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If anybody has reimbursement receipts still from MITM 2015 that you
have not yet submitted to Bill please email him at
treasurer@mini5280.org
We are trying to wrap up the event!
THANKS!
Stephanie Nelson
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MINI5280 Secretary

President's Message

Hello my MINIons!
We had lots of fun in July! We drove up Old Fall River Road in Estes, we went Castle to
Castle, did a Cruise Night in Longmont and saw Pixels all over the state to name a few. To
start off August we had our Club Meeting at the upper lot at RedRocks. We ate some tasty
treats and had some huge garlic bulbs, onions and peppers for MINIons to take home thanks to David and
Debbie Ratliff, then headed off for a nice ride thru the mountains to Mustard's in Boulder for hot dogs next to
the Boulder Creek. It was a good, good time. MINIacs had a MINIon time in Snowmass at MINIs In The
Mountains, MINI5280s signature event. I believe we put on the best National event on the MINI calendar! We
also had multiple other rides,runs, car shows and events. One of which was the Tiny Town run put on by the
Autobee's, it was outstanding! Remember that anyone can plan a drive, a run, a car show, or anything, just
post on the MINI5280 Club Drives page or on the Motoring Alliance forum or NAM forum. And do not worry
about double booking something, as that just gives the MINIon community more choices. Keep up the great
conversations on the Facebook group MINI5280 Conversations too!
We are going to have an awesome club meeting this month, so make sure you are there!
As always Be MINI!

Mr. President , MINI5280
Rich C

Minis in the Mountains 2015

Photos submitted by:
Carolyn Bleicher
Rhonda Johnson
William/Melissa Benson

Brian's Bulletin

Track Day

Mike and Seger #05 followed by Brian and Fenton #15.
Photo courtesy Diana Peterman

Greeting Miniacs!
I hope that everyone had as much fun as I did at MITM 2015. I had an especially fun time with the group
that participated in the lapping event at Aspen Motorsports Park, Fenton's first time out on the track. The
majority of my track experience has been from racing motorcycles and I have to tell you that there is a
little bit of adjustment going from two wheels to four. Luckily, there were a few pros out there to lend
some advice. I was saddened to hear that the club came close to cancelling the event because of a lack
of registrants; that is until MOL helped with the difference. I hope that the turnout was such because
people were enjoying awesome rides around our beautiful Rocky Mountains and not because of fear of
being on the track. With that in mind, I thought I might ease some concerns that people might have so
that the next track day will be packed!

Is my car safe enough to be on the track?
Every track or lapping event requires that a safety inspection is performed. As an added benefit of being
a club member there is a list of repair shops, including Avalon Motorsports, which will perform this
inspection for free. During this inspection I look over your MINI to make sure that it's safe for you and for
the other participants to be out on the track. It is a good idea to perform this inspection at least one week
before the event to ensure that any issues can be addressed before the big day.
Why does the Track Day Inspection Form say that I need a brake fluid service before I go out?
Brakes are very important to have when you are going fast. Most likely you're pushing your braking
system harder than ever on the track. That doesn't mean you are abusing your MINI; this is what it was
designed for. The brakes will get very hot when you're pushing your car. This heat transfers into the
brake fluid and could possibly start boiling that fluid thereby causing air pockets and a soft, unresponsive
brake pedal. This is a scary situation on the track, coming down the mountain or hauling tail up the
mountain. Brake fluid is a hygroscopic fluid, which means one of the downfalls of this fluid is that it
absorbs moisture like a magnet. When the brake fluid gets too hot it's the water that is boiling and
causing the air pockets and soft brake pedal. MINI recommends performing a brake fluid service every
two years independent of mileage. My recommended service interval is every two years or when
needed, whichever comes first, bearing in mind that the harder you drive your MINI the sooner you will
need to have the service performed than a normal daily driver. If you are just wondering whether or not
you need a brake fluid service look at the color of the fluid. I use equipment to formally test the fluid, but

if when you eyeball it you see that the fluid is anything other than an almost clear fluid with a slight tanish shade, then you are probably due for a brake fluid service.

