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Monthly 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

MINI5280 

Winter is right around the corner and for 
some of us that means it’s time to put the 
MINI away for the next few months and 
start driving something that we, well that 
we care about less.  I’m not quite that 
type, I think a car is meant to be driven 
and I’ll bring out the hose in sub-freezing 
temperatures and blast the crappage that 
they put on the roads out here for some 
reason and make sure it doesn’t stick 
and eat away at all the little metal bits 
that hold our cars together.  Don’t get me 
wrong, I don’t blame any of you for ga-
raging you MINI until the roads are 
slightly less homicidal.  I can’t believe all 
the garbage that they put on the roads 
out here, I’m almost certain that CDOT 
has some sort of deal with windshield 
repair facilities with all of the gravel that 
goes down on the roads.  If someone 
knows why they put the gravel down 
please tell me, until then I’m just going to 
assume that they are intentionally trying 
to bust all of our windows and make 
some sort of profit off of it. 

So, now that I’ve reminded you of the 
scary winter that will soon be the harbin-
ger of icy doom to all of us, let’s move on 
to some slightly cheerier ideas.  In a few 
days most of us will be participating in 
MINI5280’s biggest local event and as 
many of you know it’s called Yalla Yalla.  
I’ve had quite a few newer members 
email me recently asking what Yalla 
Yalla is and concerned that there’s not 
enough information out there.  Let me 
provide all of the information that you 
need right now:  Be at the Broomfield 
Park and Ride (the one that’s basically a 
parking garage for the 1

st
 Bank Event 

Center) on November (yes November) 
6

th
 (a Saturday?  Yes, a Saturday) at 

10:00 am, a co-pilot is probably a good 
idea since you don’t want to be driving 
and reading at the same time.  Oh, as far 
as time to allocate for this; depending on 
how good or bad your navigation skills 
are you might be done with it in a few 
hours or you could be at it for days.  So, 

if you feel brave enough to come out for 
a day of fun then head out there and en-
joy, there’s a reason it’s our longest run-
ning event and where we get our biggest 
member turnout. 

On to other things not Yalla Yalla:  For 
this month’s meeting we will be hosting a 
pizza party at MINI of Loveland; all mem-
bers are welcome to attend and enjoy 
some free pizza while we discuss the 
future of the club and hang out with other 
members, it will be a nice low key meet-
ing unlike what we’ve had over the sum-
mer.  There’s one catch, either send an 
email to president@mini5280.org, follow 
this link or mark yourself as attending on  
Facebook so that I know you will be at-
tending, there’s nothing worse than a 
pizza party with not enough pizza to go 
around.  We are working on a Children’s 
Hospital charity run again this year so 
look for that in the December issue.  
Also, if you don’t already know, MINIs in 
the Mountains has a date and place 
locked in for next year; we will be at Win-
ter Park Resort again from August 4

th
 to 

August 7
th
, I hope everyone can make it 

since we wont have a huge corporate 
event looming over us like this year. 

Last, I just wanted to cover some demo-
graphic information on the club since 
every member has the right to know.  
Financially we are sitting at right around 
$7500 pre Yalla Yalla and last year we 
were at about $10,000.  I think this is a 
good place to be especially since MITM 
took up a little more financial ground this 
year than it has in years past; with our 
steady membership rate we should stay 
steady for years to come.  As far as the 
membership rate goes we currently have 
125 active members and I am noticing 
non renewing members drop off at about 
the same rate as new members join.  
While this is not absolutely ideal, I’m not 
complaining a whole bunch.  The way I 
see it is just about as many people are 
buying themselves their first MINI as are 

selling their MINI and moving on to 
something else.  Now, how do we 
retain everyone else who still has their 
MINI and just simply doesn’t feel like 
they belong in the club?  Like I’ve said 
before, if there’s something that we 
can do for you bring it up at a meet-
ing, post it on one of our many net-
working sites, or send me an email; I’ll 
be happy to accommodate. 

