OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE MOTORING SOCIETY OF THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION

JUNE 2009

Monthly

MINI5280
MES S AG E FROM T HE PR E S I D ENT

Inside this Issue

I need to ask your favor, or at least consideration of three very important items.
Those of you that made it through that
first sentence without tossing this newsletter in the bin give yourself a pat on the
back and mark yourself in the ―I give a
hoot‖ column. Now then what I need, or
rather what your club needs.

The Spa Who Loved Me

2

Meet Your Members

3

First MINIs In The Mountains needs you
to volunteer, spread the word or at least
attend—preferably all three. MITM is the
spotlight event for our club. It brings national attention to MINI5280 and it draws
fellow motorists from across the country.
This year we plan on numbers at least
matching last if not exceeding and in this
economy that is a lofty goal. To pull this
off we need every member to spread the
word (promote) that MITM is the place to
be for a MINI owner in August. You‘ve
seen the threads on NAM and Motoring
Alliance so post a good word or two, chat
it up with friends you have made from
other clubs and look for opportunities to
get some buzz going.
We also need you to register and attend
MITM. Copper is less then 2 hours from
Denver and there is really no excuse not
to at least drive up for a day. Even if you
don‘t rent a room in the cool mountain air
and you enjoy sleeping in the sweltering
heat of Denver, you can still come up during the day. Meet some people, show off
your MINI, browse the vendor selections
and go on a ride or two. The more
MINI5280 club members we have at the
event the better and the club will even
give you a MINI5280 grille badge and lapel pin for your efforts.
Finally we need volunteers. We need help
with everything from set-up on Wednesday August 5th to tear-down on August
9th. We need help with leading rides,
handing out registration bags, manning
the store, selling raffle tickets and supervising the wash area. The success of the
event is not how many people actually
attend but rather how pleased they are
that they came. This will be measured in

large part by their impression of our organization. To that end we are again fortunate to have Ms. Shannon Hunter leading our all volunteer army. Please drop
her a note indicating your willingness to
help out at: Volunteers@MINI5280.org.
Now it may have seemed I just asked for
three things, but really MITM was just the
first item. The second item the club
needs your help with is this year‘s Yalla
Yalla. We need 5 or 6 people to create
this traditional event held each year in
the fall. This year Yalla Yalla will be on
Sunday October 18th and for you new
members the event is a scavenger hunt,
a musical exploration and a day of motoring in the wilderness all wrapped into
one fun-filled challenging event. Plenty of
prizes are handed out and we have
never (permanently) lost a MINI. If you
have a creative spark, have some free
time or simply wish to extract revenge on
the rest of MINI5280 drop me an email
at President@MINI5280.org and help
with this celebration of the founding of
the club.
Lets see, MITM and Yalla Yalla that‘s
two. Now the biggie, the third and final
request, the favor that will separate the
wheat from the chaff, the men from the
boys, the women from the girls and
prove once and for all who loves this club
and all it stands for—wait for it …
The club needs nominations for officers.
MINI5280 has two-year terms for the office of President, Vice-President, Treasurer and Secretary. The nominated party
should at least be aware of the nomination and be agreeable to it. Yes you can
(and probably should) nominate yourself
and should you be nominated and eventually become a club officer know this—
you will not be alone. You will have help
from past officers and you will have the
love and support from the club. I have
announced this a full 6 months before
the end of the term so you can think
about this opportunity, raise campaign
funds and mount an intensive bid to be-
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come the next leaders of MINI5280.
Picture your portrait in the hall of
leaders, the ovation when your
name is announced as having been
elected, the glory, the fame and the
absolute power. See the pride in
your spouse's face, the awe in your
children‘s eyes—so easy and yet so
meaningful. Become an officer of
MINI5280 and we will support you
as you lead us, we all have this in
common.
Chuck Maybee,
President, MINI5280
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T HE S PA WH O L OV ED ME
Dashing and debonair are two words commonly used
to describe James Bond. Coincidently those same
words can be used to describe both our former club
President, Jonathan Souza and our little mountain
town of Idaho Springs. Perhaps then this is the attraction of Jonathan to Idaho Springs and what lead to the
themed MINI5280 ride involving not only twisties but
hot water as well. Some might speculate the impetus
for the Spa ride was Jonathan‘s familiarity with being in
hot water, I guess we‘ll never know.

