February 2013

Happy February, MINI5280!
We've done it again! A newsletter brimming with MINI
goodness!

IN THIS ISSUE
New Members
First "Drive" of 2013
Costa Rica MINIs?

The club officers really hope that you're enjoying being a
member of MINI5280 and taking in all the club has to offer which is a lot! We've been going on group rides, sharing our
MINI adventure stories, and even getting discounts from MINI
product vendors!
So what are you waiting for? Dive into all the juicy MINI
content below. After all, it's what you look forward to most
each month, right?

Cars and Coffee
January Club Meeting
Upcoming MINI5280 Events
Upcoming Non-club Events

Club Links
MINI5280.org
Minis in the Mountains
MINI5280 Group Me Page

Keep motoring,
Kristan Yadao (Dittin)
MINI5280 Secretary

President's Message
MINI5280 President's Message aka MINI SPAM!
We survived many things going into 2013, world is still here, winter
has not frozen all of our MINIs. Well, at least not mine! It is good to be
a MINI owner, sometimes I wish for a bigger garage and a lot more
money. Then I could own one each of the new MINI models, maybe a
2006 GP and a couple of Classics, Ah! if wishes were $$$.
To recap January 2013, MINI5280 has been busy, we are planning MITM (Avon),
setting up MINI events with our membership, fun runs, visits to great places, and
monthly meetings.
For the first three months of 2013, I am returning us to the 2nd Tuesday evening
dinner club meeting, we met at BJ's Restaurant in Aurora for January, this month we
meet at Cheeky Monk in the Orchard Plaza 144th/I25, see Facebook, NAM and M/A
for information, sign up on the NAM calendar , if you are not a free member of NAM,
sign-up, also sign-up at M/A, lots of great MINI information.
Look for a fun ride in February, lil'valentino (Jamie) has been planning a great ride
down into our Southern Mountains, lunch and twisties with friends, it is going to be
fun!
Hopefully, our Colorado MINI dealers will have some information for all of you in this
newsletter, I have asked them to provide us with updates including specials they might

want to bring to your attention as MINI owners.
Also, remember we have some great MINI suppliers advertising with us and offering
discounts. One of those suppliers (Carbon MINI) gives back to the club as well as
offers a discount, I just ordered some small bits for Scooter. I knew about the discount,
but was pleased and surprised by the give-back.
Drive safe, enjoy your MINI, see you at one of our meetings or events, If I don't know
you in person, come up and say hello. If you're a new member, welcome and thank
you!
Don Suiter - El Prez

Mee t N ew Me mbe r, J im Ba rr

Your Name: Jim Barr
MINI Model: 2003 Cooper
Date of Purchase: 11-27-12
Dealer of Purchase: Autotrek
Mods/Color: Liquid Yellow
Spouse: Karen
Kids: Lisa Meacham and Chris Barr
Grandchildren: CJ Meacham 9 months
Occupation: Health Insurance Brokers
Location: Denver, CO

Hobbies: Jim: Slot Cars, R/C Sailing, Rocky Mountain Midget Racing
Karen: Reading, Grandson

First Drive of 2013
First Drive of 2013
Story by Ray Gross

OK, it was not really a drive. We started our MINI5280 year off with a visit to the
Forney Museum of Transportation. Fifteen minis assembled in the back parking
lot of the museum. The museum opened and in we went to see all the interesting
forms of transportation. Of course, we all looked and searched for a mini but we
would have to settle for the 15 parked in the parking lot.
In the museum, we did get to see modes
of transportation like the "Big Boy" the
largest steam locomotive down to the
small three wheeled Hupmobile (smaller
than a mini). There was a wall of old
bicycles and rows of old motorcycles. Of
course there was the special display of
GTOs. There were over 30 personally
owned GTO in every color and model.
The museum really covered such a wide
variety modes of transportation. One
special vehicle that I saw many miniacs
checking out was Amelia Earhart's 1923
Kissel Speedster. I think we all wanted to ride on the out board seats with our
feet on the running board speeding down the highway in this 41 hp speedster.
We spent a couple hours then it was time to go to GB Fish & Chips for lunch.
Mike led us through some neighborhoods to check out the historic homes. We

arrived at the huge British themed restaurant. In actuality it was not very big and
we filled almost all the seats. We enjoyed British fare of fish and chips, bangers
and mash and even some Sheppard's pie. Everyone enjoyed lunch and visited
for quite a while.
Although not a MINI drive, we saw a lot of other types of vehicles and enjoyed a
great lunch. A big thanks to everyone that came out and I hope you enjoyed it.
Also, thanks to Robert for the idea. If anyone has ideas for rides or activities get
them out there and we will make it happen. Stay tuned for the real "First Ride"
the Icicle Rally coming up in Feb.

