Hi, just a reminder that you're receiving this email because you are a MINI5280 club member. Don't forget to
add secretary@mini5280.org to your address book so we'll be sure to land in your inbox!
You may unsubscribe if you no longer wish to receive our emails.
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President's Message

Hello my MINIons!
This is the 2nd to last newsletter that this office will be producing, time sure has
gone by fast. Also this months club meeting will be the last of the year as we will
not do a club meeting with the Christmas Party early in December. The club meeting
will be at Inspiration Point Park on the outskirts of Denver this Saturday at noon, look to the
MINI5280 Club Drives FB page to tell us if you are going or not.
We have done several big things lately like a successful Yalla Yalla, and a few other drives. As we
count down the final days of the year, remember that Colorado does not get socked in by snow, so we
can have incredible days for that fun drive, especially since this has been one of the warmest and
driest years in a long while, so keep that MINI ready to go.
Lastly, we will be starting up the voting for the new club officers this weekend with the voting open
for a week. Rick G our outstanding webmaster has helped the last few club members that had not
gone and created their MSR accounts by setting things up, so all should get the newsletter that are
current and be able to vote.
I hope to see my MINIons are the meeting this Saturday,
As always be MINI!
Mr. President, MINI5280
Rich C.

Club Membership update

MINI5280 is Now using MotorsportReg.com for Membership and MITM
Your MINI5280 membership dues ($27.00 per year from date of payment) are now payable
using MotorsportReg.com ("MSR"). For the transition to MSR, you will need to create an account
with MSR (free). If you already have an MSR account, simply sign in. Finally, register as a
member of MINI5280 (search for MINI5280). An alternate method is to
access www.MINI5280.org then click About >> Membership and follow the MSR link.
Once you have created your MSR account and signed in, search for "MINI5280 Membership."
Click it and follow the instructions, based on whether you're dues are already paid, you need to
renew them, or you're a new member.
MINI5280's next MINIs In The Mountains event will utilize MSR to manage the registration. You'll
be able to use your MSR account for that purpose. Note that many local and national car clubs,
tracks and venues use MSR registration purposes.
As of late September, about 40% of MINI5280 memberships in good standing (dues paid), have
registered with MSR, which will be used for the election of officers for the 20162017 term. Per
club bylaws, only members may vote, so please register with MSR and MINI5280 Membership!

Rick Gonzales, MINI5280.org, MINIsInTheMountains.com AdMINIstrator

Giving back drive
GIVING BACK DRIVE....Drive
Giving back can happen anytime of the year and that is a wonderful thing  this time
around the Minions will be doing a give back ride to the Denver Rescue Mission 
Downtown Denver.
Ok now for the good stuff  as you know this is happening in Sunday November
29th 2015 at 1:00 pm, meet up in the parking at the Pepsi Center 1000 Chopper
Circle, Denver CO 80204 before we head over to Denver Rescue Mission. There
will be a drive after the donation dropoff....route depends on the weather.
MAP: map of Pepsi Center
Since this will happen in November gloves, mittens, hats, scarf's and socks will be
needed  so check out your local Big Lot's, Target, Dollar Store and WalMart for
some deals.

Below are other things they are looking for:
Men's deodorant
Ladies deodorant
Hair products
Combs & Hairbrushes
Shaving Cream  Men and Women
Shampoo/Conditioner  hotel size (works best)
Plain White or Black socks  Men and Women
Children  everything  socks, body wash ETC...
Finger/Toenail Clippers
Mouth Wash (no alcohol)  hotel size (works best)
Chap Stick...
P.S. If you would also like to donation  clothes just ensure they are in good
shape.
And anything else you would like to give... Thanks"
Food Donation:
Can goods (veggie, ETC), Box good (Rice  aroni, Etc)
Since we will be doing this in November (turkey month) , if it is possible when the
food store put out their sales for turkeys if you could pick up a extra one for our
Giving Back Run that would be great.
Once again  Thanks everyone you all ROCK !!!!!!"
Debbie Ratliff

