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President's Message

Hello my MINIons,

Welcome to March, not sure what it will entail as far as snowy weather, but February
went out with a huge bang in the front range, but not as big as expected. We were able to get our Sweetheart
fix in for Valentines Day and I think all ended up with a cavity or 2 from that Sweet Run. Jamie has already
gotten the Icicle Rally under our belts, and several more to come, so keep an eye peeled to the FB Club
Drives Event calendar. We had some really warm days last month so I hope MINIacs enjoyed those days
and got out and did some runs. We should have the new Pizza Pals cards soon for those wanting to pick up
the next set, keep an ear peeled from me on that. We have some more planning for MITM coming up, and
really need volunteers, so contact Kevin at volunteers@MINIsInTheMountains.com. Also remember that a
hotel reservation does not get you an event registration and vice versa, so if you do not have both, sync
them up. Sorry this is short, but last month was only 28 days!
Remember to always be Not Normal and Be MINI!
Mr. President, MINI5280
Rich C.

Minis in the Mountains 2015

MINIs IN THE MOUNTAINS TEN

Update:
We have expanded the room blocks at both the Westin and the Holiday Inn Express again! Good
job registering early, but don't hesitate if you are still on the fence. We have negotiated free
breakfast for all attendees that reserve rooms at either of the two host hotels. Sadly, this perk is
unavailable to those who seek lodging at outside locations.
For our vendors and sponsors, a little heads up that we are expecting an extra 3,000 to 4,000
people on Thursday for the FIREFALL concert, and our vendor area will be directly adjacent to
the stage. Not only will you have nearly front row seats in your booths, but you'll have
the opportunity to entice the crowd to stop by your tables and spend, spend, spend! Snowmass
is also expecting a significant presence from the RAGNAR event which will begin arriving at the
resort Friday night. By the time it's in full swing Saturday morning, they expect between 5,0008,000 extra folks to be walking around. All these folks will take up every spare room not secured
in the resort, and will also be roaming around our vendor village. So come prepared!
We might shake things up a little this year for the Group Photo, look for a poll soon via email, so
you can chime in on the process.
The MINI of Loveland Track Day still has plenty of room, don't worry if you don't have any
experience, we will be grouping based on that. Come out for an extremely cheap, but fulfilling
day at the Aspen Motorsports Park, formerly Woody Creek.
We have reserved three complete lots to provide parking for our event, this is a LARGE chunk of
prime real estate located directly adjacent to the Holiday Inn Express, and the mall entrance. To
clarify concerns that some are having, the parking fee listed on the hotel's websites reflect VALET
parking. Event parking is free!
We are finalizing arrangements for the annual Brew Swap on Wednesday night, and the Wine
and Cheese Social on Thursday afternoon before the Concert.

A new location means new drives, and the great mountain roads and scenery in the area
will definitely not disappoint! Come get your twisty on with like minded people in Colorado this
fall!
Plenty of good stuff still in the works, stay tuned for more updates next month, same bat time,
same bat channel!
We hope to see you all in Snowmass Village, August 5-9th for the best MINIs in the Mountains
yet!

Jeremy Nelson

HELP WANTED! MINIons, we are looking for some help. Don't worry it is not hard labor and it does not
take up much time. It just takes about 5 minutes and a few clicks. If you are already planning or just
thinking about going to Minis In The Mountains 10 we need you to make your reservation now.
Registration will start soon but we want to reserve as many hotel rooms as early as possible. We
already have a blocks of rooms at the hotels but we want to get them reserved early so they will
increase our block. There are a number of other events going on and we want to make sure everyone
has the opportunity to get a room in the sponsor hotels. We want to fill the parking lot of our hotels with
Minis. It is always more fun and convenient if we are together. Once we fill up our blocked rooms early
they will add rooms to our block at our group price. Even if you decide not to go (I am not sure why) you
can cancel with no charge. The key is to get your rooms early and this will help all the attendees of
MITM 10. So tell your Mini friends, neighbors and out of state'rs that we have a job to do.
Hotel links
Holiday Inn Express (Wildwood) http://tinyurl.com/2015mitm
Westin http://tinyurl.com/mitmwestin
MITM Site
www.minisinthemountains.com
There that was not hard. Was it. We just want to make sure that you have your rooms in the MITM
hotels so you can enjoy the great events we have planned for MITM 10 (5-9 Aug 15).
Thanks,
Kevin Bleicher

