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President's Message

Hello my MINIons!
I am writing to you for July from VA Beach this time. I am hoping that everyone had a good
June and enjoyed all that was offered. There were more runs and events that lots of
members enjoyed. We started the month off with a club meeting at Hammond's Candy near
the Denver Merchandise Mart for an awesome time and great club meeting. There were runs
thru the mountains for chocolate and up to Cheyenne to name a few. This month we have a cruise planned
(watch for a posting in the Club Drives area for Longmont), we have movies nights planned, we have other
runs planned as well, so keep your eyes peeled. Also registration for MITM will be closing in a few days, so if
you plan on attending, then you need to register as there are no walk up registrations. For MINIs In The
Mountains, please visit http://MINIsInTheMountains.com for all your registration needs, there you can register
for the event or follow the links to book your hotel.
As always be MINI!
Signing off from the beach!

Mr. President , MINI5280
Rich C.

Minis in the Mountains 2015
MINIs IN THE MOUNTAINS TEN

MINIS IN THE MOUNTAINS UPDATE
We've had quite an interesting last month in working towards MITM Ten. First off, we've set up an extra
merchandise portal on the web for anyone who would like some extra goodies. Hooded sweatshirts, long
sleeve tees, embroidered logo hat, visor, or polo, head on over to https://mitm2015.itemorder.com/sale to
check that out. We'll bring your order to MITM and have them available to give to you when you check in.
Again, if you are holding off reserving a room for MITM, you may find yourself paying far more then the group
rate if you wait much longer. There are other Groups that will be at Snowmass at the same time as us, and
they are starting to book now. We can only expand the block one more time, and after that it will only expand
if there is room on a first come/first served basis. To stay at the Holiday Inn Express:
www.tinyurl.com/2015mitm and for the Westin Snowmass: www.tinyurl.com/mitmwestin . You may see a
resort charge on the reservation page, but this has been waived, so you will NOT be charged as long as you
book within the block. Even if you are only thinking about attending, book a room, there is no deposit, and you
can cancel all the way up to just a few days prior without penalty.
As always, we're still looking for more vendors and sponsors to add to the rolls this year. We want to make
this MITM special for you and need your help to help us. We need everyone to check with their work, local
MINI shops, parts stores or where ever to see if they will be a sponsor for this years MITM. We will take
sponsor donations as low as $100. We will get their name in our drivers manual and on the web site. If they
have a poster or sign we will post it in our registration for all to see. We currently have some super sponsors
to include MINI of Loveland www.miniofloveland.com , Ralph Schomp MINI www.ralphschompmini.com ,
Snowmass village www.gosnowmass.com , MINIs in the Ozarks www.ozarkmini.com , Topshelf Embroidery
and Screen Printing www.topshelfprinters.com , Renew Protect www.renewprotect.com and Artistic Reflection
www.artisiticreflection.com. Let's add to that list and help support MITM and MINI5280!
We have some great vendors already signed up but are looking for more. Once again we have Pyeatts
AMSOIL, Artistic Reflection, MINI of Loveland, Pat's Mini Bags https://www.etsy.com/shop/PatsMiniBags ,
PEAK Eurosport www.peakeurosport.com and Stuck On MINIs www.stuckonminis.com . Check them out
ahead of time and preorder as much as you like, cut the wait down up on the hill. Here again talk to the folks
you deal with such as repair shops, parts store and detailing shops. We want to have as many vendors as we
can so we can give you a lot of variety during MITM. If you know of any possible vendors let Ray, myself or
Chris Chappell know and we will reach out to them. Let's make this the best MITM ever.
Due to some design changes at the hotel outside of our control, the check in area for MITM has been
relocated down to the mall level, across from the Starbucks. It can be reached easily by elevator from the
Westin Lobby. Upon exiting the elevator we'll be set up straight ahead. Maps to check in, and directions will
be available at the front desk of both hotels if you need assistance. The Westin's lobby is a short 30 second
walk from the front door of the Holiday Inn, so still very close.
Wednesday night, after we're done setting up the various areas of the event, we'll once again be holding our
Informal Brew Swap. Feel free to bring a six pack or whatever from home to throw into the pool, and sample

