just getting there is half the fun with the go-kart-like
handling of the MINI Cooper. Some locations are only open during the summer months, as deep snow renders the high altitude highways (highest in the U.S.) inaccessible in winter.
Other MITM activities include a local BBQ event, a Saturday dinner with gift drawings and social events in
and around Copper Mountain Resort, a great place to escape the summer heat. Similar events across the
country have attracted hundreds of MINI “motorers” looking for different roads and scenery to experience,
along with the camaraderie, typical among the MINI Cooper owner community. Last year’s event drew
nearly 200 of the new MINIs and classic Minis. This year organizers expect nearly 250 MINIs and Minis to attend.
MINI began selling the MINI Cooper in the U.S. in 2002. Since then a convertible has been introduced. A
newly-designed turbocharged model was put on sale in February, 2007. An extended version dubbed Clubman went on sale in February 2008. And in March 2009 the updated Cabriolet goes on sale in the US. The
cars are manufactured in Oxford, England in a plant owned by BMW and are the only automobile brand to
show positive sales growth in the U.S. in 2008.
Pre-registration is required for the MITM4 event. Full details, at www.MINIsInTheMountains.com website.
Our discussion forums and threads are hosted by NAM (www.NorthAmericanMotoring.com), under National
Events. Further information is available by email: MITM@MINI5280.org or by telephone: 303-807-9483.
Copper Mountain Resort information is located at www.CopperColorado.com. See you there!
CONTACT:

Jonathan Souza (Email: MITM@MINI5280.org) 303-807-9483
www.MINIsInTheMountains.com
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Well, in these times of decreasing readership for magazines in general, we're thankful that we innovated a MINI magazine and not another brand, as many car magazines have ceased to publish due to high overhead of staff, paper quality,
bricks & mortar overhead, and the obvious, the lack of advertising and reader support. We at MC2 are enjoying a slowlygrowing and profitable business thanks to the thousands of MINI - and Mini- owners that support our efforts.

Plans for the future include the re-launch of GoMotoring.com that we acquired from Mark Vogler (Twister) a year ago. To
have fun on our launch we've worked with some wonderful advertisers to amass a truckload of prizes, such as two GoPro
Cameras @ $200 apiece, 20 Ridemakerz R/C MINIs @ $75, 10 Vincie custom MTTS 2008 messenger bags @ $45, cartons
of Wheelwax, MINI-Fini keyracks, Langka paint chip repair and maybe a Grand Prize of great worth. Yes, some prizes will
require your reader ID number (your MCSQ #), and some will not.

Other plans like an online newsletter/magazine with exclusive technology (from our printer), our foray into a national
event with the Magical Mystery MINI Tour II, this September 10-13 in San Francisco, a national event in 2010 and a major
event in US MINI history to be announced in May.
There is much we want to accomplish, some of which is under a 501(c) 3 foundation with REME for the MMMT II this year,
take the Undies 500 national, and work closer with clubs to units North America. We hope every MINI and Mini owner will
join us as we create a great magazine for the greater good of everyone.
Happy Motoring everyone,
The MC2 staff
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CLASSIFIEDS
Custom MINI Shift Knobs

Did You Know ...
MINI5280 has a Facebook page? We do so check
it out and become a fan.

2002-2006 Mini Cooper Shift Knobs. $40.00 Shipped.
Custom made from pool balls. Locks on with a dowel pin
and set screws, will not spin.
e-mail me at bryansusanw@hotmail.com

www.facebook.com/event.php?
eid=71007800708#/pages/Littleton-CO/
MINI5280/48379816035
You will find club events, photos, videos and announcements. Leave a message, sign-up for an
event or even post some MINI5280 photos.

If you have any items for our classified section please email a description, price and photo(s) to:
info@MINI5280.org
Also let us know when it sells so we can remove it

Kellen Russell from Craven Speed has informed MINI5280 that they will be extending a
year-long discount to all MINI5280 Club members off any product ordered from them.
All you have to do is enter code *M528009* in the discount box on the online order form.
The code will work any number of times and is good all year long.
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CLASSIFIEDS
For Sale – MITM Plaques $15
These plaques are made by a MINI5280 member out of
aluminum. They are engraved with the MITM logo and
yet do not include a year so they are in fact timeless.
These are perfect for mounting in the engine bay, dash
or bumper and include their own adhesive backing.
Contact: Bryan Williamson at
bryansusanw@hotmail.com

Jean Allais (NAM: eeyore) has published a cookbook full of fun recipes,
witty humor and over 80 photographs of MINIs.
If you can cook, know someone who can, can correctly identify a stove
from a microwave or can spell meringue – this book is for you.
Given my “if it don’t come in a can, it don’t go in this man” philosophy
of culinary arts, even I have found the recipes easy to follow with superb results. For example my favorite on page 30:
Single Malt Highland Scotch
Ingredients:
1 Bottle Single Malt Highland Scotch
Directions:
Open bottle of Single Malt Highland Scotch.
Pour 4 to 6 ounces in a glass.
Drink. Ice is sometimes added to this recipe.
Order via PayPal for $20 which includes postage: just jean@bresnan.net
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Calendar of Events
Here are the upcoming MINI5280 events as well as events from other clubs and organizations. For more details on all events visit the MINI5280 Calendar on NAM. Make sure to
check the calendar often because you never know when something may be added!
MINI5280 Breakfast Meeting & Group Clean

May 9

High Plains Motoring, Black Hills SD

May 15—18
May 16

Sandy Crack Rallye—Redux

May 22

Meet me on Mount Evans

June 5—8

MGTY—MINIs Go To Yellowstone

June 12-14

57th Annual Rallye Glenwood Springs

June 29—July 3
August 5—9

MINI Meet East Meets West MN
MITM4—MINIs In The Mountains, Copper Mountain Resort CO

If you have an event or attraction you wish to share let us know at:
info@MINI5280.org

MINI5280
Monthly Staff
Ingrid Fleming
Chief Editor

Chuck Maybee
Co-Editor and Contributor

Andy Autobee
Rick Gonzales
Jonathan Souza
Contributors
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