Photos by Kristan Yadao and Ray Gross

Do MINIs live in Costa Rica?
Story by Don Suiter
Photo by Don Suiter
In January, I had the pleasure of a family trip and wedding in Costa Rica, we
stayed in a nice place on the coast. We did not see much of the capital as we
arrived at night and our trip back to the airport was during the busy day traffic in
San Jose, Costa Rica, not a fun experience for the faint of heart!
In our five day trip, we saw only one MINI Cooper in the resort, none on the
roads, but when I returned I made an effort to see if Costa Rica has a MINI
Cooper Dealer, it does. Now I have to admit, this was probably not normal (MINI
PUN), since Costa Rica has some really nice MINI Cooper roads. But be warned,
driving on the highways of Costa Rica takes diligence and a strong will to

survive, this is another story over a beer or a shot and a beer!

Here is the picture of the MINI I caught in the wild and here is the link to the
Costa Rica MINI Facebook page (Oxford MINI) , so we know there are MINI
enthusiasts in CR, next time I will look harder. Facebook Link for the curious!
If you go to Costa Rica, enjoy it, stay out of the big city unless you are looking
for the museums, San Jose does have some really nice areas and malls. Take
lots of money, maximum highway speeds are 60-80 kilometers per hour, fines
for speeding and traffic violations are very expensive. A great country, I want to
do the Costa Rican National parks, anyone want to pay my way? --- Don
Text

Cars and Coffee - Jan. 5th, 2013
Cars and Coffee - Breakfast Club - Lafayette, Colorado - January 5, 2013
Story and pictures by Don Suiter
Hard to believe, first Saturday in January in Colorado and the enthusiasts were
out in force for the C&C in Lafayette. A really good turnout of the exotics, hot
rods and all the makes of cars including a few MINIs.
I will let a few pictures speak to this monthly event, we are forecasting a fine
day for the February 1ST Saturday (Feb. 2), so come out, cars show up around
7AM and stay until about 11AM, then they are gone. Come out, get a coffee and
danish at the Brewing Market Coffee store or bring your own, for sure bring your

camera and a jacket.

Loyd's R53 - Don's R60 (actually Patty's)

The line-up, Corvettes and race cars with Go-For-It Racing services!

A very nice Porsche - bright and rare orange.
This next picture is a rare and wonderful classic, if you see it at the C&C take a
closer look and talk with the current owner about the history of this MINI, bittersweet memories.

This Classic Mini has been at the last two Saturday meets!
-- Don

January 2013 MINI5280 Club Meeting
January 2013 MINI5280 Club Meeting
Story and iPhone snapshots by Don Suiter
As I said somewhere else in this newsletter, for these first three months I took
the club meetings back to the 2nd Tuesday of the month. On January 8, we met
at BJ's Restaurant and BrewHouse in Aurora, good food, we had nice seating
and surprise we have a number of MINI folks come out for the evening.
I kept the MINI5280 portion of the meeting brief, it was noisy and the food and
drink were good. I want to thank everyone who made it on a weeknight, it was
cold out. We had two of our members bring out new MINIs, two Countryman
ALL4 S models, sweet! The number of two MINI families is growing in part due
to the Countryman being a good all around MINI with that little bit of extra room
and the ALL4.

Here are a couple of pictures, enjoy and see you at the February
meeting/dinner/social gathering.
Only two pictures/snapshots, next time I remember to put the SD card in the
camera!

Outside - just a few of us.

Inside - all here - I think we had 16 people come to the meeting.
Next time, more please - Don

Upcoming MINI5280 Events
•

•

•

February 12, 2013 - Club Gathering Dinner. All club members are welcome to this
get-together dinner at 6:30 at the Cheeky Monk in Westminster. Everyone orders
their own dinner and drinks. We will have a 10 minute club status meeting,
discussion as it arises! Otherwise, enjoy the MINI company of like-minded MINI
folks. More info and sign-up here.
February 17, 2013 - Icicle Rallye 2013. This year, the Icicle Rallye will take us to
the Cripple Creek Ice Festival! We will have a 9:00 am meetup at Starbucks in
Littleton, then head out for some motoring fun! Lunch will be at McGinty's in
Divide, CO. After lunch, we will enjoy a few more twisties as we make our way to
the Ice Festival. Map and sign-up are here.
August 7-11, 2013 - Minis in the Mountains - Avon, CO at the Christie Lodge Website

Upcoming Non-MINI5280 Events
•

April 19th-21st, 2013 - RMVR Drivers School at PPIR. More information to follow

Motor On!
We happily welcome articles and pictures! If you'd like to submit a story, photo, event,
ride, or anything else MINI to an upcoming newsletter, please send an email to
secretary@mini5280.org.

MINI Company Ads

Ralph Schomp MINI has some great upcoming events! Check out these on-goings for the month
of February!
• http://nitra.proof.mini-dealer.com/schomp/MINI_US_OPEN_EXPERIENCE - Deadline is Feb.
3rd!
• Come see the Paceman at Schomp MINI 2/15/13
• Meet with the Burton team at Schomp MINI 2/21/13
• Check us out on Facebook for great Valentine's Day contests all month!