I hope to see everyone at Yalla Yalla.  
Until then, happy motoring 

 
Joe Konrad 

President, MINI5280  

mailto:president@mini5280.org
http://www.northamericanmotoring.com/forums/calendar.php?do=getinfo&e=1436&day=2010-11-9
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MEET YOUR MEMBER 

Name Rich Craighill 

Nickname BLU-BY-U 

Date of Purchase (Mini) July 2009 

Dealer of Purchase Professional Snowboarder from Vail 

Spouse Teena Craighill (RUDEBOX) 

Year Married 6/22/1996 

Is he/she a MINI Mania? She is just as bad as I am, maybe more so… 

Children Info 
1 Alaskan Malamute, 1 Ragdoll, and 1 Alaskan 
Husky/Shepherd mix on the way 

Location Longmont, Colorado 

Mods 

You asked… 

Aero Kit - M7 Carbon Fiber Shift Knob, Alta CAI 
w/ Blue Silicon Alta pipe, 15% Alta Pulley, MSD 
Coil, Taylor Thundervolt 50 wires, e3 Spark 
Plugs, Powerflex Upper engine Large and 
Small motor mount bushings, MTH mild tune, 
JCW front struts, 17" Flik Artic wheels in Gun 
Metal w/ 215/40wr17 Hankook H105, H&R low-
ering springs, Madness 22mm swaybar, custom 
mounted H&R Strut brace, and soon Powerflex 
lower control arm bushings 

Color Indi Blue with a body color roof 

Employer / Type of Business 
Northrop Grumman Information Systems / Infor-
mation Technology Sector 

Position Software Developer 

Hobbies MINI, Hockey, our pets, my Motorcycle…. 

Greatest Achievement Since College Marrying Teena 

Favorite MINI Memory 

Too many to narrow down to one, RUDEBOX 
getting 1

st
 place at the Conclave, chasing the 

Bush’s towards the Sand Dunes at mach 
speed, finding BLU-BY-U… 

A few favorite songs from the college days Deadman’s Party Oingo Boingo 

My History with the MINI 

Teena and I started with RUDEBOX getting or-
dered in December of 2006, watching the news 
of where he was, getting involved in 
MINI5280.org, then getting the mod bug.  I then 
started thinking why did I need my Dakota when 
I could have my own MINI to replace it, and 
started looking for BLU-BY-U.  I have been 
crazy since, well maybe before that, but for 
MINI’s since then. 
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MINI5280 OSKAR BLUES CRUISE 

It was a perfect sunny day for motoring in Colorado, but then again Colorado has well over 300 per-
fect sunny days. Saturday, October 2

nd
 was one of those. 

Our group met at Starbucks in north Golden, which 
turned out to be the launch point for other road warri-
ors, especially the motorcycle crowd who I’m sure love 
“Twisties” almost as much as us MINI Cooper folk do. 
After our morning visit we all lined up for the ride. We 
started up Golden Gate Canyon right behind a couple 
of tour buses, but the scenery was great right from the 
start. The cottonwood trees in the lower part of the 
canyon were just starting to turn yellow. As we made it 
further up, the aspen were at their peak or just slightly 
past peak. 

 

The traffic cleared, and we had a smooth trip north on the 
Peak to Peak Highway. North of Nederland there were nu-
merous State Patrol and County Sheriff on the road helping 
with the Cycle for Life Bicycle Ride, requiring us to mind the 
posted speed limits. Our route took a scenic short cut on Riv-
erside Drive/Boulder County 103 which passes through the 
very small town of Raymond, Colorado. The new asphalt and 
narrow winding road were a perfect match for the MINI Coo-
per. Then it was down Colorado Highway 7/ South Saint 
Vrain Canyon into Lyons, Colorado where we landed at Os-
kar Blues. 

Once at Oskar Blues, our group took over the south patio 
to enjoy lunch in the plentiful Colorado fall sunshine. The 
food was good, the ride was fun, and sharing all that with 
good friends is the reason why I love being part of 
MINI5280. 

