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Hi, just a reminder that you're receiving this email because you are a MINI5280 club member. Don't forget to
add secretary@mini5280.org to your address book so we'll be sure to land in your inbox!
You may unsubscribe if you no longer wish to receive our emails.

December 2015

Thanks to everyone who had contributed to our newsletter over
the past 2 years! I have enjoyed being the secretary for such a
great group of people!
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President's Message

Hello for the final time my MINIons,
It has been a glorious 2 years that Jamie, Bill, Stephanie and myself have gotten to
serve as your MINI5280 officers. We have had some really fun times, great rides
and even more incredible events, not put on by us, but by you with us helping to guide things. We
have done multiple car shows, parades, tea parties, lunches, dinners, holiday parties, scavenger
hunts, MITMs, MTTS and more runs than I can count. Probably other things that I have forgotten too.
We have grown our presence from just forums and newsletters, to a strong presence on Facebook
with multiple groups and pages, a presence on Twitter and Instagram, and a better newsletter and a
new registration system with MSR. So many things have happened in that past 2 years that it is hard
to recall everything, but if you see me at this years party, I am sure we can talk about it, as I hope
to see you all there, with something yummy for me to try!
Remember to RSVP for the party with what you are bringing as that is your ticket in. You will see the
Invite in the newsletter below.
It is with sadness that I bid you a farewell, but remember, I will always be around.
Don't be NORMAL, but Be MINI!
Mr. President, MINI5280 2014/2015
Rich C.
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MINI5280 Christmas Party
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Club Membership update
MINI5280 is Now using MotorsportReg.com for Membership and MITM
Your MINI5280 membership dues ($27.00 per year from date of payment) are now payable
using MotorsportReg.com ("MSR"). For the transition to MSR, you will need to create an account
with MSR (free). If you already have an MSR account, simply sign in. Finally, register as a
member of MINI5280 (search for MINI5280). An alternate method is to
access www.MINI5280.org then click About >> Membership and follow the MSR link.
Once you have created your MSR account and signed in, search for "MINI5280 Membership."
Click it and follow the instructions, based on whether you're dues are already paid, you need to
renew them, or you're a new member.
MINI5280's next MINIs In The Mountains event will utilize MSR to manage the registration. You'll
be able to use your MSR account for that purpose. Note that many local and national car clubs,
tracks and venues use MSR registration purposes.
As of late September, about 40% of MINI5280 memberships in good standing (dues paid), have
registered with MSR, which will be used for the election of officers for the 20162017 term. Per
club bylaws, only members may vote, so please register with MSR and MINI5280 Membership!

Rick Gonzales, MINI5280.org, MINIsInTheMountains.com AdMINIstrator

Giving back drive
GIVING BACK DRIVE....Drive
By: Debbie Ratliff
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Photo by: Teena's Sister :)

Event: Sunday November 29th 2015  Giving Back Drive to the Denver
Rescue Mission
Quote: There's nothing more rewarding than giving back and making a difference
in the lives of people in your community.
Jamie, David and I would like to first and foremost want to thank you all for
attending today's event, also giving a shout out to those that could not attend  we
know you had our us in your thoughts.. Here's to you all with the purchase of those
good looking T shirts (giving a shout out to Ashley (design) & Jamie (for thinking of
the idea) which help us all raise $460.00 bucks.
Now with those funds David, Jamie and I did some shopping  we rock the stores
(LOL)  the following items were purchase:
14 Blankets, (2) 25 pd bags of flour, (1) 25pd bag of bread flour, (2) 25 pd bags of
rice, 60 cans of all type of vegs, 10 packages of Men & Women & children's  socks
and so much more ( pictures below)
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Now for the good stuff ‐ today the Mini5280 did a mini drive to the Denver Rescue
Mission ‐ to give back to a great place that does great things for the homeless
community. We all arrive at the Pepsi Center downtown Denver around 1:00 pm to
gather to head that way.‐ .
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We all got to the mission around 1:45 pm and made contact with the wonderful
people a the shelter ‐ we had arrive just as they had finished serving lunch for
about 480 people ‐ then the magic happen we began to unload all of the donation
we had collected ‐ they were sorted in two piles ‐ food and clothing items ‐
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We had so much they had to send for the truck... now that was a awesome
feeling...

All in all Mini5280 did an awesome job  Thanks once again.
Want to give credit for all the wonderful picture taken today  hope it was
alright to use some of  Thanks to Jim, Kim, Teena, Erin & Victoria 
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and a shout out to everyone else on those pictures post to Facebook...