Each issue of MC2 Magazine features news
and information on current model and classic
Minis, their owners, coverage of major Mini &
MINI events, Mini history and heritage,
technical articles and how-to information,
product tests, profiles of MINI-related
businesses, car features, and more!
If it concerns Minis, MC2 -- The Independent
American MINI Magazine for ALL Mini & MINI
owners around the world -- has it handled!
MC2's app and e-zine is available in the
Apple Newsstand. Click here!
Price for 6 issues, 6x yearly is $24.95. MC2
also has a general store with T-shirts, mugs,
GoBadges, and their exclusive oil catch can.
Thoughts? Input?...
MC2magazine.com
Barry at MC2
360/ 698-7926 Seattle

Named after the faster Alfa Romeo
models, and with a pleasing nod to
the manufacturer of Velocette
motorcycles, Veloce has a simple
philosophy. It is our mission to
provide books of the highest quality
in terms of content, accuracy,
presentation, subject range and
reader satisfaction to discerning
automotive enthusiasts around the
world.
Our books may not be the
cheapest, but to adapt a famous
Rolls-Royce slogan 'the quality
remains long after the price is
forgotten ...'. We aim to cover all
aspects of the automotive world
from an international perspective,
including history, biography, reference, motorsport, repair, maintenance, car building and
restoration, and we're not afraid to publish minority interest books which we think will find a big
enough audience to make them viable.
Rod Grainger, Publisher
(Member Guild of Motoring Writers)
www.veloce.co.uk

MINI5280 Member Discounts

Save 5%

Save 10%

Save 10%
Save 10%

Craven Speed has informed MINI5280 that they will be extending a year-long discount to all
MINI5280 club members off any product ordered from them. Use code M528010 for a 5%
discount. The code will work any number of times and is good all year long. Visit their
website here.

MINI Motoring Graphics has extended MINI5280 members a 10% discount on all
purchases. Just use the code MINI5280 at checkout or mention MINI5280 when you
place your order by phone.www.minimotoringgraphics.com

Through 2013, Peak Eurosport is extending MINI5280 members a 10% discount. It is
good on all parts and labor as well as Prima detailing products. Just mention that you're
a MINI5280 member.Check out their website or visit their store at 4745 Independence
St., Wheat Ridge, CO 80033. 877-616-PEAK

MINI5280 members save 10% on premium carbon fiber parts and accessories made
exclusively for MINI Coopers. These guys also give a percentage back to the club
when you order! Visit them at www.carbonmini.com

Mini Mania is offering our club a discount on all orders. Just use code 5280MINI
through 2012, good for 10% on all orders except sale items.
Note: This code has changed as of August 2012! The old code will no longer work!
Please use promo code 5280MINI when you check out.

Save 10%

Their website: www.minimania.com

GoBadges is giving MINI5280 members a 10% discount on items in their online
store. Just use code 5280 when placing your order. Check them out
here: www.gobadges.com
GoBadges can be reached via email: contact@GoBadges.com

Save 10%

Represent MINI5280! The club's shop contains tshirts, hoodies, magnets, stickers, wallets, coffee
mugs and lots more, all bearing the MINI5280 club logos. Many items are available in multiple styles
and colors.
Club store website: www.cafepress.com/mini5280

Only $1 Above
Cost!

MINI5280 Member Classifieds
(To list your MINI parts for sale, email secretary@MINI5280.org)

For
Sale

For sale used items:
Don Suiter - don (dot) suiter (at) gmail.com
• Two 205/55/17 Conti SSR Run Flat tires - Used with 14K miles on them. Sold
as pair: $150.00 These Conti SSRs are for the Countryman MINI.
• For your R56 2007-2010 MCS TSW Lowering Springs: $100.00 will lower
your R56 approx. ½ inch front and rear. I changed out to Swift R56 springs to
bring my MINI lower with the new Koni shocks. You can use these with MINI
shocks or upgrade. Ride was better than sport suspension with a modest drop.

Sales are local to Denver FR area only Ft Collins to Colorado Springs. We can talk
shipping but you pay the shipping and cost of packageing.
Call on either item, 3-726-0440 or send me email. -- :) Don

For
Sale

I have some extra Eyeshades that I would like to offer to MINI5280 club members at a
discount. These normally sell for $155 each, but I'd like for you to make me an offer if
you see one that would suit your MINI. This only applies to the 6 you see listed above.
These were extras that are products of no-shows and the like, but I'd like to find them
some MINI homes. Normally, these sunshades are available through custom order, but
these are all pre-made and ready for drop off or shipment now! Each shade also comes
with a handy storage bag for when the shades aren't in use.
The first, top left shade fits all years of the Countryman.
The remaining 5 shades will fit perfectly in all years of:
MINI Cooper Hardtop, MINI Convertible, and MINI Clubman.
Please note: The last 5 listed will not fit in the Classic Mini, Countryman, Coupe, or
Roadster.
You can contact me at: info@artisticreflection.com
Find out more about Eyeshades and what they are at ArtisticReflection.com

For
Sale

R53 performance items for sale: New - never mounted Defenders of
Speed (DoS) Air to Air Intercooler & No Oil Air Filter, plus 4

Konig 17" featherlight wheels with 50% used Nito1 205/60 ZR17
NTNT1 race tires (should have tread enough for 3 - 5 races left).
Contact me if interested 719-338-5901
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