some great brews from around the country. We'll try to have some chairs to sit on, but you may want to pack a
camp chair or stool just in case. Last year we had a great turnout! This year that'll be in parking lot 9, on the
lower level. We have lots 8-10 reserved exclusively for our use during the event. Upper lot 10 is where the
car wash will be located. Lower lot 9 will have any vendors performing mechanical work. Each lot should be
entered by it's upper part, and exited by it's lower half. You can see a visual of these areas under the new
maps section on the website: http://minisinthemountains.com/maps/
Each day, Thu-Sat we'll have multiple rides going out at various times throughout the day. For the 3rd year in
a row, I'll be leading a Brewery Run. We'll take a scenic route from Snowmass up and into the foothills, ride
along a scenic byway and come back down into a nearby town for two stops at great local microbreweries. On
the way back to the hotel, we'll stop briefly at a local Distillery, and you'll be free to stay with the pack, or return
as you wish from there. We're going up for final ride scouting and to nail down the few remaining specifics end
of June, look to the July newsletter for what should be a great Rides section!
Thursday night, starting at 6:15pm on the hill, top of the cabriolet lift, FIREFALL will be playing. www.firefall.net
. Should be a great night for classic rock on the mountain. Get there a little early to grab a good spot, there'll
be some food and drink vendors at the base of the hill if you'd like to partake. A blanket and maybe a pillow to
sit on and you'll be in fine style. End of this week, we'll be raffling off VIP Backstage passes to the show, if you
haven't registered yet, get in quick so you get a chance to meet and mingle with the band.
Friday has the biggest changes. The Track Day at Aspen Motorsports Park has been opened up to a broader
audience due to lack of interest from attendees. If you have any non-MINI friends who'd like to come out to the
track, they can register at www.store.minisinthemountains.com . They'll need to pass the same safety
inspection, as well as follow the same rules as everyone else, including registering for MTIM as a participant.
If you've been waiting to register for this event, the time is now. Please spread the word among anyone you
think may be interested.
Also Friday night, Schomp MINI is sponsoring the Schomp Poolside Cocktail Party at the Holiday Inn Express
(Wildwood Hotel). We'll have a cash bar and a few tasty treats to munch on. Swimming will be optional. Just
a few deserts, coffee and tea, by no means a complete meal, so make sure to eat dinner before you come.
Other than the bar, there is no charge for this event. The party will go from 7-930pm, so feel free to drop in,
chat and leave if you need to get some sleep for the next day. Come hang out for a nightcap with other MINI
enthusiasts for a great time socializing. In the event of inclement weather, the event will be moved indoors, to
the Bar at Wildwood, in the lobby of the Holiday Inn.
Saturday features the return of the !NUF Car Show, the Group Photo, and Group Dinner. There are still plenty
of slots left in the show, and a fair amount of seats available for the Group Dinner at Base Camp Bar and Grill.
Base Camp has stunning patio views from both the upper and lower levels, and is sure to be a great venue for
our awards and raffle gathering. The lower level also has a slew of couches and lounge areas to just relax in.
As always, pre-registration for any paid activities (Group Dinner, !NUF, Track Day, Event Registration) is
required for participation, we can not sell any spots for these activities at check-in due to the need to alert local
vendors ahead of time of counts, as well as to satisfy our own planning criteria.
Sunday is goodbye, and we're working with the Westin and some local bakeries to work out a farewell
breakfast of some kind. We're sure to have coffee, juice, milk and donuts, danish, or muffins to go along with
it. Stop in to Check-in and grab a bite, wave goodbye, before heading off for the drive home. We look forward
to seeing you up on the hill in Snowmass Village, CO August 5-9th for MINIs in the Mountains this year!

Jeremy Nelson
Ray Gross

Brian's Bulletin

Spare Tire Alternatives
Since we discussed the basics of tires last month I thought we should talk about one of the most
common retrofits I see: replacing run flats with normal tires. While run flat tires do have the advantage
of being able to continue rolling up to 50 mph with zero air pressure they do have some drawbacks
such as wearing poorly, road noise, cost and road feedback.
If your MINI has run flat tires installed you most likely don't have a spare tire, jack or tools. While this
isn't always the case it's wise to check before the time comes when you're in need of a spare. If you
currently do not have a spare tire or are thinking of removing the run flats there are options to support
you when you're in a pickle.
One of more popular options is the BMW M Mobility kit found mostly in the M vehicles. The part number
for this kit is 71 10 2 333 674. This kit is readily available on the internet or can be purchased at the
dealer. The price is typically around $150 and comes with an air compressor that plugs into your
cigarette lighter, gloves, an air pressure gauge and sealant for sealing the puncture. There are cheaper
kits out there, but they don't come in a cool case that says BMW. Another good part of this kit is the
size. This kit will fit in the secret trunk compartments in Coopers and Clubmans.

