
 
Hi, just a reminder that you're receiving this email because you are a MINI5280 club member. Don't forget to add 
secretary@mini5280.org to your address book so we'll be sure to land in your inbox! 
  
You may unsubscribe if you no longer wish to receive our emails. 

 

 

  January 2013 
 

Happy New Year, MINI5280!      
  
Nothing like starting the new year with a MINI newsletter!  
 
Here's hoping that you had a great 2012 filled with MINI adventures 
and are about to embark on another. 
 
Keep motoring, 
 
Kristan Yadao (Dittin) 
MINI5280 Secretary 
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President 's  Message  
President's Message January 2013 
  
I hope this message catches all the MINI5280 folks on a good first day of 2013. 
 
MINI5280 had a good year, we closed out with a nice Children's Hospital Toy Run 
which we try to do annually.  On December 15, MINI5280 hosted our Mexican 

Christmas Fiesta, it was well attended and the food was great as always with Old Santa Fe 
Mexican Grill.  I would like to thank my helper Mrs. Pat for making the door prizes pretty and 
helping me organize this festive event. 
 
Our club is in great financial shape,  we have money in the bank.  We will be planning for our 
August MITM event starting in January and monthly until August.  If you want to help, contact 
Jeremy N. at info@minisinthemountains.com send him a nice email letting him know what you 
want to do. 
 
I have had the support of my fellow officers and our resident webmaster to get most everything 
done. We had great rides planned by the club members in 2012.  Our major events in 2012, MITM 
in Winter Park and Yalla Yalla were a blast. 
 
Our MINI Dealers gave us a lot of support this year,  we thank them both,  they both provided 
warm welcomes to our MINI5280 members and had some great displays, events and deals for 
folks looking to enhance their MINI ownership or fix up the MINI. 
  
Our extra special Thank You goes to Ralph Schomp MINI for their support of MINI5280 this year. 
Thank you to Prima Products, Show Car Detailing (California) and Peak Eurosport for being there 
for MINI5280. 
 
Best to all of our members.  Have a great 2013 with your MINI, drive safe! 
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Don S (El Prez) 
  

MINI  o f  Love land  L igh ts  Capade  
 Story and photos by Teena Craighill 

 
  

The "MINI of Loveland Lights Capade" took place Thursday, December 13. Several MINI 
fans were invited to gather at MINI of Loveland to decorate their MINIs with holiday 
decorations and parade around town looking at various Christmas light displays. 
  
  
Pizza was provided for all guests as well as a commemorative Lights Capade button to 
wear. Decorating began at 5:30 and before we hit the streets at 6:30, a driver's meeting was 
called. A few new MINI of Loveland employees were introduced: MINI Motoring Manager 
Gale Connell and new Motoring Advisor Dave Parent. The route map was also handed out. 

  
  
There were a total of 36 MINIs driving on side streets and back roads to various 
neighborhoods mostly in Fort Collins. Some of the residents were outside watching us as 
if they knew we'd be driving by. They were waving and shouting. Some cars passing by 
were also honking at us. We also drove through the Woodward Governor property as they 
had an enormous lights display you could drive through. It featured Christmas trees, 



nativity scenes, scenes from Santa's workshop, caroler displays and coordinated music 
playing over the radio. 
  
The final destination was Fort Collins 
Brewery/Gravity Ten Twenty Restaurant. 
Prizes were awarded for the 3 best decorated 
MINIs as voted on by all the participants. My 
Convertible S won first place! I won a shiny 
black MINI duffel bag. I've had my eye on it for 
a while so this win was a perfect one! I rode 
with the top down and placed two holiday 
inflatables in the back seat - a penguin and a 
sock monkey. Also had individual magnetic 
lights randomly placed on doors, bonnet and 
boot. 
  

This is the 2nd Lights Capade MINI of Loveland has put together so I am pretty sure a "3rd 
Annual" will be in the works. Join in next year and check out some amazing lights and 
MINIs of course. 
  
Teena/RUDEBOX 

 

Meet  New Member ,  My la  Poth iawa la  



 
 
Your Name: Myla Pothiawala 
MINI Model: Countryman S ALL4 
Your MINI's Name: Lilibet (named after Queen Elizabeth II's childhood nickname) 
Date of Purchase: 8/9/12 
Dealer of Purchase: Schomp 
Mods/Color: White w/ Black Top, Sunroof, Black Bonnet Stripes 
Spouse/Kids/Pets: None of the above 
Employer/Type of Business: Research & Development Food Scientist 
Your Location: Erie, CO 
Hobbies: Cooking, Reading, Shopping, Movies, Yoga 
Favorite TV Shows: Walking Dead, True Blood, Mad Men 
Goal You Would Like to Achieve This Year: Lose weight (also known as my goal EVERY year) 
My History with the MINI: It's my first one.  My dream car! 
Favorite MINI Memory: I love driving every day and waving at the other MINIs on the road.  It 
truly is the only car that comes with friends! 
 

