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Another year down, welcome 2015!
I hope everyone had a fantastic holiday season! It was great
seeing many of your smiling faces at the Holiday Jubilee.
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President's Message

Happy New Year my MINIons!
I am hoping that everyone has had a Happy New Year and were Not Normal. I believe
we all had an eventful and MINI year. We all enjoyed lots of runs, events and merriment (a great Holiday
Jubilee).
Here is a link to a Year in Review that is about an hour and 20 minutes long http://youtu.be/tChCw7aLKK4
I hope all will enjoy all that we have for the New Year in 2015, and say goodby to a great 2014. Look for
updates for MINIs In The Mountains at our FB page or http://www.MINIsInTheMountains.com. Also talk
it up over at the MINI5280 Conversations FB page or remember that there are forums out there from NAM
or MA. Keep coming up with great ideas for Runs/Rides at the MINI5280 Club Drives FB page or the
forums. And if you are new, send your profile to our secretary.
Lastly I want to thank all of my officers for everything you have helped me accomplish this year! You are
truly an awesome crew!
I look forward to this New Year, as I hope all of you are.
Thank you again,
Mr. President, MINI5280
Rich C.

Brian's Bulletin
New Monthly maintenance article/column

Why does my TPM (Tire Pressure Monitor) light come on?

There's no shortage of automotive questions from my clients and in my 15 years as a technician there
are many questions that are frequently asked. One question that comes up, especially during this cold
time of year is, "Why does my TPM light randomly come on?", and to answer this it helps to understand
how tire pressure monitoring systems work.
Most people understand the importance of ideal tire pressure. (A little tidbit: the MINI recommended tire
pressure is found on a sticker inside the driver's side door jamb. Generally speaking, MINI tire pressure
is typically between 32-36 PSI for both the front and rear tires, but those numbers can vary depending
on the model that you drive.) Basic knowledge of the effects of mismanaged pressure includes
increased tire wear, decreased fuel efficiency, and decreased handling response and road feel. For
these reasons, among others, the U.S. Government mandated not too long ago that all vehicles sold in
the states have Tire Pressure Monitoring (TPM) systems. MINIs do this with one of two methods:
-the indirect monitoring system which uses the Anti-Lock Brake System's (ABS) wheel speed sensors to
monitor the tire pressure.
-the direct monitoring system which uses pressure sensors mounted inside the wheels to measure
pressure and temperature.
The indirect system measures and stores the circumference of the tire while driving. If air pressure is lost
the circumference of the tire will decrease and this decrease in circumference will be detected by the
wheel speed sensor causing the TPM light to come on. This most likely indicates that at least one tire
has a possible leak and that the tires and wheels will need to be inspected. One downfall with this
system is if all of the tires are deflating equally, which can average as much a one PSI per month, the
TPM light will never come on and the driver will never know that the tire pressure is getting critically low.
This emphasizes the importance of frequent tire pressure checks. For the most part, though, this system
is very accurate and trouble-free, and as a technician I have no problems with it. In addition to that, you'll
be happy to know that repair costs are kept low as it uses technology already being used by the car
since less components involved means a smaller chance of something breaking.
Now for the direct monitoring system, which is awesome because it measures the temperature as well
as the pressure inside the tires. What makes this a great feature is because of the information you get
from a temperature reading: when the temperature of the tire increases the pressure will also increase.
Conversely, if the temperature drops so does the pressure. The sensor in the wheel sends the
information to a receiver then relays the information to the TPM control module and causes the light to
come on. On this system the TPM light will come on if the pressure drops more than two PSI from the
time that the system was last initialized. Just like the indirect system, when this light comes on the
wheels and tires should be inspected for leaks and the system should be reset. (An added note: the
average life of the battery for this sensor is 5-7 years, so you should expect to replace those sensors
within that timeframe.)
Going back to answering why the TPM light comes on in the first place: both systems detect a loss of
pressure and need to be checked. The reason why this happens more frequently in the winter months is