 After lunch we all lined up once again to depart Lyons. 
We decided to take the Foothills Highway/ US 36 from Ly-
ons to Boulder and Highway 93 south to Golden. Of 
course, since I planned this ride and live in the area, my 
turn to go home came half way between Lyons and Boul-
der, and I enjoyed the last seven miles traveling east on 
Nelson Road alone, while others continued on. 

 

Article and Photos by Robert Montoya 
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MITM 2010 SURVEY RESULTS 
VIEW THE FULL RESULTS AT WWW.MINI5280.ORG 
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MITM 2010 SURVEY RESULTS 
VIEW THE FULL RESULTS AT WWW.MINI5280.ORG 
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Newsletter Editor & Co-Editor 

MINI5280 is looking for a couple of 
folks to assume the role of publishing 

our monthly club newsletter. 
Fresh, clean, creative and informative is all that is required plus 
a few hours a month. Express yourself and help out the club! 
Fulfill your desire to be in print and relish in the knowledge that 
some will be reading your words in their birthday suites.   

That warm satisfying feeling that comes 
with keeping the membership informed and 
entertained on a monthly basis. 
Interested? Email camaybee@yahoo.com 
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Check out the swag at: http://www.cafepress.com/mini5280/7261871  
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NEXT CLUB MEETING  

Tuesday, November 9, 2010 

7:00 PM 

MINI of Loveland 
4055 Byrd Drive 

Loveland, CO 80538 
www.MINIofLoveland.com 

The cold is upon us and we're moving back to Tuesday 
meetings. 
This month we will be meeting at MINI of Loveland and have a 
nice, low key meeting.  We'll discuss upcoming events, the club 
status, and the club's future including possible future events. 
Oh yeah, and pizza.  We'll be providing pizza for every member 

that signs up on the MINI5280 NAM calendar, Facebook or by 

sending an email to President@MINI5280.org 
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MINI MOVIE NIGHT 
AND 

PRIMA CAR CARE CLINIC 
Please join us for our first MINI Movie Night at:  

 
MINI of Loveland 

4055 Byrd Dr 
Loveland, CO  
970-292-5020 

www.MINIofLoveland.com 
 

Thursday November 11 

6:30 p.m. 

During the movie we will have experts from Prima Car Care 

to help us learn to keep our MINI looking their best inside 

and out!  

Snacks will be provided  
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Place: Best Western Yellowstone Inn 1515 W. Park Street Livingston, Mt. 59047 406-222-6110  

Start Time: Friday Nite Mixer @ Mark’s In & out 5-7 pm June 10, 2011  

Display your Ride: Saturday June 11, 2011, 12-2 pm Rotary Park. (all vehicles, motorcycles are wel-
come)  

Parade: Saturday June 11, 2011 2:30 pm from Rotary Park through city, to east I-90 on ramp to 
Livingston exit onto Park street to BestWestern for photo op.  

BBQ: Saturday nite June 11, 2011 @ Best Western, Wish Family, with MHP officers, etc. Kruz  

Home: Sunday June, 12, 2011 take a backroads kruz home with your friends, and get ready for next 
year in a different Montana town!!  

Welcome all Customs, Street Rods, Muscle Cars, Mini’s, Corvettes, Mustangs, Mopars, Motorcycles, 
etc. $25 entry goes to the Montana Hope Kids. 

Contact:  Tom Gress & Bonnie Saxton 
MHP Kruz Coordinators 
PO Box 17216 Missoula, Mt.  59808 
406-728-0611 or 406-544-3207 
tgress@montana.com 

 

The Montana Hope Project is unique. 

Begun in 1984 by the Association of Montana Troopers (formally the Association of Montana Highway Patrol-
men), the Montana Hope Project originated from the strong desire of the Montana Troopers to give back to the 
communities that they serve. Officers wanted to establish a special service that would create a positive and 
rewarding impact both for the troopers, and for their communities. 

