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Monthly 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

MINI5280 

First Impressions of an R56 

The first time I ever drove an R56 was a 
couple of years ago at Schomp.  I was 
having my car worked on and one of the 
Motoring Advisors asked if I wanted to 
test drive a new one; of course, I took 
the offer.  About fifteen minutes later 
and back at the dealership I was less 
than impressed; it didn’t feel like the 
same go-cart that the R53 was, it didn’t 
have the personality. 

Fast forward to MINI’s in the Mountains 
last year, we test drove the Clubman S 
that Schomp was demoing.  I already 
had low expectations because of my first 
experience, but for some reason this 
test drive was completely different.  We 
immediately took off from Copper 
Mountain to find some twisties, and 
twisties we found.  Maybe it was driving 
the car like it was meant to be driven, on 
a mountain road enjoying every turn; as 
opposed to motoring through the fine 
city of Littleton where there’s nothing 
but straight lines, low speed limits, and 
stoplights.  Or maybe it was motoring 
without the salesperson telling me 
about all of the great features that it had 
and distracting me from what the car 
truly had to offer.  All I know was that 
this was nothing like what I had driven 
half a year before, this car had true 
spirit, it had what a MINI was supposed 
to have. 

One month ago I traded my R53 for an 
R56 S, letting the R53 go was one of the 
hardest things I’ve had to do, but going 
bankrupt because of repairs would have 
been worse.  Cristina test drove the car 
and enjoyed it; she didn’t enjoy how the 

Motoring Advisor was telling us about 
how much sound deadening the car had 
or all of the other various comfort addi-
tions that the R53 didn’t have.  You see, 
unlike the general population these 
days, we like to actually feel the car and 
know we’re driving, not feel like we’re 
being whisked away on a cloud with a 
gas pedal where you just press down 
and it takes you where you want.  I think 
automobile manufacturers are commit-
ting to the consumers that want nothing 
but a cushy car that practically drives 
itself a little too much.  The easier these 
cars are to drive, the more complacent 
drivers get; and as we all should know, 
complacent drivers kill people. 

So, compared to the R53 this car has a 
softer suspension, a higher ride, and 
more electronic comforts than I would 
have ever wanted.  It does however, 
have more power than the R53 and you 
can’t help but smile when you push 
down on the gas pedal of this mechani-
cal cloud.  Do I blame MINI for building 
this car like they did?  No.  They have to 
keep up with what’s demanded of them 
and luxury car buyers expect luxury.  For 
what it’s worth I think MINI did a great 
job compromising between the soft, 
cushy SUV that so many people want 
and the go cart that the MINI was meant 
to be.  I found that out when I threw it 
into a corner the other day; I felt the 
suspension compress on the outside and 
I was expecting it to start sliding, to my 
surprise it held to the road like I would 
expect from any MINI.  I think with a 
little work on the suspension along with 
turning those run flats into the only 

thing that they should be used for, a 
high school track, this car will be just 
as good if not better than the R53.  
This car has spirit, it has personality, 
it has everything that I would expect 
a MINI to have, it just has some more 
comfort thrown in there as well.  At 
least it doesn’t park itself. 

Enjoy your July and come out and 
motor with us. 

Joe Konrad 
President, MINI5280 
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MINI5280 AT HIGH PLAINS RACEWAY 

MINI5280 was invited again this year by the Lotus club to participate in their HPR track day and many a MINI proved their 
worth. Sessions in the morning and afternoon gave MINI5280 members plenty of track time and racing opportunities. The 
weather—perfect, the track—fast and the fans—fanatical! A club thanks goes to Don Suiter who arranged this day for our 
club and provided the photos below. 
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MINI5280 MEET YOUR MEMBER 

Name 

Seth Weaver 
(Dream Weaver) 

Date of Purchase (Mini) 
Classic Mini – March 2004 
R56 – December 2008 

Dealer of Purchase 
Classic Mini – Private Seller 
R56 – Pentagon Car Sales – Landstuhl, Germany 