Brian's Bulletin

Winterizing your MINI
With winter just around the corner we need to start thinking about making sure our MINIs are
prepared for the season. Here is a list of what I recommend for making sure we are ready for
winter driving.
Have A Complete Vehicle Inspection Performed
Every shop calls their inspection something different. At my shop we call it a Comprehensive
Vehicle Inspection. This is a very thorough inspection which, on average, takes me over an hour
to complete. During this inspection I go through the vehicle to check the fault memory, tires and
brakes, climate control functions, lights; look for leaks; inspect the suspension; test the battery;
and recommend any preventive maintenance services. I recommend inspecting the vehicle at

least once a year to keep on top of things, but be cautious with free inspections: believe me when
I say that you get what you pay for.
Make Sure Your Engine Oil Service Is Up To Date
If you have talked with me before about maintenance you're likely to know how passionate I am
about how a proper engine oil service is the first defense against future costly repairs. I am
convinced that many of the expensive repairs I perform can be prevented with a better oil service
maintenance schedule and by simply checking/maintaining your engine oil level. My
recommendation for this is every 5,0007,500 miles, which is usually about every 6 months for the
average driver, with quality engine oil and filter.
Check the Condition of the Coolant and the Cooling System
You might be surprised how many cars I get in the winter with overheating issues. During the
cooling system inspection I make sure that all of the systems in the cooling system, such as the
thermostat, water pump, and cooling fan, are working properly and inspect for leaks. The most
overlooked part of the cooling system is the coolant. On average, coolant is about 50% water.
Over time the protective additives in the coolant break down and cause a number of issues
including the freezing point of the coolant to rise. If the coolant in the vehicle ever gets to the point
where it freezes there is a good possibility of damage. While there are a number of tests that can
be run on the coolant, but one of the best and easiest indications is by judging the color. When
MINI coolant is new it is bluishgreen in color. Over time the coolant loses the color and becomes
clear. This is the first indication that the protective additives have broken down and the cooling
system should be flushed out and replaced with new coolant. My recommendation for cooling
system service is every three years.
Having the Battery Inspected and Tested.
There are two times in the year when I replace the most batteries because of a no start condition:
at the beginning of winter and at the beginning of summer. This is because the drastic change in
temperature causes a thermal shock to the battery. Tests can be done to test the strength of the
battery to make sure your MINI will start even in the dead of winter. It's possible that there will be
no sign until it's too late. On average a battery on a MINI will last about 57 years before needing
to be replaced.
Think About Getting Snow/Winter Tires
Most of us are running all season tires. While they might be ok in most conditions they will
struggle to perform when temperatures drop below 40 degrees. What happens is that the tire
becomes too stiff at those temperatures to perform well. Tires designed for the winter months are
softer providing a better contact patch area. These tires are so soft that if you forget to take off
your snow tires in the summer they will be bald by next winter. There is a night and day difference
driving on winter tires, especially studded snow tires. While common sense still plays a role when
driving in the winter, you might be surprised how much control you have when everyone else is
sliding around. I recommend buying a cheap set of rims to put the snow tires on because (a) it's
easier to swap whole wheel packages and (b) if you fall into one of those winter pot holes it will be
less painful than if it happened to your sexy summer wheels.
Inspecting the Windshield, Wipers and Washer System
I find nothing more annoying than streaking wipers. The wipers and windshield washers are often
overlooked until needed. This is something that you can check very easily on your own. Just
randomly hit the washers and see if everything is still working. Sometimes I get a MINI in which
the washer fluid in the washer fluid reservoir is frozen causing the washers not to work. You might