Don't I need to buy race or high performance tires?
Nope. As long as the tires are in good condition you are good to go. One thing that is nice about the
track is there is no oncoming traffic. This allows you to push your MINI harder than you could on the
street as well as giving you a solid chance to safely see what your MINI can do in a high speed situation.
It's better to have this experience under your belt before actually needing it. If you do enough track days
you might find that there are other tires out there that better fit your driving style.
I have never been on the track before and I don't want to ruin someone's day by driving too slow.
You would have to try really hard to ruin my day on the track. The track is a gathering of people who love
to drive. It won't take you long before you can feel the passion in the air. Remember that everyone was a
beginner once. Everyone at the track is there for the same reason, TO HAVE FUN! There is nothing
more fun than talking to someone after they were on the track for the first time. It's the same thing every
time, "OMG! OMG! Did you hear me screech the tires!?! Did you see how fast I took turn four!?! I'm
totally making this a race car when I get home!" Maybe it's just me, but I still get this excited every time I
go out. What people see on TV is what normal drivers assume it's like to be on a track. On TV everyone
is aggressive, bumping into each other and being otherwise almost dangerous. The difference between
racing on TV and what goes on during Club track days is night and day. First of all, the drivers are in
groups broken up into driving abilities. I promise you there will be a group for first time drivers. This way
you will be with drivers wearing the same shoes as you. After the first session some drivers might bump
up out of that class into a faster group. If you don't get moved to the faster group right away don't worry,
going fast is relative to the driver. What's fast for me might be slow for someone else.
Another reason track days with the Club are fun is that there is no passing. The only thing you need to
worry about is what is going on in front of you while on the track. Do not worry about the driver behind
you. If you are going too slowly for them they will exit the track and reenter to create some distance
between you. This is important and I can't emphasize it enough. While on the track there is a lot going
on that you need to pay attention to, but worrying about the driver behind you isn't one of them. If I come
up fast on a slower driver I like to slow down, pace and use it as an opportunity to work on my braking
points and turns. Sometimes I'll be behind a driver for over a lap just because we are going at a
comfortable pace. I don't care about slower speeds; I'm just glad to be on the track at all because I'm in
my happy place!
What if I crash my Mini on the track?
Believe it or not, this is uncommon and unlikely since most people know their comforts and limits.
However, there are times when if you push hard enough you might go off the pavement. Race tracks are
designed by pretty smart people with safety in mind. Most likely you will be able to recover and get back
on the pavement with little to no trouble. The drivers who usually end up crashing are very experienced
and pushing the envelope more than usual. If you keep in mind that you need to drive your MINI home
at the end of the day, you will be all right.
Happy Motoring!

Brian Peterman
BMW/MINI Master Technician
Shop Foreman at Avalon Motorsports
Msportdoctor@gmail.com

My 1st MINI ride
TO: Rich, Teena and Fellow Mini Members. Saturday, 8/29/2015
I, Leo Solano, Teena's Father, had the pleasure of participating in my first MINI Drive. I rode with Teena
and I was amazed how well Teena maintained and drove through a mountain drive that also included
bicyclists on narrow lanes that posed a risk to all MINI Drivers. As I observed, not only Teena, but all
MINI drivers did their part in ensuring their safety as well as the safety of all bicyclists who not only
drove in the far right of the lane, but those who would choose to ride in doubles.
I enjoyed my ride to the first stop, Sonic, where all MINI Members were meeting. In due time, all MINI
drivers departed for their drive toConey Island, located in Bailey. At Coney Island, I ordered a Chicago
Jumbo Hot Dog. It was great and tasty. At Coney Island, the majority of outside tables were taken by
MINI drivers and they engaged in every-day discussions and/or communication.
Our last drive to Tiny Town consisted of diﬀerent driving involving sharp curves of which Teena
maneuvered easily and safely. TinyTown had not changed since I last visited and it was amazing to see
the crowds of people just come into the park and enjoy themselves with children. This also included
MINI Club Members. Some rode the railroad train, others did lots of picture taking with their MINI car
models in front of selected Tiny Town buildings. In all, I had an enjoyable time riding in Teena's
Rudebox. I have also rode in Rich's BLUUUU. I am very proud of the two and the friendships they've
built through their MINI Club. The camaraderie and the enthusiasm was very evident at every stop
made.
My day ended in having asked Teena and Rich to PLEASE stop me to visit Mother Cabrini's Shrine.
And, I am so glad that I was given the opportunity to walk 374 steps to the top of the Shrine. I thank
Teena and Rich for the opportunity. Not only did I enjoy all 177 miles of driving through the mountains,
but for the opportunity of actually getting my exercise by walking, climbing, and meeting MINI Club
members.
I was also impressed by having had the opportunity of meeting the two pet dogs, especially the little
one. Peace to all MINI Club Members. God Bless in all your driving endeavors.
Thank you, Leo Solano

