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Lots of information in this months newsletter!
If you have any articles or pictures you would like featured in the
future please send them to me at secretary@mini5280.org
Stephanie Nelson
MINI5280 Secretary
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President's Message

Welcome to the spooky time of year my MINIons!
Last month we had a couple car shows, several runs and lots of fun! The British Conclave
was in full swing, we had the Cooper 5K also, (they were are charity for MITM) and we had a
good Fall Color run to name a few. I hope everyone has enjoyed the warmest Sept on
record!. This October we will do more runs, and Yalla Yalla. Look for more info from Melissa and Rhonda as
they have a ton in store for us.
Remember to send in your nominations for the club officers to the Presidents email address
at president@mini5280.org. We have 1 nomination for President and Vice President, and 2 nominations for
Secretary and treasurer so far. We will be using our new system to do the voting, so make sure you complete
everything to stay in touch.
Have a sweet and safe October,
Mr. President , MINI5280
Rich C.

Club Membership update
MINI5280 is Now using MotorsportReg.com for Membership and MITM
Your MINI5280 membership dues ($27.00 per year from date of payment) are now payable
using MotorsportReg.com ("MSR"). For the transition to MSR, you will need to create an account with
MSR (free). If you already have an MSR account, simply sign in. Finally, register as a member of
MINI5280 (search for MINI5280). An alternate method is to access www.MINI5280.org then click About
>> Membership and follow the MSR link.
Once you have created your MSR account and signed in, search for "MINI5280 Membership." Click it

and follow the instructions, based on whether you're dues are already paid, you need to renew them, or
you're a new member.
MINI5280's next MINIs In The Mountains event will utilize MSR to manage the registration. You'll be able
to use your MSR account for that purpose. Note that many local and national car clubs, tracks and
venues use MSR registration purposes.
As of late September, about 40% of MINI5280 memberships in good standing (dues paid), have
registered with MSR, which will be used for the election of officers for the 2016-2017 term. Per club bylaws, only members may vote, so please register with MSR and MINI5280 Membership!
-----------------Rick Gonzales, MINI5280.org, MINIsInTheMountains.com AdMINIstrator

MITM 2015 survey review
Final MITM 2015 review
Hey folks, we sent out a post event survey and got some great results back. I wanted to address a few
recurring issues that came up via the feedback option at the end.
First, vendors. Several people complained about the lack of vendors, as well as their location to the rest of the
event. For transparency's sake, you should all know that I personally contacted over 150 prospective vendors
from past MINI events, as well as a large chunk of folks who've never before been to one of our events, both
local and national. There were two other's also working on vendor's part time, so I don't know their contact
numbers. While we did have a few last minute cancellations which shrunk the vendor turnout even further, it
isn't for lack of trying to get them to the event for you to enjoy. We ask constantly all year long for help in
contacting, or identifying vendors for the event to give you a broader spectrum from which to shop.
Their location was dictated by the Town of Snowmass. Originally we had planned to split them up, and have
vendor's planning on mechanical work to be in parking lot 9 with the MINI's. The Town of Snowmass
generously paid for and provided a generator that went unused due to those cancellations and the changes
several vendor's made to their service's at the final hour. For those still unhappy with the vendor turnout, or
demographics, please consider stepping forward for next year in some fashion to get that to change. I'm fairly
confident that all of the folks that attended this year will return, but I can't speak to that with any actual certainty,
event planning is always a hurry up and wait situation. I contacted every single MINI club in the country and
either spoke with their president, or posted about the event on their Facebook pages. I don't know if this helped
with vendor's or attendance, but the effort was made continuously to drive more of them to MITM. That said, I
think those that attended were fabulous, and I hope you do too.
Next, Track/Lapping day. The majority of folks thought the cost was too high, and would also not support a
future track event. The Track day was sponsored by MINI of Loveland who generously paid for half of the
costs. The buyout of the track was $5,000, plus insurance and EMS fees + tax which brought the total to nearly
$7,000. This number represented a heart attack for the club's treasurer, as we would have to cover the other
half of the costs ourselves. At the bargain basement cost of $125 per driver for a FULL DAY of track time, our
break even point was 26 cars. We'd done extensive research prior to the event to gauge support, and it
appeared that there was plenty of it for a track day. So we went ahead with it. Final tally was 20 cars, which
meant the club was out $750 to throw the event. This represents a hardship for the club as we are a non profit,
and we never plan on making money off the attendees to put on MITM. Every dollar that comes in for
registration goes back into the event in some way. If we are lucky, we break even, or make a few hundred
dollars to put in the bank, but it is not reflective of the amount of work that goes in to running and planning the
event for the volunteer staff that do it every year. Once again, the Town of Snowmass stepped up to the plate

