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 MINI5280 Newsletter- July 2016 
 

Hi there, this is just a reminder that you’re receiving this email because you are a MINI5280 club member. Don’t forget to add secretary@mini5280.org to 
your address book so we’re sure to land in your inbox! 

 

 

 
Hi there! 
 
June was chock full o’activity, so there’s a lot to peruse this month. We had a 
healthy bit of spousal competition between Carl and Rhonda Johnson over who had 
more newsletter submissions. Each submitted three pieces for What Happened Last 
Month, however Rhonda takes the cake with her Yalla Yalla article. Maybe next time 

Carl! 
 
A few highlights to look for: 

 adding family members to your membership 

 our updated merchandise market at CafePress 

 info about this year’s Yalla Yalla 
 
I’d also like to thank from the bottom of my heart the new and renewing members for 
their steadfast patience with regard to their member packets. Literally over the 
Independence Day weekend I received the final bit of inventory that we were 
awaiting to put together the packets for all of you through June sign-up. There are a 
lot of packets to build and ship, so over the next couple of weeks I will be getting 
those to you! 
 
Remember that the DUE DATE FOR NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS IS THE 1

ST
 

OF THE MONTH. If I don’t get it, you won’t see it! Please email all newsletter 

submissions, feedback, questions, and any ideas for the club to 
secretary@mini5280.org.  
 
Diana Peterman 
MINI5280 Secretary 

 
 Welcome New Members 

 President’s Message 

 Add Family Members to Your Membership 

 MINI5280 Merchandise 

 What Happened Last Month 

 Mini History 

 Brian’s Bulletin 

 MINItainment 

 Currently Scheduled Upcoming Events (and 
more!) 

 
 
 

1. Website: http://mini5280.org/ 
2. Facebook: MINI5280 
3. A Facebook place for members to talk 

about all things MINI: MINI5280 
Conversations 

4. A Facebook place to check on club drives 
and events: MINI5280 Club Drives 

5. A Facebook place for members to post 
classifieds: MINI5280 Buy/Sell/Trade 

6. Our national event: MINIs In the Mountains 
7. Our sister club: MiniCOW- Minis of 

Colorado and Wyoming 
8. A local classic Mini club: Minis of the 

Rockies (MOTR)  
  

 
 

Please welcome our new members… 
 

 Bob Krugmire 

 Tonie Mattox 

 Cristina Certano 

 Andrea Myers 

 Ken Heise 

 Lois Moskowitz 

 Lindy Tade 

 Solomon Chambers 

 Linda Cassaday 

 Jennifer Folley 
 
 

IN THIS ISSUE 

Club Links 

mailto:secretary@mini5280.org
mailto:secretary@mini5280.org
http://mini5280.org/
https://www.facebook.com/MINI5280/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MINI5280Conversations/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MINI5280Conversations/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/408173135952199/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MINI58280.Buy.Trade.Sell/
http://minisinthemountains.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/minicow/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/minicow/
http://www.minisrock.com/
http://www.minisrock.com/
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Greetings all MINI5280 Members, supporters, MINIACS! 
 
Goodbye June, hello July! It's been a great month of miles, smiles 
and unique events. Now it's time for 4th of July celebrations, MINIs 
Takes the States (MTTS), the end of MINI Defy-Labels (whew), 
vacations, family gatherings and planning for a number of end of 
summer events, including Yalla Yalla and next year's MINIs In The 
Mountains!   
 
Unfortunately, and largely because of the size and scope of MTTS 
(over 4,500 registrants), as well as the attendance of many 

MINI5280 members participating in various legs of the event from July 9th - 23rd, we do not have 
many individual club events scheduled. However, rest assured that we have events every weekend in 
August and you, our members, are welcome to plan and create an event of your choosing should the 
club's schedule not jibe with your own. 
 
Either way, have fun, be safe and Motor On! 
 
Onward & Upward, 
 
Chris Chappell 
president@mini5280.org  
 
P.S. Lisa and I are getting married 07/09 and will be enjoying an extended honeymoon for the month 
of July. Maybe we'll see you on the road. If not, we're back in town August 1st! :) 
 

 
Most of you know that a MINI5280 membership is a household membership, but you can add other 
members of the household and their emails to your MSR account so that they, too, receive the 
newsletter and can register for events such as MINIs In the Mountains. Please follow the very simple 
instructions below from MINI5280 webmaster Rick Gonzales to add another family member to your 
account: 
  
1. Login into your account on Motorsportreg.com.  
2. Go to My Account and click the green ‘Add another person’. This adds another profile (and email) 

to your account. This will become necessary next year for MITM registration (unless your co-driver 
stays home). 