9th Annual  Chi ldren's  Hospi tal  Toy Run  
Story by Raymond Gross 

Photos by Jim Taylor and Kristan Yadao 
  
MINI 5280 does it again.  On 15 Dec MINI 5280 members assembled to support the 9th 
Annual Toy Run for the Children's Hospital.  



Although it was a very cold morning, MINI owners assembled at both the North and South 
campuses of the Children's Hospital.  Everyone departed around 8:30am to meet at the 
Children's Hospital main campus.  All the MINI owners converged on the top of the visitor 
parking structure and we had assembled a total of 27 MINIs.  
  
We obtained a huge rolling carton from 
the Hospital to fill with toys.  As I rolled 
the carton up to parking lot, I saw a sea of 
boots opening up and out came the 
toys.  In less than 2 minutes the carton 
was overflowing with toys.  We even had 
to employ an extra wagon.  I didn't think 
the MINIs could hold that much but boy 
was I surprised.  We had books, movies, 
stuffed animals, coloring books and so 
much more.  We topped the carton with a 
big wheel.  Some young child will have 
the run of the hospital halls with that. 
  
We pushed the large carton overflowing 
with toys into the hospital with the MINI 
crowd following.  Kathleen McBride, from 
the Hospital Association of Volunteers 
was amazed by the amount of toys and 
the size of the MINI folks.  
  
Kathleen provided everyone a word of 
thanks and a tour of the hospital.  She 
showed us the amazing setup in the 
hospital designed for kids.  They had kids 
play areas, teen rooms and even a small 
movie theater.  They also had family 
rooms and day care to support the 
families of the hospital residents.  What a 
Phenomenal place to support the children 
and families that require the assistance 



that the hospital services.  
  
It is great to see such support from our club members for this worthy cause.  Yes, we are 
all about our MINIs and twisty roads, but our support to the Children's Hospital for 9 years 
in a row really shows our caring and commitment.  

 
Thanks to everyone who donated the toys and gifts and  came out to support this 
event.  The Hospital is always in need of blood donations so if you ever have a few free 
minutes stop by and give the gift of life.  I will see you next year at our 10th Annual Toy 
Run.  It will be great. 
 

MINI5280 Chris tmas Fiesta  
Story by Kristan Yadao 

Photos by Don Suiter 
 
As a final MINI5280 farewell to 2012, the club 
celebrated with a Christmas Fiesta on December 
15th. An RSVP was required, but it made for some 
fun name tags at arrival! 
 
The party was held at Old  
Santa Fe Mexican Grill in Louisville, CO. Attendees 
enjoyed a fantastic Mexican food buffet including 
build-your-own tacos, enchiladas, and tamales.  For 
dessert, sopapillas were served. 
 
   

   
   
  



Added fun to the event was the prize raffle, two prizes of 
which were a couple of my custom Eyeshades. I won a 
T-shirt and James won some Prima products! We 
chatted with some fellow club members and stayed 'til 
the very end of the party. 
 
Thanks to all those who attended! It was great seeing 
everyone and the MINIs before heading into the new 
year. 

 



 

 



Boulder  L ights  Parade  
Story by Teena Craighill 

Photos by Teena Craighill & sister Joyce Gustafson 

 
"Oh what fun it is to ride through the Boulder Lights parade! Hey!" 



 
What could be more fun than driving down the street being the center of attention showing 
off your MINI! Well actually, that's normal for most MINI drivers! MINI of Loveland invited 
members from MINI5280 to join them in Boulder's "Lights of December" parade on 
Saturday, December 1. At 5pm we began decorating our MINIs with bows, stuffed animals, 
inflatables, candy canes and lots of lights.  



