MINI5280 Newsletter- August 2016
Hi there, this is just a reminder that you’re receiving this email because you are a MINI5280 club member. Don’t forget to ad d secretary@mini5280.org to
your address book so we’re sure to land in your inbox!

IN THIS ISSUE

Hi there!
I bought Fenton in 2014 before I was aware of any MINI culture and just missed
States. I was looking forward to the opportunity of participating this year, but this late
in pregnancy I didn’t feel comfortable being far from home. Seeing all the posts
about MTTS was fun and the submissions I got in my inbox were great to read, too,
both for the nostalgia of places I’ve been to and to imagine where I haven’t yet been.
There were only three submissions for What Happened Last Month and though
there wasn’t much going on locally because of MTTS, this is still a lengthy issue.
There’s info on membership and renewal that many members were also asking me
about last month that I’ve included links for as well. Thank you for asking questions
and allowing us the opportunity to make things better and easier for you! Brian had a
computer malfunction and wasn’t able to get a Bulletin submitted, but has assured
that he will have something great for September.
Looking forward, we’re headed back to a full calendar with loads of scheduled
events and undoubtedly a bunch of pop-up activities as our members are known for.
Remember that the DUE DATE FOR NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS IS THE 1ST
OF THE MONTH. If I don’t get it, you won’t see it! Please email all newsletter
submissions, feedback, questions, and any ideas for the club to
secretary@mini5280.org.










Welcome New Members
President’s Message
Membership Info
What Happened Last Month
Congratulations Chris!
Brian’s Bulletin?
MINItainment
Currently Scheduled Upcoming Events (and
more!)
Yalla Yalla Update
MINI5280 Merchandise




Club Links
1.
2.
3.

4.
5.
6.
7.

Diana Peterman
MINI5280 Secretary

8.

Website: http://mini5280.org/
Facebook: MINI5280
A Facebook place for members to talk
about all things MINI: MINI5280
Conversations
A Facebook place to check on club drives
and events: MINI5280 Club Drives
A Facebook place for members to post
classifieds: MINI5280 Buy/Sell/Trade
Our national event: MINIs In the Mountains
Our sister club: MiniCOW- Minis of
Colorado and Wyoming
A local classic Mini club: Minis of the
Rockies (MOTR)

Please welcome our new members…






Brandon Blair
Matt Barsoum
Matthew Slavin
Sarah Austin
Jason McDaniel







Matthew Porter
Matt G
Cynthia Spilman
Matthew Anderson
Fred Marble
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Stacy Jordan
Mike Lawler
Dennis Burton

Greetings all MINI5280 members, friends and supporters!
Wow, we’re almost at the end of summer with a pretty warm, dry
July leading into the same for August. And with August’s 1st
weekend coming up we’ll be headed to Rambler Ranch in Elizabeth,
CO for a trifecta of a day including a drive, museum tour of 400+
cars and Motoring history paraphernalia, along with a club meeting
and BBQ picnic! It should bode well weather-wise and make up for
our March postponement.
Additionally, as some club members are still recovering from MTTS
(MINIs Takes The States) I thought I’d take a moment to thank everyone who contributed to the
#Defy Hunger campaign as well as supported the #Defy Labels campaign. Both were huge
successes for MINI in that over 1 million meals were donated to Feeding America programs over the
3 week rally across the country and awareness of “those who defy labels define themselves” were
recognized in celebration of our Olympic athletes and the MINI brand in defying convention and
forging their individual paths. As the selected grand prize winner of the Defy Labels campaign I’m
looking forward to representing our club and the MINI brand over the next two years.
Lastly, I want to thank my fellow club officers for their hard work and support this past month including
the re-launch of our club store and the big job of catching up on our member packets. Also, I'd like to
recognize our club members, friends and supporters for accompanying Lisa and I to our beautiful
marriage in Laguna Beach, CA and our crazy MTTS “MINIMoon” (MINI Honeymoon) with 1,000’s of
other MINIacs from coast to coast!
Hope to see you out there ~ Motor On!
Onward & Upward,
Chris Chappell
president@mini5280.org

Use the links below from our website for information and direction about your membership:
General Membership Info

Renewing Members

New Membership

To Check Your Membership Expiration
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Blue Line Cruise- July 16
-submitted Mike Hillier