 

mailto:president@mini5280.org
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We are very excited to announce our newly improved store at CafePress! Available to choose from 

are our two newest logo designs and one older one for nostalgia. Just click on the logo of your choice 

and see what fun things you can order from t-shirts, hoodies, coffee mugs, teddy bears, laptop 

sleeves, tote bags and more! 

Click the following link to get the goods now: 

MINI5280 CafePress Store 
 

 

 

MiniCOW and MINI5280 are partnering to have a t-shirt fundraiser 

to commemorate the Cheyenne stop of MINI Takes the States 

(MTTS). The proceeds will be equally divided between the two 

clubs which will then donate their portion of earnings to the non-

profit charity of their choosing.  

 

Order your T-Shirt here: 

 

MTTS 2016 Cheyenne Stop T-shirt 
 
 

http://www.cafepress.com/mini5280
https://teespring.com/MTTS2016Cheyenne
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Southwest MINIfest- June 2 
-submitted by Mike Hillier 

 

    
At Jerome, a bad turn resulted in lost MINIs but there are still 100+ here. 

 
Seger and I went to Prescott, AZ for SW MINIFest 2016 which ran from 2-5 Jun. We missed the first 
day and the "Run For Congress" but made the run ourselves on the way in. Going from Congress, AZ 
to Prescott, is 45 miles of scenic looks to the south and west into Prescott National Forest. The road 
has some moderate twisties near Prescott and was a good warm up for my passengers who had 
never seen a MINI in its element.  
  
Arriving in Prescott we stopped to check in with the event staff which went very smoothly and the 
swag bags had copper mugs with the event logo on them. Copper is one of the five C's Arizona 
prides itself on and I was especially pleased with the mug and bought a spare. 
  
The first event we attended was a meet at the Heritage Zoo and MINIs filled the parking lot and we 
had complete access to the zoo. Staff presented two animals and gave the group facts and the SW 
MINIFest Crew held drawings for several gift cards from MINI vendors. 
  
Later in the evening was the Takeover Of Whisky Row, but after a great meal at the Lone Spur Cafe 
and listening to live music in the park, I was wiped out and went to rest up to meet the next day's run 
to Jerome, AZ. 
  
Up early for the Jerome Run, we marshaled up at a Starbucks and left for the 40 mile run to Jerome, 
AZ, a former copper town with 100+ MINIs on Route 89A. City traffic played havoc with the group, but 
we got out with about 9 MINIs, then a misstep in navigation put us on the wrong course. Happily, the 
sweeper put out a radio call and got us back on course. The roads were twisty, fun and the MINIs 
came to play so the run was fast. After a walk around town, we set out for a solo run back to Prescott 
that was more spirited :-) and got ready for the British themed party in the evening. 
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The get-together dinner took place in Prescott on Whisky Row. Several sponsors and some Motorers 
put money on the bar and a good time was had by all. 
  
On the last day of the event was a car show and vendors set up tents to sell MINI related and some 
not-so-related wares. A trailer mounted dyno was on hand for those MINIs that wished make some 
pulls. I wanted to get a Manic stage one tune done by Eurotechs, but the required files couldn't be 
found in time so that remains on my wish list. I'm not sure how the voting for the car show was 
performed, but Seger wasn't in form to compete that's for sure.  
  
At the dinner it was announced another club was going to host the next event and the location would 
be in Valencia, CA with the dates TBD. 
 

                     
My niece Kinsey handing out maps        Forming up and getting caffeinated… 
for the run. She counted 114 MINIs.   

 
 

11
th

 Annual Car Show at the American Legion Auxiliary –
June 4 

-submitted by Rhonda Johnson 
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MINI5280 had a great showing at the 11th Annual Car Show of the American Legion Auxiliary. We 
were invited by Nadine and Terrie Mapes to show off our awesome little rides on a very hot Saturday 
morning. Our club had 10 MINIs make an appearance for the show. Although there wasn't a lot of 
traffic due to multiple other car shows in the area that day, we still had fun hanging out and talking 
amongst ourselves. There were several MINIs that were waved down as they passed the show and 
they would stop to talk to us too.  We even had a young couple (with two MINIs) that Brian Cochrane 
had met the day before show up just to talk MINI with us.  At the show, we completely outnumbered 
the rest of the vehicles there. For judging purposes, we scratched out the motorcycle category and 
added MINI.  After all the votes were tallied our new member Ian Patrick won best MINI at the show. 
Congrats to Ian and Samantha (his MINI's name)!   
 