The sun making its way from behind the clouds
prompted the convertible drivers to go topless on the
way up and the way up prompted all of us to work
our MINIs hard. We stopped briefly at Echo Lake to
celebrate the 38,000th mile driven in Matilda
(Maybee‘s MINI) and then scooted down into Idaho
Springs. By 11:30 AM all bones were sufficiently
soaked and muscles relaxed by the natural hot water
spring. By this time hunger reared and was promptly
satisfied by a lunch at Tommyknockers.

The MINI drivers relaxed and full were ready for the
drive down. The MINIs, rested and cool were ready
for the drive down. So we departed Idaho Springs
and drove down through Central City to Highway 6
and the conclusion of this perfect motoring day.
Event suggested by: Jonathan Souza
Article by: Chuck Maybee
Photo by: Michael Suoo
Kicking off 05/02 at 8:00 AM from Golden the five club
MINIs first attempted to scale Lookout Mountain but
were thwarted by a bicycle race. Undaunted by the
route change and the dreary weather, the drivers instead headed up through Kittredge to Evergreen and
Squaw Pass. It could have been the weather or perhaps it was that all the bicyclist were trying to pedal up
Lookout Mountain but on our accent of Squaw Pass
not one bike was passed, swerved around, ran over or
cussed at. Remarkable if not historic. Further we were
unencumbered by slow vehicles plugging the path so
our climb was fast and steady.

Graphic by: Teena Craighill
PS. Jonathan received a 50th Anniversary Mini coin
for his effort!
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MI NI 5280 ME ET YOUR M E MBER S
B A HMA N M OG HADAM
Name

Nickname

Bahman Moghadam

Bahman

‘03 MCS 08/2008
Date of Purchase (Mini)

Dealer of Purchase
Spouse
Year Married
Is he/she a MINI Mania?
Children Info
Grandchildren

‘06 MC Checkmate, 05/2009
From individuals
Monica – A Skip Barber graduate and a Nurburgring driver,
but threatened with divorce during Mt. Evans ride in May ‗09
1997
Yup! Shifts really well.
5, all adults
5
5204 Kissing Camels Dr, #A9, Col Spgs 80904

Address
4612 Saxon Drive, Plano, TX 75093

Mods

Color
Employer / Type of Business
Position
Hobbies
Greatest Achievement Since College

Favorite MINI Memory
A few favorite songs from the college days

My History with the MINI

‘03 MCS: Dinan CAI, Pulley, STB, exhaust; Brembos up
front; H&R Coilovers; ZE Forge 2-pc 17‖ wheels; B&M and
Whalen; M7 OCC; Alta IC Diverter, ++++++
‘06 MCS: None yet
Dark Silver/Black; Space Blue/Silver
Retired as telecom eng & mktg exec after 35 years. Now
serve as GM of Import Auto Technicians, an independent
foreign car service facility, in Colo Spgs.
General Manager
Driving cars, photography, books, music, exotic travels
Business: Running a European company for 2 years
Auto: Driving at Nurburgring with BMW CCA in 5 annual
events, and staying alive.
All Mini5280 Events; driving the ‘06 Checkmate from Jacksonville, FL to Col Spgs non-stop
Scotch & soda (Kingston Trio); Norwegian Girl (Beatles);
Stones (Neil Diamond)
Replaced a black Porsche 911 Turbo that was totaled by a
prospective buyer and friend during a pre-purchase test drive.
I‘ve had the MINI less than one year, but enough to buy a
second concurrent one. I love these cars.
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RUN FOR THE HILLS
O beautiful for spacious skies,
For amber waves of grain,
For purple mountain majesties
Above the fruited plain!
America! America!
God shed his grace on thee
And crown thy good with brotherhood
From sea to shining sea!
Katharine Lee Bates said it in her lyrics for ‗America the Beautiful‘. High Plains Motoring Society did it on May 14 - 16, 2009
with a wonderful MINI gathering called ‗Run for the Hills‗ to the
Black Hills and Badlands of South Dakota. Picture for yourself
what Ms. Bates had in mind. Now picture with us what she
really meant.