On behalf of the Colorado/Wyoming MINI community I participated in a memorial run for Colorado
State Patrol Trooper Jamie Jursevics on 16 Jul 2016. The event was hosted by the Colorado Dodge
Challenger Club and was a great run in Trooper Jursevics's memory and to honor Law Enforcement
Offcers.
A Dodge Challenger was marked in her honor and driven by her husband to Estes Park, followed by
68 vehicles. The Mopar community made a good showing, but there were a smattering of other
vehicles and one MINI that also made the trek. Due to the fire in Nederland that original route had to
be modified and the convoy made its way from the CSP barracks in Lakewood to Estes Park via I-25
and CO-66 and 36. Participants had been cautioned by CSP to be on our best behavior and only one
rogue Challenger made any trouble.
At the fairgrounds at Estes Park a raffle was held that raised $5,000 for the Jursevics family.
This run is being planned again for next year.
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MINI Takes the States 2016 –July 23
-submitted by Zane Broere

MINI Takes the States started on July 9 2016 and ended on July 23 2016. It was the 4 th and biggest
MINI Takes the States that I’ve been to!! Well, my dad and I have been to. But anyways, there were
about 4,000 people registered and about 900 of those were going coast to coast. WOW!!
Here are the states we went to.
Atlanta GA, That is where me and my dad went there one day early to see World of Coke and
Atlanta’s aquarium which was pretty cool. They had whale sharks and they were huge!
On our way to Charlotte NC we did the Tail of the Dragon. It had 318 curves in 11 miles. It was cool
even though I got a little sick.
On our way to Richmond, VA we almost got lost at the beginning of the day. There was a surprise
and delight at noon at a truck stop. We got a small water bottle, raffle tickets and a magnet.
On our way to Baltimore, MD after the morning event we saw my dad’s old friends in Washington DC.
We saw everything in the mall, the Lincoln Memorial the White House etc. It was really cool.
On our way to Pittsburgh, PA we went to the Mutter museum in Philadelphia, it was very creepy.
That’s all we did in the city.
On our way to Detroit, MI we went to the town where the straw invented. It was cool.
Next we drove to St. Ignace, MI. We followed the group again. We crossed a huge bridge that’s on
top of a huge lake.
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On our way to Green Bay, WI there was an event at the snowmobile museum, the line was too long,
so we got popcorn and left. When we got to the hotel I went in the pool and my dad joined me. On the
road to Minneapolis, MN there was an event at noon again; it was at Kathy’s Drive Inn. It was an ice
cream shop. Their ice cream was so good.
On our way to Sioux Falls, SD. my dad drove a tank and I got to sit on top of the tank. It was so cool.
We drove through mud and I got a little wet, but not as much as I thought I would. After that we went
to the hotel and had pizza and went to bed.
On the way to Sturgis, SD. we went to an 1880’s town and it was really cool. We walked around the
town and we rang the firehouse bell.
The next day we drove to Cheyenne, WY. On our way there we went to a museum called the Fur
Trader Museum. Well, it looked lame so my dad went to the museum and I stayed in the car. After
that we met up with our friend Noël and her dad Ron. My mom and my grandparents also met us in
Cheyenne. We went to the event in the afternoon. It was a rodeo. It was pretty cool.
After that we drove to Park City, UT. On our way there we went on a prison tour with Noël and her
dad, it was really creepy! After that we were going to see big noise John shoes which are a pair of
shoes made out of big nose John, but we couldn’t find the museum, so we had lunch.
The next day was LAS
VEGAS, NV. When we got to
Las Vegas is was so hot. It
reached 117 degrees!!! But
when we got to the hotel it
was a sweet because it had a
living room. We stayed inside
the whole time because it
was so hot. We were going to
ride the gondola there, but it
was a very short ride, so we
had dinner and went to bed.
On our way to Palm Springs,
CA. it was even hotter, it
reach 120 degrees!!! When
we got to the hotel we stayed
in there until the evening
event; it was at the WWII
plane museum.
Well, this is the end of our
journey. We drove home the next day.
PS I hope there is another MINI Takes the States!!!!!
PPS: the highlight of the trip was sitting in the turret at ‘Drive a Tank’ . GOOD BYE!!
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Rhonda and Erin’s Excellent Adventure, A Diary –July 28
-submitted by Rhonda Johnson
July 15th
We left Denver for Omaha around 3:30 right before it started
storming and stayed ahead of the weather the rest of our night
arriving at 11:00 pm. No major happenings on this leg of the journey.
The "Don't Pokémon and Drive" was a message on all of the
Interstate message boards. We caught that one outside of Lincoln,
NE.
July 16th
Clara visited MINI of Omaha and got some cute swag. The salesman,
which he was just that...a car salesman, had no interest in Clara or
MTTS. No wonder why the MINIs in Omaha didn't wave back at us.
And it was HOT and HUMID there. Yuck yuck yuck!