                                                                                              

Monthly Meeting and Elbert Excursion –June 4 

-submitted by Ray Gross 

 
We gathered at the monthly Town Center First Saturday Car Show on the 4th of Jun. This monthly 
event usually draws of 150-200 cars of various types. We had Hot Rods, new cars, in-work cars and 
other that just wanted to join in. The MINI5280 folks joined in with this monthly sponsor club-the Pikes 
Peak Little British Car Club. We had the MINIs lined up with MGs, Triumphs and even a Jag. 
 
We only had a small group due to many other events going on in Colorado. We had some folks from 
Denver, Castle Rock and Colorado Springs. We got to visit with many other car folks, walk around 
and see the many other cars.  Near the end of the car show we gathered for a short meeting to 
discuss some of the other upcoming events. 
 
At the end of the show we headed east for a short ride. We drove out past Peyton then up Elbert Hwy 
then onto Hwy 67 into Castle Rock. The roads did not have too many twists, but we did get a nice ride 
on the Colorado plains. There were a lot of horse farms and countryside. 
 
The ride ended at Rockyard American Grill & Brewing Company. We all enjoyed a great lunch and 
visited for a while. It was a beautiful day and we were able to fit in a car show, ride and lunch.   
 
Thanks to all that came out and joint our event.   

 
 

Torchy’s Stapleton Grand Opening –June 6  
-submitted by Rhonda Johnson 

 

What is better than a great evening of conversation, free food, and free drinks??  An evening of free 
food and free drinks with MINI friends, that's what! On June 6th, a group of MINI5280 friends attended 
the opening of Torchy's Tacos. It's the second store in the Denver area for the Austin-based 
restaurant. The stormy weather that night cleared right as we arrived at our gathering spot to motor 
on over to Torchy's. There was a line of course...why wouldn't there be for free stuff? While we 
chatted in line, Torchy's employees kept bringing us trays of queso dip with chips and the Ah-
MAZING guacamole and chips.  Another employee brought around shirts for us. Those weren't free: 
the price to get a shirt was to dance. So of course we did!  After a couple of hours of playing and 
eating in line, we were able to get inside and order MORE food and drinks!  We had such a great time 
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and we are looking forward to the other Torchy's stores opening up in the area. Be on the lookout, 
because we will definitely be there. 
 

    

    
 
 

Man Cave Auto Detail Demo –June 11  
 -submitted by Chris Chappell 

 

 
 

On Saturday, June 11th, 23 MINIACS showed up at The Man Cave Auto Detailing Center in 
Westminster for a demonstration of the proper way to wash, wax and professionally detail your MINI. 
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Mike Hillier was the lucky volunteer who got to have his MINI, Seger, detailed by professionals Ryan 
& J.R. We then had a tour of the facility and a good discussion regarding club activities and updates - 
including a great overview of the Telluride Cars & Colors Event (9/29 - 10/02) by event and organizing 
representative Ray Cody. Additionally, we also had the pleasure of meeting new club members Ian, 
Ryan, and Jerry along with their friend Mark.  
 
After the session we motored over to Three Margaritas and had a great lunch.  
 

  
 

The Champions Free Outdoor Concert –June 16 
-submitted by Carl Johnson 

 
The Flat Irons Summer concert series has begun! New member Mary with her new Clubman, Cait, 
Rhonda, and Carl had great seats to see The Champions. They played everything from Joan Jett, 
The Cars, a wicked Boston Long time, and more. Here is their demo: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9SeWSJ6mktI Gordon Biersch had hamburgers, fries and beer for 
sale. The weather cooperated with the sun going behind a building pretty quickly. Many people were 
up dancing and having fun, and we enjoyed people watching. One couple was so into dirty dancing 
and were the only couple up there moving to the post-concert music. Undaunted, Cait stepped up in 
front with them for photo op. We were next to another couple and jokingly asked them why they were 
not up there also. Their response, “Because we have a room at home!” If you are interested, there 
are other upcoming concerts at Flat Irons and other venues. New ones will pop up at short notice if it 
looks like we can make it. We have been hitting The Prospect in Longmont on Monday evenings too.  