Brian's Bulletin

Batteries
There are two times in a year when I replace more failed batteries than usual and right now in the
winter is one of those times. The battery in your vehicle has more responsibilities than just
starting your car. This is why a failing battery may go unnoticed until it's too late. A better
understanding on what is going on with the battery might shed some light on the what's and whys
of batteries.
What is a battery?
A battery is a device with electrochemical cells that convert chemical energy into electrical
energy. A battery is used for storage of electrical energy. On a typical car battery there are six
cells connected together each making 2.1v (volts) each totaling the 12.6v needed to run the
vehicle's electrical systems.
What is a battery's job?
The main job of your vehicle's battery is to start your car, but that is not the only job. Another
important job of your battery is to provide a stable and predicable power supply to your vehicle's
electrical systems. A good battery will smooth out voltage spikes caused by other electrical
systems. Even a good alternator will cause voltage spikes and valleys at times; the battery will
even these fluctuations out. This is important because all of your control modules communicate
with a special signal wave that is very dependent on the voltage being steady and within a certain
range. If the signal voltage falls out of that range, too high or too low, the signal is ignored.
Everything you do in your vehicle is dependent on these signals. Starting your vehicle, putting
your vehicle in gear, accelerating, stopping, and using the climate control functions are just some
of the systems that most people don't realize depend heavily on these electrical signals. If we
were to list all of the important jobs of your vehicle's battery, being able to start the vehicle would
be just one on a long list.
How do I know if my battery needs to be replaced?
It can be difficult for a driver to detect a failing battery. One way is that you may notice your
engine will crank slower. This may be hard for someone to notice if they have not had their
vehicle for long and are not in tune with their vehicle yet. Another indication is that the clock or
radio stations are reset in the morning. While this could mean a number of things, majority of the
time this is an indication of a weak battery. Another way is to look at the date code on the battery.
For most batteries the date code is stamped on the negative terminal. The date code on MINI
batteries will be a two digit number on top of another two digit number. The top number will be the
week and the bottom number will be the year the battery was made. For example, 52 13 would
read the last week in 2013. A battery should be replaced between five and seven years. If you're
at five years and I don't see any signs of a failing or weak battery we will talk about monitoring the
battery or maybe just replacing it now to prevent issues in the future. At seven years you are on
borrowed time and asking for trouble.
I could list out some interesting problems I have found over the years caused from a failing
battery and every time the client will say, "But my vehicle starts just fine." This is a testament to
how awesome your MINI truly is. I have tested batteries that have been so bad that I was
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1123106798924&format=html&print=true

8/17

12/6/2015

MINI5280 Newsletter December 2015

shocked that they would start the vehicle. What is happening is that your MINI sees that the
battery voltage dropping too much when trying to start and starts cutting off electrical consumers
so that the battery will have enough power to start. When this happens I may see battery
discharge faults, communication faults or power supply faults stored in the fault memory, but as
far as you know everything is just fine.
How do you test my battery?
When I test a battery I will be actually testing a number of systems at the same time. I want to
make sure that if the battery has failed that the failure was not caused by something else. The
first thing I do is put a voltage meter on the battery with the vehicle off to see what the voltage is
at. At 12.6v the battery is at 100% state of charge, at 12.2v the battery is around 50% state of
charge. Start getting around 13v and this means that the battery has sulfated and should be
replaced. I will at this point charge the battery to get as close to 100% as I can before physically
testing the battery. I prefer to test the battery with a load tester. This puts a load on the battery to
mimic what happens to the battery when starting the vehicle. In my opinion, this is the best way to
test the health of the battery. After I verify that the battery is in good condition we will test the
alternator. What I am looking for from the alternator is the maximum output with both the voltage
and amperage. Then I need to make sure that there is not unnecessary drain from the starter.
While uncommon, it is something that needs to be ruled out as a possible issue. After all of that
we need to make sure that there is not a parasitic draw on the battery when the vehicle is off.
Other than age this is the most common cause of battery failure.
I was told that my new battery has to be registered to the vehicle?
What this basically means is that because of the advanced charging system in the vehicle I need
to tell the vehicle that the battery has been replaced. If I don't do this the life of the new battery
will be drastically shortened because the alternator will be charging the new battery like it was the
aged battery, basically overcharging the new battery. While this does not need to be performed
on the first generation MINIs there are still some electrical systems that need to be initialized.
What you might experience is that the word "registering" is now being used to mean what needs
to be done to the vehicle after the battery is replaced.
As you can see there is lot to understanding the function of a battery than most people realize. I
hope that this helps to illustrate a commonly overlooked maintenance item.
Please know that you are encouraged to contact me with any of your technical queries!
Happy Motoring!
Brian Peterman
BMW/MINI Master Technician
Shop Foreman at Avalon Motorsports
Msportdoctor@gmail.com

MINItainment
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By: Diana Peterman
Want your MINI to be featured in the Newsletter?

Is your MINI wanting a chance in the spotlight? Show it off!
Send over a few pictures of you and/or your MINI along with a description to secretary@mini5280.org & they
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will show up in the following month's newsletter! If you'd like a survey to fill out, just ask! One will be sent
your way!

Upcoming MINI5280 Events
December Potluck Christmas Party December 13th 2pm5pm, Lakewood Link Rec Center
Craig Hospital Toy drive  Wednesday 12/16/15 @ 4pm. Meet @ 8550 Pearl St, Thornton

Facebook MINI5280 Club Drives Page

Upcoming NonMINI5280 Events
MiniCOW Leeds and Betty's Christmas open house  12/12/15 @5pm. For more info please contact
Jim Taylor
Motor On!
We happily welcome articles and pictures! If you'd like to submit a story, photo, event, ride, or
anything else MINI to an upcoming newsletter, please send an email to secretary@mini5280.org.