 

 



 
Passersby were stopping to take pictures of the glowing MINIs. We began driving the 
parade route at 6pm. It was a short route around the downtown Boulder streets. We were 
waving, smiling and some of us trying to drive 2 - 5 mph holding in the clutch (numb 
toes!)! Fortunately, my sister Joyce was my co-pilot and she helped spread cheer to the 

crowds. "Merry MINI!" she began 
to shout out. 
Our MINI caravan was led by a 
MINI of Loveland Countryman S 
and was followed by five 
MINI5280 members (4 Coopers 
and 1 Cabrio). The weather was 
perfect for an evening parade and 
the crowds of people watching 
were aplenty...People were so 
tickled by the site of the MINIs. 
"Look at the MINIs!" kids were 
shouting. Some even got close 
enough to put a hand up for a 
high five! I was able to go 
"topless" and had an 8 ft. 
inflatable Christmas tree sticking 

out the back of my MINI convertible. I decorated with over 100 individual magnetic lights 
stuck to my MINI (don't worry, I used a lot of Hydro for protection) and topped it all off with 
a big red light-up bow on the bonnet. 



 

 
  
So think about joining in on the fun the next time the offer to join in on a parade comes up 
... and when you see those Christmas and Halloween clearance sales, don't pass them 
up....besides LED lights, look for anything that glows and lights up (like my flashing 
teeth...and flashing shoestrings...and flashing necklace)...til next time, 
Teena Craighill / RUDEBOX" 
 

Upcoming MINI5280 Events  



 January 8th, 2012 - Club Meeting and Social Dinner - 6:45pm  Place will be determined, it will 
probably be towards central Denver a bit west. You buy your own dinner and drinks. Allow 1.5 to 2 
hours for meeting and getting your dinner. Casual dress, MINI is optional if snow is 2 feet 
deep. Sign up here. 

 August 7-11, 2013 - Minis in the Mountains - Avon, CO at the Christie Lodge - Website 

Upcoming Non-MINI5280 Events  
 April 19th-21st, 2013 - RMVR Drivers School at PPIR. More information to follow 

Motor On! 
  
We happily welcome articles and pictures! If you'd like to submit a story, photo, event, ride, or anything else MINI to an upcoming 
newsletter, please send an email to secretary@mini5280.org.  

   

 
MINI5280 Member Discounts 

Save 5% 

Craven Speed has informed MINI5280 that they will be extending a year-long discount to all MINI5280 club 
members off any product ordered from them. Use code M528010 for a 5% discount. The code will work any 
number of times and is good all year long. Visit their website here. 

Save 10% 

MINI Motoring Graphics has extended MINI5280 members a 10% discount on all purchases. Just use 
the code MINI5280 at checkout or mention MINI5280 when you place your order by 
phone.www.minimotoringgraphics.com 

Save 10% 
Peak Eurosport has extended MINI5280 members a 10% discount. It is good on all parts and labor as 
well as Prima detailing products. Just mention that you're a MINI5280 member. Check out their 
website or visit their store at 4745 Independence St., Wheat Ridge, CO 80033. 877-616-PEAK 

Save 
10% 

MINI5280 members save 10% on premium carbon fiber parts and accessories made exclusively 
for MINI Coopers. Visit them at www.carbonmini.com 

Save 
10% 

Mini Mania is offering our club a discount on all orders. Just use code 5280MINI through 
2012,  good for 10% on all orders except sale items. 
  
Note: This code has changed as of August 2012! The old code will no longer work! Please use 
promo code 5280MINI when you check out. 
  
Their website: www.minimania.com 

Save 10% 

GoBadges is giving MINI5280 members a 10% discount on items in their online store. Just use 
code 5280 when placing your order. Check them out here: www.gobadges.com 
  
GoBadges can be reached via email: contact@GoBadges.com  

 

Represent MINI5280! The club's shop contains tshirts, hoodies, magnets, stickers, wallets, coffee mugs and lots 
more, all bearing the MINI5280 club logos. Many items are available in multiple styles and colors. 
 
Club store website: www.cafepress.com/mini5280 
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Only $1 Above 
Cost! 

 
MINI5280 Member Classifieds 

(To list your MINI parts for sale, email secretary@MINI5280.org) 
  

For 
Sale 

  
For sale used items: 
  
Don Suiter - don (dot) suiter (at) gmail.com 

 Two 205/55/17 Conti SSR Run Flat tires  - Used with 14K miles on them.  Sold as pair: 
$150.00 These Conti SSRs are for the Countryman MINI. 

 For your R56 2007-2010 MCS  TSW Lowering Springs:  $100.00 will lower your R56 approx. ½ inch 
front and rear.  I changed out to Swift R56 springs to bring my MINI lower with the new Koni 
shocks. You can use these with MINI shocks or upgrade.  Ride was better than sport suspension with 
a modest drop. 
Sales are local to Denver FR area only Ft Collins to Colorado Springs.  We can talk shipping but you 
pay the shipping and cost of packageing. 
 
Call on either item, 3-726-0440 or send me email.  -- :)  Don 
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