The goal of the Hope Project is to make dreams come true for critically ill children in Montana. To date, over 
316 wishes have been granted. Today, the Montana Hope Project is a separate nonprofit organization funded 
by tax-deductible charitable contributions and donations. The Hope Project does not receive tax or governmen-
tal support and is not associated with any national wish-granting organization. 

It raises money through fund-raisers, corporate donors, donations and memorials, and ninety percent of all pro-
ceeds raised go directly to Montana children. The average granted wish amounts to about $6000, and the most 
requested wish is a trip to Walt Disney World. Other wishes include Hawaii, seeing favorite sports teams, see-
ing favorite movie stars, and computers. 

Additionally, the Hope Project invites each recipient and their immediate family to an annual reunion held in 
Essex, Montana, near the edge of Glacier Park, the first weekend of June every year. The project staff is an all 
volunteer one and consists of active and retired highway patrolmen as well as community volunteers. 

The Montana Hope Project is a success due to the combined efforts of dedicated individuals and organizations 
who give their generous support. We welcome you to join our efforts to give critically ill children their dream 
come true. Life of children is precious and should never be cut short without wishes coming true. 

2ND ANNUAL MONTANA HOPE 

“KRUZ 4 KIDZ” 
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EXPERT MINI COOPER SALES & SERVICE
We now sell and service MINI and Mini Coppers in Colorado Springs 
from our extensive  service and repair center.

Our Service Differentiators:
• Technicians knowledgeable in MINIs and Minis
• Complete array of factory-level diagnostic systems
• Most services performed same day
• OEM-level parts
• Computer-controlled 4-wheel alignment

Our Sales Differentiators:
• We buy our cars from enthusiastic individuals
• We select low-mileage cars, with service history
• We perform needed services to bring the car up to our standards
• We offer optional extended warranty at a reasonable price

2265 La Montana Way, Colorado Springs, CO 80918
719-260-0992  www.localtopshop.net

Coopers in Colorado Springs 
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Jaguar Denver has serviced and restored award winning Jaguar cars for 29 years, and 
we also work on both classic and new MINI’s as well! In fact, we race a 1967 Cooper S in 
Rocky Mountain Vintage Racing events and our Jaguar customers, with new MINI’s, have 
trusted our services for years. We just want to let you know that we are here to assist 
you in ALL of your MINI needs and with our labor rate being $25/hr less than the MINI 
dealer, our popularity is growing rapidly! Our service tech has completed additional MINI 
training / schooling, and we are prepared to offer you a truly comprehensive service pro-
gram. Although we don’t have a fireplace in our waiting room like the Jaguar dealer does, 
we do have a two year old  Golden Retriever named Eleanor (just don’t wear black pants) 

and there is always something interesting (and British) in the service bays to check out! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Look for us just off Evans and Santa Fe at 2065 S Osage St, Denver CO 80223 (303) 934-

5400 and please visit our website at www.jaguardenver.com 

10% off total ticket price for all MINI5280 members 

CLASSIFIEDS 

http://www.jaguardenver.com
http://www.jaguardenver.com/jagden.htm
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CLASSIFIEDS 
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CLASSIFIEDS 

Race Central can be found Friday from 6-8 PM MST on AM 1510 Mile High Sports Radio Race Central Radio and Radio re-

play Sundays from 7-9 AM and always streaming Live at www.racecentralmedia.com  "click on listen live link" ..Race Central 

TV Thursday at 5:30 and 9:30 PM MST and Saturday Afternoons and Sunday nights on Altitude Sports and Entertainment. 

Also watch for our MITM commercials on Race Central TV starting in June and look for them as they film a segment at MITM 

in August (you could be a TV star!) 

