MINI5280 Newsletter- April 2016
Hi there, this is just a reminder that you’re receiving this email because you are a MINI5280 club member. Don’t forget to ad d secretary@mini5280.org to
your address book so we’re sure to land in your inbox!
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Be warned that there might very well be too many pictures in this
newsletter. However, I’m pleased to say that I think it’s greatly indicative of
the submissions that have been coming to my inbox. Thank you for making
this newsletter and club better and more fun each month!
On a more discerning note, some recent feedback has raised concern for
the officers. We’d like to acknowledge the MINI community’s vast fortune in
having a variety of options for our service needs and respect for each
other’s choices. We’d like to remind our members that as representatives
of MINI5280 we should be mindful of the delivery of our opinions and have
good manners by being courteous and respectful of a host in his or her own
house.
Remember that the DUE DATE FOR NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS IS
THE 1ST OF THE MONTH. If I don’t get it, you won’t see it! And please
know that you’re whole-heartedly encouraged to email all newsletter
submissions, feedback, questions, and any ideas for the club to
secretary@mini5280.org.

Club Links
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Diana Peterman
MINI5280 Secretary

8.

Website: http://mini5280.org/
Facebook: MINI5280
A Facebook place for members to talk
about all things MINI: MINI5280
Conversations
A Facebook place to check on club drives
and events: MINI5280 Club Drives
A Facebook place for members to post
classifieds: MINI5280 Buy/Sell/Trade
Our national event: MINIs In the Mountains
Our sister club: MiniCOW- Minis of
Colorado and Wyoming
A local classic Mini club: Minis of the
Rockies (MOTR)

Please welcome our new members…
IN THIS MONTH’s MINItainment!
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Greetings all MINI5280 Members, Enthusiasts, Fans, MINIacs and
MINIons!
March is typically the Front Range of Colorado’s snowiest month of the
year and this year didn’t disappoint with a late 03/23 storm of 20 or more
inches in the area. Some of the biggest snow storms have occurred during
the month of March in Denver history with the last one in 2003 which
resulted in the most snow ever for the month with 35.2”. We will
undoubtedly need some snow this month, to help make up for the lack of
snow for the winter season so far and help alleviate the wildland fire threat
which rears its ugly head every spring, but we’ve managed quite well in terms of getting out with the
MINI5280 crew for a variety of March drives and events including:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

5th - Leprechaun Run down to Guffey, CO and the Rolling Thunder Cafe.
6th - MINI5280 Monthly Meeting and Tech Session - Denver, CO.
12th - MINICOW Frozen Dead Guy Run - Nederland, CO.
14th - Pies on “Pi” Day - Wheat Ridge, CO.
16th -20th - Denver Auto Show (DAS) - Ask Me About My MINI - Denver, CO.

There were additional meetings and get-togethers with the MINICOW and MOTR groups as well. So,
as you can see, we’re an active and hard-working, fully volunteer based bunch spreading and
enjoying all sorts of MINI FUN! If you haven’t been out with us, you may want to check your calendar.
Chances are there’s a MINI event coming up and you should join us. :)
With the above being said, here’s a preview of our April events:
1.
2.
3.
4.

16th - Rambler Ranch Tax Relief MINI Drive, Museum Tour & Monthly Meeting - Ken Caryl, CO.
10th – Pint’s Pub On A Sunday – Denver, CO
23rd – MiniCOW F.E. Warren and Historic Governor’s Mansion Tour
? — Are you thinking about putting together a drive or event? - Let us know, we’re happy to help!