 

      
 

https://www.facebook.com/mike.hillier.104
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9SeWSJ6mktI
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MINI5280 Members On the Highest Paved Road in North 
America –June 17 

  -submitted by Rick Gonzales 

 

 
 
The drivers and passengers of seventeen MINIs participated in the 9th annual MINI5280 Mount 
Evans Drive, over The Highest Paved Road in North America. This year’s late opening drive was 
June 17th due to the late Mount Evans opening and a busy MINI5280 event schedule. Even if Mount 
Evans was opened on time, annual drives were sometimes limited to the Summit Lake area, just 4 
miles from the top. This year the entire road was open on our chosen club ride day. For several new 
MINI5280 members, this was one of their first club rides. Round buttons depicting a mountain goat 
and the Mount Evans altitude were handed out to all drivers and passengers. 
 
The Mount Evans Road, beginning at the Echo Lake entrance, starts at about 10,600 ft. and 17 miles 
later tops out at the 14,130 ft. summit. The road begins in a forest of pine trees and, after a few 
hairpin turns, begins climbing along a narrow route without guardrails. It’s a real eye-opener as much 
of the views out the windows seem to be skyward. A perfect road for MINIs! 
 
As the summit was reached, several herds of adult and young mountain goats were grazing along the 
road and seemingly posing for photos as the MINIs slowly passed by. Perfect photos for all. 
 
After about 30 minutes, our destination and turn-around point, the 14,130 ft. summit parking lot was 
reached. The air is fresh (and thin) on top. A short hike from the parking lot is all it takes to bag a 
14’er, as the highest point is 14,271 ft. The 100-mile views in all directions were spectacular on this 
sunny June morning. While Denver, only 35 miles east (as the crow flies) was already heating up 
toward 80+ degrees, Mount Evans was a cool 44 degrees and breezy. 
 
The descent is just as exciting (who needs guardrails?) and scenic as the twisty ascent. Maybe more 
so for some folks. With the natural light constantly changing due to the fast moving clouds and the 
terrain changing from treeless tundra to a thick forest, it seems like a different trip and route. 
 
A favorite of previous MINIs In The Mountains events, the Mount Evans Scenic Byway is a must-see 
(drive) for all MINI owners throughout the summer season. 
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Laradon Car Show and Carnival –June 23  
-submitted by Chris Chappell 

 

     
 

On the morning of 06/23, 15 members of our club, MINICOW and RMVR (Rocky Mountain Vintage 
Racing) gathered together at Laradon.org from 9:00am - 2:00pm to enjoy and be a part of the 
Laradon Car Show & Carnival to benefit the developmentally disabled community. Host Angela 
Rotello and her staff organized a fantastic event including the Colorado major sports teams mascots, 
Ms. Rodeo Colorado, a Ronald McDonald magic show, free lunch and desserts along with horseback 
rides, carnival games of chance and a variety of prizes!  
 
Laradon helps the developmentally disabled community and utilizes its vast network of qualified host 
homes and individuals to provide a safe and secure environment in order to help their community 
members live a happy and fulfilled life. MINI5280 is proud to be a supporter of their wonderful work 
and our attendees thoroughly enjoyed the event, food, creativity and hospitality! 
 
Thanks again to everyone who came out and enjoyed a great day. Hope to see you next year! 
  
 
 
 

http://laradon.org/
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-submitted by Deb Rich 

    
 
 
 
-submitted by Debbie Ratliff 
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Carhenge with MiniCOW –June 25 
-submitted by Rhonda Johnson 
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                                                                                                                      –photo credit Jim Taylor -   

 
 

How You Met My Mother –June 26  
-submitted by Nadine Mapes 

 
A small group of MINIs went for a short-notice drive on 6/26 up Boulder Canyon/Nederland/Coal 
Creek Canyon to give my mom - visiting from Germany for two short weeks - a taste of typical Mini 
fun! It was her very first drive and she held on quite tightly in the curves; turned a bit green on 
occasion, too. She probably expected more of a leisurely pace, but where's the fun in that?!? Thank 
you to Jamie, Debbie, David, and Rhonda for the awesome company! 
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FACE Free Outdoor Concert –June 27 
  -submitted by Carl Johnson, photo credit Jamie Shope 