MITM 10 Planning Committee
The next MITM 10 planning committee meeting is set for 21 March at 1pm. Chris Chappell has
graciously offered up his home to have our next meeting. this will be a little different venue. Enjoy
you lunch prior to arriving. We will start the meeting at 1pm and have some light snacks during the
discussion. Please feel free to bring some light munchies for the meeting. The address will be

submitted in your email invite.
We have lots to discuss and decisions to make. We are inching closer to MITM so we need to
finalize some things. Please post any of your committee updates in the Google shared drive that
Kevin set up. this will keep all our information is one central location. I know everyone is busy but
please be sure to make contact with your vendors, contacts, etc so we can provide updates on
costs, suspenses and required dates. Again, thanks for all the work you are doing. See you there.
Ray Gross

Brian's Bulletin
Brian's Bulletin- March 2015

The Check Engine Light (CEL), Malfunction Indicator Light (MIL), Service Engine Soon Light (SES),
Diagnostic Trouble Code (DTC), Mode$06 data (self-run emission test data). However you're familiar
with it it's probably the most dreaded light known to humankind. There are virtually a thousand different
reasons that cause this light to illuminate your dash and can be as much of an annoyance for the
Technician as it is to the owner. Allow me to explain what is going on with this light and what it's is trying
to tell you.
If your car is made after 1996, your car has what is called an OBD2 emission monitoring system (OBD=
On Board Diagnostics, 2 = second generation of these emission standards). OBD3 system is right
around the corner and deserves its own write up. OBD2 is relevant because in 1996 the government
started requiring vehicle manufacturers to install sensors and software that would monitor the emission
systems of a vehicle thereby making the OBD2 what it is. When the CEL comes on it usually means that
there is an emission-related issue such as a misfire (an issue with the combustion process of a
cylinder), running lean (too much air in the combustion process), running rich (too much fuel in the
combustion process) and fuel vapor evaporative system (not letting fuel vapor being released into the
atmosphere). Some vehicles may have more or less emissions systems, but those are the ones that I
most commonly deal with.
What's basically happening is that the vehicle tests itself to see if there is a conflict with any of the
emission related systems and if a system fails a test, the CEL will let you know. Each year after 1996 the
government restrictions on emissions become tighter and tighter thus making the vehicle manufacturers
build more sensitive and accurate emission monitoring systems. With every model year of vehicle that
comes out there are roughly one thousand pages of information and changes about that vehicle's