because the colder temperatures cause a loss in pressure because as things get cold they condense. If
all the tires are equally low then it's most likely that it was just the natural deflation of the tires and all that
will need to be done is to adjust the tire pressure and reset the TPM system. If one tire is considerably
lower than the others then it's most likely that there is a puncture in the tire. The location of the puncture
will determine whether the tire can be repaired or will need replacing. However, if after that the TPM light
stays on, most likely you have an issue with the TPM system that will need to be diagnosed. I find that
initializing the system is important to perform every time the tire pressure is checked, even if it measures
at prime level, as it seems to help the TPM systems with accuracy and helping to prevent any premature
warning lights.
At my shop I am more than happy to check your tire pressure. No matter which system you have it's
important to take the TPM light seriously. I understand the inconvenience of having to check, adjust and
reinitialize your own tire pressure. That's why, regardless of what work is performed, every MINI I work
on leaves my stall with the tire pressure properly set, the TPM system reset and fluids topped off. I want
you to enjoy your MINI rather than worrying about random warning lights.
Since my contribution to the newsletter is a new venture, I'll be working out the kinks regarding how to
best reply and which topics to submit for publication each month as we go along. So, if you have any
questions that you would like answered from a guy who loves your MINI as much as, if not more than
you do, please feel free to email me!
Happy Motoring!
Brian Peterman
BMW/MINI Master Technician
Shop Foreman at Avalon Motorsports
Msportdoctor@gmail.com

ps: the article/column title is compliments of my husband (Jeremy Nelson)...someone please come up with a better title!
~Stephanie

Minis in the Mountains 2015
.

MINIs IN THE MOUNTAINS TEN

August 5-9, 2015 is taking shape quickly!!!

Lodging is now open and you can find details about it Here.
We will be at The Holiday Inn Express (Previously known as The Wildwood)
located in Snowmass Village this year. www.wildwoodsnowmass.com

Lots of new things are brewing in the mix for MINIs in the Mountains this year. First and foremost of
these, we have new links for lodging options. The Wildwood hotel that is the host hotel for MITM
Ten, has a new management company running it, and is now part of the Holiday Inn Express family, if
you had a registration under the old link, it is still valid, but if you are registering from here out, please
use http://tinyurl.com/2015mitm to do so at the hotel. There is zero reservation deposit, and you can
cancel all the way up to the day of the event with no penalty, so please register early to help us better
plan the overall event. Plus, there is going to be another event at Snowmass as the same time we are
there, which may eat up leftover rooms if we fill our room block to late. So register ASAP and we can
expand our block and ensure everyone stays at the same location!
For those wishing to 'upgrade' to a higher quality room (more expensive), the Westin Snowmass has
also set aside a small block of rooms at a discounted group rate. The Westin is directly across the lane
from the Holiday Inn (Wildwood), so you will still be very close to the action. To register for the
Westin, please use: http://tinyurl.com/mitmwestin
Snowmass Village in conjunction with Club leadership, has reserved a well-known classic rock band to
play the Thursday Concert. While I can't divulge who that is at this time for contractual reasons, I can
announce that we are being granted a number of backstage passes for the show. We will be raffling off
7 pairs of passes to the first 150 event registrations. Registration for MITM will open Feb 1, so
bookmark www.minisinthemountains.com now if you haven't already and be prepared to register early!
As always, we are working very hard to bring new and returning vendors and sponsors back to the
event. We still do not have an official Vendor Relations person on the committee, and several folks
have been part timing it in between their other responsibilities. If you would like to step into that role,
please email me at 2015@minisinthemountains.com and we will talk. If you have ideas for either
vendors or sponsors and would like to suggest them, please email me any info you may have and I will
chase them down myself. At this time, we have two confirmed vendors,
www.artisticreflection.com for all your vinyl/grille badge/sticker needs, and Pat's Handbags, which
makes MINI themed purses and bags.

Our Volunteer roster is starting to take shape, if you are interested in volunteering for MITM, please
send an email to volunteers@minisinthemountains.com to get on the list. We will be doing a special
(more special than normal) shirt for all staff this year in celebration of the tenth rendition of MITM!
I hope to be able to finalize an announcement of a new activity never before offered at any MITM
event in the past soon. We are currently speaking with sponsors and the location to nail down costs.
Look for updates on our Facebook page and website for that announcement.
Our next planning meeting is on Jan 17th, in Castle Rock. We will be meeting
at www.rockyardbrewing.com at noon, and have a ton to discuss if you'd like to attend.
So, once again, MITM TEN will be held in Snowmass Village, CO (just around the corner from Aspen,
CO) August 5-9th 2015. Please register early for both the event and hotel!
Jeremy Nelson ( Precious )
MITM 2015 Co-Chairman

December 7th Drive
By: Chris Chappell
December 7 Drive
From Sonic our often starting spot
a dozen MINIS in the lot.
Up deer creek trail through Evergreen
beautiful flora and fauna in-between.
Motoring along over Squaw pass,
Jamie in the lead, the rest on the gas!
Idaho Springs for a break and repast,
we enjoyed the day, my 50th last ;)
See you again, on the roads and byways,
in twenty-fifteen (2015) and new MINI days.
Chris