Company Ads
Each issue of MC2 Magazine features news and
information on current model and classic Minis, their
owners, coverage of major Mini & MINI events, Mini
history and heritage, technical articles and howto
information, product tests, profiles of MINIrelated
businesses, car features, and more!
If it concerns Minis, MC2  The Independent
American MINI Magazine for ALL Mini & MINI owners
around the world  has it handled!
MC2's app and ezine is available in the Apple Newsstand.
Click here!
Price for 6 issues, 6x yearly is $24.95. MC2 also has a
general store with Tshirts, mugs, GoBadges, and their
exclusive oil catch can.
Thoughts? Input?...
MC2magazine.com
Barry at MC2
360/ 6987926 Seattle

Dear Mini enthusiast,
We are pleased to announce that work on the third issue of love:mini magazine is well underway and should be
published in the coming weeks. After an 18 month break due to personal reasons, things are back on track and
I'm confident that together we can produce the best community magazine for Mini owners.
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1123106798924&format=html&print=true
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We already have a number of plans to help us produce a dynamic and fresh reading product for Mini fans all
over the world, but we need you and your Mini friends' help, by contributing and sharing your knowledge and
opinions. If you want to contribute by writing and taking photos for us, please get in touch  there's plenty of
ways to get involved. Likewise, if you have information about an event or product that we're not aware of, or
just want to show off your car and/or club, then drop us a line too.
Changing times  There's going to be some exciting changes to the way we produce love:mini in the future, and
your first portofcall for all Mini news is our blog  bookmark it now and subscribe to the RSS feed.
Essential Resource  The website will continue to be our timeless onestop shop for resources and information.
We've already updated the website with this year's club and motorsport events and there will be lots more
useful information appearing in the future. www.lovemini.co.uk
Look forward to hearing from you in 2013.

Named after the faster Alfa Romeo models, and
with a pleasing nod to the manufacturer of
Velocette motorcycles, Veloce has a simple
philosophy. It is our mission to provide books of
the highest quality in terms of content, accuracy,
presentation, subject range and reader
satisfaction to discerning automotive enthusiasts
around the world.
Our books may not be the cheapest, but to
adapt a famous RollsRoyce slogan 'the quality
remains long after the price is forgotten ...'. We
aim to cover all aspects of the automotive world
from an international perspective, including
history, biography, reference, motorsport,
repair, maintenance, car building and
restoration, and we're not afraid to publish
minority interest books which we think will find a
big enough audience to make them viable.
Rod Grainger, Publisher
(Member Guild of Motoring Writers)
www.veloce.co.uk

MINI5280 Member Discounts

Save 10%
Save 10%

MINI Motoring Graphics has extended MINI5280 members a 10% discount on all purchases. Just use the code
MINI5280 at checkout or mention MINI5280 when you place your order by phone.
www.minimotoringgraphics.com

MINI5280 members save 10% on premium carbon fiber parts and accessories made exclusively for MINI
Coopers. These guys also give a percentage back to the club when you order! Visit them at
www.carbonmini.com
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Mini Mania is offering our club a discount on all orders. Just use code 5280MINI at checkout, good
for 10% on all orders except sale items.
Their website: www.minimania.com

Save 10%
GoBadges is giving MINI5280 members a 10% discount on items in their online store. Just use code 5280
when placing your order. Check them out here: www.gobadges.com

Save 10%

GoBadges can be reached via email: contact@GoBadges.com

Artistic Reflection is offering MINI5280 members a discount toward custom Eyeshades, stickers, decals, and
badges. Eyeshades are folding sunshades with eyes and are made from scratch each time to fit your MINI,
designed to your color and expression specifications.
10% off code: IMWITH5280

Save 10%

Email: info@artisticreflection.com
Shop: www.artisticreflection.com

Represent MINI5280! The club's shop contains tshirts, hoodies, magnets, stickers, wallets, coffee mugs and lots more,
all bearing the MINI5280 club logos. Many items are available in multiple styles and colors.
Club store website: www.cafepress.com/mini5280

Only $1
Above Cost!
Getting in an accident is stressful enough. Looking for the right place to have your Mini repaired shouldn't be. At
Rallye Coach Works, our goal is to provide you with the best service from the moment you walk in the door.
Whether it's repairing a couple of dings, a fender bender or major collision repair after a serious accident, we'll take
care of your car as if it were our own. We also promise that you and your insurance company are kept in the loop
every step of the way. No stress. No Hassles. No Kidding. That's our promise. We're a Ralph Schomp approved
vendor and MIMI 5280 members get a free Mini detail with $1000.00 or more of bodywork. Call us at 303761
4401. Visit our website at www.rallyecoachworks.com

MINI5280 Member Classifieds
(To list your MINI parts for sale, email secretary@MINI5280.org)

For
Sale

List your MINI item/s for sale here! Just send an email to secretary@mini5280.org with a
description and photo of what you're selling and it will appear right here!
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MINI5280 | PO Box 572 | Eastlake | CO | 80614
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