For this event, 30 MINIs from the Midwest (and other parts)
joined together for an impromptu, sort of, MINI gathering. The
brainchild of Doug Travis (StL MINIS) and Jim Petersen (The
Kernel of C.O.R.N.) this event was a group gathering where
‗everyone was welcomed, but not everyone was invited‘.
Many of these attendees had been attending other large MINI
gatherings such as the Dragon, AMVIV, and Minis in the
Mountains in prior years. This spring the consensus was for a
smaller, simpler, laid back motoring event to parts heretofore
unknown. Enter
Ms. Bates.
Jim Petersen
suggested the
Black Hills, adjacent to but not
necessarily close
to his home state
of Nebraska. Not
far for motorers
from Colorado,
Kansas, Iowa and Missouri to get to, it was decided late in
2008 that this event would be a destination event to include
Mt. Rushmore, Crazy Horse, Deadwood, Sturgis, Devil‘s
Tower, The Badlands, and Custer State Park. And so it was.

Including our
motoring
friends from
Minneapolis,
Chicago, North
Carolina and
Arizona, we
totaled 30 vehicles and did
not charge our
attendees a
dime. This
was a DIY event where the organizers provided logistics
and details (lodging, dates, times and routes) but made no
arrangements for attendees. Everyone was on their own,
and our destination city was Hill City, SD, a quaint (and
prior to Memorial Day) quiet town about 26 miles SW of
Rapid City, SD., pop 780. Easily reachable by 4-lane, it
also lends itself to backroading with at least two alternate
2-lane twisty routes to the
city. Perfect for us. We
scouted 3 motels in close
proximity in town, and all
made their own RSVP.
Tshirts? Check. Order them
on your own in MINI5280‘s
CafePress site. Othewise,
none. Route maps? Not
needed here. Every hotel and
motel provides free of charge
the large, color, oversized
Black Hills Motoring Map that
we all used and enjoyed.
Grille Badges? Not for this
event. Window Stickers?
Yes, Clint Cope of Defenders of Speed and Doug Travis of
American MINI Mates provided graphics and discreet window stickers. Other than that, there was no evidence of
any large, overblown event. Just MINIs in town and roads
to motor.
In four days going and coming, my odo gave me 1,504
miles total, for about 3.5 full tanks of gas. Rooms were
cheap pre-season, and there were no fancy, sit-down
meals. DIY ruled. And for the event, to my knowledge
there was not a single encounter with a LEO, no bent
wheels and bulged tires, and
no body damage that I know
of. This was a mild and manageable event, thanks to the
attendees.
Hill City hails back to the late
1800‘s and the time of the
Gold Rush. These days, it is
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RUN FOR THE HILLS
home to (along with Sturgis,
Deadwood, Custer, and other
area cities) the annual August
Motorcycle Rally that brings
hundreds of thousands to the
county. These days, tourism
and logging take precedence
over mining, but no matter.
The rest of the county offers
much. The town of Custer, SD
(pop 1,860) is the county seat
of Custer county, to the south,
and adjacent to the properly
named Custer State Park.
Custer itself was founded by
gold miners long ago, but now
properly trades to the tourism
industry. Nearby are both Mt.
Rushmore and Crazy Horse, both national monuments. And
Rushmore is the big draw, and beautiful in it‘s presentation.
Managed by the NPS National Park Service, this memorial
does justice to the expenditure of your hard earned tax dollars. From 1927 to 1941, the carving emerged on the mountain, featuring the likenesses of Presidents Lincoln, Jefferson, Washington and Roosevelt. It is magnificent, with 60 ft
tall sculptures of each subject.
Along these lines but much bigger in scope is the WIP
monument to Crazy Horse, the historical Oglala Dakota warrior. Much bigger in scope than Mt. Rushmore, this memorial
will untimately reach 641 by 563 feet, and it will be magnificent. But according to local information, this will not be done
in my lifetime. It has been in progress since 1948. And yes,
if it is ever done it is said that it will be the world‘s largest
sculpture. Amazing and worth the trip. ‗My Lands are where
my Dead lie Buried‘ is the statement attributed to Crazy
Horse and the driving vision of this monument. Your funds
are needed.

