April 2015

Welcome Spring!
There was talk of putting together a Rockies Baseball Day,
who's interested? I am!
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President's Message

Hello my MINIons,
The luck has run out on March and we will hope that April has a nice intact rabbits foot attached. This
year so far has been catered to MINI5280 as we have had great driving weather it seems all the time, I hope
everyone is enjoying things. We have enjoyed the Icicle Rallye, a Southie, a Shoot-out, a Tea Party and the
search for a 4 leave clover in the Black Forest! We all have enjoyed several other rides during one of our
warmest Marches in a long time. This months club meeting will be held at the Cars and Coffee in
Louisville the 1st Saturday this coming weekend. Come out and see the unveiling of some rusty English
modern metal. Also keep an eye out on the MINI5280 Club Drives for up coming events, like the Modern
vs. Classic run on April 11th, or the MINIs Gone Wild Run out to the Wild Animal Sanctuary in
Keenesburg on April 19th, or the Tuning Party down in Colorado Springs April 23rd thru the 26th, or
something else that might pop up. Remember that this is a Club for people by the people, so if you think of
a ride or something, throw out that suggestion or ask for help.
If you are a member and do not have access to either of the FaceBook groups, MINI5280 Club Drives or
MINI5280 Conversations, please look us up and ask for access, we will add you as quick as we can.
We are still looking for Volunteers for MINIs In The Mountains, so if you are interested, please shoot an
email to volunteers@MINIsInTheMountains.com
Remember to be Safe out there, and BE MINI!
Mr. President, MINI5280

Rich C.

Minis in the Mountains 2015
MINIs IN THE MOUNTAINS TEN

Did you know that not only are there two event shirt colors this year, but that each of them have
their own logo? In keeping with the monochrome style of our badge, we are offering a inverse
style of the logo on the black event t-shirt.
There is still room for the MINI of Loveland Track/Lapping Day, as well as room in the NUF! Car
Show. We're almost to the point where we're going to be holding the raffle for the backstage VIP
passes for the FIREFALL concert, just a few more registrations to go, so get in now if you've been
holding off. Our room block continues to expand to meet the needs of the group, but once again,
the longer you wait to register, the more likely it is that the hotel will be booked!
www.tinyurl.com/2015mitm

Black Shirt Option

White Shirt Option

MITM Planning Committee
Next meeting: Sunday April 26th
Time and Location: TBD
Watch your email for more updated information

Brian's Bulletin
Decoding the Vehicle Identification Number (VIN)

The Vehicle Identification number, or VIN, is a unique 17-digit number that is used to identify a vehicle.

This number is comprised of numbers and letters and is separated into three groups, Manufacturer
Identification, Vehicle Description and Vehicle Identifier. To help prevent theft this number is hidden on
some pretty sneaky spots on the vehicle, but is made visible for maintenance and emergency reasons
on the driver's side door jamb and the lower left side of the windshield.
Let's breakdown this Vehicle Identification Number:
WMWRE33435TE16576
WMW- This is the 3 digit manufacturer's identification code. Every manufacturer has their own unique
code. The first W is the country code where the vehicle was made. The M is the manufacturer and the
second W stands for the modeI. For comparison, BMW uses WBA for the vehicles made in Europe and
WBS for the Motorsport vehicles. For vehicles made in the United States the VIN will start with a
number.
RE334- This is the vehicle description section of the VIN. This four-digit code indicates what engine and
body style that the vehicle has. In this case RE33 stands for a MINI Cooper S. If this section was RH33
that would stand for a MINI Cooper convertible. The 4 at the end is the restraint system identifier. In this
case the 4 stands for front and rear seat belts with dual stage advanced front airbags.
3- This digit doesn't tell anything about the vehicle, rather it's a check digit using a secret math formula
by various government agencies to help identify fraud.
5- This digit is the model year identifier. In this example the digit stands for 2005. This identifier started
in 1980 with the letter A and in 2001 with the number 1. In 2010, letters came into use again, starting
with A, and will be used until 2039. The letters I,O,Q,U and Z are not used because of the possible
confusion with numbers.
T- This digit is the plant code. Here the T stands for the MINI plant in Oxford, Great Britain. which I hear
has a pretty fun tour and should definitely be on your to do list if you ever find yourself in the Oxford
area.
E16576- This part is your production sequence number. This number is given to each MINI as it rolls off
the assembly line.
One fun thing you can do with your VIN is go to bmwarchive.com and enter the last 7 digits of the VIN.
This website will give you all of the options that your MINI has and teach you German at the same time!
It's pretty straightforward information, but also very interesting to look at a VIN and be able to decode
the mystery behind it. And as always...
Happy Motoring!
Brian Peterman
BMW/MINI Master Technician
Shop Foreman at Avalon Motorsports
Msportdoctor@gmail.com