emission system and as time goes on the information available to the Technician to assist in the
diagnostic process amasses.
Higher-end vehicles, like MINIs, have advanced technologies that monitor systems other than emissions
that will also cause the CEL to light up. Since the light comes on for many reasons other than that of
emissions-related problems this requires more attention to be given during the diagnostic process, a
process that is commonly misunderstood.
When this light comes on it's all too common that an owner will go to a parts store and get their codes
read for free because who doesn't love free stuff? The parts store will typically "diagnose" a problem
with whatever part is in the vague fault description. However, the main drawback with the free engine
code reading is the limitation from using generic code readers that only detect the government required
minimum. Another obstacle associated with the free code reads from the parts store is the Check
Engine Light is on but there are no faults stored according to the code reader. This is because the light
is on for a non-emission related issue such as a communication error with another system in the vehicle
or a system that is controlled by the engine control module, like components of the climate control
system. The frustrated Client will then come to my shop wondering why the light's still on after replacing
the parts store recommended part. The most commonly recommended parts for replacement are the
oxygen sensors. Believe it or not, I do NOT replace a lot of O2 sensors. After reading the faults I usually
get a fuel/air mixture fault in these situations. Sometimes the O2 sensor is doing what is supposed to by
noticing a problem with the amount of emissions or an imbalance in the combustion process in the
exhaust system, but checking the fault memory is only one part on the diagnostic path. The next step is
to locate the cause of the imbalance of the air/fuel mixture in the combustion process. This is where
experience and training comes in to decide what tests need to be performed. There are times when this
list can get pretty long, but this diagnostic process is very important to make sure the correct parts are
getting replaced so that the Client can get back to enjoying their vehicle.
Every once in a while a vehicle comes in for a CEL diagnosis, gets repaired and in a few days returns
because the light has returned. From the Client's perspective, the light came back and they feel that
they paid for an improperly diagnosed and a non-repaired problem. In the Technician's perspective, all
relevant tests were run and the cause of the fault was found and repaired. Sometimes those self-tests
will fail as one failure covers up another causing the light to come back on because the original fault
overshadowed the ability for the other self-tests to perform automatically. I can manually run emission
tests and get a passing grade, but the vehicle's self-testing can still show a failure later down the road. I
wish could tell you why this occurs, but it's been an ongoing issue for years for many manufacturers.
Additionally, it can take several days for the conditions to be right for the vehicle to sense that it needs to
run those emission system tests (e.g. outside temperature, being at a certain RPM for a certain amount
of time, vehicle sitting for a period of time, last fuel up). At that point I would need your car back to see
what test failed and why. This is more typical on a vehicle that has had the light on for awhile, especially
one that has been on for years.
Occasionally I get a vehicle that was just repaired somewhere else and the CEL came back on. This can
make my job more difficult not knowing the whole story, particularly if that repair shop's notes are poor or
if they had poor communication with the Client. I'd like to think most shops make decisions and
recommendations that put the Client's needs first, but I've also corrected many mistakes that have been
brought to me. There are times when a problem is a combination of many different issues and the
diagnosis path is a long process of elimination to find the root cause. The common one that comes to
mind is intermittent engine timing faults. The mechanical timing on most engines, whose system is
controlled both electronically and hydraulically, can be adjusted for better performance at different
engine speeds and for controlling emissions. These faults may be caused by anything from going too
long between engine oil services or using a low quality oil (causing sludge in the engine and blocking oil
passages used to control the camshaft adjustment units), engine wear (causing a lowering of the engine
oil pressure), or an electrical component issue. There have been instances when simply changing the

engine oil more frequently has fixed these timing issues, and that is where I like to start because
changing the engine oil and monitoring for a change is cheaper place to start than dismantling your
engine for inspection.
As you can see, the Check Engine Light can be a more complicated process than most people are
aware of, especially with the advanced technology in your MINI. Be clear with your shop and have
patience for their process to help eliminate any undue stress. It's important that you have a shop and
Technician who you trust and have an honest relationship with, who you know will take the time to have
a proper diagnostic path and has your best interests in mind.
If you have any feedback or questions that you would like answered (and possibly featured in the next
newsletter), please feel free to email me!
Happy Motoring!
Brian Peterman
BMW/MINI Master Technician
Shop Foreman at Avalon Motorsports
Msportdoctor@gmail.com

Valentines Day Run
I'm a new member of the club. I've owned my Mini for three years. Her name is Sangria and she
is a cute 05 convertible R52. This year she is 10 years old and wanted to go on a little drive to
celebrate the love for her. So I decided what better way to Love your Mini over Valentine's
weekend but in Loveland, CO.
Jamie Shope is always telling us to make up drives and people will show. They did!! We had
23 cars for the event. All decorated with love themes, stickers and paint.. Even saw a few
stuffed animals for show. One lucky mini lover won the little Mini Goody bag to love their mini
cleaning supplies for the car and chocolates for themselves. We met in Boulder at Starbucks
then motored over Hwy 36 to Estes Park with a little chocolate stop at Rocky Mountain
Chocolate Factory. Then we drove over to the Stanley Hotel and took pictures of the group of
friends who are Mini LOVERS. Once spooked we all motored on to Hwy 34 with a spirited drive
through Thompsons Creek area to Loveland for Lunch at El Pueblito restaurant for Mexican food.
Everyone enjoyed my first organized drive!!