 
On Monday, June 27th, a few MINI 
friends joined 5,000 people at FACE’s 
Longmont Prospect concert. The band 
gave another great performance with 
their standards and a couple new songs. 
They let everyone know they are now a 
full time band.  Members have quit their 
day time jobs to devote all their time to 
the band’s success.  It was great to see 
Jamie (thanks for the selfie!) and Ashley, 
David and Debbie, Cait, Rich and Tina, 
James and Kristan (with a cameo from 
the amazing Moxxi!), Victoria, and 
Rhonda. The wood-fired brick oven pizza 
several of us ordered was 
outstanding.  The weather was great, 
too. It was my new clubby Rocket’s first 
event. Concert, wood-fired pizza, great 

people laughing it up… what a nice evening. We will post other upcoming concerts and hope you can 
make one. 

 
 

The Nacho Men Free Outdoor Concert –June 30 
  -submitted by Carl Johnson  
 
 

A few MINI friends enjoyed The Nacho Men at Broomfield’s Flatirons. Brian, Diana, Cait, Rhonda and 
Carl had great seats. The forecasted rain never materialized and instead we had a cool evening for 
music. Gordon Biersch food and libations hit the spot. The band had special cameos by Michael 
Jackson, Mick Jaggar, and others.  There were songs by Prince that evoked lighters and phones with 
flame apps.  We all sang happy birthday to Kevin, an audience member affectionately called Johnny 
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Cash because of his black leather jacket.  We have more concerts planned.  Just check out the club 
pages.  
 
 

 
 
 

 

-submitted by Debbie Ratliff 
 

 (continued from June) 
 
Pedro Rodriguez 
 
Two-time Formula 1 and 24 Hour of Le Mans winner, 
Pedro Rodriguez drove this Mini Cooper S at the 
1966 South Polar Prix at Green Valley Raceway in 
Texas. Pedro likely would have won the race if not 
for a seized generator that knocked him out of the 
race short of the finish. Pedro did go onto to win BP 
in a last minute ride in a Shelby GT-350 that same 
weekend. It was reported that Pedro stayed after 
the event to receive his first place award in BP, and 
looked as happy as a novice who had just won his 

first regional. That’s my idea of a good guy! 
 
Pedro competed in 54 Formula 1 races, claiming two victories, first in 1967 at the South African 
Grand Prix, and again in 1970 at the Belgian Grand Prix along with 7 other podium finishes. 
Pedro was considered the best driver of his era in the wet, and after many years racing for Ferrari in 
the World Championship of Makes (Sports Cars), he signed for the Wyer-Gulf-Porsche team in 1970. 
He became the two-time world champion driver in the fearsome Porsche 917. 
   
1967 Trans-Am Race at Green Valley 
McDaniel competed in SCCA’s 1967 Trans-Am series at Green Valley raceway with the likes of Dan 
Gurney, Parnelli Jones, Mark Donohue and Roger Penske Racing. It was in this race that Dan 
Gurney won in the closest finish in Trans-Am history when he edged out his teammate Parnelli Jones 

http://www.minicooperrace.com/images/Pedro_Rodriguez-revised1280.jpg
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by less than three feet at the finish in the brand new Mercury Cougar. McDaniel finished a 
respectable 6th place in class. 
 
1968 Trans-Am Race at War Bonnet 
McDaniel raced alongside such greats as Mark Donohue, Parnelli Jones and Sam Posey in this 1968 
Trans-Am race in Oklahoma. 
 

         
 

          
 
 
 

 

MAP Controlled Thermostat 
 
I got asked a good question this month about a thermostat fault on a 2nd generation MINI. The 
question started out with, “Is it ok to drive until the part comes in?” and then evolved into how a 
thermostat can cause a fault. When someone says “thermostat” a picture of a metal disk with a spring 
usually pops into their head, but we have come a long way since those days. Today we have a 
thermostat that plays an important role in controlling engine temperature as well as fuel economy and 
performance. When it comes to the performance of your MINI I doubt that most would think about a 
thermostat playing any role in going fast.  
 
I suspect that most drivers know how a thermostat works, but to avoid putting the “ass” in assuming 
lets hit the highlights on how a thermostat works.  
 