July 17th
Thankfully leaving
the awful humidity of Omaha and meeting up with
600 of our closest MINI friends!! We drove into Sioux
Falls and met up with the Taylors at our hotel. We
drove over to Falls Park to see the gorgeous
waterfalls then had dinner at the Falls Cafe. Erin and
I left the cafe and took some more pictures of the
waterfalls and Erin caught some Pokémon.
7.18.19 1029pm
We attended the Rise & Shine event in Sioux Falls,
counting 437 MINIs! Erin took a lot of pictures of
interesting graphics today. I met my Countryman
Christmas Gift Exchange partner. His name is Buddy and he's from Alpharetta, GA. He was just as
nice in person as he has been online. It was great to finally meet up with him. We met a new friend
on the road through South Dakota who thought the speed I had the cruise set on was awesome then
asked me how much further I was planning on keeping up that pace. :) The speed limit through SD
was 80; we were going a bit over that. He kept up with us until the 1800's town stop. We stopped a
couple times to take pictures on the Badlands Scenic Byway. They were so amazing. I loved that part
of the drive today. Luckily because Erin and I had seen Wall Drug and the Corn Palace, we didn't stop
and we were ahead of the storm that hit Rapid City as most of the other MINIs were coming into town.
The radio said the storm produced tennis ball sized hail. We encountered just heavy rain and maybe
pea sized hail. Once we checked into our hotel here in Deadwood, Erin and I set out to gamble some
money away. It was Erin's first time gambling and she liked the penny slots, but we both are really
bad and lost our money in just a few minutes, so we decided that gambling was not that much fun
and headed back to our hotel. Jim and Paula met up with us when they arrived and we took a side
trip to Belle Joli Winery Sparkling House for some wine tasting before this evening event. We were
treated to some great food and a breakfast grab bag at this evening's event. Erin and headed back to
our hotel and are exhausted now. :)
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7.19.16
We woke up and got some Starbucks then we had to make a quick stop to find a charging cord for
the Garmin (who’s named Judy Garmin) since we left it in the box at home. After making all our
purchases, we headed out to Mt. Rushmore. We walked the 1/2 mile trail so Erin could get some
Pokémon steps and to take pictures. We were so hot when we made it back to Clara: it was only
11am and already 89 degrees. We decided not to take the side trip to Carhenge, but just head
straight onto Cheyenne. After showering, we headed off to Terry Bison Ranch for the MTTS Rodeo.
We didn't watch much of the rodeo, but instead chatted up our MINI friends and made it back to the
hotel and crashed that night.

7.20.16
Long drive today from Cheyenne to Park City. After reading a suggested route on the MTTS FB page,
we detoured on highway 150 in Evanston, WY and came in through a beautiful two lane road. We
checked into the hotel and after Judy Garmin couldn't get us on the right path to the evening MTTS
event, we decided to skip the event and go exploring on our own. Erin and I drove into Salt Lake City
and tried to find a cool spot to eat in the downtown area and ended up at The Green Pig Bar and Grill.
Erin caught a lot of Pokémon while we were downtown. After dinner we decided to go to The Great
Salt Lake. At the Great Salt Lake Park we took a few pictures from the observation deck then
ventured down into the spongy sand to get a closer look at the lake. Erin and I both decided that it
was really gross and nasty. There was a layer of very small gnats or flies at the ground level and they
flew away as you walked along the beach. The sand was seriously spongy and would spring back as
you lifted your foot. Erin decided that she didn't have enough grossness in her life and walked into the
water. She said that it was OK once you got in, but walking back out her feet was sucked into the
muddy edges of the water.