Badlands National Park (about 90 mi east of Rapid City) offers up over 244,000 ac of the most beautiful scenery you
could find: pinnacles, spires, prairies and buttes abound desolate many of them. And this area is said to date from
37 to 28 MILLION years old…amazing. Look carefully and
you might see Bison, fox, bighorn sheep, black footed ferrets, and more. All out in the prairie, sort of. Very picturesque with a scenic and winding 28 mile drive offered, in
addition to the visitor center.
So were we rewarded? Many times over. Was it worth the
trip? See our posts in NAM, MINI5280 forums. Did we enjoy
our old and new friends? You better believe it. But have we
said enough to encourage YOU to motor up to the Black
Hills of South Dakota? Hopefully. But if not, consider the
legends that await you there: lots of lost and buried gold,
secret caves, natural bridges, and more. See for yourself.
What will HPMS do next? I can‘t say just yet but there will
be another spring drive in 2010. The location is TBD but we
want to draw our motoring friends from the Midwest and to
the East, and as before, ‗everyone is welcome, but not everyone is invited‘. So think of us and think of Ms. Bates. She
gave us the clues well in advance, having written her song in
1895 and having published it first in 1910:

Custer State Park offered a wide variety of diversions,
drives, and entertainment for our group. Perhaps the most
interesting was the wildlife, with sightings of deer, elk, ducks,
America! America!
geese, donkey, walleye (in the
God
shed his grace on thee
water), pheasant, trout (also in the
And
crown
thy good with brotherhood
water), wild turkey (the bird) and
From
sea
to shining sea! - Bates
of course, buffalo (Tatonka). At
over 71,000 ac, Custer State Park
also offers up the Needles Highway, with some of the most stunBy Jonathan Souza, with Rick Gonzales, Jim Petersen and
ning views and tall granite spires
Doug Travis contributing
that you will see anywhere. And
our timing could not have been
Photos: Jonathan Souza
better: The park was offering a
‗Free‘ weekend so our admission
was waived. (All other parks and
monuments had a fee from $10 to
$15 each, so beware).
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MINI5280 GROUP CLEAN
On May 9, 2009 MINI5280 held the first 2009 Saturday
morning breakfast meeting at Old Santa Fe Grill in Louisville, Colorado. It was followed by our Group Clean at an
unknown destination which turned out to be Umberto and
Robert Toscano‘s shop on Pine Street in Louisville, Colorado.

folks show up for the GC. It was nice seeing everyone
lather up and bucket rinse the MCS, MC, Cabrios and Clubmans. Chuck Maybee gave a nice demonstration of clay
usage. Some of the owners finished early and pitched in to
help others finish.
All in all, we washed, waxed, clayed and spiffed all the

We would like to thank Umberto and Robert for hosting
our 23 Mini Coopers and the Old Santa Fe Grill for allowing us to invade on Saturday morning and the excellent
Mexican breakfast food. I believe everyone enjoyed some
great breakfast.
As you noted we had 23 Mini Coopers plus or minus one
or two show up for the breakfast meeting and then proceed over to the Group Clean.
Nick and Heather Martinez from Detailers Paradise came
out to our activity with some of our folks pre-orders and a
few boxes of Prima Product for sale. As usual, they
brought out some giveaways too.

MINIs by 12 noon, not a bad morning‘s work.
We will have more of these great breakfast meeting and
organized activities. Some will be rides, some will be activities. I believe the next one is to be Breakfast Meeting at
the WonderVu, then followed by a drive along the Peak to
Peak route.

Event suggestion, article and photos by: Don Suiter
PS. Don received a 50th Anniversary Mini coin for his effort!