Spouse Patricia Weaver 

Year Married August 1995 

Is he/she a MINI Mania? By obligation 

Children Info 
Megan – 9 MiniManiac 
Mackenzie – 7 Super MiniManiac 

Grandchildren I’m not that old 

Address Colorado Springs 

Mods 

Classic – Sportpack, Stage 2 kit – 70WHP! 
R56 – JCW tuning, Alta 19mm rear sway, Alta lower control 
arms, H&R springs, Alta boost tubes, Alta BOV, M7 catch can, 
custom graphics 

Color 
Classic Mini – Ferrari Blue 
R56 – Laser Blue 

Employer / Type of Business Major (Infantry) – US Army Ft. Carson 

Position Inspector General 

Hobbies Cars, mountain biking, skiing, snowboarding, beer snob 

Greatest Achievement Since College 
2 combat deployments without getting killed or suffering a 
serious injury 

Favorite MINI Memory 

Anytime with my daughter in the left front seat of the classic 
when pulling up to a stop light and seeing the look on peo-
ple’s faces – priceless. 

A favorite songs from the college days Anything REM 

My History with the MINI 

I served several years in Germany and the UK.  I loved the 
classics and made it a mission to find one.  I found it in Florida 
in 2004.  I bought my R56 after being injured in Iraq while in 
outpatient care at Landstuhl Medical Center in Germany.  It 
proves that everything happens for a reason. 
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2010 COLORADO CONCLAVE 

The Colorado English Motoring Conclave will be holding their 27th Annual Conclave on Saturday and Sunday, September 

18 & 19, 2010, in Arvada, Colorado.  The gathering of over 500 English vehicles (cars, motorcycles, and 4WDs) is the 

largest in the Rocky Mountain region of the United States 

The Colorado English Motoring Conclave is the largest and best-known British motoring event in the Rocky Mountains. 

The 2009 Conclave will be held at Oak Park, 64
th
 Place and Oak Street, Arvada, Colorado 

We are planning some NEW activities for both the Tour and the Conclave Car Show this year so be sure you do not miss 

out on the activities! 

The Conclave again will be supporting the Rocky Mountain Triumph Club with their 9 Cares, Colorado Shares food drive 

effort, Please bring a can or two of food to help out! 

The Colorado English Motoring Conclave was first coordinated in 1983 as a joint effort of the many English car and motor-
cycle clubs in the Denver metro area. The Austin-Healey, Jaguar, Lotus, MG Car Club, MG T Register, Morris Minor, Rolls 
Royce, Sunbeam, Triumph, TVR, Rocky Mountain Vintage Racing and British Motorcycle Association clubs all take part in 
the planning and promotion of this annual event. 

The purpose of the Colorado English Motoring Conclave is to further the operation, preservation and owner participation of 
the great British marques. The condition of your bike or car is not important! This is an event for ALL British vehicles, from 
beaters to everyday drivers to concours examples. All that counts is that you are a British vehicle nut like the rest of us! 
Just look at it as a giant group therapy session. 

Come and join us! See a wide assortment of British marques, learn of sources for specialized services, enjoy food, fun and 
entertainment in the park, visit local vendors and take advantage of some super deals. Bring the kids and share with them 
the fun of classic vehicles. 

 
Saturday September 18th— 

Ride the Rockies Tour 8:30 AM Oak Park 
Sunday September 19th— 

Colorado Conclave 8:00 AM Oak Park 
 

Join MINI5280 at the north end of the park.  

Come join us September 18th and 19th and help us make this years event the  

Biggest and Best Conclave ever! 

