May 2015

Happy May Day!

IN THIS ISSUE
President's Message

Sorry for the delay in the newsletter, work got a little needy this
week. ;) I apologize for any errors as I'm putting this together on
about 4 hours of sleep out of the last 36 hours! YAY ME!
Stephanie Nelson

Upcoming MINI5280 Events

Club Links
MINI5280.org
Minis in the Mountains
MINI5280 Group Me Page
MiniCOW - Coopers of Wyoming
MINI5280 Facebook Page

MINI5280 Secretary

President's Message

Hello my MINIons,
Happy Cinco de Mayo ( I know it is a few days away)! And we say goodbye to April, and
a good dry April it was, well, sort of. It all depended upon where in Colorado you were, Longmont was
extremely dry, and had almost zero inches of snow, which is unusual. The best part though, it meant great MINI
weather! April treated us to MINI vs. Mini, a rust bucket, MINIs gone Wild, the Denver Auto Show with an
incredible MINI display where club members were ambassadors, more Tea and so much more! We talked about
windshields, how long they last and how much they cost, MINIs on the Dragon, used parts, to help a club
member win a MINI photo challenge, a MINI recall on certain 1st gen MINIs, castles, tags and titles and
opening day at Mount Evans among other things. If you are a member and do not have access to either of the
FaceBook groups, MINI5280 Club Drives or MINI5280 Conversations, please look us up and ask for access, we
will add you as quick as we can.
This Mayo we will do our club meeting on the 9th on the Mountain, get to drive to the sky and Teena and I
are really looking forward to the MiniCOW inaugural Mini Rush-More trip at the end of the month to help
celebrate Teena's graduation from Vet Tech school. As things keep getting warmer and warmer, you will notice
more and more motorized events popping up here and there, if you hear about something and would like the
club to post this in the newsletter, please send it to Stephanie at secretary@mini5280.org.
As we get another month closer to http://MINIsInTheMountains.com , the rooms are getting more and more
booked up, so please visit the site to register and get your room before the are all gobbled up. Look for more
updates too for what we have planned. We are still looking for Volunteers for MINIs In The Mountains, so if
you are interested, please shoot an email to volunteers@MINIsInTheMountains.com
Remember to be Safe out there, and BE MINI!

Mr. President, MINI5280
Rich C.

Minis in the Mountains 2015
MINIs IN THE MOUNTAINS TEN

Our room block continues to expand to meet the needs of the group, but once again, the longer you
wait to register, the more likely it is that the hotel will be booked!
www.tinyurl.com/2015mitm
Please look for more updates coming to your inbox soon!

MITM Planning Committee
Next meeting: May 16th, 11am
Time and Location: Post Brewing Company
105 West Emma St., Lafayette, CO * 303-593-2066
Hoping to get seating on the patio depending on weather
PLEASE MAKE SURE TO HAVE UPDATES or EMAIL them to 2015@minisinthemountains.com if not
able to attend.

Brian's Bulletin

MINI Airbag Seat Mat Sensor Recall

MINI is voluntarily performing a recall on the seat mat sensor on 2005-2006 MINI Cooper and Cooper S and
2005-2008 convertibles. The recall extends the warranty for this sensor for 10 years and unlimited miles.
This sensor is built into the bottom leather of the passenger seat and can detect weight to determine if it's
occupied by an adult or child, or if the seat is vacant. When the seat mat sensor is working correctly, it can
tell the difference between someone's butt and a stack of books. If this sensor is damaged it is possible that
the passive safety system for the front passenger will not work properly. So far, though, only one minor injury
has been reported.
MINI saw an increase in the number of warranty claims with the passenger seat mat sensors in these
models, so they decided to gather all of the failed seat mat sensors and review the failures with the supplier.
The review found a consistent failure and because it is part of a safety system it was decided to recall these
sensors. MINI is performing this recall on their own with no pressure from the Department of Transportation.
This is an expensive repair and, in my experience, a common issue. There have been numerous forum
posts explaining how to bypass this sensor to turn off the airbag light, but this airbag system is very
advanced and should NOT be altered as there is no telling what other changes are being made to the
system by performing a bypass. If you paid out-of-pocket for the passenger seat mat to be replaced and if
your MINI fits the parameters of the recall, you may be eligible for reimbursement for a part of the bill. MINI
will most likely only return payment in the amount that it would cost them to repair, not what you paid; and
unfortunately, the price for the new updated seat mat will most likely be substantially less than the old
sensor. If you're not the original owner the recall letter might take a while to find you. Since the warranty
extension is only for 10 years, for a MINI that is 10 years old it's important to contact your local dealership to
check if your MINI is covered.
Happy Motoring!
Brian Peterman
BMW/MINI Master Technician
Shop Foreman at Avalon Motorsports
Msportdoctor@gmail.com

Minis gone wild

Minis gone wild
Ostrich, porcupine, camel - Oh My!
A flock of MINIS, under peek-aboo Sky..
Farms and open space, Northeast we cruised..
With lions, tigers and bears we schmoozed!
A birthday celebration, a MINI named snowflake, ❄
picnic in the park, a fun welcomed break!
MINI drivers on scooters on elevated boardwalks..
Views far and wide with nary a cornstalk!
A sanctuary for animals MINI drivers too!
Lions roared in the tent, a bear chewing a shoe?
We'll be back again, for that we're sure
Who knows what's next, Antelope, Wild Boar?
Thanks MINI-COW for leading the way
Let's motor up again on a warm summer's day..
Onward & Upward, Motor On ��������
Chris & Lisa

MINItainment
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By: Diana Peterman

MINIs in the news...