An engine is more efficient at warmer temperatures and the faster you can get that engine to its 
operating temperature the better. The thermostat is a temporary restriction in the cooling system 
designed to heat up the engine quickly then when the coolant gets to a pre-determined temperature 
the thermostat will open and let the coolant fully circulate. A traditional thermostat uses an internal 
wax element and springs to open and close. This design has worked awesomely for years and has 
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been pretty much the standard for every manufacturer and for MINI until 2007 with the new 
generation prince style engines with the N12 and N14. One major issue with this set up is that the 
thermostat is either open or closed, on or off. While this is great for keeping the engine from 
overheating there is so much more we could do if we can vary the temperature of the engine 
depending on the demand.  
 
There is no secret that the more stuff you can put in the cylinder the faster you go. To make this 
happen you have some options: a bigger engine, forced induction (supercharger or turbo) or 
compressing (compacting) what is going in the cylinder. Forced induction does this with intercoolers 
using air or coolant, cooling the air going in the engine. The cooler the air the more stuff you can put 
in that cylinder. This also can be done with Methanol injection systems, but that decision is for 
another day. On the flip side of that, the hotter we get that engine the better fuel economy we can get. 
With the materials that are used in the design of the engine and the modern control systems that 
engine can get really hot, say 115° C or 240° F. Remember when over 180° F was considered 
overheating? 
 
A bunch of engineers got together and found that if we could control the temperature of the engine, 
depending on the demands of the driver, we could have a good balance of fuel economy and 
performance. Just like anything in life there is always a give and take. You just can’t have good fuel 
economy and high performance. I’m sorry, but this is just the way it is. This is where the engine 
module controlled thermostat came to be, the MAP thermostat.  
 
When we say MAP thermostat we are referring to the software behind controlling the thermostat to 
open and close. If you are just cruising down the highway we need to get that engine as hot as 
possible to grab that fuel economy, but when we slam the throttle we need to cool that engine to 
shove as much stuff as we can into that cylinder to get that performance that we all have come to 
expect and love. 
 
I grabbed a few pictures off the internet to show the differences between the two thermostats. With 
the MAP thermostat, the engine control module can control the wax element by heating it with an 
electrical current to open and close as demanded.  
 
       Normal thermostat                                                          Map controlled thermostat with the 
                                                                                               electrical connector.                        
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For you techy drivers out there here are some base line specs for operating a MAP thermostat: 
 

 Load signal (ti signal or injector on time signal) more than 5.8ms (milliseconds) part to full throttle 

 Engine temperature more than 113°C (235°F) 

 Intake air temperature more than 52°C (126°F) 

 Vehicle speed more than 110mph (knowing you guys, I’m guess your thermostats are working 
overtime) 

 
These thermostats have been problematic over the years. In my opinion, this has been a combination 
from a design in materials and an issue with the programming for the operation of the thermostat. 
When I first starting working at the BMW dealership in 2002, there were 30 cars in the parking lot 
waiting for new thermostats, some because of overheating and some from just a check engine light. 
Over the years I have seen many changes to the thermostat’s design and a few programming 
changes. Don’t think that this is a quality issue with the manufacturer, but a sign that the 
manufacturer is trying to deal with the EPA rules, good or bad.  
 
With the first generation MINIs the issue was mostly a leaking issue and a little bit of overheating. 
What we actually found was that it was a big issue with warping and pitting of the mounting surface 
for the thermostat on the side of the cylinder head. Warping is usually caused from overheating and 
pitting is caused from electrolysis from the coolant eating away at the aluminum in the cylinder head. 
With the second generation of the MAP thermostats, we had a combination of leaking, overheating 
and check engine lights. These issues have been addressed with multiple thermostat revisions and 
programming updates. Luckily for all of us, these issues were mostly taken care of during the first 
couple of years of the warranty. It’s rare that I will catch an old style thermostat or a programming 
issue these days.  
 
Like all of my write ups I’m not trying to scare anyone I just want to share what I see in the trenches. 
No check engine lights, no overheating, no coolant loss = all is good, enjoy the ride. A little trivia for 
you guys: my first job at BMW was to diagnose a check engine light that ended up being for a 
thermostat. I connected my oscilloscope to the signal wires to the thermostat to monitor the activation 
from the engine control module. Fresh out of technical school I wanted to impress my shop foreman 
with my awesome diagnostic abilities, but he was not impressed; he was irritated that I spent half a 
day finding the thermostat fault. He was right, but think about how cool it would have been if I found a 
glitch in the software.  
 
As Always,  
 
Happy Motoring! 
 
Brian Peterman 
BMW/MINI Master Technician 
Shop Foreman at Avalon Motorsports 
Msportdoctor@gmail.com  

mailto:Msportdoctor@gmail.com
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-by Diana Peterman and Rhonda Johnson 
 
Can you match up your fellow MINI5280 member with their extracurricular activity?