Though critical damage and blow outs are not common, they do happen. In such severe instances the
sealant and air compressor will not help. The alternative is to purchase a space saver spare and tool
kit. While this occupies substantially more room and is more costly it may be better for a MINI that does
a lot of motoring in areas with poor cell phone reception at times making a tow truck hard to reach.
For MINIs with 4 wheel bolts the wheel bolt pattern is 4x100 which is a common wheel size that makes
finding a used spare tire fairly simple. It is recommended that you get a spare tire that is equal in height
as the wheels on the MINI to prevent damage to the drivetrain. If there is a front tire that is different in
size than the others it's as if your MINI is in a turn the entire time it's going straight, but in my opinion
the supposed wear on the drivetrain is negligible because your emergency replacement spare shouldn't
be on long enough to cause problems. For MINIs that are FWD and have a flat front tire, you can move

a rear tire to the front so that it matches the other front tire in size and place the spare on the rear. For
the Countryman the wear would be amplified because of the all-wheel drive system, but in all of my
professional career I have never replaced any drivetrain components because someone put different
size tire or a spare tire on the vehicle in an emergency situation.
Spare tire tool kits for MINIs that come with a jack and lug bolt wrench are easy to find on Ebay. Again, I
would check to make sure you don't already have a tool kit in the compartment under the trunk panel
before making a kit purchase.
If you decide to carry around a spare tire I would also recommend getting a spare tire cover so that you
don't have a dirty spare tire bouncing around in your trunk when you make the swap.
There is a pretty cool spare tire alternative for the Countryman that is made by
http://www.tdnparts.com/spare-tire-adapter-kit/ (this kit will not work on Coopers because of the bolt
pattern of the wheel). This style of spare tire is very well thought of and common with Porsche and
Audi. It's a spare tire that is deflated in storage and when installed and inflated serves as a full-size
spare. Though it's not cheap it will give you access to a full size spare and tools while keeping the clean
stock look.

Happy Motoring!
Brian Peterman
BMW/MINI Master Technician
Shop Foreman at Avalon Motorsports
Msportdoctor@gmail.com

*The overwhelming response with questions and concerns has been an adjustment for me and I
apologize for the delayed replies. I'd like to extend a special thank you to J.B. for bringing this to my
attention. You are by far one of my most favorite clients and your emails, both good and bad, are ones

that I love and look forward to seeing in my inbox.

Painting Brake Calipers
By: Mike Hillier
I recently painted the brake calipers on Seger, 2014 CM S All 4, to break up the darkness that is a
Cosmic Blue CM with Anthracite wheels. This project took me a total of 8 working hours with majority
of that time in cleaning the calipers, masking oﬀ areas that I didn't want painted and applying multiple
coats of paint.
Pep Boys sells a brake caliper painting kit made by Duplicolor for $19.99 but I found the contents of
the kit a bit lacking and had to add some more items. Duplicolor also sells prep pads to help clean the
calipers for $4.99 and I bought the only two in stock but wish I had had one for each caliper. I also
bought some 1" brushes from Lowes to avoid having to work from brushes used the night before. In
hind sight, acid brushes sold at Home Depot would have been a better choice. I also bought some
steel brushes and a synthetic scouring pad to ensure I got the calipers as clean as I could.
After getting Seger up on jack stands and removing the wheels I used a light duty power drill with a
steel brush to remove brake dust, dirt and whatever else had adhered to the calipers. You can see in
the picture Seger's calipers had only 10,000 miles of use and weren't that bad.The driver side front
and passenger rear calipers have brake pad wear sensor wires leading into the pads so be careful
when near them. After using the drill to remove the majority of the road gunk I used the provided
caliper cleaner, steel brush and scouring pad to finish the job. To ensure everything was gone, I
finished the cleaning with the prep pad.
With the caliper cleaned, I then masked oﬀ areas I didn't want painted such as the bleeder valve,
brake pad, brake rotor and the rubber boots at the top and bottom of the caliper. The wear sensor
wiring also got taped oﬀ because tape is cheap and visits to mechanics aren't! A plastic drape was
used to cover the bodywork to prevent to the caliper cleaner from over-spraying and damaging the
paint but that turned out to be unnecessary. I highly recommend using nitrile gloves when painting to
save you some hassle when cleaning up after the job.
Duplicolor says to apply three coats about 20-30 minutes apart, I had to wait a bit longer for the paint
to dry. Applying the second or third coats to soon caused the tacky paint to grab the brush and leave
brush marks. I worked on the calipers on one side the vehicle at a time to make the job go a little
faster. There plenty of paint in the kit so there is no worry about running out.
After waiting several hours I remounted the wheels and moved on the other side of the car. After
the paint wasn't tacky Seger was rolled outside, my neighbors were mowing their yards and kicking up
dust, to let the sun help cure the paint. I waited a full day before driving to ensure the paint was fully
cured and wouldn't absorb any brake dust.
Painting the calipers is not an expensive mod at all, I spent more on a roller chair than the paint kit, but
its time intensive waiting for paint to dry and cure.