August MINI5280 meeting
We normally don't have club meetings during the month of August due to all the excitement of MINIs In
The Mountains...but I found some roads I wanted to drive and urged Mr. President to schedule it. We
gathered at Red Rocks on the morning of Aug 2. The club provided donuts, milk, orange juice, water
and oranges for us to fuel up on. David and Debbie Ratliﬀ also shared a large bin of garlic, onions and
peppers grown from their own garden. We drove Bear Creek Road, Grapevine Road, Lookout Mountain
Road, Coal Creek Canyon and Boulder Canyon. Our final destination put us at "Mustard's Last Stand"
(Chicago-style hotdogs) in Boulder. Just steps away was the Boulder Creek so we all gathered 'round
and enjoyed lunch, the weather and MINI company.
Teena C.

Longmont Cruise Night
Photo by: Teena Craighill

MINItainment
MITM Word Scramble Match
Clues are provided. Some answers are obvious while others are indirect and
a bit obscure, but you still have to match AND unscramble the answers.
Good luck!
1. Location of MITM 2015

A. mpira acr erac

2. Track Say Location

B. crrhey ikpcer

3. Free Concert

C. pnase smtotroorps rpak

4. Longest featured Drive. Bonus: how
many miles?
5. Car Wash Sponsor

D. crki bzltrasea dan art niim

6. Group Dinner

F. urltevoens

7. Pool party

G. sabe cmap rba nda lrgil

8. Winner of NUF! Car Show

H. efre kindrs

9. Group Photo

I. tiposl npgcaik nulch adn nwie

10. Thanks to

J.lfliafre

E. msaonsws vlagilve

By: Diana Peterman

Want your MINI to be featured in the Newsletter?

Is your MINI wanting a chance in the spotlight? Show it off!
Send over a few pictures of you and/or your MINI along with a description to secretary@mini5280.org & they will show
up in the following month's newsletter! If you'd like a survey to fill out, just ask! One will be sent your way!

Upcoming MINI5280 Events

Last Hurrah, OSF, C&C and drive - September 5th Meeting at OSF @11am more info on FB drives page
September club meeting - 9/13/15 BBQ Ribs at Melissa Benson's house, address and time TBA on FB
drives
Cheyenne Mountain Zoo & Picnic - 09/19/15 9am Meet at Sonic 7561 Shaffer Pkwy Littleton 80127
YALLA YALLA - 10/31/15 details TBD, bring a co-pilot and wear costumes!
Facebook MINI5280 Club Drives Page

Upcoming Non-MINI5280 Events
First Saturday's Car Show - 1st Saturday of each month (May-Oct) Colorado Springs, CO Info Here
Colorado Mile - September 4-6, 2015 Click here for more information
Colorado English Motoring Conclave - September 20th More info here
Cooper 5K - September 26th register at http://www.thecooper5k.com/

Motor On!
We happily welcome articles and pictures! If you'd like to submit a story, photo, event, ride, or anything
else MINI to an upcoming newsletter, please send an email to secretary@mini5280.org.

Company Ads

Each issue of MC2 Magazine features news and information on
current model and classic Minis, their owners, coverage of major
Mini & MINI events, Mini history and heritage, technical articles
and how-to information, product tests, profiles of MINI-related
businesses, car features, and more!
If it concerns Minis, MC2 -- The Independent American MINI
Magazine for ALL Mini & MINI owners around the world -- has it
handled!
MC2's app and e-zine is available in the Apple Newsstand. Click
here!
Price for 6 issues, 6x yearly is $24.95. MC2 also has a general
store with T-shirts, mugs, GoBadges, and their exclusive oil catch
can.
Thoughts? Input?...
MC2magazine.com
Barry at MC2
360/ 698-7926 Seattle