be shocked at how hard it is to unfreeze the washer fluid tank. Rarely does washer fluid freezing
cause any damage, but it's not a good idea to press our luck especially when it's so simple to
monitor. If you have been putting actual washer fluid in your washer fluid reservoir you will most
likely be ok, but those who try to save money and just put water in the washer reservoir are the
ones who run into issues. If you're unsure on the quality of the washer fluid, BMW sells straight
alcohol washer fluid called intensive washer fluid that's great for clearing an icy windshield. And
let's not forget the windshield. Colorado windshields get beat up and pitted with all of the sand
and dust in the air. Drivers just get used to and/or ignore the glare caused by the pitting. Getting a
new windshield is like driving in HD: you'll never want to go back. Most insurance companies
cover windshield replacement because of damage and heavy pitting.
Get Your Accessory Drive Belt Inspected
The cold weather causes rubber parts on your vehicle to struggle to perform. You might find that
you get a squeak or squealing noise when first starting your vehicle. This is most likely from your
rubber accessory drive belt becoming hard and slipping. If this slipping gets bad enough it could
cause the belt to come off of the pulleys and cause the components that are driven by the belt to
stop working. On MINI it's the water pump and alternator, and supercharger if it has one. Usually I
see belts starting to have issues around 50k miles.
Warming Up Vehicle Before Driving
This is usually all over the news in winter since there is a "Puffing" law in Denver which means
they don't want cars idling unattended. While "warming up" your vehicle by idling would probably
take about an hour in the winter, it's not necessary. What I mean by warming up is letting your
MINI idle for about two minutes before driving, or about the time it takes your seat heaters to get
toasty. Much like stretching your body when you first wake up this gives your car a chance to get
things moving around and loosened up before putting a load on the engine. I recommend this
even in the warmer months, but 30 secs will do just fine.
Buy an Ice Scraper
I'm sure you know this, but the price goes up when there is snow on the ground. It also might be a
good idea to have a backup one in case one breaks as they like to do. Ice scrapers wear out and
they are cheap enough making it ok to splurge and get a cool one.
Heater and A/C Check
There is some pretty interesting weather in Colorado with the drastic temperature changes from
day to day. Sometimes issues with the heater can go unnoticed until it's too late. To test the
heater, put the heat to max and make sure, one at a time, that you can get heat from the defrost,
face vents and floor vents. To test the rear defrost is difficult until it's cold outside, but if the light
comes on when you press the button most likely it will work when needed. A proper working A/C
system is not something people usually think of in the winter, but when it comes to defrosting and
keeping the front windshield defrosted the A/C works as a dehumidifier. It's ok to have the heat
with the A/C on; you shouldn't notice a difference in the heater's performance.
Put Together an Emergency Kit
It is always a good idea to have a bag with some emergency or justincase items, but that kit
should have some added items in the winter months. A standard kit should have jumper cables,
gloves, a quart of engine oil, paper towels or rags, tire pressure gauge, first aid kit, a can of fixa
flat (or something comparable), and a flashlight. All of this should be able to fit in a small bag that
you just leave in your boot. During the winter months it is recommended to add some stuff just in
case we find ourselves broken down in the cold weather. Even if we do everything we can to

prevent an issue the best we can, there are forces out there that are out of our control, as in other
drivers and Mother Nature.
Blanket,Boots,Gloves, Extra Coat If we happen to be stranded somewhere that help can't
easily get to then we want to make sure that we can stay warm. In the winter, tow truck drivers
are overwhelmed and you might be waiting for a while for help to arrive.
Washer fluid Besides the engine oil you should be already carrying, you are going to want
to carry extra washer fluid. You will be using more washer fluid than normal in the winter.
Food and Water This might make more sense for the adventurous drivers out there who
like to go up in the mountains than those staying close to home in the city: hang on to a couple of
Clif bars and water or Gatorade. Make sure to fill bottles only ¾ to account for expansion in case
they freeze.
Small Shovel This is one of those things that you might not think of until you need to use it.
Sometimes all it takes is to just move some snow out of the way to get free. Like most items in
your kit they can be used to help other people as well. There is no greater feeling than to be
someone's hero for a day. Think of how awesome it would be for someone with a MINI to help
out a stuck 4x4 truck.
Happy Motoring!
Brian Peterman
BMW/MINI Master Technician
Shop Foreman at Avalon Motorsports
Msportdoctor@gmail.com
Thank you to those who sent their winter MINI photos; you guys are the best! However, I couldn't
decide on a singlular snowy image so here are all of those that were submitted by MINI5280
members to encourage you to keep on rolling as the cold comes in. Diana P.

Coopa in Evergreen. submitted by Cait O.

Benson in Texas before moving to Colorado. submitted by

Warren H.

Gus on Lookout Mountain. submitted by Jamie S.

Maximus at Chatfield. submitted by Ralph C.

Luna with her Blizzaks. submitted by Keri W.

Following Becky Droullard up Lookout Mountain. submitted by

Rhonda J.

Sangria and friends on Squaw Pass. submitted by Kimberly K.

Club Drive Tshirts

MINI5280 Club Drives 2015 Tshirts

Our first annual MINI5280 Club Drives TShirt is now available and live the
campaign expires November 16!
The tshirt has three different styles: lime green, a grey men's tshirt, a women's
grey tshirt. $20 will get you your very own and the proceeds will go towards the
Giving Back Drive which benefits the Denver Rescue Mission.
Here is the website to order the shirtsthey will ship directly to you.
https://teespring.com/mini5280clubdrives2015
Please get a shirt to help the rescue mission, support the club, to wear on rides, as
a sleeping shirt, etc.....before time runs out!

