
 

  August 2013 
 

MINI Greetings, MINI5280!    

It's August and you know what that means! Minis in the 
Mountains!  
I'm looking forward to see everyone up in Avon! 
  
This newsletter is perhaps a little smaller than usual, but it's still 
packed full of good reads. We have some new club members 
telling us about themselves and accounts of previous MINI 
outings.  
  
Don't forget to send in your stories and pictures if you want them 
to appear in the next newsletter! 
 
Happy Motoring, 
 

Kristan (Dittin) Yadao 

MINI5280 Secretary 
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President's Message 
  
MINI5280 President's Message August 2013 

  

It has been a hot summer, but motoring in our MINIs in the Mountains make 

the days so much fun!  These last couple weeks of July have been wet, but we 

do have some great mornings and early evenings. 

 

We have had a few gatherings, a breakfast meeting at Old Santa Fe Mexican Grill in 

Louisville, CO,  a short stop along the way to visit Green Eyed Motors, GEM's grand 

opening, then a ride where I got lost and I was the leader (moral: Don't let Don lead)! :) 

 

In August we have MITM,  good counts for the event, I hope to see many of you August 7-

11, in Avon, Colorado.  After the event we will put out a survey and see how the guests felt 

about MITM-2013, The Town of Avon, the Christie Lodge and our events up in Beaver 

Creek Resort. 

  

There will not be a club meeting this month, but I am sure someone will organize a MINI 

drive! 

 

I do hope to see a few folks over at the Cars & Coffee in Lafayette August 3, Saturday, 

around 8 AM. 95th and Arapahoe by the Cigar Store! 
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As I am in the final months of being the MINI5280 Club President, I want to thank our club 

members for supporting me, the other club officers and all of our events, it has been a 

pleasure with a few bumps on the road. 

 

With that said,  I am going to ask MINI5280 members to be thinking about who you want to 

run this club over the next two years, 2014-2015.  Please send your nominations to me 

at president@mini5280.org.  Nominations can be sent by interested parties for themselves 

and by people who want to nominate someone to be an officer of the club.  Please be sure to 

talk with the person before you nominate them, it is only a common courtesy and the right 

thing to do. 

 

Taking nominations for President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer of MINI5280.org 

2014-2015, 2 year terms.  

  

Nominations will be from August 1, 2013 until August 30, 2013.  We will hold a private 

ballot, voting by the members only of MINI5280 by invitation via a Constant Contact email 

to a private voting website.  We will be working on how this mechanism will be implemented 

for voting.  Watch for announcements on the MINI5280 forum areas on NAM, M/A and 

MINI5280 Facebook. The voting will occur the last week of September, one week only and 

close for voting on September 30, 2013. 

 

Once nominees are announced, open campaigning is encouraged on the forums.  Let people 

know who you are and why you are running for a particular office. 

  

New officers for MINI5280 will be announced on October 16, 2013, so we can begin training 

in November and December of 2013 for a hand-off of responsibility for the club on January 

2, 2014. 

 

These are volunteer positions, some will consume a little and/or lot of your personal time!  

Please make sure you have the time and the desire to commit your energy and time, you will 

benefit, the MINI5280 Club benefits and the MINI5280 Club members and friends of the 

Club benefit. 

 

Don - El Prez! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Meet New Members Bil l  & Sherry Sonterre 
   

 
Your Name: Bill & Sherry Sonterre 
MINI Model: 2006 Hatchback S 
Your MINI's Name:  Jammie after Jameson Whisky 
Date of Purchase:  Feb. 2013 
Dealer of Purchase: Front Range Honda Colorado Springs 
Mods/Color: British Racing Green with white stripes and white top 
Spouse -Sherry, Pets: Westie, West Highlands White Terrier, Named Dewey 
Employer/Type of Business: Retired building Inspector 
Your Location: Castle Rock 
Hobbies: HO Model Trains and our Harley Davidson 
My History with the MINI: None  
Favorite MINI Memory: "The Italian Job" 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Meet New Member Lisa Shelton 