Installing LED Positional Lights in a Countryman
By: Mike Hillier
Another mod for Seger, a 2014 CM S All 4, the stock positional lamps, mounted above the fog
lights, are incandescent and emit a yellowish light as compared against the whiter light of xenon
lights. This caused the lights to contrast and I didn't care for the appearance. Maybe one day Ill get
the halo lights but this mod was inexpensive and quick to perform.
I chose the Ziza brand Light Emitting Diode (LED) lights from ECS Tuning (ES#2684378). That part
number will get you a pair of lights for $29.95. It took me approx. 30 minutes to get both lights
installed and required no tools.
The pictures show me installing the LED into the passenger side of Seger. The first picture shows an
LED already installed in the drivers side so the color of the lights can be compared.
First, turn the wheel until you hit the stop giving you ample room to work in the wheel well. For the
passenger side turn hard right and this will expose the plastic disc that keeps road grime oﬀ the fog
light assembly. Turn it about 1/3 turn clockwise and it will lift out. Pictures 2&3
Reach into the opening and feel for the uppermost connector and turn it clockwise until you feel it
release.
Pull the assembly back into to the wheel well, its approx. 2 inches long. Pull the lamp free of the
connector, its a simple friction fit and will come out easily. Pictures 4&5
Remove the Ziza light from its packaging and try not touch the contacts to protect them from skin oils

and potential corrosion. The light goes back into the same socket the old lamp was in. After inserting
the LED light you should perform a quick function test. LEDs are polarity sensitive and will not work if
installed backwards. If the light isn't lit; pull it out, flip it over and re-insert. Pictures 6&7
Putting the light assembly back into the housing is straight forward and can be aided by looking into
the housing from the front of the car allowing you line up the light into it's proper position. Picture 8
I appreciated the white light the LEDs emit during the Follow Me operation (lights on
after locking/unlocking the vehicle) and their appearance when the Bi-Xenon's are on.
An easy, inexpensive mod that enhances the vehicles appearance without requiring very much of a
time investment.
Motor on!

Miniacs doing what they do best!
Photos submitted by: Will & Kathy Probeck
Trip to the Sand Dunes and a stop along the way to Sante Fe, NM.

MINItainment

Spot the 10 differences

"Miniacs, my apologies for not creating a MINItainment this month, but here's the answer to last month's Spot the Differences. I'll be
back at it for August!"

By: Diana Peterman

Want your MINI to be featured in the Newsletter?

Is your MINI wanting a chance in the spotlight? Show it off!
Send over a few pictures of you and/or your MINI along with a description to secretary@mini5280.org & they will show
up in the following month's newsletter! If you'd like a survey to fill out, just ask! One will be sent your way!

Upcoming MINI5280 Events
July 18th Castle Run - more detail to come follow on FB drives page
July 24th Pixels Drive-In Movie - Ft Collins Holiday Twin Drive-In 3pm meet for drive first
July 25th Longmont Cruise Night - 6-8pm
Facebook MINI5280 Club Drives Page

Upcoming Non-MINI5280 Events
Colorado Scottish Festival all British car show - August 1st Snowmass Village, CO

Info here

First Saturday's Car Show - 1st Saturday of each month (May-Oct) Colorado Springs, CO Info Here
Elizabeth Celtic Festival (car show) - July 18-19th More info contact

rpeloquin@awninc.com

Motor On!
We happily welcome articles and pictures! If you'd like to submit a story, photo, event, ride, or
anything else MINI to an upcoming newsletter, please send an email to secretary@mini5280.org.