Article by Kimberly Krug
Photos by Rich Craighill

Icicle Rallye
Jamie led 8 adventurous MINIs on the Icicle Rallye on March 1st. We wound around the snowpacked roads of Lookout Mountain and saw many places we would love to go back to in the
warmer weather. The drive was absolutely gorgeous and luckily the snow held off while we
motored. While this was one of the slower drives because of the roads, it was perfect because we
had a chance to admire how beautiful Colorado is during this time of year. We even caught a
glimpse of some ice fishermen in Evergreen. Lunch at Denver's Deep Dish Pizza was delicious.
Several other MINIons joined just for the pizza and good company, which is always welcome. We
were also very happy to have Christopher Creech back from his deployment and motoring with us
again. Thank you Chris for your service!
Article by Rhonda Johnson

Can you match the MINI with it's name?

February Matching Game Answers:
1.H 2.J 3.O 4.E 5.F 6.A 7.C 8.M 9.L 10.K 11.N 12.D 13.B 14.I 15.G

Look for the answers and another game in the next newsletter!
If you'd like your MINI to be featured in the next game, please email me at ecokiko@gmail.com
1. a picture of yourself, 2. a picture of your MINI and please include its name.
By: Diana Peterman

Want your MINI to be featured in the Newsletter?

Is your MINI wanting a chance in the spotlight? Show it off!
Send over a few pictures of you and/or your MINI along with a description to secretary@mini5280.org & they
will show up in the following month's newsletter! If you'd like a survey to fill out, just ask! One will be sent your
way!

Southern MINI5280 members...
News From Down South (Castle Rock, Monument, Colo Springs and wherever). Last month several of
us met up at Sonic on a chilly night. My bad on that, I will pick a warmer spot next time. We discussed
some of the club rides coming up (icicle rally, MITM, etc). We want to try to make more events and to
get the word out to more of the Southies about the MINI5280 rides and events coming up. We will also
try to have a meet up down south before a ride to travel in a pack up to a ride start location. I handed
out some MINI5280 tag cards so we can get the word out. I set a date for 14 Mar for a ride starting
down south. I am still working the details. We will begin at Sleek Motoring so we can check out his
shop then off we go. "Out here"
Ray Gross

Upcoming MINI5280 Events
Mini Tea Party 3/28/15 Time and Location TBD, check our FB drives page for updated information

Upcoming Non-MINI5280 Events
MiniCow March Meeting 3/5/15 7pm @ Albany Restaurant in Cheyenne
MiniCow Shootout 3/15/15 4:15pm @ Front Range Gun Club in Loveland
Mini Rush-More Trip May 23-25th, 2015 - More info Here Presented by MiniCOW
AMVIV 11 (A Mini Vacation in Vegas) May 28-31st, 2015 - More info here. http://www.amviv.com/

Motor On!
We happily welcome articles and pictures! If you'd like to submit a story, photo, event, ride, or
anything else MINI to an upcoming newsletter, please send an email to secretary@mini5280.org.

Company Ads

Each issue of MC2 Magazine features news and
information on current model and classic Minis, their
owners, coverage of major Mini & MINI events, Mini
history and heritage, technical articles and how-to
information, product tests, profiles of MINI-related
businesses, car features, and more!
If it concerns Minis, MC2 -- The Independent
American MINI Magazine for ALL Mini & MINI owners
around the world -- has it handled!
MC2's app and e-zine is available in the Apple
Newsstand. Click here!
Price for 6 issues, 6x yearly is $24.95. MC2 also has a
general store with T-shirts, mugs, GoBadges, and their
exclusive oil catch can.
Thoughts? Input?...
MC2magazine.com
Barry at MC2
360/ 698-7926 Seattle