Source: http://www.cnn.com/2015/04/16/travel/gallery/architizer-best-new-buildings/index.html

Want your MINI to be featured in the Newsletter?

Is your MINI wanting a chance in the spotlight? Show it off!
Send over a few pictures of you and/or your MINI along with a description to secretary@mini5280.org & they will
show up in the following month's newsletter! If you'd like a survey to fill out, just ask! One will be sent your way!

Upcoming MINI5280 Events
May Club/Drive/Picnic Meeting - May 9th, 10:00am meet at Sonic 7561 Shaffer Pwky Littleton
Mount Evans Opening Day - May 22nd, 6:45am meet at McD's near I-70 and Evergreen Pkwy. ($10
fee)

Upcoming Non-MINI5280 Events
Mini Rush-More Trip May 23-25th, 2015 - More info Here Presented by MiniCOW
AMVIV 11 (A Mini Vacation in Vegas) May 28-31st, 2015 - More info here. http://www.amviv.com/
Colorado Scottish Festival all British car show - August 1st Snowmass Village, CO

Info here

First Saturday's Car Show - 1st Saturday of each month (May-Oct) Colorado Springs, CO Info Here

Motor On!
We happily welcome articles and pictures! If you'd like to submit a story, photo, event, ride, or
anything else MINI to an upcoming newsletter, please send an email to secretary@mini5280.org.

Company Ads

MINI APPRECIATION / BIG SPECIAL!
It may be a MINI appreciation, but this is a BIG appreciation gift! Be one of the first MINI owners to sign up for the MINI Motoring School and
get $200 off your registration fee: a 25% discount!
At the MINI Motoring School, you will drive on the 2.6 mile Indianapolis Motor Speedway road course at speed and learn performance driving
techniques taught by IndyCar and Indy Lights drivers in turbocharged MINI Cooper S Hardtops.
MINI Motoring School: MINI owner registrants: $595 (regular price: $795)
Classes available June & July 2015 (morning or afternoon). See schedule HERE
To register with this offer, please email Virginie Gregoire at virginie.gregoire@bemilesahead.net and include your:
Name
Mailing address
Phone number
MINI VIN #
We will then contact you to securely process your transaction. Hurry, we have a limited number of MINI owner appreciation discounts
available!
www.bemilesahead.net
*Courtesy of MINI USA
*Cannot be combined with any other offer

Each issue of MC2 Magazine features news and information
on current model and classic Minis, their owners, coverage of
major Mini & MINI events, Mini history and heritage, technical
articles and how-to information, product tests, profiles of MINIrelated businesses, car features, and more!
If it concerns Minis, MC2 -- The Independent American MINI
Magazine for ALL Mini & MINI owners around the world -- has
it handled!
MC2's app and e-zine is available in the Apple Newsstand.
Click here!
Price for 6 issues, 6x yearly is $24.95. MC2 also has a
general store with T-shirts, mugs, GoBadges, and their
exclusive oil catch can.
Thoughts? Input?...
MC2magazine.com
Barry at MC2
360/ 698-7926 Seattle

Dear Mini enthusiast,
We are pleased to announce that work on the third issue of love:mini magazine is well underway and should be
published in the coming weeks. After an 18 month break due to personal reasons, things are back on track and I'm
confident that together we can produce the best community magazine for Mini owners.
We already have a number of plans to help us produce a dynamic and fresh reading product for Mini fans all over
the world, but we need you and your Mini friends' help, by contributing and sharing your knowledge and
opinions. If you want to contribute by writing and taking photos for us, please get in touch - there's plenty of ways
to get involved. Likewise, if you have information about an event or product that we're not aware of, or just want to
show off your car and/or club, then drop us a line too.
Changing times - There's going to be some exciting changes to the way we produce love:mini in the future, and
your first port-of-call for all Mini news is our blog - bookmark it now and subscribe to the RSS feed.
Essential Resource - The website will continue to be our timeless one-stop shop for resources and information.
We've already updated the website with this year's club and motorsport events and there will be lots more useful
information appearing in the future. www.love-mini.co.uk
Look forward to hearing from you in 2013.