Photos by: Rhonda Johnson and Heather Heick

Mini of Loveland Lights-Capade
December 16, 2014
Thirty MINIs descended upon Loveland for MINI of Loveland's 4th annual Lights-Capades. There
were many very creative and festive minis. There were snowflakes, polar bears, bows, chimneys,
and snowmen in places not usually seen. Mini of Loveland was an amazing host and handed out
Santa hats with the MINI logo and MINI OF LOVELAND embroidered on them. We all had pizza
and an assortment of Christmas desserts to choose from. Once our MINIs were all fully
decorated, we lined up for some pictures. As we left MOL, it started snowing! How perfect to be
driving our decorated MINIs, looking at beautiful Christmas lights while it was trying to snow! After
an awesome route with elaborate displays, we arrived at the Centerra Shopping Center where we
received an unexpected gift bag from MOL. Inside our bags were gift cards for $50 to the
shopping center. We were also told one drink was on MOL at Rock Bottom Brewery. The prizes
were given out for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place and we were off to shop and have a very MINI
Christmas thanks to MOL!
1st place: (Winner not remembered, if you know who won let me know!!)
2nd place: Jim Taylor
3rd place: Rhonda Johnson

December 28th Drive
After Christmas Drive
'Twas a sunny morning, light shining through, for a Starbuck's treat, MINI rendezvous.
We gathered all, frosty and cold for a jaunty drive, snowy roads no hold.
Sedalia, Palmer Lake, Castle Rock we trekked, MINI's dirty and smudged -(hehe) nobody
wrecked.
Our last drive of the year, 25 we sped,
Gus at the helm, beauty and scenes, eyes fed.
A great year to be sure,
5280 crew & roads that allure.
From CA to MA if you so dared, time in the saddle we all shared.
So be happy and healthy my MINI brethren, we'll do it again, on the road there is no end.
Happy New Year,
Chris & Lisa

Photos by: Rhonda Johnson

Want your MINI to be featured in the Newsletter?

Is your MINI wanting a chance in the spotlight? Show it off!
Send over a few pictures of you and/or your MINI along with a description to secretary@mini5280.org & they will
show up in the following month's newsletter! If you'd like a survey to fill out, just ask! One will be sent your way!

Welcome Seger!

Name: Mike Hillier
MINI make: 2014 Countryman S
Purchased in August 2014

I've wanted a modern MINI's since I first saw one in 2001 and flew from Fairbanks, Alaska to
Phoenix to take a test drive! However my dream of owning one wouldn't be realized until August
2014. Seger, a 2014 Countryman All4 S, joined the family after I went to Schomp to see how
much they would give me for my trade in. After the paper work was final I asked him what his
name was and turned on the radio, Bob Seger's Night Moves was the first song that played and
that was that.
I became aware of Mini5280 at Motortober when Caroline gave me a card and after the rally I
was hooked! The twisting turns, engine RPMs swinging up & down and smell of hot metal were
exactly what I had been hoping for.
In a previous life I was a Air Force Master Sergeant, after 20 years of repairing radios and 4
more training Cadets at the Air Force Academy I decided that was all the fun I could stand. Trivia
fact, to work at USAFA I had to graduate the Drill Sergeant course, so if you have anybody you
need marched around....
To pay the bills I work for the City of Lakewood as a Radio Communications Technician repairing
the radio system used by the City, West Metro FD and the City of Wheat Ridge for public safety.
The 40 outdoor warning sirens used by the two cities are also my responsibility. If you live in
Lakewood you may of heard my voice saying "This is a test!"
Mod wise, I'm hoping to install brighter Daytime Running Lights, front strut rod and rear sway bar.
Seger's plenty fast enough for my level of comfort but I'd like to improve the handling. I'm
currently gathering the items needed to modify how the features in the MINI behave, my wife just
said "You'll break the car!" so I'm proceeding slowly!

Welcome Fenton!