Everyone showed off their MINI and we had a few new
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MEET ME ON MT. EVANS
Sir Edmund Hillary was once
asked why he chose to climb
mountains, ―Because they are
there‖ was his response.
Jonathan Souza when asked
the same question retorts
‖Because I have a MINI‖. For
the fifth year running the
MINI5280 club under the motivation of Jonathan picks
opening day to scale Mt. Evans. Snow, sun, fog and blue
sky‘s have greeted club
members on the summit of
the mountain in years past
but this year the weather was
perfect.
Friday May 22nd was the
opening day for the highest
paved road in the US and
MINI5280 had a date with
tradition. Meeting in Evergreen at 7:30 AM a dozen
MINIs jumped on Colorado
103 and drove Squaw Pass
(The Western Dragon) without passing a single bicyclist.
The only other vehicle encountered quickly pulled over
when confronted by the speedy MINI group and waved as

Summit lake. The rest of the road was still closed but
under a sunny sky and with no wind we all felt on top
of the world.
The bunch turned
around and motored
down the wet road
with only a few
patches of snow struggling to survive. Then
back on to 103 and
down toward Idaho
Springs with a quick stop at Tim Vogel‘s place on Chicago Creek. Tim provided us with some history of his
place and the area and allowed us to explore his very
scenic homestead. Then off to Idaho Springs for a bite
of breakfast followed by a decent of I-70 to Denver
and home.
Article and photos by: Chuck Maybee

we went by. In less then 30 minutes the group was
pounding at the gates of the ranger station. Paying our fee
we began the trek up the mountain. A few photo stops and
some hairpin curves later the mass of MINIs reached
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SANDY CRACK RALLYE
Dreary and cold was the
morning of May 16th but far
warmer then the date originally proposed for the Sandy
Crack Rallye. You may recall
that April 18th was the first
date of the Rallye; however
2 feet of snow put an end to
that attempt. Now it was just
cloudy at 7:00 AM in Denver when 10 MINIs headed off to
the Springs with a final destination of the Great Sand Dunes
National Park near Alamosa. By
the time we hit Colorado
Springs the rain had started and
after picking up two more MINIs
and motoring down to Canon
City it was raining even harder.
Several quips could be heard
on the radios about a name
change to the Wet Crack Rallye. Having numerous run-ins with the hag Mother Nature,
club president and Rallye organizer Chuck Maybee guaranteed that the rain would stop and the sun would shine before
we hit the dunes.
Turning west at Canon City and
passing the cloud-covered Skyline Drive the MINI pack motored
toward Salida. Some gas, more
coffee and quick peek into the
Bungled Jungle window and we
were back on the road. A left turn on 285 had us headed
south and as promised the sky cleared and the sun dried the
black top. Over Poncha Pass and down in to the San Luis
Valley we turned on to Highway 17. Given the straightness
and lack of any elevation change, several members reported
removing the steering wheel for some much needed cleaning. There was truly no need for steering on this road. Finally
reaching Mosca the group turns east on Lane 6 and with
sights of the dunes in the shimmering distance motor on.

Creek which flows
around the east side of
the dunes. This creek is
the only creek which
experiences surge
flow—sand flowing with
the water drops out and
forms little dams until the water pressure breaks through
and a surge of water flows down the creek channel. What
this means is you can wade into the creek and watch the
water level and flow rate increase and decrease as the
sand dams are breached and formed again.
After a quick lunch in a
secluded parking area
MINI5280 members hit
the slopes. The sand is
hot on the surface but
cool underneath. Slopes
of 48 degrees are tough
climbing in the loose sand
and seem to lend themselves to sledding down. However as many people find
out the sand has a lot of friction (hence the use of sand on
paper to smooth wood) and tends to stack in front of the
sled. A snow board was about the only successful means
of sliding down the sand slope.
The Rallye officially ended and members were free to linger or drive home as they pleased. Down and back was
about 500 miles of scenic Colorado, toss in a dozen MINIs
and you got yourself a great day and a crack full of sand.
Article by: Chuck Maybee
Photos by: B.Moghadam, T.Craighil, M.Bush