In closing, we’ve also been busy little MINI elves creating, designing, and delivering new, custom
MINI5280 “schwag stuff” for our members. Pens, keychains, notepads, tagging cards and COOL new
stickers and magnets! We’re catching up on our inventory and mailing these goodies this week
(04/04-04/08) to 30+ new members - thank you for joining and your patience! Additionally, we’re
working on programs for our renewing members as well as designing a new online ordering site. Stay
tuned, it won’t be long before you can purchase all sorts of MINI5280 schwag electronically!
Onward & Upward ~ Motor On!
Chris Chappell
president@mini5280.org
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Greetings all MINI5280 members. I thought that this topic was important to share this with you;
Dealers & Independents. (MINI Service)
Earlier last month (March '16) I was greeted with an email complaint from one of our long-term MINI5280
members (confidentiality respected) concerning their recent experience while getting their MINI serviced
at the local Denver dealership; Schomp MINI. The reason he decided to write me was as follows
(paraphrasing):
"Chris, I was at Schomp MINI last week to have a bunch of things done on my car. When I asked about
the "5280 MINI.Org discount", one of the parts managers (or the parts manager) expressed some
reluctance and gave me an eye roll. (To be fair, I was paying $2700 for parts and service).
The issue, I learned is that at a recent function where 5280 drivers were at Schomp, in the presence of
their GM, someone from 5280 announced to everyone that we needed to support the independent garages
in favor of the dealerships.
This was not well-received by the management at Schomp, I'm told. The message heard by the GM
basically was to encourage MINI5280 members to get their car work done at other garages, rather than at
Schomp Mini.
Schomp has been great to me and I really wouldn't want to see them withdraw or reduce the level of
support they've shown for our club.
Sorry to be the bearer of such a story but if we don't know we've stepped on someone's toes, how will we
know to say "sorry"...
I responded and apologized to this member immediately and told them that I would make a call and a
personal visit to the GM at Schomp, which I did, to talk about this issue and to try to smooth things over.
This incident was the 2nd time I'd heard this story and, in my mind, needed to be addressed as soon as
possible.
When I spoke to the GM as well as other Schomp MINI executives, they were quite upset about this story
and topic. Essentially, their response to me, was that if we, MINI5280, want their dealer support (which is
VERY important in club funding, event sponsorship $$, etc.) then, in turn, they (Schomp) expect us to
support them and their service department. Not by necessarily sending all MINI business their way but at
least being fair in service referral and review. In my mind, a fair perspective and position if we want a
mutually beneficial (club/dealer) relationship.
My perspective is as follows:
1. I am concerned about this from an aggregate club relationship with our dealers - Schomp MINI and
MINI Of Loveland (MOL). This is not the message we want to send, believe in, or support.
2. I believe that what we all (officers and members) need to remember is that this is a MINI community a small community. And as a community we all need and should support each other.
3. Schomp & MOL dealerships primarily sell and service (under warranty) the vehicles. Some members
choose to have their cars serviced solely at the dealers for the entire length of lease or MINI ownership.
There is nothing wrong with this and the use of MINI factory trained technicians servicing MINIs. In fact,
here are a few reasons why this is applicable:
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Ongoing Schomp MINI Service Benefits (agnostic of facility)
New-model MINI loaner vehicles.
Same-day/walk-in appointments (in many cases).
Rapid repair turnaround times.
Factory-trained technicians who love and care for your car as much as you do.
Factory-trained service advisors.
Original-equipment MINI parts.
MINI-specific tools and special diagnostic equipment.
Courtesy car wash and vacuum with any service.
Monthly coupons and discounts.
Limitless shuttle service.
Comfortable waiting area and walkable local infrastructure.
Ongoing commitment to support our community and partners.
**Additionally, as I've done price comparisons (I use both the dealer and independents), the dealerships
and independent shops are comparable in service and price.**
Takeaway: I have worked, and continue to strive for a good, continuously growing, mutually beneficial
(club/dealer) relationship. The dealers are important to our club's survival, growth and financial support
(present and future) of our club drives and events. I will ask you, as club members, to please recognize
this relationships as important and vital in allowing all of our members the greatest opportunity in
enjoying their MINI ownership experience. There is a place and plenty of room for both dealerships and
independent shops to co-exist in a balanced way. I believe, and I hope you share my sentiments, that WE
need to recognize, foster and offer mutual respect to MINI service choices and continuously value what
each (dealerships and independents) brings to the MINI community.
Thank you for your time, consideration and membership in our GREAT MINI5280 club. Please feel free to
write to me (confidentially of course) president@mini5280.org if you'd like to share your thoughts,
opinions or viewpoint.
Onward & Upward ~ Motor On!
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Leprechaun Run –March 5
-the following pics submitted by Jamie Shope