7.21.16
OMG...what a long day! We left Salt Lake City this morning at 10ish and headed straight west on 80.
Erin had to take over driving through Nevada because I could hardly keep my eyes open. We finally
arrived on the California state line around 4:40 Pacific time. We were both surprised at how fast the
scenery changed from desert in Nevada to forest in California. It was very pretty and a nice
change! It's also nice that most Californians drive about 15-20 over the speed limit, so we made great
time to our AirBnB cottage in Alameda where we arrived just after 8pm. Tomorrow Clara is booked at
MINI of San Francisco for an oil change and Erin and I will have a loaner car for the morning to go
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exploring. Can't wait to see what they give us. It was really great that they could fit us in. I just called
them this morning from Wendover UT.
7.22.16
We spent the day in San Francisco! I woke up at 5am to get Clara over to MINI of San Francisco for
her pampering. Oh, and the toll bridge to get into San Francisco only takes cash. I rarely have cash
on me, so I was awarded a toll violation. I then grabbed our Red Countryman loaner car with "Zuko"
on the side and went back to the AirBnb to grab Erin. Once Erin was up and around we headed back
to San Francisco...this time with cash. We made it to Pier 39 to see the Sea Lions and do a little
shopping. We had left our jackets in the car, because it was almost 60 and nice by the car, but the
wind was blowing in off the water and we were freezing along the waterfront. One of our purchases
was jackets. After the pier, we went back to get Clara. Clara took us to Chinatown where we saw a
group of teens banging on drums and then donning their dragon costume and performing for us. After
Chinatown, we drove down Lombard Street. It was starting to get dark at this point, so we raced to
the Presidio to get some good pictures of the Golden Gate Bridge during sunset. We have some
awesome shots. It was a very busy day and Judy Garmin was not helping us a whole lot. She kept
trying to make us circle blocks that had traffic completely stopped. We finally fired up Waze to get
around in San Francisco.

7.23.16
This was the day of driving! We left our cottage in Alameda at 7:00 and had a quick stop on the north
side of the Golden Gate Bridge for some photos, then headed on the 101 to the Redwoods. The drive
was nice through wine country and we made good time (thank you California drivers!). We arrived at
Leggett, CA to drive through the redwood tree by 11am. A few miles down the road we stopped at
River Bend Cellars for some wine tasting. At the clerk's suggestion, we cruised the Avenue of the
Giants to get to our lunch spot. The Avenue of the Giants takes you right through the huge, beautiful
redwood trees. We stopped for lunch in Fortuna, and headed back on the 101. There were several
beautiful beaches we stopped at for a few minutes to play in and then we pressed on. Then the
amazing Judy Garmin started her crap again. As we were driving and making good time with an ETA
of 9pm for Portland, Judy decided to make us turn. We were following a very narrow two lane road
that went into a state park. Then the road turned to dirt. We pressed on since we were already
committed to this route. The Countryman drive that we were now on took us through another
Redwood Park and it was stunningly beautiful. There were huge trees everywhere and a drop-off on
the side of the road down to a river. Erin and I were laughing at how ridiculous the route was when
Judy started telling us we were 400' BELOW sea level and didn't even have us on the road, but
somewhere in-between the river and the road. We finally emerged from the forest and were taken to
the 199. This road was made for MINIs. It followed the river and there was not a straight section of
road for miles. It was so fun. I was following (trying to keep up with) a truck and a Jeep in front of me.
After a while Erin switched the GPS back from our elevation to our ETA. We were shocked to see that
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our ETA was now 11:30pm. The shock turned to anger when we realized that would be a 16 1/2 hour
drive instead of the original 14. Thanks Judy Garmin! Once we hit the Oregon state line we had to get
gas. I was trying to figure out the gas pump because there wasn't a card reader on it anywhere, when
a man showed up and started pumping my gas for me. Apparently it's illegal for you to pump your
own gas in Oregon! So Erin and I cleaned the windows while he filled up Clara. Erin and I filled up
again right outside of Portland and then arrived at our next AirBnb at 11:01pm. We just grabbed the
necessities out of Clara and went straight to bed.