Oak Park - 10425 W. 64th Plave, Arvada, Colorado 
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Twistybitz (www.Twistybitz.com) 

 

Stuck on Minis (www.stuckonminis.com) 

 

Prima Car Care (www.ShopPrimaCarCare.com) 

 

MINI of Loveland (www.miniofloveland.com) 

 

American Mini Mates (www.americanminimates.com) 

 

Vinyl Styles (www.lylesvinylstyles.net) 

 

Aesthetic Creations (www.AesthetiCreations.net) 

 

Way Motor Works (www.waymotorworks.com) 

 

MotoringShirts (www.MotoringShirts.com) 

 

Showcar Detailing (www.showcardetailing.com) 

 

Pyeatt Synthetics (www.AMSOIL.com) 

 

Defenders of Speed (www.defendersofspeed.com) 

 

Whalen Shift Machine (www.whalenshiftmachine.com) 

 

Ralph Schomp MINI (www.ralphschompmini.com) 

 

MC2 MINI Magazine (www.mc2magazine.com) 

MINIS IN THE MOUNTAINS 2010 VENDORS 



Page  6 

OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE MOTORING SOCIETY OF THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION JULY 2010 

MINIS IN THE MOUNTAINS—UPDATE 
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MINI TAKES THE STATES 
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MINI5280 DRIVE-IN MOVIE NITE 

Back by popular demand 

 

5:30 PM July 31 

Sonic Drive-in  

3605 E 104th Ave 

Thornton, CO 80233 

 

6:30 PM 

88 Drive-In 

8780 Rosemary St 

Commerce City, CO 80022 

If you missed this last year you missed a good one! 

Join us for a MINI nite out. 

No reel clue as to what the movie will be. 

(reel—get it?) 
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PIKE’S PEAK INTERNATIONAL HILL CLIMB  

At 16 years old, MINI Driver 

Savannah Rickli raced up the 

12.4 mile course on Sunday 

June 27th in 13 minutes 58 

seconds to become the young-

est competitor to compete in 

the PPIHC. 
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NEXT CLUB MEETING  

JULY 24, 2010 

Zoka's Restaurant & Bar 

6940 Highway 126 

Pine, CO 80470  

(303) 838-0378 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will meet at the Lincoln RTD Station on the top 

floor at 10:00 am to motor to Zoka’s. 

http://www.zokas.com/
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CASTLE 2 CASTLE 2 CASTLE RIDE 

This 4th annual ride is a family event. Bring your favorite Mini People along.  

Join us for an all day ride to 3 totally different Castles, drive through the awesome Garden of the Gods Park, thrilling 

twisties, picnic and more!  

I.) Glen Eyrie Castle is an English style Castle built by the Founder of Colorado Springs, General William J. Palmer. http://

www.dupontcastle.com/castles/gleneyri.htm 

II.) Bishop Castle is a work-in-progress by one man: Jim Bishop. Since 1969, Mr. Bishop has been working on his moun-

tainside masterpiece one stone at a time and it is still growing!  

III.) Burg Mary Castle, our last Castle visit of the day, now 100% complete, built by Herman Beeh. You will have the op-

portunity to dress little ones in Knight costumes for photos!  

Saturday, July 17 (all day, pack a light picnic lunch). Trip plan: Glen Eyrie Castle, Garden of the Gods Park, Bishop Castle, 

picnic, Twisty drive, Burg Mary Castle, food provided & hours of royal fun. 

Bring: Walkie-talkie radio (Chan 7, Sub 21), light picnic lunch, sunscreen, full tank of gas, etc. 

Itinerary: 

7:00A Denver Group Meeting Location: Jenny’s Market & Conoco Gas Station (previously B/P Station) 

NW corner of E. Castle Pines Pkwy & I-25, between South Denver (I-25 / C-470) & Castle Rock.  

7:30A Denver Mini’s leave for the Colorado Springs Meeting Location (see below). 

8:00A Colorado Springs Meeting Location: Starbucks, 4465 Centennial Blvd. I-25 & Garden of the 

Gods Rd., West to Centennial Blvd. w/ Starbucks on the SE corner.  

8:40A Trip begins. Leave for Glen Eyrie Castle (5 minutes away), only a "Drive By" however, we will not be stopping. 