Sarah Murphy and kids were awarded for Best Costume while Debbie Ratliff is photographed with a Consolation Prize.
-the following submitted by Rhonda Johnson
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Group photo at the Rolling Thunder Cloud Café. -submitted by Bob Burgess

-submitted by Diana Peterman
Jamie Shope’s 6th Annual Leprechaun Run was a greatly anticipated sensation. MINIs and people
alike were decorated in all things green as we twisted around on this beautiful day. Everyone was in
great spirits as Jamie handed out beads and awards were given for best dressed at our rendezvous
point in Morrison, The Fort. Jamie led us down 285 and over to Guffey, Colorado where we were
especially spoiled by the owners of the Rolling Thunder Cloud Café to smoked BBQ in a delightfully
quaint setting with plenty of deer right in their backyard!
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There were 9 deer spending a lazy Saturday afternoon out behind the Cafe.

March Meeting –March 6
-submitted by Diana Peterman

Our March meeting was hosted at Avalon Motorsports who treated 30 members from MINI5280 to
bagels, fruit, coffee, and juice. Members mingled and munched before the meeting which was then
followed by a tech session with Brian Peterman, Avalon’s shop foreman and newsletter contributor of
Brian’s Bulletin. David Ratliff’s Clubman was featured on a lift, a rare pleasure, which gave members
a chance to see the underbelly of the machines we love so much. We’re thrilled with the success of
the event and recognize that many questions were unanswered due to the awesome turnout, but we
do have other ideas for similar meets so you’re sure not to miss out!
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Frozen Dead Guy Run with MiniCOW –March 12
-submitted by Diana Peterman

For years I’ve wanted to go to this event, but for one reason or another I never made it until this year.
It must have been because I was meant to go with fun people. Very simply in a quote direct from the
website, “The home-grown frosty fest pays homage to Bredo Morstol, who is frozen in a state of
suspended animation and housed in a Tuff Shed on dry ice high above Nederland.” Here are some
pictures from the event. I wasn’t positioned well to get a variety of shots of the parade or anything
decent from coffin races, but the Polar Plunge was fun to photograph. Click on this link
Frozen
Dead Guy Days for more information about the background of the event.
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Meet Brian Cochrane. Brian has a sweet tooth. Brian likes to chase Girl Scouts down a
crowded street to buy cookies off their red wagon. Go Brian.
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Pies on Pi Day –March 14
-submitted by Rhonda Johnson

MINI5280 celebrated Pi Day on 3.14 along with the rest of the world. MINIs, a Honda, and a Scion
decided to start the evening off at iPie, a locally owned pizza restaurant in Wheat Ridge. The pies
there were absolutely delicious. Pizza Pete, the Chief Ins”pie”ration Officer greeted the MINI group
and talked a bit about the origins of iPie. Pizza Pete thanked the MINIs for their patronage and said
we were welcome at anytime to visit his pizza shop.
Our next pie stop was supposed to be Humble Pie on east Colfax, but we were warned by Diana,
who got there shortly before us, that Humble Pie was sold out of the sweet pies we were headed that
way to have for dessert. After a quick MINI huddle (sorry Erin!!), we changed plans and headed for
Village Inn. Once we all made it to Village Inn, we nervously picked two possible choices for pie,
because the waitress said everyone had been in for pie that day. Fortunately, we were all able to get
our first choice, and even in one case we were able to get BOTH choices for dessert pie!
Thanks to everyone for coming out on a weeknight to enjoy a fun, pie-filled evening!
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Denver Auto Show -March 16-20
-submitted by Heather Heick
The 2016 Denver Auto Show was a blast, per usual! This was my second year attending as an
ambassador for Schomp MINI and it was such an honor to be able to share my love of MINIs to nonminiacs and miniacs alike. I got to see the Wongs again, who I met last year at the show and
expressed their love of the group and how nice everyone was to them. They are going to buy another
MINI and join the club again! The music acts were great. We had Rob Drabkin, who was my fave, and
a cool water/fog mister you could walk under. I think our booth was (AGAIN!) one of the coolest there
and Ian Flanagan’s classic was probably the most memorable for the attendees, including the little
ones! Congrats Schomp on a job well done!