and cut us a check to cover our loss on the Track day, otherwise we would've been out that expense. To help
put the cost in perspective, High Plains just outside of Denver charges $110 in the summer for a 4 hour block,
half the day, for lapping, of which you are likely to only be driving half the time. So this was a very inexpensive
day on the track, especially considering it was a private event.
Group Dinner/Awards. In the past few year's we've gotten away from utilizing hotel or other catering and gone
to a restaurant buyout for the dinner. This comes with it's own positive and negatives however. On the plus
side, the cost is drastically lower, and the quality of the meal is generally much higher. On the negative side, we
are generally restricted to the layout of whichever location we are at, which is also generally the only place in
town large enough to fit our group into. The cost of the dinner this year was $29.95 inclusive of tax and gratuity,
so $30 to attend. The kid's were charged $17 each, however we only collected $15/ea on that. To have a
similar menu at one of the hotels, or in the banquet space available in the Base Village area which is controlled
by the Viceroy hotel would've cost upwards of $75 a person plus tax and gratuity on top of that. We did recieve
a quote from the Viceroy for the banquet location, it would've been salad and one entree for $40/pp, no choice
of a different entree if someone didn't like what was offered. It is because of this that we continue to use
restaurants in lieu of banquet space so that we can provide you with a better meal, at a cheaper rate that would
otherwise be on the table.
While I agree with one person's review in that the car's winning awards should be described better, perhaps we
can get them to say a few words in the future instead of having the organizers talk about them. We also set a
deadline for purchasing tickets so that we can let the venue know with enough time to get supplies in, and
invariably we always get 30-40 people that want to buy tickets at the event. We usually have some leeway, and
try to accommodate folks, but it is a hardship, and is not something people should be planning on. I did tell
several folks no, unfortunately. We just can't go to a vendor the day before and tell them we'll have 30 more
than we told them a month ago and have that be ok.
Group Photo. The location that we had was probably the 7th or 8th place we scouted, and the same in number
of ideas for ways to do it. I agree that the cars sort of get lost that are in the back of the pack, and perhaps this
can be better addressed next year by either lowering the height of the shooter, or changing the location of the
shot entirely. Snowmass had it's own challenges to a group photo of our size. The first idea was to have the
PD close off Brush Creek Road (the main road into town) for an hour, and stage everyone along it for the better
part of half a mile. The problem of losing the cars in the back of the pack was even more drastic in this, and
while we could've done a multiple shot format as tiles of a greater picture, the time/logistics of this was just
untenable, and largely was dictated by the weather of which we would have no control. As for having a
photographer on call for the duration of the event to do single car shots, this was addressed as a vendor issue,
and we did contact 5-10 photographers for this, as you can see, none of them chose to attend. There are
several amatuer and professional photographers in the organization or attendees that would probably do it if
you asked, but to have one of them do it full time throughout the event is probably unlikely.
Holiday Inn (HIEX)/Westin host hotels. There were a multitude of issues at the HIEX for our attendees that I
was made aware about. From trash, to towels, to service. We tried to rectify the things that were brought to our
attention. The HIEX is a contract hotel, which means the physical site is owned by the Westin, but leased out to
another company. It was previously called the Wildwood (and staffed by the Westin), and then management
changed to the Holiday inn about 6 months before our event. The biggest issue with them is that 90% of their
staff are seasonal contract workers, many of whom have no hotel experience, and are simply wearing a
uniform. This is reflected in the cost of the rooms, and their service ability or lack thereof in relation to the rest
of the resort. While it happened behind the scenes, know that the Town staff, and our Event contact at the hotel
were in constant communication with the HIEX management, up to and including the owner who is located out
of state. Heads did in fact roll, and things are going to be addressed for next year. First and foremost, the rates
will drop. While we would like to see everyone choose the Westin, so that we can have the group largely
together, which would help with other planning opportunities, including the group dinner addressed above (our
Event's person is working with the chef, and hotel management/owner's to get us a much more favorable rate
quote next year). We've already been quoted a nightly rate of $139/night at the Westin, which is a pretty good
drop from this year's rate which was spectacular on it's own. They will also drop the rate at the HIEX down to
$89/night, but you should be aware of what you are getting at that cost. Cheaper is not always better as many
saw this year unfortunately. I realize that there will never be a perfect solution for a hotel, many folk's situation