Dear Mini enthusiast,
We are pleased to announce that work on the third issue of love:mini magazine is well underway and should be
published in the coming weeks. After an 18 month break due to personal reasons, things are back on track and I'm
confident that together we can produce the best community magazine for Mini owners.
We already have a number of plans to help us produce a dynamic and fresh reading product for Mini fans all over the
world, but we need you and your Mini friends' help, by contributing and sharing your knowledge and opinions. If you
want to contribute by writing and taking photos for us, please get in touch - there's plenty of ways to get involved.
Likewise, if you have information about an event or product that we're not aware of, or just want to show off your car
and/or club, then drop us a line too.

Changing times - There's going to be some exciting changes to the way we produce love:mini in the future, and your
first port-of-call for all Mini news is our blog - bookmark it now and subscribe to the RSS feed.
Essential Resource - The website will continue to be our timeless one-stop shop for resources and information. We've
already updated the website with this year's club and motorsport events and there will be lots more useful information
appearing in the future. www.love-mini.co.uk
Look forward to hearing from you in 2013.

Named after the faster Alfa Romeo models, and with a pleasing nod to the manufacturer of Velocette motorcycles,
Veloce has a simple philosophy. It is our mission to provide books of the highest quality in terms of content, accuracy,
presentation, subject range and reader satisfaction to discerning automotive enthusiasts around the world.
Our books may not be the cheapest, but to adapt a famous Rolls-Royce slogan 'the quality remains long after the
price is forgotten ...'. We aim to cover all aspects of the automotive world from an international perspective, including
history, biography, reference, motorsport, repair, maintenance, car building and restoration, and we're not afraid to
publish minority interest books which we think will find a big enough audience to make them viable.
Rod Grainger, Publisher
(Member Guild of Motoring Writers)
www.veloce.co.uk

MINI5280 Member Discounts

Save

MINI Motoring Graphics has extended MINI5280 members a 10% discount on all purchases. Just use the
code MINI5280 at checkout or mention MINI5280 when you place your order by phone.
www.minimotoringgraphics.com

10%
Save
10%

MINI5280 members save 10% on premium carbon fiber parts and accessories made exclusively for MINI
Coopers. These guys also give a percentage back to the club when you order! Visit them at
www.carbonmini.com

Save
10%

Mini Mania is offering our club a discount on all orders. Just use code 5280MINI at checkout, good for
10% on all orders except sale items.
Their website: www.minimania.com

GoBadges is giving MINI5280 members a 10% discount on items in their online store. Just use code
5280 when placing your order. Check them out here: www.gobadges.com

Save
10%

GoBadges can be reached via email: contact@GoBadges.com

Artistic Reflection is offering MINI5280 members a discount toward custom Eyeshades, stickers, decals, and badges.
Eyeshades are folding sunshades with eyes and are made from scratch each time to fit your MINI, designed to your
color and expression specifications.
10% off code: IMWITH5280

Save 10%

Email: info@artisticreflection.com
Shop: www.artisticreflection.com

Represent MINI5280! The club's shop contains tshirts, hoodies, magnets, stickers, wallets, coffee mugs and lots more, all
bearing the MINI5280 club logos. Many items are available in multiple styles and colors.
Club store website: www.cafepress.com/mini5280

Only $1
Above Cost!
Getting in an accident is stressful enough. Looking for the right place to have your Mini repaired shouldn't be. At Rallye
Coach Works, our goal is to provide you with the best service from the moment you walk in the door. Whether it's repairing
a couple of dings, a fender bender or major collision repair after a serious accident, we'll take care of your car as if it were
our own. We also promise that you and your insurance company are kept in the loop every step of the way. No stress. No
Hassles. No Kidding. That's our promise. We're a Ralph Schomp approved vendor and MIMI 5280 members get a free
Mini detail with $1000.00 or more of bodywork. Call us at 303-761-4401. Visit our website at www.rallyecoachworks.com

MINI5280 Member Classifieds

(To list your MINI parts for sale, email secretary@MINI5280.org)

For
Sale

List your MINI item/s for sale here! Just send an email to secretary@mini5280.org with a description
and photo of what you're selling and it will appear right here!