Spring Blizzard -March 23
Here are a few accounts from the blizzard.

Whilst motoring to the Denver Auto Show on Saturday,
March 19, I started a right turn and discovered a patch
of ice. I said, “Right turn”, but physics said, “Nope,”
and went straight to hit a curb.
The impact was noisy, but we peeled off the curb and
everything seemed okay. I pulled over to inspect
Seger and besides the wheel rash he seemed fine. No
body damage; the tire was scuffed but not bulged or
ripped; the JCW lip was unharmed and no alarms
were displayed on the Message Center. I thought I
had really lucked out!
We stopped for a cup of coffee so I could unclench
after the incident, Seger got complemented and then
we stopped for fuel....
Immediately after starting the motor a yellow steering
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wheel with an exclamation point pictogram was displayed on the tachometer with a "Steering Assist
Has Malfunctioned" message on the screen. The steering wheel was extremely hard to turn. My first
car had been a Chevy C-10 pickup with manual steering; this was worse than that.
Restarting the motor had no effect so I called Schomp MINI to get an appointment. I drove him
gingerly to the dealership and they took him in right away. Their diagnosis was that wheel, hub and
steering rack needed to be replaced. The insurance adjuster saw Seger on Monday and USAA cut a
$3600 check Friday.
While he was in the shop I went ahead and had the MINI rally lights and LED Halos I'd been
eyeballing for a year installed, so Seger came back stronger than before. –Mike Hillier

Good ole Wyoming mud. –Jim Taylor

Snowflakes on Snowflake! –Erin Shay

Poor Dusty. –Melissa Benson

A lonely MINI. –Kendall Gelner
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Fenton’s fenders: same piece broken on both
sides. –Diana Peterman

“We visited Cancun, Mexico during the week of the most recent Colorado snowstorm. And what was
a visit without finding the nearest MINI Cooper dealership? We stopped by to visit. They didn’t have
any specific “MINI Cancun” merchandise, but of course we gave them a bunch of new ideas for future
visitors. While in town, we even managed to find this beat-up phone booth outside of a hurricanedamaged hotel.” –Teena and Rich Craighill

-submitted by Debbie Ratliff

1966-68 ARRC Champion: Purple People Eater- PART 1
This 1965 Austin Cooper 1257 "S" raced by Richard
McDaniel won the American Road Race of Champions*
three consecutive years. McDaniel was awarded the
prestigious President’s Cup in 1968. The "Team Overseas
Motors" shared in the history with both cars being a force to
be reckoned with back in the day.
After 17 years storage, Robert Merrill purchased and
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restored the Mini to 1967 ARRC winning form including the tree on the driver's door. The design was
originally added following a race where McDaniel was run off the track and hit a small tree. In the
sixties no other Mini approached the record of the "Purple People Eater".
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
1966
1966
1967
1968

ARRC Riverside 1st C-Sedan
ARRC Daytona 1st C-Sedan
ARRC Riverside 1st C-Sedan
Winner of the President’s Cup
ARRC Daytona
ARRC Atlanta
Trans-Am Races:
Marlboro 12 hour enduro
Polar Prix
Trans Am Green Valley
Trans Am War Bonnet

Richard McDaniel
Richard McDaniel
Richard McDaniel
Gerold Brown
Gerold Brown
Pedro Rodriquez

With the last of the spring snows making their stand, the poll this month asked members about who
swaps their wheels for the winter.