dictates that they go with a condo or other option for the weekend. If this is a trend that will continue, we can
try to set aside a block of rooms at a condo complex somewhere to get you better rates. It should be noted, that
in the entire Town of Snowmass, the only locations that currently have air conditioning, are The Westin and
VIceroy hotel's. None of the condo's have it. I was not aware of this until a meeting held during this year's
event.
Check-in (Registration). Every year there are complaints about the hours for Check-in. First off, know that
check-in is staffed by volunteers that are giving up a portion of their own MITM time to help out. We do 3 two
hour shifts a day for check in. If someone arrives late after we've closed, everyone had my number from the
Owner's Manual to call and I would've come down to get your stuff for you. I did this multiple times throughout
the event, and have done so every year. There is no perfect solution to this unfortunately. You can go on any of
the drives without checking in first, and if they happen to get back after we've closed, all you need to do is call.
Rides. The majority of folks liked the rides, and Jamie and Rhonda did a ton of work before hand to ensure
they were all doable. I know they made the drive out from Denver at least 8-10 times, to scout roads, going far
above and beyond. We will try and have some more led rides that are shorter in duration next year. Just as
with Check-in, ride staff are volunteers, and can only do so much. Just because you may be from out of town,
doesn't mean you can't lead a ride also (and get a fabulous ride leader shirt!), we'll do the scouting work for you,
but more volunteers = more led rides.
Brew Swap. The location was in the parking lot as it was a "we'll look the other way" from the town PD, hotels,
and government as they do NOT allow anyone else to do this. Could it have been in a better location or more
comfortable, yes, but it would've been a cash bar and not anything like it's supposed to be. The hotel provided
ice and buckets, as well as the tent, tables, and chairs for both this, the Sunday donuts, and our vendors free of
charge on top of that. I think considering that you would likely be ticketed any other time in Snowmass for doing
something like this, that it was actually pretty great.
Car Show. There's always a few folks who think judging is biased. Typically the judges are people like the
police chief, the fire chief, a town manager or councilman, folks that have zero affiliation with the club or a
dealer. You should know that this year two of the judges were 10 year old boys, and that they were far more
stingy with points than the adults were! We can't help who wins, all we do is provide the criteria and leave the
interpretation up to the judges. After that, it's just a average of the scores that determines the winner.
We take all the feedback into consideration for future events, and genuinely hope that we don't repeat mistakes
that can be prevented. It is impossible to make everyone happy, but hopefully the majority of you had a positive
experience this year, and we look forward to seeing you back at future MINIs in the Mountains events. It is an
extremely involved process putting on the event year after year, and everyone involved donates tons of their
personal time to the effort without asking for recognition. We all love the MINI culture, and just want to share
that with you once a year in the mountains of Colorado. If you feel something hasn't been addressed, or needs
more focus, please don't hesitate to send an email to President@mini5280.org or send us a note on one of the
Facebook groups.
This was my fourth year as the Lead Chairman for the event. I did 2011 and 2012 in Winter Park, 2013 in Avon,
and this year in Snowmass. My wife and I are expecting our first child in January, and so I'm stepping down as
chairman. I likely won't be leading a committee at this point, I just don't know if I'll have any time for it. I look
forward to being a participant along side all of you for the next few years. Whoever steps up to take the lead will
have my support and advice, or shoulder to lean on, whatever is needed. I thank you all for your support and
encouragement, the ups and downs, the friendships and lessons throughout the years. It's been a truly great
honor and pleasure to serve as the figure head for MINIs in the Mountains, and has allowed me to grow as a
person during my tenure.
Keep Motoring, and hopefully our paths will cross again down the road!
Sincerely with profound respect,
Jeremy Nelson