1. Your name: Diana Peterman
2. MINI model: 2010 Clubman S Rally Edition
3. Your MINI's name: Fenton Wrigglesworth. I knew he was a boy and I needed something with
a wee bit of a British ring. The inspiration for his name comes from a Youtube video that has
brought me endless moments of laughter titled "JESUS CHRIST IN RICHMOND PARK:
ORIGINAL UPLOAD". He's black, fast and a troublemaker. It'll make you giggle, too.
4. Date of Purchase: June 27, 2014
5. Dealer of Purchase: Weisco Motorcars
6. Color/Mods/: Midnight Black Metallic/ Green radioactive valve stem caps, Cravenspeed
Shorty antenna. It's not much yet, but we're slowly working on a short list. Since he's a

7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

limited edition (only 70 of them made and shipped to the US), I struggle with how much of
his natural integrity to modify.
Spouse/Kids/Pets: Yes/No/Yes
Employer/Type of Business: Nanny/Photographer
Location: Denver
Hobbies: Genealogy, Geocaching, Crochet
My History with MINI: Fenton is my first!
Favorite MINI memory: The first moment in which I truly felt a kinship happened just five
weeks after I bought Mr. Wrigglesworth. Though there'd been a recent Club Drive up to Mt
Evans I still wanted to make a gig of it since my sister and her husband were visiting and
had never been (neither had Fenton). Nobody had come to the rendezvous point in Idaho
Springs, so the four of us buzzed up the mountain...behind a minivan. I had a secret bit of
heartache from putting together a plan and there not being anyone who was interested, but
a little MINI joy came when I saw an adorable blue Clubman at the summit. We were happy
to take in the view and head back down out of the cold, thin air, then as we headed out of
the overcrowded parking lot I caught eyes with the other MINI who was also making her way
out. That eye contact and smile alone made me feel as if we knew each other. We shared a
just few tidings of acknowledgement before realizing the traffic jam we were causing and
met up again for small conversation in the parking lot of the Echo Lake Lodge. It turned out
that Cambria got caught in traffic and had to circumnavigate I-70, thereby missing the
meeting time; but that Scott and Molly Rains made it and that we made contact was
incredibly meaningful to me and from that was forged a friendship.

Upcoming MINI5280 Events
January 17, 2015 @ 12pm MITM Committee meeting.
We will meet up at Rockyard
American Grill and Brewing Company located in Castle Rock. Web site www.rockyard.com.
We have lots to do so please try to make it and be ready to discuss your team. The big things
we need to finalize are the registration fees, Vendor fee, and get our draft schedule put
together. Also, please obtain any deadlines we have such as T-shirt, badge, award orders,
reservations, etc. This will help us plan our timelines. See you there. Thanks, Ray

Upcoming Non-MINI5280 Events
Mini Rush-More Trip May 23-25th, 2015 - More info Here Presented by MiniCOW
AMVIV 11 (A Mini Vacation in Vegas) May 28-31st, 2015 - More info here. http://www.amviv.com/

Upcoming Non-MINI5280 Events
The 2015 Woodrow Wilson Academy Book Fair and Cruise-In is coming soon. We would love to have you join us
this year on Saturday, April 4 from 10 am to 2 pm! Cars, trucks, vans, and motorcycles are welcome.
There is no registration or entry fee. It is simply a fun way for you and other participants to meet, show
off your vehicles or motorcycles, enjoy food, and have fun together!
The car show runs simultaneously with a book fair and vendor fair where local businesses are promoted.
You are welcome inside the school where these events are taking place.
On the day of the car show, participants may arrive at 9:30 am. Coffee and donuts will be provided. You
are also welcome to join us for lunch in our gymnasium where we are hosting the 3rd Annual WWA Chili
Cook-Off. The donuts and the chili are free, but free-will donations will be graciously accepted.
Donations go toward supporting WWA's literacy program. New books will be purchased for each
classroom.
Simply fill out and send in the attached registration form. Please duplicate or forward the registration
form and share it with others who might like to participate. If you or others would like to register online,
you may do so at http://www.123contactform.com/form-1219102/Event-Registration-Form
Also, a chili cook-off registration form has been attached for you or for someone you know who would
like to submit their best chili. Email secretary@mini5280.org to get the chili cook-off form or registration
form sent to you in an email format.
So bring the whole family and invite your friends. We're looking forward to seeing you!
Sincerely,
Christie Scott
Cruise-In Coordinator
Woodrow Wilson Academy
8300 W. 94th Avenue
Westminster, CO 80021
303-431-3694, ext. 142
www.wwacademy.org

Motor On!
We happily welcome articles and pictures! If you'd like to submit a story, photo, event, ride, or
anything else MINI to an upcoming newsletter, please send an email to secretary@mini5280.org.