  
Your Name: Lisa Shelton 
MINI Model: 2013 MINI Cooper S Clubman 
Your MINI's Name: Zippy 
Date of Purchase: May, 2013 
Dealer of Purchase: Ralph Schomp 
Mods/Color: White Silver 
Spouse/Kids/Pets: 4.5 year old daughter, Annabelle 
Employer/Type of Business: Craig Hospital-Magnet Program/Project Coordinator- Spinal Cord 
Injury RN 
Your Location: Littleton 
Hobbies: MINIs, knitting, ex-gymnast 
Favorite TV Shows: Big Bang Theory 
Goal You Would Like to Achieve This Year: Drive at my first MINI event 
My History with the MINI: Always wanted one since I watched The Italian Job movie. Finally got 
one! 
Favorite MINI Memory: Twisties with Chris Chappell in his MINI, Minerva 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Meet New Member John Fitzgerald (Fi tz) 

  
Your Name: John Fitzgerald (everyone calls me "Fitz") 
MINI Model: 2012 MINI Countryman S All4 
Your MINI's Name: Keira 
Date of Purchase: March 2012 
Dealer of Purchase: Mini of Loveland 
Mods/Color: Light White with Black Roof/Mirrors 
Air Intake, Exhaust manifold, downpipe, full exhaust, H&R performance/lowering springs, front strut 
bar, rear sway bar, torque arm insert, turbo heat shield, short shifter, LED light swap, black-line 
side marker indicators, JCW front lip, and much more to come... 
Spouse/Kids/Pets: Future wife, Erica. Pomeranian/Corgy mix, Nigel. New black lab puppy, Nike.  
Employer/Type of Business: OtterBox, protective products for handheld technology 
Your Location: Fort Collins 
Hobbies: Cars, design, architecture, sports, music creation, photography, shoes 
Favorite TV Shows: Seinfeld, Top Gear, Modern Family 
Goal You Would Like to Achieve This Year: Go to my first official MINI event (going to MITM). 
Meet fellow MINI owners in the CO, especially Fort Collins, area. 
My History with the MINI: First MINI! Love it. Bought because I wanted something 
different/unique, something you don't see a lot of on the road (although they're definitely gaining 
popularity!), but something that I could also customize and tinker with, make my own.  
Favorite MINI Memory: Roadtrip back to Kansas City (hometown) where I unofficially autocrossed 
my MINI around a community college parking lot (don't worry, it was closed for Thanksgiving 
break). The lot and connecting roads are set up much like a race track with straights, a variety of 
turns and elevation changes. Really fun driving! Got to test out all the upgrades :) Looking forward 
to making many more memories at future MINI events.   
  



Meet New Member Jason Buster 

  
Your Name: Jason Buster 
MINI Model: 2013 GP # 0314 (or Pi) 
Your MINI's Name: (I don't name my cars.  dunno why, but never have.  I have my Volvo, 
Mustang, and Mini) 
Date of Purchase: 5/25/13 
Dealer of Purchase: Ralph Schomp Mini 
Mods/Color: GP 
Spouse/Kids/Pets: None of the above 
Employer/Type of Business: I'm a Linux Admin for ReadyTalk, a small web conferencing 
company in Denver. 
Your Location: Golden, CO 
Hobbies: I like to go camping and fishing, play on computers and with micro-electronics, referee 
ice hockey, and drive through the Colorado mountains in my Mini and with my camera. 
My History with the MINI: This is my first Mini. 

Want your MINI to be featured in the Newsletter? 

    
Is your MINI wanting a chance in the spotlight? Show it off! 