2015 MITM Coordinator
Former President MINI5280

Brian's Bulletin
MINI Mouse
While it's rare for rodent problems in cars to be so extreme that a car needs what I'm showing you here
this month, it is quite common in Colorado to see chewed interiors and electrical wiring. Some of you
might be a bit familiar from a recent Facebook about my current project at the shop, but I thought that I'd
break from a typical Bulletin and share with you a little bit of my exciting September.
At the start of the month a 2007 R56 was towed in with the rear wiper going on its own. The Client was
concerned with electrical issues. When I first opened the door to bring it into the shop I was
overwhelmed with the strong smell of mouse muck. The combination of electrical issues and mice means
that anything is possible. I checked the fault memory and every control unit had communication, low
voltage, and other random faults. Then I had to figure out what was not currently working and what was
an issue before the mice made accommodations. Every inch of this MINI, both inside the cab and the
engine compartment, had evidence that mice had spent some time being quite comfortable.
I exposed as much of the body harness as I could and eventually found where the mice ate through the
harness. After repairing damaged wires, charging the battery and clearing the fault memory success was
found. Everything worked and there were no more faults! Now what's left to deal with is the atrociously
lingering aroma and damage. Luckily, after the diagnosis the insurance company approved stripping the
interior, replacing the carpet and the eviction of the residence and in a few more days' time the Client will
get a clean, rodent-free MINI.

The picture on the left is a perfect hole that was under the front passenger seat. There is a foam block
directly under the seat. You are able to see the path from the hole to the right rear of the vehicle that was
cut out of the foam.
The picture on the right is what we in the industry call a "mouse house". Under all that padding was
where I found the damaged wiring. After vacuuming all of the shredded padding out I had the panel
pulled just slightly away with myself wedged in between the panel and the body of the car pretty snugly.
While repairing the wiring in this trapped position from which I was unable to move a petrifying, hairy
spider clambered out and onto my hand. Upon the ascent there was an abundance of violent squirming
and exclamations. Normally, spiders would not bother me, but please understand that I was in a
vulnerable position at the time.

This is me pulling still removing the interior. There is a lot of leg room without the seats installed.

This is the heater/AC unit removed and the old carpet not yet removed.

This is the interior and carpet removed getting ready to be cleaned out.

The mouse house on the left rear of the vehicle.

This is the under side of the carpet. That carpet should be all white. All of that discoloration is mouse waste. I
could not wait to get that carpet out of the shop and into the dumpster.

I hope that everyone's month was as fun as mine, albeit without the excrement. Remember, you are
encouraged to email me with any questions after reading a bulletin or if you have something you might
like to see addressed in a future newsletter.
Happy Motoring!
Brian Peterman
BMW/MINI Master Technician
Shop Foreman at Avalon Motorsports
Msportdoctor@gmail.com

Cheyenne Mountain Zoo & Picnic Run
13 MINIs met up at the Sonic at Ken Caryl before heading out for a fun filled day. We drove the usual
twisty route through up Deer Creek and High Grade road before turning at Pine Junction and heading
south. The road was amazing and we had very little traffic to slow us down as we made our way to
Manitou Lake Recreation area. We had two more MINIs meet us for the lunch stop. At the lake we had
a great conversation while we had our picnic lunches. After loading up, we headed through Woodland
Park and into Colorado Springs. We drove to the zoo via Gold Camp Road. Gold Camp Road had a
couple tunnels and great views. As we came off Gold Camp Road, we passed the breathtaking Helen

Hunt Falls. The zoo was amazing as always. We got to feed the giraffes and see all the other beautiful
animals Cheyenne Mountain had to offer.