Jamie Shope

Fall Color Drive
Yalla Yalla was back this year! On Halloween, after a year hiatus, Yalla Yalla made a return to MINI5280.
We had a great turnout of 35 cars and lots of fun people. There were lots of creative costumes for people
and for the MINIs. After socializing for a bit in the morning, we lined up the cars and sent them off into the
unknown 4 at a time. We wished them luck and hoped they made it to the finish line as happy as they
started off. We had costumed characters hiding about the course for our scavenger hunters to find and take
photos of, along with many many other items on their list. The ending spot greeted our scavengers with a
catered lunch courtesy of Schomp MINI from Rib City BBQ. We also had delicious cupcakes that were
made by a friend of one of our club members. Many prizes also were given out along with other MINI
items from previous events. We would like to thank Schomp MINI, Artistic Reflection and Avalon
Motorsports for donating prizes for Yalla Yalla.
Prize winners:
Shortest Time (1hr 59mins)  Katie Zanon
Best Scavenger  Kimberly Krug
Best Overall  Chris Opp
Best Person Costume  Thing 1 and Thing 2  Julie & Dave Cox
Best MINI Costume  Devil car  Diane Giusti
Most Lost & Confused  The Stephens :) We are glad you finally made it out of the theater parking lot!!
Lost & Last  The S'mores  Rodney, DeeDee, and Rachel Clang
Melissa and I had a lot of fun planning this for you all and we are very glad everyone had a good time and
participated! Thank you all for coming out and playing!

Article by: Rhonda Johnson

MINItainment
"I'm limited with what I can do without my laptop in Japan during my trip
October 20November 3, so I'm including a few pictures of the MINIs that I
have been able to spot while in traffic, the only ones I was quick enough to
snap a photo of with my phone and a couple more for cultural measure. It's
a shame not to have Fenton to drive here where EVERYTHING not within a
city is twisty and beautiful.
I just wanna go fast!
With love from the Land of the Rising Sun, see you soon, Diana."

I barely caught this red cutie!

A victory MINI sighting complete with checkered flag mirror caps!

This bright little lemon drop was stopped at a roadside farm stand in the country, a particularly rare place where the
local car culture is economical and very compact. My uncle's Prius felt like a beast.

Outward view up a narrow twistie from inside Uncle Hiro's Prius.

A southward view from my Aunt Sachiko's house of Mt Sakurajima, an active volcano that blows at least some ash
daily.

There are a lot of these tiny things over here. Though I have no idea what they are, every time I see one I think it's a
classic Mini.

I just love this beautiful blue.

Color Run Crossword Key
Across
1. Lunch Stop
5. Rendezvous Point
7. Summit County's Largest Ski Resort
8. Eastward View
9. Group Photo Op

Down
2. Freshly Paved
3. Four Animated Characters Live Here
4. Extended Season
6. 11991ft

By: Diana Peterman
Want your MINI to be featured in the Newsletter?

Is your MINI wanting a chance in the spotlight? Show it off!
Send over a few pictures of you and/or your MINI along with a description to secretary@mini5280.org & they
will show up in the following month's newsletter! If you'd like a survey to fill out, just ask! One will be sent
your way!

Upcoming MINI5280 Events
Giving Back Drive November 29th 1pm Pepsi Center, drive to follow
December Potluck Christmas Party December 13th 2pm5pm, Lakewood Link Rec Center

1295 S Reed St., Lakewood, CO

Facebook MINI5280 Club Drives Page

Upcoming NonMINI5280 Events
Motor On!
We happily welcome articles and pictures! If you'd like to submit a story, photo, event, ride, or
anything else MINI to an upcoming newsletter, please send an email to secretary@mini5280.org.