Company Ads
Each issue of MC2 Magazine features news and information on
current model and classic Minis, their owners, coverage of major
Mini & MINI events, Mini history and heritage, technical articles
and how-to information, product tests, profiles of MINI-related
businesses, car features, and more!
If it concerns Minis, MC2 -- The Independent American MINI Magazine for ALL Mini & MINI owners around the world
-- has it handled!
MC2's app and e-zine is available in the Apple Newsstand. Click here!
Price for 6 issues, 6x yearly is $24.95. MC2 also has a general store with T-shirts, mugs, GoBadges, and their
exclusive oil catch can.
Thoughts? Input?...
MC2magazine.com

Barry at MC2
360/ 698-7926 Seattle

Dear Mini enthusiast,
We are pleased to announce that work on the third issue of love:mini magazine is well underway and should be
published in the coming weeks. After an 18 month break due to personal reasons, things are back on track and I'm
confident that together we can produce the best community magazine for Mini owners.
We already have a number of plans to help us produce a dynamic and fresh reading product for Mini fans all over the
world, but we need you and your Mini friends' help, by contributing and sharing your knowledge and opinions. If you
want to contribute by writing and taking photos for us, please get in touch - there's plenty of ways to get involved.
Likewise, if you have information about an event or product that we're not aware of, or just want to show off your car
and/or club, then drop us a line too.
Changing times - There's going to be some exciting changes to the way we produce love:mini in the future, and your
first port-of-call for all Mini news is our blog - bookmark it now and subscribe to the RSS feed.
Essential Resource - The website will continue to be our timeless one-stop shop for resources and information.
We've already updated the website with this year's club and motorsport events and there will be lots more useful
information appearing in the future. www.love-mini.co.uk
Look forward to hearing from you in 2013.

Named after the faster Alfa Romeo models, and with a pleasing nod to the manufacturer of Velocette motorcycles,
Veloce has a simple philosophy. It is our mission to provide books of the highest quality in terms of content, accuracy,
presentation, subject range and reader satisfaction to discerning automotive enthusiasts around the world.
Our books may not be the cheapest, but to adapt a famous Rolls-Royce slogan 'the quality remains long after the
price is forgotten ...'. We aim to cover all aspects of the automotive world from an international perspective, including
history, biography, reference, motorsport, repair, maintenance, car building and restoration, and we're not afraid to
publish minority interest books which we think will find a big enough audience to make them viable.
Rod Grainger, Publisher
(Member Guild of Motoring Writers)
www.veloce.co.uk

MINI5280 Member Discounts

Save

MINI Motoring Graphics has extended MINI5280 members a 10% discount on all purchases. Just use
the code MINI5280 at checkout or mention MINI5280 when you place your order by phone.
www.minimotoringgraphics.com

10%
Save
10%
Save
10%

MINI5280 members save 10% on premium carbon fiber parts and accessories made exclusively for
MINI Coopers. These guys also give a percentage back to the club when you order! Visit them at
www.carbonmini.com

Mini Mania is offering our club a discount on all orders. Just use code 5280MINI at checkout, good for
10% on all orders except sale items.
Their website: www.minimania.com

GoBadges is giving MINI5280 members a 10% discount on items in their online store. Just use code
5280 when placing your order. Check them out here: www.gobadges.com

Save
10%

GoBadges can be reached via email: contact@GoBadges.com

Artistic Reflection is offering MINI5280 members a discount toward custom Eyeshades, stickers, decals, and
badges. Eyeshades are folding sunshades with eyes and are made from scratch each time to fit your MINI,
designed to your color and expression specifications.
10% off code: IMWITH5280

Save 10%

Email: info@artisticreflection.com
Shop: www.artisticreflection.com

Represent MINI5280! The club's shop contains tshirts, hoodies, magnets, stickers, wallets, coffee mugs and lots more, all
bearing the MINI5280 club logos. Many items are available in multiple styles and colors.
Club store website: www.cafepress.com/mini5280

Only $1
Above Cost!
Getting in an accident is stressful enough. Looking for the right place to have your Mini repaired shouldn't be. At Rallye
Coach Works, our goal is to provide you with the best service from the moment you walk in the door. Whether it's
repairing a couple of dings, a fender bender or major collision repair after a serious accident, we'll take care of your car
as if it were our own. We also promise that you and your insurance company are kept in the loop every step of the way.
No stress. No Hassles. No Kidding. That's our promise. We're a Ralph Schomp approved vendor and MIMI 5280
members get a free Mini detail with $1000.00 or more of bodywork. Call us at 303-761-4401. Visit our website at
www.rallyecoachworks.com

MINI5280 Member Classifieds

(To list your MINI parts for sale, email secretary@MINI5280.org)

For
Sale

List your MINI item/s for sale here! Just send an email to secretary@mini5280.org with a
description and photo of what you're selling and it will appear right here!