Article and photos by: Rhonda Johnson

Fall Color Drive
2015 Fall Color Drive
By Lisa Walters-Shelton
A great time was had on the fall color run;
enjoying company, our MINIs and the Colorado sun.
A trail of MINIs took the mountains by storm;
snaking the twisties in the loose lines they form.
Warm autumn colors of maroons and golds;
MINI owners smiling their stories unfold.
With meetups, scenic stops and meals shared.
Seasoned enthusiasts and new owners are paired.
The weather cooperated. The traffic did not.
But oh so worth it! For the views we sought.
Five mountain passes and 600 bends;
two hundred five miles of endless friends!
400 head of cattle and 1 ghost town;
as promised by the leader who wouldn't let us down.
Then finally the drive we were all waiting for at last!
The twenty five miles of freshly paved Guanella pass.
Until the next adventure,
Motor On!

Photo by Rhonda Johnson- Colin Spencer, MINI Hardtop

Photo by Lisa Walters-Shelton- Idaho Springs Lake

Photo by Rhonda Johnson- Guanella Pass, Debbie and Dave Ratliff MINI Clubman

MINItainment
Color Run Crossword

For those of us who were on the Color Run we sure had a great time, but you need not have
been on the run to have a little bit of fun here.

Across
1. Lunch Stop
5. Rendezvous Point
7. Summit County's Largest Ski Resort
8. Eastward View
9. Group Photo Op
Down
2. Freshly Paved
3. Four Animated Characters Live Here
4. Extended Season
6. 11991ft

MITM Word Scramble Match KEY
1. Location of MITM 2015

E. Snowmass Village

2. Track Day Location

C. Aspen Motorsports Park

3. Free Concert

J. Firefall

4. Longest featured Drive. Bonus: how
many miles?

I. Pistol Packing Lunch and Wine (243
mi)

5. Car Wash Sponsor

A. Prima Care Care

6. Group Dinner

G. Base Camp Bar and Grill

7. Pool party

H. Free Drinks

8. Winner of NUF! Car Show

D. Rick Strzebala and Rat Mini

9. Group Photo

B. Cherry Picker

10. Thanks to

F. Volunteers

By: Diana Peterman

Want your MINI to be featured in the Newsletter?

Is your MINI wanting a chance in the spotlight? Show it off!
Send over a few pictures of you and/or your MINI along with a description to secretary@mini5280.org & they will show
up in the following month's newsletter! If you'd like a survey to fill out, just ask! One will be sent your way!

Upcoming MINI5280 Events
October Club meeting - 10/11/15 10:10am location TBA - watch the FB drives page for further info
YALLA YALLA - 10/31/15 details TBD, bring a co-pilot and wear costumes!
Facebook MINI5280 Club Drives Page

Upcoming Non-MINI5280 Events
MiniCOW's Color Run - 10/3/15 10am Shell Station, 92 Poudre Canyon Rd Bellvue, CO 80512
MiniCOW's Fall Overnighter - 10/24/15 more info on their FB page

Motor On!

We happily welcome articles and pictures! If you'd like to submit a story, photo, event, ride, or anything
else MINI to an upcoming newsletter, please send an email to secretary@mini5280.org.

Company Ads

Each issue of MC2 Magazine features news and information on
current model and classic Minis, their owners, coverage of major
Mini & MINI events, Mini history and heritage, technical articles and
how-to information, product tests, profiles of MINI-related
businesses, car features, and more!
If it concerns Minis, MC2 -- The Independent American MINI Magazine for ALL Mini & MINI owners around the world -has it handled!
MC2's app and e-zine is available in the Apple Newsstand. Click here!
Price for 6 issues, 6x yearly is $24.95. MC2 also has a general store with T-shirts, mugs, GoBadges, and their
exclusive oil catch can.
Thoughts? Input?...
MC2magazine.com
Barry at MC2
360/ 698-7926 Seattle