Custom MINI Shift Knobs 

2002-2006 Mini Cooper Shift Knobs. $40.00 Shipped. Cus-

tom made from pool balls. Locks on with a dowel pin 

and set screws, will not spin.   

e-mail me at bryansusanw@hotmail.com  

MITM MINI Plate Plaque 

MITM mini plate plaque! Sticky tape or magnetic installation. 
$15.00 each or two for $25.00 shipping included.  
Buy at MITM or: 

e-mail me at bryansusanw@hotmail.com  

  

If you have any items for our classified section please email a description, price and photo(s) to: 

info@MINI5280.org 

Also let us know when it sells so we can remove it 

http://www.racecentralmedia.com
#
#
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CLASSIFIEDS 

 

Kellen Russell from Craven Speed has informed MINI5280 that they will be extending a 

year-long discount to all  MINI5280 Club members off any product ordered from them.  

All you have to do is enter code “M528010” in the discount box on the online order form. 

The code will work any number of times and is good all year long.  

Peak Eurosport has extended all MINI5280 members a 10% discount offer.  This discount is good on all 

parts and labor as well as Prima detailing products just be sure to mention you are a MINI5280 member. 

So check out their website at: http://www.peakeurosport.com or visit their store located at: 4745 Inde-

pendence St, Wheat Ridge CO 80033 (303) 421.0365 

Don Racine with MINIMania has extended MINI5280 members a 10% discount on all 

web purchases. Just use the code “5280MI“ at checkout. 

Visit their website at: http://www.minimania.com 

Ben Long with ACE Automotive Specialties has extended MINI5280 members a 20% discount on all 

clear bra installations. Ben is a certified clear bra installation instructor and has a tremendous reputation 

in the Denver area.  Check out their website at: http://AceClearBra.com 

http://www.cravenspeed.com/index.php?ukey=home
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CLASSIFIEDS 

If you have any items for our classified section please email a description, price and photo(s) to: 

info@MINI5280.org 

Also let us know when it sells so we can remove it 

Did You Know ... 

MINI5280 has a Facebook page? We do so check it 

out and become a fan. 

www.facebook.com/pages/Littleton-CO/

MINI5280/48379816035 

You will find club events, photos, videos and an-

nouncements. Leave a message, sign-up for an 

event or even post some MINI5280 photos. 

Intrigue Detail is Colorado's premiere exotic and luxury vehicle detailing facility. Offering everything from exterior washing to 
full show prep, clear bra, window tinting and ClearPlex, Intrigue is truly a one stop shop. Mention you are with MINI5280 and 
receive a 20% discount. 

Location: 11100 W 8th Ave, Lakewood, CO 80215 Phone: 303-482-1266  

Email: perfection@theintriguedetail.com 

Be sure to visit our friends at Euroberge Magazine 

www.EuroBerge.com 

A great e-magazine featuring local euro car talent and amazing photos! 

mailto:perfection@theintriguedetail.com,%20AaronB@AutoAppraisalNetwork.com,%20JustinB@AutoAppraisalNetwork.com


Page  17 

OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE MOTORING SOCIETY OF THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION NOVEMBER 2010 

Calendar of Events 

November 6 Yalla Yalla 2010 —10 AM Broomfield Park & Ride . 

November 9 MINI5280 Club Meeting—7 PM MINI of Loveland 

November 11 MOL Movie / Car Care Night—6:30 PM MINI of Loveland 

December Children's Hospital Charity Run—TBD 

May 19—22 AMVIV8—Palace Station, Las Vegas, NV (WWW.AMVIV.COM) 

June 10—12 2nd Annual Montana Hope “Kruz 4 Kidz” , Livingston, Mt.  

Here are the upcoming MINI5280 events as well as events from other clubs and organiza-

tions. For more details on all events visit the MINI5280 Calendar on NAM or MA. Make sure 

to check the calendar often because you never know when something may be added! 

If you have an event or attraction you wish to share let us know at: info@MINI5280.org 

 

MINI5280 

Monthly Staff 

Ingrid Fleming 
Chief Editor and Contributor 

Chuck Maybee 
Co-Editor and Contributor 

Robert Montoya 
Rich Craighill 
Joe Konrad 

Contributors 

Note: First to respond to the ad on page 6 gets free membership for 2 years! 