Southie Run

Southie Run. So on 14 Mar we took a ride starting down south in Colorado Springs. I took a
page from Jamie's play book and managed to get a beautiful day for a ride. We started the ride
at Sleek Motoring. This is the newest MINI repair and performance shop in the springs. Joe
Miller (owner) hosted our MINI group in his premier shop and gave us a tour and provided some
breakfast snack. Joe is also hosting the MINI RMW live Dyno Tuning Party 23-25 Apr 15.
We lined up our group of 7 MINS and headed west. We rolled straight though downtown
Colorado Springs and up UTE pass. Snow covered Pikes Peak was right in our view as we rolled
up the twisty narrow pass. We made a quick stop in Woodland Park to pick our 8th MINI.
Herman (of Castle in his backyard fame) was waiting for us.
We headed north on Hwy 67 through Deckers. We took on lots of twisty tight corners and as luck
would have it very little traffic. We saw stirring remains of the Hayman fire but still great views of
the forest making a comeback. As we got deep into the forest we had to turn on to a narrow dirt
road for 5 miles. I know how we try to avoid dirt but all 8 MINIs powered through and we all
ended up with a little dirt in our wheel wells.
We jumped back onto the pavement and our little MINI caravan rolled into Sadalia then turned
south on to Hwy 105 (my favorite road) for some fun rolling curves and twists. We stopped in
Parker and had a nice lunch in O'Malley's Steak and Pub.
Overall this was a nice little 2hr loop with our small group. We a nice mix of south and north folks
for little ride and a beautiful day. Thanks all for coming out.

Article/Pictures by Ray Gross

MINI Tea Party

Diana planned an amazing tea party this month! After meeting at Red Rocks Amphitheater, we
motored on North Turkey Creek and stopped at Evergreen Memorial Park. At the park we took a
few pictures of the MINIs and the animals there. We learned not to feed our fingers to the elk by
reading one of the signs! As we had to say goodbye to Diana, we continued on through Squaw
Pass to Idaho Springs, and finally to our destination of The Dusty Rose Tea Room in Georgetown.
There we were truly treated to an amazing experience. Our hostess let us select the teacup that
spoke to us, and we also got to select our hats for the occasion. For our high tea, we were able to
order many different varieties of tea. The most popular tea at the Tea Room was the Georgetown

Berry Medley made from locally picked berries. It truly was delicious. Our hostess offered to tell
us a story and gave us several choices. The unanimous decision was the story about the spirit
that lived in the building. The spirit's name is Annie, but she prefers it pronounced Ann. After
munching on cucumber sandwiches, scones, and many many other tasty treats, we took a group
picture and called it a day. We all agreed this was a great place and we are hoping to make it
back again soon...with Diana and her mom leading the way.
Article by Rhonda Johnson
Picture by Kimberly Krug

MiniCOW Shootout

Mini's of Colorado and Wyoming "MiniCOW" had a Shootout with real guns! The question was
posed on Facebook as to whether anyone would be interested in going to a shooting
range. There seemed to be a lot of interest, so a shooting range day was setup. We held the
event at the Front Range Gun Club in Loveland. We had 30 folks in attendance. We had a very
wide range of individuals in all aspects. It was great to see so many different faces! "MiniCOW
Shootout 2015" grill badges were handed out to every participant, as was a special shooting
target. The special shooting target was a Fiat 500, it got a lot of laughs.
After the shootout, everyone mosey'ed over to Rudy's BBQ to enjoy some grub.