1. Don S.      

2. Nadine M.  

3. Jim T.        

4. Melissa B.  

5. John H.     

A. Ballet         

B. Blacksmith  

C. Gardening   

D. Leather craft  

E. Weight lifting  
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June MINItainment answers: 

 

1. In what year did MINI5280 get their wheels spinning?    2002 

2. Who was the first MINI5280 president?     Dave Bunting 

3. Where was the first MINIs In the Mountains (MITM) held?  Copper Mountain 

4. How many members were there at the end of the first year?  No known count, but there          

were 7 officers/board members at large. 

5. Who was the first female officer and what office did she hold? Kelsey Baker, secretary

 
See the new calendar of events on our website! Click the link below to check out the calendar on the 
MINI5280 website and add it to your Google Calendar. 
 

MINI5280 Calendar     
 

 7 July MiniCOW July Meeting in Loveland 

 9-23 July  MTTS (MINI Takes the States); in Cheyenne 19th/20th 

 21 July Free Concert: The 80s Band 

 30 July Rocky Mountain Vintage Racing invites MINI5280 / 6th Annual Race Against Kids’ 
Cancer - 07/30, 31, 2016 at HPR (Road Captain Needed!) 

 6 August Rambler Ranch Museum Tour/Monthly Meeting & Picnic 

 26-29 Aug  Mini5280 4 Day/3 Night SW Colorado Most Excellent Adventure 
 

 

-submitted by Rhonda Johnson and Melissa Benson 
 
It's BACK!!  Yalla Yalla will be held this year on November 5th! Schomp has once again agreed to 
sponsor our rally this year. We are really grateful they have stepped up again to have fun with us! 
  
What is Yalla Yalla, you ask?  Well, it is only the most fun, the most challenging, and 
The.Best.Rally.EVER! The goal of the Yalla Yalla organizers (Melissa and Rhonda) is to get you lost. 
Not just lost like, "Which direction am I heading?"  But more like, "OMG, Where the heck am I?" We 
had such a good time putting together last year's rally that we are already plotting and scheming for 
this year's event. Last year we had a photo scavenger hunt. This year will be different. No clues yet 
as to what we have planned, but we CAN tell you that there will be activities you will have to 
perform...in your MINI.   
  
Here are a few things you might need for Yalla Yalla: 
 

http://mini5280.org/calendar-2/
https://www.facebook.com/events/466718230187366/?ref=1&action_history=%5B%7B%22surface%22%3A%22permalink%22%2C%22mechanism%22%3A%22surface%22%2C%22extra_data%22%3A%5B%5D%7D%5D
https://www.facebook.com/events/466718230187366/?ref=1&action_history=%5B%7B%22surface%22%3A%22permalink%22%2C%22mechanism%22%3A%22surface%22%2C%22extra_data%22%3A%5B%5D%7D%5D
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 A Co-Pilot, or two, or three.  ;)  The more the merrier.  And if you get mad at someone, then at 
least you have someone else to talk to. 

 A sense of adventure!  You never know where you are going to go...Seriously, you won't! 

 A great sense of direction.  Oh never mind that, we will get you so turned around you won't know 
which way is UP!  

 Ego?  Nope, can't have that. 

 Your MINI!  Crucial part of the rally. 

 Radios.  Haha.. Who are you gonna talk to? The other lost MINI?   
  
Stay tuned for more updates and details. We will soon reveal the theme. Can't wait to send you all off 
into the unknown!! 
  
Melissa Benson & Rhonda Johnson  

                               
   Andy Autobee’s collection of Yalla Yalla badges.               2016 Design coming November 2016. 

 
 

#mini5280 
If you post your MINI5280-related photos to Instagram, please tag them with #mini5280 

 

What is Instagram? 

Instagram is an online mobile photo-sharing, video-sharing, and social networking service that enables its users to take pictures and videos, and share 

them either publicly or privately on the app, as well as through a variety of other social networking platforms, such as Facebook, Twitter, Tumblr, and 

Flickr. (Source: Wikipedia) 

 

 

 

 
Does your MINI want a chance in the spotlight? Show it off! Send a few pictures of you and/or 
your MINI along with a brief description to secretary@mini5280.org and they will be featured in 

the following month's newsletter! 
 

mailto:secretary@mini5280.org