Company Ads
Each issue of MC2 Magazine features news and
information on current model and classic Minis, their
owners, coverage of major Mini & MINI events, Mini
history and heritage, technical articles and howto
information, product tests, profiles of MINIrelated
businesses, car features, and more!
If it concerns Minis, MC2  The Independent
American MINI Magazine for ALL Mini & MINI owners
around the world  has it handled!
MC2's app and ezine is available in the Apple Newsstand.
Click here!
Price for 6 issues, 6x yearly is $24.95. MC2 also has a
general store with Tshirts, mugs, GoBadges, and their
exclusive oil catch can.
Thoughts? Input?...
MC2magazine.com
Barry at MC2
360/ 6987926 Seattle

Dear Mini enthusiast,
We are pleased to announce that work on the third issue of love:mini magazine is well underway and should be
published in the coming weeks. After an 18 month break due to personal reasons, things are back on track and
I'm confident that together we can produce the best community magazine for Mini owners.
We already have a number of plans to help us produce a dynamic and fresh reading product for Mini fans all
over the world, but we need you and your Mini friends' help, by contributing and sharing your knowledge and
opinions. If you want to contribute by writing and taking photos for us, please get in touch  there's plenty of
ways to get involved. Likewise, if you have information about an event or product that we're not aware of, or
just want to show off your car and/or club, then drop us a line too.
Changing times  There's going to be some exciting changes to the way we produce love:mini in the future, and
your first portofcall for all Mini news is our blog  bookmark it now and subscribe to the RSS feed.
Essential Resource  The website will continue to be our timeless onestop shop for resources and information.
We've already updated the website with this year's club and motorsport events and there will be lots more
useful information appearing in the future. www.lovemini.co.uk
Look forward to hearing from you in 2013.

Named after the faster Alfa Romeo models, and
with a pleasing nod to the manufacturer of
Velocette motorcycles, Veloce has a simple
philosophy. It is our mission to provide books of
the highest quality in terms of content, accuracy,
presentation, subject range and reader
satisfaction to discerning automotive enthusiasts
around the world.
Our books may not be the cheapest, but to
adapt a famous RollsRoyce slogan 'the quality
remains long after the price is forgotten ...'. We
aim to cover all aspects of the automotive world
from an international perspective, including
history, biography, reference, motorsport,
repair, maintenance, car building and
restoration, and we're not afraid to publish
minority interest books which we think will find a
big enough audience to make them viable.
Rod Grainger, Publisher
(Member Guild of Motoring Writers)
www.veloce.co.uk

MINI5280 Member Discounts

Save 10%
Save 10%

MINI Motoring Graphics has extended MINI5280 members a 10% discount on all purchases. Just use the code
MINI5280 at checkout or mention MINI5280 when you place your order by phone.
www.minimotoringgraphics.com

MINI5280 members save 10% on premium carbon fiber parts and accessories made exclusively for MINI
Coopers. These guys also give a percentage back to the club when you order! Visit them at
www.carbonmini.com

Mini Mania is offering our club a discount on all orders. Just use code 5280MINI at checkout, good
for 10% on all orders except sale items.

Save 10%

Their website: www.minimania.com

GoBadges is giving MINI5280 members a 10% discount on items in their online store. Just use code 5280
when placing your order. Check them out here: www.gobadges.com
GoBadges can be reached via email: contact@GoBadges.com

Save 10%
Artistic Reflection is offering MINI5280 members a discount toward custom Eyeshades, stickers, decals, and
badges. Eyeshades are folding sunshades with eyes and are made from scratch each time to fit your MINI,
designed to your color and expression specifications.
10% off code: IMWITH5280

Save 10%

Email: info@artisticreflection.com
Shop: www.artisticreflection.com

Represent MINI5280! The club's shop contains tshirts, hoodies, magnets, stickers, wallets, coffee mugs and lots more,
all bearing the MINI5280 club logos. Many items are available in multiple styles and colors.
Club store website: www.cafepress.com/mini5280

Only $1
Above Cost!
Getting in an accident is stressful enough. Looking for the right place to have your Mini repaired shouldn't be. At
Rallye Coach Works, our goal is to provide you with the best service from the moment you walk in the door.
Whether it's repairing a couple of dings, a fender bender or major collision repair after a serious accident, we'll take
care of your car as if it were our own. We also promise that you and your insurance company are kept in the loop
every step of the way. No stress. No Hassles. No Kidding. That's our promise. We're a Ralph Schomp approved
vendor and MIMI 5280 members get a free Mini detail with $1000.00 or more of bodywork. Call us at 303761
4401. Visit our website at www.rallyecoachworks.com

MINI5280 Member Classifieds
(To list your MINI parts for sale, email secretary@MINI5280.org)

For
Sale

List your MINI item/s for sale here! Just send an email to secretary@mini5280.org with a
description and photo of what you're selling and it will appear right here!
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