The Great Sand Dunes
were formed from deposits
of an ancient lake. Wind
blowing against the mountains caused the sand to
stack and form dunes. At
750 feet these dunes are
the tallest in the US. Another unique feature is the Medano
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MINI5280 STORE—CAFEPRESS
Find yourself wanting a MINI5280 shirt or a doggie sweater? Want to show off your participation in a club event? Well
until now you were stuck with buying a white t-shirt and magic markers but thanks to the help of Cafepress you can now
have professional graphics and quality shirts to let people know you‘re one of the cool crowd.
Visit: www.cafepress.com/mini5280
The club will only make $1 per item to keep the cost as low as possible.
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M I N I S G O TO Y E L L OW S TO N E
It has been a while since I‘ve toured Yellowstone.
Many of you have indicated that you have never
been to our nation‘s first national park. To rectify
both situations MINI5280 is planning a ride to Yellowstone.
We will leave Denver on Friday morning June 5th
and drive to Cody, WY via some really swell
twisty, lonely roads. After bunking for the night in
Cody we will hit the park and do a figure eight on
the loop roads before heading back to Cody for
the night. This is only about 300 miles but with lots
of photo opportunities it will take us all day. Some
may want to spend the night in the park either
camping or in one of the lodges. My advise is to
book early.
The next day we will skirt the southern edge of the
park and travel to Jackson Hole. There are some
nice scenic roads between Cody and Jackson but
we should arrive early enough to do some window
shopping and perhaps drink an adult beverage or
two. A few folks are planning on heading north out
of the park and go to Glacier park in Montana.
Finally on Monday morning we will leave Jackson
and drive back to Denver via Flaming Gorge Reservoir and Craig Colorado. This should be a fun
relaxing drive with nice roads and excellent scenery. So join us if you can and learn more on our
NAM thread: www.northamericanmotoring.com/
forums/mini5280/154506-mgty2009-minis-go-toyellowstone.html
This is a MYOR (make your own reservations) trip
so here are some useful links:
www.yellowstonepark.com
www.travelyellowstone.com
So make your vacation plans and reservations as
soon as you can to ensure time off and rooms.
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M I N I S G O TO Y E L L OW S TO N E
The Plan:
June 5th Gas up the night before (or bring a tow rope)Leave at 6:30 AM from the Detailers Paradise store 1745 S Broadway Denver, CO 80210
Leave at 8:00 AM from south end of Albertsons parking lot 1636 N College Ave, Fort Collins, CO after
gassing up.
It is about 9 hours (350 miles) from Ft Collins to Shoshoni with stops.
Quick bio stop in Walden (90 miles) and a stop in Rawlins for fuel and food at about 12:00 PM (110
miles but most are fast miles).
Just a quick 150 miles on the road and we can meet our pals up north in Shoshoni at the Exxon gas
station at 5:00 PM
If we stop and eat in Thermopolis (30 miles) this would put us in to Cody (85 miles) at about 9:00 PM
for a total of 465 miles from Ft. Collins.
Long day but for the most part very open and scenic and there are places we can make up time if so
inclined.
I love it when a plan comes together.
The Swag:
Check out www.cafepress.com/mini5280 for
your official MGTY apparel. Multiple colors,
stiles and graphics all suitable for motoring.
And for all participants MINI5280 is providing
you with a swell grille badge like this one -
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D ETA I L ER ’ S COR NER
Welcome to the Detailer‘s Corner, this will be a monthly article full of if not insightful, then at least entertaining banter about
one particular piece of the Car Beautification Process, or CBP. This month we're gonna start off easy and go with Shampoo's, which is the foundation of any detailing process. You gotta clean it before you make it shiny!
This review will center around three Shampoos:
Blackfire Gloss Shampoo and Conditioner
Meguiar's NXT Generation Car Wash
Prima Mystique

Blackfire Gloss Shampoo (BFG)
[$15/16 oz]
BFG utilizes cleaners and lubricating polymers that are suspended inside the walls of the bubbles to
scrub away all that road grime without affecting your protective wax or sealant. It is also formulated to
increase water sheeting and at the same time prevent water spotting and those pesky swirls you get
from washing your car. Blackfire is ideal for Black, Red, and dark colored vehicles. The downside to
this product is that it works exceptionally well if used in conjunction with Blackfire's Protectant, but not
as good as a stand alone shampoo if used without it.