 
Send over a few pictures of you and/or your MINI along with a description to secretary@mini5280.org & they 
will show up in the following month's newsletter! If you'd like a survey to fill out, just ask! One will be sent 
your way! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Longmont Cruise Night - Recap 
Story by Joyce Gustafson (Teena Craighill's sister) 
Photos by Joyce Gustafson and Teena Craighill 

  
  
"No Cruising" are the signs posted along Main St in Longmont. But last night, those signs 
were tested as the MINIs took to the streets, LOUD and PROUD. First as spectators, 
cheering the powerful muscle cars, gleaming sports cars, dazzling low riders and gleaming 
hot rods and then as participants, joining  the streets with the maze of headlights that could 
be seen for miles.  



 
When it was our time to shine, we lined up, side by side and headed out on OUR cruise. And 
what fun it was to be a passenger in my Sister's MINI (Rudebox) and hear the cheers and 
claps as we drove by.   "We love you" and "Look it's MINIs" and "Way Cool" were some of 
the comments I heard in the crowd along with the "thumbs up" sign.  

  



What a huge sense of pride I felt; even made me sit a little higher in my seat. Felt like one of 
those bobble heads as I looked from one side of the street to the other and met nods with 
smiles. What an honor it was and what fun to be with a group of folks who love and take 
pride in their MINIs. They might be small but their ROARs were heard loud and clear last 
night. Can't wait till the next event!!!! 
 
 

Chip Magic 
Story by Teena Craighill/RUDEBOX 
Photos by Teena Craighill/RUDEBOX 
  
  
"I knew I was obsessed with my MINI but the real test came when I had to part with it for 
almost 5 weeks! RUDEBOX had some plastic surgery done. After 6 years of rock chips, the 
bonnet was in bad shape and I had a fresh scratch down the right rear panel. 
  
"Chip Magic Auto Body and Custom Paint" in Littleton (a few blocks from Schomp MINI) did 
the work. The original bonnet paint, the carbon fiber stripes and the 3m clear bra was 
stripped/removed and all were replaced. This time, instead of another 3m clear bra, I opted 
for their spray-on clear bra. It's a technology that Chip Magic has developed - they do not 
sell or distribute it to any other shops. They spray it on over the paint for seamless 
protection. 

 
I was worried about them matching up my Chili Red paint...but they satisfied greatly. They 
also replaced the chrome headlight rings and chrome grill and polished the headlights and 
the scratch on the rear. RUDEBOX looks brand spankin' new! 



 
They did an excellent job and if you're interested in repainting, repairs or their spray-on 
clear bra, I'd highly recommend contacting them. They can paint just about anything....I had 
them repaint a bulldog statue with the same color of Chili Red they used on my MINI." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Breakfast Meeting - Recap 
Story by Rich and Teena Craighill 
Photos by Don Suiter 
  
  
Breakfast Meeting - Saturday, July 13 
We lost count how many MINIs (16 - 20?) showed up for the breakfast meeting at Old Santa 
Fe Mexican Grill in Louisville . We do remember the yummy food that OSF served and they 
even opened their doors earlier for MINI5280! 

 
After a delicious breakfast and short club meeting, we motored over to Green Eyed Motor's 
grand opening in Boulder . As you may have heard, they assisted one of our club member's 
at High Plains Raceway and as a thank-you we promised to come by with our MINIs. "Green 
Eyed Motors" is located on 55th and Valmont in Boulder . Not only do they sell fuel efficient 
vehicles, they work with other "green" companies and operate an environmentally-friendly 
green building. They have a large service area, a "coffee house"  and at the time we came 
by, there was a yoga class going on outside! Don't know if that's something "normal" that 
goes on there but hey - aren't we into the whole "not normal" thing, anyway? 



 
After a quick visit to their grand opening, we headed on to our final destination with the 
Green Eyed Motor's R56 tagging along - Wondervu Café via Peak to Peak highway. We 
made a few wrong turns, had to find a few MINIs that got separated from the pack but 
overall, it was fun...almost a taste of what Yalla Yalla could be like.  

 
Unfortunately, our wonderful drive was cut short as we were caught in a heavy rain 
storm...all the way to the café. At the café, some stayed for a late afternoon bite-to-eat or 
drink and some called it a day and headed out. 
More photos from the day can be seen here. 
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