Named after the faster Alfa Romeo models, and with a pleasing nod to the manufacturer of Velocette motorcycles,
Veloce has a simple philosophy. It is our mission to provide books of the highest quality in terms of content,
accuracy, presentation, subject range and reader satisfaction to discerning automotive enthusiasts around the
world.
Our books may not be the cheapest, but to adapt a famous Rolls-Royce slogan 'the quality remains long after the
price is forgotten ...'. We aim to cover all aspects of the automotive world from an international perspective,
including history, biography, reference, motorsport, repair, maintenance, car building and restoration, and we're not
afraid to publish minority interest books which we think will find a big enough audience to make them viable.
Rod Grainger, Publisher

(Member Guild of Motoring Writers)
www.veloce.co.uk

MINI5280 Member Discounts

Save

MINI Motoring Graphics has extended MINI5280 members a 10% discount on all purchases. Just use
the code MINI5280 at checkout or mention MINI5280 when you place your order by phone.
www.minimotoringgraphics.com

10%
Save
10%
Save
10%

MINI5280 members save 10% on premium carbon fiber parts and accessories made exclusively for
MINI Coopers. These guys also give a percentage back to the club when you order! Visit them at
www.carbonmini.com

Mini Mania is offering our club a discount on all orders. Just use code 5280MINI at checkout, good
for 10% on all orders except sale items.
Their website: www.minimania.com

GoBadges is giving MINI5280 members a 10% discount on items in their online store. Just use
code 5280 when placing your order. Check them out here: www.gobadges.com

Save
10%

GoBadges can be reached via email: contact@GoBadges.com

Artistic Reflection is offering MINI5280 members a discount toward custom Eyeshades, stickers, decals, and
badges. Eyeshades are folding sunshades with eyes and are made from scratch each time to fit your MINI,
designed to your color and expression specifications.
10% off code: IMWITH5280

Save 10%

Email: info@artisticreflection.com
Shop: www.artisticreflection.com

Represent MINI5280! The club's shop contains tshirts, hoodies, magnets, stickers, wallets, coffee mugs and lots more, all
bearing the MINI5280 club logos. Many items are available in multiple styles and colors.
Club store website: www.cafepress.com/mini5280

Only $1
Above Cost!
Getting in an accident is stressful enough. Looking for the right place to have your Mini repaired shouldn't be. At Rallye
Coach Works, our goal is to provide you with the best service from the moment you walk in the door. Whether it's
repairing a couple of dings, a fender bender or major collision repair after a serious accident, we'll take care of your car
as if it were our own. We also promise that you and your insurance company are kept in the loop every step of the
way. No stress. No Hassles. No Kidding. That's our promise. We're a Ralph Schomp approved vendor and MIMI
5280 members get a free Mini detail with $1000.00 or more of bodywork. Call us at 303-761-4401. Visit our website at
www.rallyecoachworks.com

MINI5280 Member Classifieds

(To list your MINI parts for sale, email secretary@MINI5280.org)

For
Sale
For
Sale

List your MINI item/s for sale here! Just send an email to secretary@mini5280.org with a
description and photo of what you're selling and it will appear right here!
Did your MINI (or any car/truck for that matter) come without a garage door opener like mine
did? I priced getting one and it was crazy expensive because I didn't have the wiring for it. But I
found an alternative...simply install the Flash2Pass device and just flash your "brights" twice and
your garage door opens! It worked so well I bought one for my other car but ended up selling the
car before I could install it. This Flash2Pass is brand new, never been opened, in the original
packaging and comes with a power adapter, in case it's needed. I paid $110 for both pieces and
that's what www.F2PTechnologies.com, MiniMania and Amazon all have it priced for. $75 obo.
If interested, call me at 3zero3-nine1zero-8nine9three.
Kim

For
Sale

2006 MINI Cooper S - 64k miles, $10,500. Excellent condition, no crashes, wrinkles or abuse,
CARFAX obtainable. Supercharged 1.6L with MSD coils and KN cold air intake, 6 speed manual
transmission. 17 inch S-Lite wheels, 17" all-season tires (non-runflat). Leatherette upholstery,
CoverKing cloth front seat covers, tinted windows, and clear guard on front of hood, fenders,
bumper, headlights and door lever pockets. This car runs and looks beautiful with no issues!
Factory equipped with the options of Cold Weather Package (heated washer jets, heated mirrors,
heated front seats), Premium Package (multifunction steering wheel, cruise control, electric
panoramic roof, twin glass front and back, automatic air conditioning/climate control), Sport
Package (dynamic stability control/DSC, front fog lamps, Xenon headlights, powerwash), and the
8-Speaker Harman Kardon premium sound system with DSP.
Title is currently secured through a local credit union, so transaction will need to take place at a

branch office to insure prompt title transfer, or purchase on bill of sale pending title procurement
and transfer. Email Patrick at flyinwhl@live.com if interested. Car is located near 104th Ave and
Potomac St, Commerce City.