Meguiar's NXT Generation
[$8/18 oz]
Meguiar‘s is a pH balanced, fully synthetic non-detergent concentrate that won't strip wax, and at the
same time is gentle on all components of your vehicle including rubber, vinyl and plastic. NXT will
foam immediately with only 1 oz of product used in an entire bucket, you can even deplete the bucket
and blast it with new water and the shampoo will resud, and after rinsing will leave your coat shiny as
though it was just waxed. However it requires a bit more elbow grease then the standard shampoo,
since it doesn‘t seem to have the cleaning power of the other two mentioned here. The toss off is that
it will leave a better shine and gloss then most shampoos after it is rinsed off.

Prima Mystique
[$8-10/16 oz]
Mystique Auto Wash is a concentrated wash solution that lubricates the surface at the same time lifting
dirt and sheeting it away. Uniquely designed to brighten the paint while leaving it feeling slick and conditioned. With regular use, your wax will last longer and look better. As you rinse Mystique from your
vehicle, keep an eye on the glass and you will see tight beads as the water flows across the surface.
You can expect 10-15 washes from the concentrated 16 oz bottle.

So, as with all things, it comes down to preference, but the most bang for the buck seems to me to be the Mystique, it does
what it claims to do without any frills or exorbitant claims.
Happy Washing!
Jeremy Nelson
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NEXT CLUB MEETING
9:00 AM SATURDAY JUNE 13, 2009

WonderVu Café
33492 Highway 72
www.wondervucafe.com
Meet up on Highway 72 just west of Highway 93 at 8:15 AM. We will
then motor up Coal Creek Canyon at 8:30 AM and be at the
WonderVu at 9:00 for breakfast and a little meeting.
After the meeting we will aid digestion with a trip on the Peak to
Peak Highway to Lyons and back to Highway 93.
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MINIS IN THE MOUNTAINS
In the cool Colorado mountains this summer, MINI Cooper enthusiasts from across the country will
again gather at Copper Mountain Resort for the fourth annual MINIs In The Mountains event. Across
the U.S., most MINI Cooper owners belong to local clubs which organize road trips, social activities,
charitable fund raising, autocross and other events. Local Denver-area club MINI5280 with the help
of North American Motoring, an online MINI Cooper community, are organizing the Colorado event,
dubbed MINIs In The Mountains, or MITM4, on August 5 th through 9th, 2009.
Centrally located and only 75 miles west of Denver, Copper Mountain Resort has easy access to
some of Colorado‘s most scenic highways and byways. Driving these twisty, curve-laden highways
over high altitude mountain passes is one of the featured activities. MITM organizers have mapped
over a dozen routes to destinations such as Mt. Evans, Independence Pass, Aspen, Rocky Mountain National Park, Rabbit Ears Pass, Steamboat Springs, Vail, and Glenwood Springs where just
getting there is half the fun with the go-kart-like handling of the MINI Cooper. Some locations are
only open during the summer months, as deep snow renders the high altitude highways (highest in
the U.S.) inaccessible in winter.
Other MITM activities include a local BBQ event, a Saturday dinner with gift drawings and social
events in and around Copper Mountain Resort, a great place to escape the summer heat. Similar
events across the country have attracted hundreds of MINI ―motorers‖ looking for different roads and
scenery to experience, along with the camaraderie, typical among the MINI Cooper owner community. Last year‘s event drew nearly 200 of the new MINIs and classic Minis. This year organizers expect nearly 250 MINIs and Minis to attend.
MINI began selling the MINI Cooper in the U.S. in 2002. Since then a convertible has been introduced. A newly-designed turbocharged model was put on sale in February, 2007. An extended version dubbed Clubman went on sale in February 2008. And in March 2009 the updated Cabriolet
goes on sale in the US. The cars are manufactured in Oxford, England in a plant owned by BMW
and are the only automobile brand to show positive sales growth in the U.S. in 2008.
Pre-registration is required for the MITM4 event. Full details, at www.MINIsInTheMountains.com
website. Our discussion forums and threads are hosted by NAM
(www.NorthAmericanMotoring.com), under National Events. Further information is available by
email: MITM@MINI5280.org or by telephone: 303-807-9483. Copper Mountain Resort information
is located at www.CopperColorado.com. See you there!
CONTACT: Jonathan Souza (Email: MITM@MINI5280.org) 303-807-9483
www.MINIsInTheMountains.com
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There's a new kid in town and he's called Motoring Alliance (MA). MA is a site dedicated to the MINI community and is a place to share ideas, experiences, tips, tricks and
trips. In the multitude of forums you can find topics from detailing (personal favorite) to
1st Generation MINI to National Events.
MINI5280 has set up a club forum on MA and it will have a calendar, marketplace and a
general discussion area. So check it out at www.motoringalliance.com. You will need
to register but it‘s free and painless.
You can find MINI5280 under Motoring Alliance > MINI Clubs - Country and Region >
North America > United States > West > MINI5280 or simply follow this link: MINI5280
So become a member of MA and do some posting.
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Custom MINI Shift Knobs