Company Ads

Each issue of MC2 Magazine features news and
information on current model and classic Minis, their
owners, coverage of major Mini & MINI events, Mini
history and heritage, technical articles and how-to
information, product tests, profiles of MINI-related
businesses, car features, and more!
If it concerns Minis, MC2 -- The Independent
American MINI Magazine for ALL Mini & MINI owners
around the world -- has it handled!
MC2's app and e-zine is available in the Apple
Newsstand. Click here!
Price for 6 issues, 6x yearly is $24.95. MC2 also has a
general store with T-shirts, mugs, GoBadges, and their
exclusive oil catch can.
Thoughts? Input?...
MC2magazine.com
Barry at MC2
360/ 698-7926 Seattle

Dear Mini enthusiast,
We are pleased to announce that work on the third issue of love:mini magazine is well underway and should
be published in the coming weeks. After an 18 month break due to personal reasons, things are back on
track and I'm confident that together we can produce the best community magazine for Mini owners.
We already have a number of plans to help us produce a dynamic and fresh reading product for Mini fans all
over the world, but we need you and your Mini friends' help, by contributing and sharing your knowledge and
opinions. If you want to contribute by writing and taking photos for us, please get in touch - there's plenty of
ways to get involved. Likewise, if you have information about an event or product that we're not aware of, or
just want to show off your car and/or club, then drop us a line too.
Changing times - There's going to be some exciting changes to the way we produce love:mini in the future,
and your first port-of-call for all Mini news is our blog - bookmark it now and subscribe to the RSS feed.
Essential Resource - The website will continue to be our timeless one-stop shop for resources and
information. We've already updated the website with this year's club and motorsport events and there will be
lots more useful information appearing in the future. www.love-mini.co.uk
Look forward to hearing from you in 2013.

Named after the faster Alfa Romeo models, and with a pleasing nod to the manufacturer of Velocette
motorcycles, Veloce has a simple philosophy. It is our mission to provide books of the highest quality in
terms of content, accuracy, presentation, subject range and reader satisfaction to discerning automotive
enthusiasts around the world.
Our books may not be the cheapest, but to adapt a famous Rolls-Royce slogan 'the quality remains long
after the price is forgotten ...'. We aim to cover all aspects of the automotive world from an international
perspective, including history, biography, reference, motorsport, repair, maintenance, car building and
restoration, and we're not afraid to publish minority interest books which we think will find a big enough
audience to make them viable.

Rod Grainger, Publisher
(Member Guild of Motoring Writers)
www.veloce.co.uk

MINI5280 Member Discounts

Save

MINI Motoring Graphics has extended MINI5280 members a 10% discount on all purchases.
Just use the code MINI5280 at checkout or mention MINI5280 when you place your order by
phone. www.minimotoringgraphics.com

10%
Save
10%
Save
10%

MINI5280 members save 10% on premium carbon fiber parts and accessories made exclusively
for MINI Coopers. These guys also give a percentage back to the club when you order! Visit
them at www.carbonmini.com

Mini Mania is offering our club a discount on all orders. Just use code 5280MINI at checkout,
good for 10% on all orders except sale items.
Their website: www.minimania.com

GoBadges is giving MINI5280 members a 10% discount on items in their online store. Just
use code 5280 when placing your order. Check them out here: www.gobadges.com

Save
10%

GoBadges can be reached via email: contact@GoBadges.com

Artistic Reflection is offering MINI5280 members a discount toward custom Eyeshades, stickers, decals,
and badges. Eyeshades are folding sunshades with eyes and are made from scratch each time to fit your
MINI, designed to your color and expression specifications.
10% off code: IMWITH5280

Save 10%

Email: info@artisticreflection.com
Shop: www.artisticreflection.com

Represent MINI5280! The club's shop contains tshirts, hoodies, magnets, stickers, wallets, coffee mugs and lots
more, all bearing the MINI5280 club logos. Many items are available in multiple styles and colors.
Club store website: www.cafepress.com/mini5280

Only $1
Above Cost!
Getting in an accident is stressful enough. Looking for the right place to have your Mini repaired shouldn't be. At
Rallye Coach Works, our goal is to provide you with the best service from the moment you walk in the door.
Whether it's repairing a couple of dings, a fender bender or major collision repair after a serious accident, we'll
take care of your car as if it were our own. We also promise that you and your insurance company are kept in the
loop every step of the way. No stress. No Hassles. No Kidding. That's our promise. We're a Ralph Schomp
approved vendor and MIMI 5280 members get a free Mini detail with $1000.00 or more of bodywork. Call us at
303-761-4401. Visit our website at www.rallyecoachworks.com

MINI5280 Member Classifieds

(To list your MINI parts for sale, email secretary@MINI5280.org)

For
Sale

List your MINI item/s for sale here! Just send an email to secretary@mini5280.org with a
description and photo of what you're selling and it will appear right here!