Article/Photos by Jim Taylor

Leprechaun Run 5
East we headed, new roads to share.
27 MINIs, drivers anxious to dare!
Piccadilly left, Imboden to the right,
Loves for a potty break, flush the donuts out of sight!
Eastonville, Sweet, Elbert, Hogden & Shoup
Like boxers in the ring we darted & dashed as a Group!
Kiowa / Bennett, curves & corners bumpy
Two hours later, (Black Forest Park) feeding stomachs feeling grumpy..
Good time had by all, friendly faces that we know.
Sunny skies, roller-coasters, Spring in full glow!
As we pull into home,
Minions scattered about the State. We smile a familiar smile, 'til the next time we line up, with 30
MINIs @ the gate!
Thanks everyone!
Onward & Upward
Chris, Lisa, Annabelle

MINI's in the movies

March Matching Game Answers:
1.H 2.Q 3.F 4.O 5.L 6.I 7.E 8.B 9.K 10.G 11.N 12.D 13.P 14.M 15.A 16.J 17.C

Look for the answers and another game in the next newsletter!
By: Diana Peterman

Want your MINI to be featured in the Newsletter?

Is your MINI wanting a chance in the spotlight? Show it off!
Send over a few pictures of you and/or your MINI along with a description to secretary@mini5280.org & they
will show up in the following month's newsletter! If you'd like a survey to fill out, just ask! One will be sent your
way!

Southern MINI5280 members...
We had a little MINI ride up around Deckers on the 14th. Thanks for coming out. Also, check out Sleek
Motoring a MINI repair and performance shop. He is located at 625 North Murray Blvd, CS. You
actually have to go through the Pawn Spot then the shop is in the back. Signs are going up soon.
It is getting to be MINI weather. Spring is the best time to get out and get those MINIs down the road.
Make sure your are checking Facebook at MINI5280 Club Rides and SOCOM for discussions and
upcoming MINI rides and events. I think there is a ride scheduled for every weekend out through April.
No reason to wonder aimlessly-there is a ride somewhere. Also, I have been seeing a lot of MINIs
around Colo Spgs. Be sure to "tag" them with a club card to let them know we are out there.
Ray Gross

Upcoming MINI5280 Events
April Club Meeting - C&C (Cars and Coffee) 95th and Arapahoe in Lafayette, CO. @ 9am
Bugg3r Me Drive - April 11th ,2015 Meet Starbucks 10:00 am, 9135 Commerce Center Cir,
Highlands Ranch

Upcoming Non-MINI5280 Events
MOTD (Minis on the Dragon) - April 29-May 3rd, Registration closes April 15th. Register here
Minis Gone Wild (Wild Animal Sanctuary/Picnic) - April 19th 9:30am (2 different routes planned,
check out the FB Drives page for more info on the routes)
Mini Rush-More Trip May 23-25th, 2015 - More info Here Presented by MiniCOW
AMVIV 11 (A Mini Vacation in Vegas) May 28-31st, 2015 - More info here. http://www.amviv.com/

Motor On!

We happily welcome articles and pictures! If you'd like to submit a story, photo, event, ride, or
anything else MINI to an upcoming newsletter, please send an email to secretary@mini5280.org.

Company Ads
Each issue of MC2 Magazine features news and
information on current model and classic Minis, their
owners, coverage of major Mini & MINI events, Mini
history and heritage, technical articles and how-to
information, product tests, profiles of MINI-related
businesses, car features, and more!
If it concerns Minis, MC2 -- The Independent
American MINI Magazine for ALL Mini & MINI owners
around the world -- has it handled!
MC2's app and e-zine is available in the Apple
Newsstand. Click here!
Price for 6 issues, 6x yearly is $24.95. MC2 also has a
general store with T-shirts, mugs, GoBadges, and their
exclusive oil catch can.
Thoughts? Input?...
MC2magazine.com
Barry at MC2
360/ 698-7926 Seattle