Snow tires: Yes or No?
36%

64%

yes

no
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Springtime MINI Checkup

Winter can be pretty rough on MINIs. I know it was on Fenton: cracked windshield, missing fender
trim, a new noise in the suspension, and down on power just to name a few. The spring is a good
time to do something nice; a fresh start to say “Thank You” to your MINI for getting you through
another winter. Here is a short list of thank yous that I recommend doing to show your MINI how
much you appreciate him.
Get an interior and exterior detail.
It’s no secret how rough the winter is on the exterior of the vehicle. You have mag chloride
everywhere; all the sand and salt that has been kicked up and thrown all over your MINI, this can do
some pretty serious damage to the paint and trim. Not to mention you have been bringing all of that
winter inside of the vehicle for months. You don’t want to be carrying all that old winter around with
you in the springtime. And everyone knows that a clean car runs better.
Get a vehicle inspection performed.
Because of the wear that winter has on your MINI during the winter an inspection will point out any
new issues that were caused from the last few months. While a springtime inspection is not usually
any different than an inspection performed any other time during the year, there are some parts and
systems that suffer more in the winter months than others like the battery, suspension and anything
that has rubber, like suspension bushings, wipers, belts, etc. This inspection should include charging
and testing battery, inspecting the accessory drive belt, checking for leaks, checking for any stored
faults in the computers, checking the brakes, inspecting the suspension and checking the exterior
lights.
Get an alignment check.
Remember all of those pot holes and icebergs you ran over this winter? It doesn’t take much to throw
a vehicle’s alignment out of whack. Your MINIs alignment is measured with an accuracy of .01 (one
hundredth) of a degree. I recommend getting an alignment check twice a year to keep abreast of
things, but the bare minimum is once a year. A MINI out of alignment will chew up tires quickly and
can cause weird handling issues. It would be a good time to get an alignment when swapping over to
summer tires. Just a slight difference of tread depth can be enough to put your MINI out of alignment.
Do something fun for your MINI. While it’s important to keep up on your MINI’s maintenance, it’s
also important to remember why we drive MINIs: to have fun. The springtime would be a good time to
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do that upgrade you have been thinking about. Tint? Performance program? Cold air intake?
Performance exhaust? Replace the racing stripes?
If at all possible, I would recommend getting all if this done in one visit. That way it will be like you are
getting back a brand new, happy MINI.
As always,
Happy Motoring!
Brian Peterman
BMW/MINI Master Technician
Shop Foreman at Avalon Motorsports
Msportdoctor@gmail.com

-by Diana Peterman

New Member Word Search

Samantha Lehr
Jessica Hackett
Russ Circle
Kelly Circle
Ron Brauch

Rick Patch
Alan Harman
Michael Norris
Mimi Sacone

March MINItainment answer:

Windsor parked her blue
Convertible on the LEFT.

Milo parked his red
Countryman in the MIDDLE.
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Sam parked his green
Clubman on the RIGHT.

See the new and updated calendar of events on our website! Click the link below to check out the
calendar on the MINI5280 website.
MINI5280 Calendar

7 April
MiniCOW: Monthly Meeting (@ Five Guys in Cheyenne)
16 April
Tax Relief/Rambler Ranch MINI Drive & Museum Tour
23 April
MiniCOW: F.E. Warren tour and Museum / Historic Gov. Mansion
7 May
MINI Run for the Roses
11-15 May MINIs on the Dragon
14 May
Cussler's Last Stand ~ MINI Drive, Tour & Lunch!
21 May
Exclusive tour of Schomp MINI’s New Facility
27 May
MINI5280 9th Annual Climb Mt Evans Drive
28-30 May 2nd Annual Mini Rushmore trip to the Black Hills
4 June
MINI5280 June Meeting at Cars and Coffee
11 June
MINI5280 & Man Cave Auto Detail Demonstration
18 June
MiniCOW Brass & Chrome Shoot and Car Show
23 June
LARADON Car Show and Carnival
9-23 July
MTTS (MINI Takes the States); in Cheyenne 19th/20th
30 July
Rocky Mountain Vintage Racing invites MINI5280 / 6th Annual Race Against
Kids’ Cancer - 07/30, 31, 2016 at HPR (Road Captain Needed!)
26-29 Aug Mini5280 4 Day/3 Night SW Colorado Most Excellent Adventure
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Does your MINI want a chance in the spotlight? Show it off! Send a few pictures of you and/or
your MINI along with a brief description to secretary@mini5280.org and they will be featured in
the following month's newsletter!
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