Dear Mini enthusiast,
We are pleased to announce that work on the third issue of love:mini magazine is well underway and should be
published in the coming weeks. After an 18 month break due to personal reasons, things are back on track and I'm
confident that together we can produce the best community magazine for Mini owners.
We already have a number of plans to help us produce a dynamic and fresh reading product for Mini fans all over the
world, but we need you and your Mini friends' help, by contributing and sharing your knowledge and opinions. If you
want to contribute by writing and taking photos for us, please get in touch - there's plenty of ways to get involved.
Likewise, if you have information about an event or product that we're not aware of, or just want to show off your car
and/or club, then drop us a line too.
Changing times - There's going to be some exciting changes to the way we produce love:mini in the future, and your
first port-of-call for all Mini news is our blog - bookmark it now and subscribe to the RSS feed.
Essential Resource - The website will continue to be our timeless one-stop shop for resources and information. We've
already updated the website with this year's club and motorsport events and there will be lots more useful information
appearing in the future. www.love-mini.co.uk
Look forward to hearing from you in 2013.

Named after the faster Alfa Romeo models, and with a pleasing nod to the manufacturer of Velocette motorcycles,
Veloce has a simple philosophy. It is our mission to provide books of the highest quality in terms of content, accuracy,
presentation, subject range and reader satisfaction to discerning automotive enthusiasts around the world.
Our books may not be the cheapest, but to adapt a famous Rolls-Royce slogan 'the quality remains long after the price
is forgotten ...'. We aim to cover all aspects of the automotive world from an international perspective, including history,
biography, reference, motorsport, repair, maintenance, car building and restoration, and we're not afraid to publish
minority interest books which we think will find a big enough audience to make them viable.
Rod Grainger, Publisher
(Member Guild of Motoring Writers)
www.veloce.co.uk

MINI5280 Member Discounts

MINI Motoring Graphics has extended MINI5280 members a 10% discount on all purchases. Just use the
code MINI5280 at checkout or mention MINI5280 when you place your order by phone.
www.minimotoringgraphics.com

Save
10%
Save
10%
Save
10%

MINI5280 members save 10% on premium carbon fiber parts and accessories made exclusively for MINI
Coopers. These guys also give a percentage back to the club when you order! Visit them at
www.carbonmini.com

Mini Mania is offering our club a discount on all orders. Just use code 5280MINI at checkout, good for
10% on all orders except sale items.
Their website: www.minimania.com

GoBadges is giving MINI5280 members a 10% discount on items in their online store. Just use code
5280 when placing your order. Check them out here: www.gobadges.com

Save
10%

GoBadges can be reached via email: contact@GoBadges.com

Artistic Reflection is offering MINI5280 members a discount toward custom Eyeshades, stickers, decals, and badges.
Eyeshades are folding sunshades with eyes and are made from scratch each time to fit your MINI, designed to your
color and expression specifications.
10% off code: IMWITH5280

Save 10%

Email: info@artisticreflection.com
Shop: www.artisticreflection.com

Represent MINI5280! The club's shop contains tshirts, hoodies, magnets, stickers, wallets, coffee mugs and lots more, all
bearing the MINI5280 club logos. Many items are available in multiple styles and colors.
Club store website: www.cafepress.com/mini5280

Only $1
Above Cost!
Getting in an accident is stressful enough. Looking for the right place to have your Mini repaired shouldn't be. At Rallye
Coach Works, our goal is to provide you with the best service from the moment you walk in the door. Whether it's repairing
a couple of dings, a fender bender or major collision repair after a serious accident, we'll take care of your car as if it were
our own. We also promise that you and your insurance company are kept in the loop every step of the way. No stress. No
Hassles. No Kidding. That's our promise. We're a Ralph Schomp approved vendor and MIMI 5280 members get a free
Mini detail with $1000.00 or more of bodywork. Call us at 303-761-4401. Visit our website at www.rallyecoachworks.com

MINI5280 Member Classifieds

(To list your MINI parts for sale, email secretary@MINI5280.org)

For
Sale

List your MINI item/s for sale here! Just send an email to secretary@mini5280.org with a description
and photo of what you're selling and it will appear right here!