Dear Mini enthusiast,
We are pleased to announce that work on the third issue of love:mini magazine is well underway and should
be published in the coming weeks. After an 18 month break due to personal reasons, things are back on
track and I'm confident that together we can produce the best community magazine for Mini owners.
We already have a number of plans to help us produce a dynamic and fresh reading product for Mini fans all
over the world, but we need you and your Mini friends' help, by contributing and sharing your knowledge and
opinions. If you want to contribute by writing and taking photos for us, please get in touch - there's plenty of
ways to get involved. Likewise, if you have information about an event or product that we're not aware of, or
just want to show off your car and/or club, then drop us a line too.
Changing times - There's going to be some exciting changes to the way we produce love:mini in the future,
and your first port-of-call for all Mini news is our blog - bookmark it now and subscribe to the RSS feed.
Essential Resource - The website will continue to be our timeless one-stop shop for resources and
information. We've already updated the website with this year's club and motorsport events and there will be
lots more useful information appearing in the future. www.love-mini.co.uk
Look forward to hearing from you in 2013.

Named after the faster Alfa Romeo models, and with a pleasing nod to the manufacturer of Velocette
motorcycles, Veloce has a simple philosophy. It is our mission to provide books of the highest quality in
terms of content, accuracy, presentation, subject range and reader satisfaction to discerning automotive
enthusiasts around the world.
Our books may not be the cheapest, but to adapt a famous Rolls-Royce slogan 'the quality remains long
after the price is forgotten ...'. We aim to cover all aspects of the automotive world from an international
perspective, including history, biography, reference, motorsport, repair, maintenance, car building and
restoration, and we're not afraid to publish minority interest books which we think will find a big enough
audience to make them viable.

Rod Grainger, Publisher
(Member Guild of Motoring Writers)
www.veloce.co.uk

MINI5280 Member Discounts

Save

MINI Motoring Graphics has extended MINI5280 members a 10% discount on all purchases.
Just use the code MINI5280 at checkout or mention MINI5280 when you place your order by
phone. www.minimotoringgraphics.com

10%
Save
10%
Save
10%

MINI5280 members save 10% on premium carbon fiber parts and accessories made
exclusively for MINI Coopers. These guys also give a percentage back to the club when you
order! Visit them at www.carbonmini.com

Mini Mania is offering our club a discount on all orders. Just use code 5280MINI at checkout,
good for 10% on all orders except sale items.
Their website: www.minimania.com

GoBadges is giving MINI5280 members a 10% discount on items in their online store. Just
use code 5280 when placing your order. Check them out here: www.gobadges.com

Save
10%

GoBadges can be reached via email: contact@GoBadges.com

Artistic Reflection is offering MINI5280 members a discount toward custom Eyeshades, stickers, decals,
and badges. Eyeshades are folding sunshades with eyes and are made from scratch each time to fit your
MINI, designed to your color and expression specifications.
10% off code: IMWITH5280

Save 10%

Email: info@artisticreflection.com
Shop: www.artisticreflection.com

Represent MINI5280! The club's shop contains tshirts, hoodies, magnets, stickers, wallets, coffee mugs and lots
more, all bearing the MINI5280 club logos. Many items are available in multiple styles and colors.
Club store website: www.cafepress.com/mini5280

Only $1
Above Cost!
Getting in an accident is stressful enough. Looking for the right place to have your Mini repaired shouldn't be. At
Rallye Coach Works, our goal is to provide you with the best service from the moment you walk in the door.
Whether it's repairing a couple of dings, a fender bender or major collision repair after a serious accident, we'll
take care of your car as if it were our own. We also promise that you and your insurance company are kept in
the loop every step of the way. No stress. No Hassles. No Kidding. That's our promise. We're a Ralph Schomp
approved vendor and MIMI 5280 members get a free Mini detail with $1000.00 or more of bodywork. Call us at
303-761-4401. Visit our website at www.rallyecoachworks.com

MINI5280 Member Classifieds

(To list your MINI parts for sale, email secretary@MINI5280.org)

For
Sale

List your MINI item/s for sale here! Just send an email to secretary@mini5280.org with a
description and photo of what you're selling and it will appear right here!