9:00A Tour ends, we will drive through the Garden of the Gods Park into Manitou, CO. then on to Bishop’s Castle. 

10:30A Arrive Rest Area, NW corner of junction I-25 Exit 74 & Hwy 165 at Colorado City, CO.  

11:00A Leave for Bishop’s Castle. (25 minutes) 

11:30A Arrive at Bishop’s Castle. Parking along both sides of Hwy 165 after mile marker 13 & the Castle.  

(yucky out-house -*-*-*-* or behind a tree-*-*-*-*) 

12:45P Leave for decent twisties. Continue Hwy 165 N. to Hwy 96. Turn Right towards Wetmore, CO. 

1:25P Arrive at Shell Station & Food Store on left, possible ice cream break. 

1:50P Leave for Burg Mary Castle, via Canon City, Guffey, Cripple Creek & Woodland Park. 

3:50P Arrive Burg Mary Castle, go to end of pavement & park left side facing up hill, taking up last 2 home fronts on Left 

(okay to use up their 4 driveways, additional Mini’s can also park on Right side, but not in or in front of driveways).  

Our hosts, Herman & Mary Beeh will provide food & refreshments (compliments of mini5280.org) at their “Open Castle” for 

Mini5280. (Chairs will be handy to carry into the Castle to sit on.) 

6:20P Trip Ends 



Page  13 

OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE MOTORING SOCIETY OF THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION JULY 2010 



Page  14 

OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE MOTORING SOCIETY OF THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION JULY 2010 

CLASSIFIEDS 

2005 Mini Cooper S, Chili Red white top, private party 
44,000 miles 

  

A real sports car 
Recent service at 43,000, No Problems, Recent Carfax, Mini Oil change 
 

                          Excellent condition (no body work) 

                          30-34 miles per gallon 

                          Hard top 

                          5 Speed automatic transmission 

                          Down shifts like a standard 

                          Accommodates a person up to 6ft 6 inches 

                          New brakes 

                          New Tires 

                          All Service documented 

                          No smoking, no pets (very clean) 

                          Winter Package (Heated seat and mirrors) 

                          Much, much more 

                          Must see and drive 
 

Kelly Blue Book: $17,835 (Kelly does not account for winter package, heated seats and mirrors or 
added cost of automatic transmission) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Price: $14,900 

Call Ray at (303) 641-0235 
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CLASSIFIEDS 

If you have any items for our classified section please email a description, price and photo(s) to: 

info@MINI5280.org 

Also let us know when it sells so we can remove it 

Race Central can be found Friday from 6-8 PM MST on AM 1510 Mile High Sports Radio Race Central Radio and always 

streaming Live at www.racecentralmedia.com  "click on listen live link". Race Central TV Thursday at 5:30 and 10:00 PM 

MST and Saturday Afternoons and Sunday nights on Altitude Sports and Entertainment. Also watch for our MITM commer-

cial on Race Central TV starting in June and look for them as they film at MITM in August (you could be a TV star!) 

Jaguar Denver has serviced and restored award winning Jaguar cars for 29 years, and we also work on both 
classic and new MINI’s as well! In fact, we race a 1967 Cooper S in Rocky Mountain Vintage Racing events and 
our Jaguar customers, with new MINI’s, have trusted our services for years. We just want to let you know that 
we are here to assist you in ALL of your MINI needs and with our labor rate being $25/hr less than the MINI 
dealer, our popularity is growing rapidly! Our service tech has completed additional MINI training / schooling, 
and we are prepared to offer you a truly comprehensive service program. Although we don’t have a fireplace in 
our waiting room like the Jaguar dealer does, we do have a two year old  Golden Retriever named Eleanor (just 
don’t wear black pants) and there is always something interesting (and British) in the service bays to check 

out! 