Did You Know ...
MINI5280 has a Facebook page? We do so
check it out and become a fan.
www.facebook.com/event.php?
eid=71007800708#/pages/Littleton-CO/
MINI5280/48379816035

2002-2006 Mini Cooper Shift Knobs. $40.00 Shipped.
Custom made from pool balls. Locks on with a dowel pin
and set screws, will not spin.
e-mail me at bryansusanw@hotmail.com

You will find club events, photos, videos and
announcements. Leave a message, sign-up
for an event or even post some MINI5280
photos.

If you have any items for our classified section please email a description, price and photo(s) to:
info@MINI5280.org
Also let us know when it sells so we can remove it

Kellen Russell from Craven Speed has informed MINI5280 that they will be extending a year-long discount to all MINI5280 Club members off any product ordered from them. All you have to do is enter code *M528009* in the discount box
on the online order form. The code will work any number of times and is good all
year long.
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For Sale – MITM Plaques $15
These plaques are made by a MINI5280 member out of
aluminum. They are engraved with the MITM logo and
yet do not include a year so they are in fact timeless.
These are perfect for mounting in the engine bay, dash
or bumper and include their own adhesive backing.
Contact: Bryan Williamson at
bryansusanw@hotmail.com

Jean Allais (NAM: eeyore) has published a cookbook full of fun
recipes, witty humor and over 80 photographs of MINIs.
If you can cook, know someone who can, can correctly identify a
stove from a microwave or can spell meringue – this book is for
you.
Given my ―if it don‘t come in a can, it don‘t go in this man‖ philosophy of culinary arts, even I have found the recipes easy to follow
with superb results. For example my favorite on page 30:
Single Malt Highland Scotch
Ingredients:
1 Bottle Single Malt Highland Scotch
Directions:
Open bottle of Single Malt Highland Scotch.
Pour 4 to 6 ounces in a glass.
Drink. Ice is sometimes added to this recipe.
Order via PayPal for $20 which includes postage: just jean@bresnan.net
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Calendar of Events
Here are the upcoming MINI5280 events as well as events from other clubs and organizations. For more details on all events visit the MINI5280 Calendar on NAM or MA. Make sure
to check the calendar often because you never know when something may be added!
June 5—8

MGTY—MINIs Go To Yellowstone

June 12-14

57th Annual Rallye Glenwood Springs, CO

June 13

MINI5280 Breakfast Meeting—WonderVu Café, CO

June 20

MINI5280 Garage Day—Falcon Colorado, East of Colorado Springs

June 28

LOCO/MINI5280/MOTR Track Day—High Plains Raceway, CO

June 29—July 3

MINI Meet East Meets West MN

July 11

MINI5280 Breakfast Meeting—Byers/High Plains Raceway

July 25

MINI5280 Cooper Royale—Black Hawk, CO

August 5—9
August 22—23
October 18

MITM4—MINIs In The Mountains, Copper Mountain Resort CO
3rd Annual Drive For The Kids—Morrison, CO
Yalla Yalla—Destination unknown, route unknown, CO

If you have an event or attraction you wish to share let us know at:
info@MINI5280.org

MINI5280
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