Dear Mini enthusiast,
We are pleased to announce that work on the third issue of love:mini magazine is well underway and should
be published in the coming weeks. After an 18 month break due to personal reasons, things are back on
track and I'm confident that together we can produce the best community magazine for Mini owners.
We already have a number of plans to help us produce a dynamic and fresh reading product for Mini fans all
over the world, but we need you and your Mini friends' help, by contributing and sharing your knowledge and
opinions. If you want to contribute by writing and taking photos for us, please get in touch - there's plenty of
ways to get involved. Likewise, if you have information about an event or product that we're not aware of, or
just want to show off your car and/or club, then drop us a line too.
Changing times - There's going to be some exciting changes to the way we produce love:mini in the future,
and your first port-of-call for all Mini news is our blog - bookmark it now and subscribe to the RSS feed.
Essential Resource - The website will continue to be our timeless one-stop shop for resources and
information. We've already updated the website with this year's club and motorsport events and there will be
lots more useful information appearing in the future. www.love-mini.co.uk
Look forward to hearing from you in 2013.

Named after the faster Alfa Romeo models, and with a pleasing nod to the manufacturer of Velocette
motorcycles, Veloce has a simple philosophy. It is our mission to provide books of the highest quality in
terms of content, accuracy, presentation, subject range and reader satisfaction to discerning automotive

enthusiasts around the world.
Our books may not be the cheapest, but to
adapt a famous Rolls-Royce slogan 'the quality
remains long after the price is forgotten ...'. We
aim to cover all aspects of the automotive
world from an international perspective,
including history, biography, reference,
motorsport, repair, maintenance, car building
and restoration, and we're not afraid to publish
minority interest books which we think will find
a big enough audience to make them viable.
Rod Grainger, Publisher
(Member Guild of Motoring Writers)
www.veloce.co.uk

MINI5280 Member Discounts

Save

MINI Motoring Graphics has extended MINI5280 members a 10% discount on all purchases.
Just use the code MINI5280 at checkout or mention MINI5280 when you place your order by
phone. www.minimotoringgraphics.com

10%
Save
10%
Save
10%

MINI5280 members save 10% on premium carbon fiber parts and accessories made
exclusively for MINI Coopers. These guys also give a percentage back to the club when you
order! Visit them at www.carbonmini.com

Mini Mania is offering our club a discount on all orders. Just use code 5280MINI at checkout,
good for 10% on all orders except sale items.
Their website: www.minimania.com

GoBadges is giving MINI5280 members a 10% discount on items in their online store. Just
use code 5280 when placing your order. Check them out here: www.gobadges.com

Save
10%

GoBadges can be reached via email: contact@GoBadges.com

Artistic Reflection is offering MINI5280 members a discount toward custom Eyeshades, stickers, decals,
and badges. Eyeshades are folding sunshades with eyes and are made from scratch each time to fit your
MINI, designed to your color and expression specifications.
10% off code: IMWITH5280

Save 10%

Email: info@artisticreflection.com
Shop: www.artisticreflection.com

Represent MINI5280! The club's shop contains tshirts, hoodies, magnets, stickers, wallets, coffee mugs and lots
more, all bearing the MINI5280 club logos. Many items are available in multiple styles and colors.
Club store website: www.cafepress.com/mini5280

Only $1
Above Cost!
Getting in an accident is stressful enough. Looking for the right place to have your Mini repaired shouldn't be. At
Rallye Coach Works, our goal is to provide you with the best service from the moment you walk in the door.
Whether it's repairing a couple of dings, a fender bender or major collision repair after a serious accident, we'll
take care of your car as if it were our own. We also promise that you and your insurance company are kept in
the loop every step of the way. No stress. No Hassles. No Kidding. That's our promise. We're a Ralph Schomp
approved vendor and MIMI 5280 members get a free Mini detail with $1000.00 or more of bodywork. Call us at
303-761-4401. Visit our website at www.rallyecoachworks.com

MINI5280 Member Classifieds

(To list your MINI parts for sale, email secretary@MINI5280.org)

For
Sale

List your MINI item/s for sale here! Just send an email to secretary@mini5280.org with a
description and photo of what you're selling and it will appear right here!