Look for us just off Evans and Santa Fe at 2065 S Osage St, Denver CO 80223 (303) 934-5400 and please visit 

our website at www.jaguardenver.com 

10% off total ticket price for all MINI5280 members 

http://www.racecentralmedia.com
http://www.jaguardenver.com
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CLASSIFIEDS 

 

Kellen Russell from Craven Speed has informed MINI5280 that they will be extending a 

year-long discount to all  MINI5280 Club members off any product ordered from them.  

All you have to do is enter code *M528010* in the discount box on the online order form. 

The code will work any number of times and is good all year long.  

Peak Eurosport has extended all MINI5280 members a 10% discount offer.  This discount is good on all 

parts and labor as well as Prima detailing products just be sure to mention you are a MINI5280 member. 

So check out their website at: http://www.peakeurosport.com or visit their store located at: 4745 Inde-

pendence St, Wheat Ridge CO 80033 (303) 421.0365 

Don Racine with MINIMania has extended MINI5280 members a 10% discount on all 

web purchases. Just use the code 5280MI at checkout. 

Visit their website at: http://www.minimania.com 

Ben Long with ACE Automotive Specialties has extended MINI5280 members a 20% discount on all 

clear bra installations. Ben is a certified clear bra installation instructor and has a tremendous reputation 

in the Denver area.  Check out their website at: http://AceClearBra.com 

http://www.cravenspeed.com/index.php?ukey=home
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CLASSIFIEDS 

Custom MINI Shift Knobs 

2002-2006 Mini Cooper Shift Knobs. $40.00 Shipped. 

Custom made from pool balls. Locks on with a dowel pin 

and set screws, will not spin.  

e-mail me at bryansusanw@hotmail.com  

 

If you have any items for our classified section please email a description, price and photo(s) to: 

info@MINI5280.org 

Also let us know when it sells so we can remove it 

Did You Know ... 

MINI5280 has a Facebook page? We do so check it 

out and become a fan. 

www.facebook.com/pages/Littleton-CO/

MINI5280/48379816035 

You will find club events, photos, videos and an-

nouncements. Leave a message, sign-up for an 

event or even post some MINI5280 photos. 

Intrigue Detail is Colorado's premiere exotic and luxury vehicle detailing facility. Offering everything from exterior washing 
to full show prep, clear bra, window tinting and ClearPlex, Intrigue is truly a one stop shop. Mention you are with MINI5280 
and receive a 20% discount. 

Location: 11100 W 8th Ave, Lakewood, CO 80215 Phone: 303-482-1266  

Email: perfection@theintriguedetail.com 

Be sure to visit our friends at Euroberge Magazine 

www.EuroBerge.com 

A great e-magazine featuring local euro car talent and amazing photos! 

#
mailto:perfection@theintriguedetail.com,%20AaronB@AutoAppraisalNetwork.com,%20JustinB@AutoAppraisalNetwork.com
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Calendar of Events 

July 11 DIY Wash Day—11:00 AM   Paul’s Coffee & Tea, Louisville, CO 

July 17 Castle to Castle Ride—Colorado Springs, CO 

July 31 MINI5280 Drive-In Night—Thornton, CO 

August 12-15 5th Annual MINIS in the Mountains—Winter Park, CO 

August 13-15 MTTS DENVER CO—www.MINITakesTheStates.com 

August 21 Daveco Liquors / Race Central Car Show—Thornton, CO 

September 18 Ride the Rockies—Oak Park, Arvada, CO 

September 19 Colorado Cooclave—Oak Park, Arvada, CO 

October 21-24 Merry MINIS on the Mountain—Arkansas 

October 2010 Yalla Yalla—I could tell you but won’t. 

Here are the upcoming MINI5280 events as well as events from other clubs and organiza-

tions. For more details on all events visit the MINI5280 Calendar on NAM or MA. Make sure 

to check the calendar often because you never know when something may be added! 

If you have an event or attraction you wish to share let us know at: info@MINI5280.org 

MINI5280 

Monthly Staff 

Ingrid Fleming 
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Co-Editor and Contributor 

Joe Konrad 
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