7.24.16
Today Erin and I started out in Portland with Starbucks and went to Voodoo Donuts. You have to in
Portland, right?? We have both decided that Portland is a city we will have to come back to again and
spend more time. It was beautiful. There were huge trees lining the streets in the downtown area and
even the Interstate going through town was spectacular. There were flowering bushes at the side
of the road in between the trees and thick vines covering the cement walls. Then we travelled up the
coast on the 101 again to Seaside, OR. Erin and I had a great lunch at The Crabby Oyster which was
on their boardwalk. We played in the ocean for a while, which was MUCH warmer than the water in
northern California; and spotted a huge crab on the beach and watched as it made its way back into
the ocean. After a bit we decided we needed to hit the road again, so we headed out. The 101 up
through Oregon and into Washington was gorgeous. We loved this part of the country! We definitely
need to visit up here again. We reached our AirBnb here in Seattle at 7:30 and decided to just shower
and chill out. Tomorrow we explore Seattle. :)

7.25.16
Today we explored Seattle. :) We first went down to the pier and rode the Seattle Great Wheel. It's a
huge ferris wheel with gondolas to ride in. There are amazing views of the city and the sound while
going around. After the ferris wheel, we walked over to Pike's Market Place. It was so packed. There
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were people everywhere, so after a few quick photos, we decided to get away from all the people.
Walking further away from the water and through Seattle's streets we found ourselves some window
shopping. We came upon another shopping center and went in to have lunch in their food court.
While we were walking around we kept seeing MINIs with "ReachNow" on the sides. They were all
over town. I looked them up later, and it's a ridesharing program. The only cars they offer are BMWs
and MINIs. I think we saw 1 BMW, but probably 30 MINIs (they were on almost every
block!) www.reachnow.org. After a bit we decided to venture back down to the pier in search of the
gum wall, which we found, and then walked back to Clara. We left downtown and drove around
through other parts of Seattle. There was one neighborhood that was so neat. It was called Capital
Hill. The store fronts were very "hipster" and the crosswalks were all painted in rainbows. We stopped
at a cupcake shop in the neighborhood named Cupcake Royale and grabbed a few delicious
cupcakes for the road. That evening we went back into downtown Seattle and Erin and I got a couple
of tattoos to remember our trip. We had dinner at a restaurant called Cactus, and then headed in for
the evening.

7.26.16
We left Seattle around 7 to head further north. The original plan was to go to the San Juan Islands
and from there Erin was going to leave me and head into Canada to get her passport stamped. BUT,
we missed the ferry by 15 minutes, so instead of waiting another 2 hours for the next ferry, we cruised
around the town of Anacortes, WA. It was a really cute seaside town and as we went down the main
street we saw a whale watching tour sign. We drove down a couple more blocks while discussing it
and then decided to go for it! We saw that the times for the tours were 10am and 4pm. It was 9:40
when we went into the building and the man in the store told us to hurry because they would hold the
boat for us if we rushed. So we did. We ran down the docks and made it just in time. It was really cold
out on the boat and we were grateful we had our San Francisco jackets we purchased a few days
earlier. The whale watching tour was a success. We were able to see 12 Orcas and 1 Humpback
whale. The tour was led by Island Adventures and they were great. Our guide told us how they
identified the whales and we learned their names. They were very respectful of the whales and it was
an amazing experience. After our tour, we headed east. Along the way we passed a beautiful river
that was such a beautiful turquoise color. We stopped in Winthrop, WA, where we were staying the
night. It was such a cute town, entirely an old western theme. The sidewalks were boarded and all the
storefronts were right out of the 1800's. We stayed in the Virginian Inn, which was made up of little
cabins.
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7.27.16
This was a very long driving day. We drove from Winthrop, WA to Livingston MT. The route was really
pretty. We saw several different landscapes in WA today. The beginning was forest and really pretty
and green, then we hit the beetle kill area. It seems this part of WA was hit even harder than parts of
Colorado. There were entire hillsides that were dead. It was sad to see. Then we drove through the
Apple Valley. There were apple orchards as far as the eye could see. The huge crates of apples that
were sitting alongside the road were amazing. They were everywhere. Then there was a desert-like
area we drove through. This led us into the Grand Coulee Dam. We stopped for a few minutes to see
the amazing structure. It is the largest concrete structure in the world (according to the sign). We
drove through Coeur D'Alene ID, which was gorgeous. The Coeur D'Alene lake was so pretty. There
were houses on the lake. You could literally jump right out the front door into the lake. After a little
while we crossed into Montana and then we could start seeing the big mountains again. We stopped
in Livingston for the night. Tomorrow morning we are heading into Yellowstone.

7.28.16
Today was Yellowstone! It was really cool. When we first entered it seemed like around every corner
was something beautiful and exciting, because there was! It was just amazing. We saw Old Faithful,
of course, and hundreds of bison. We did miss out on the bears though. After spending 8 hours
driving through Yellowstone, we exited and entered into The Grand Teton National Park. That was
just as beautiful! But, still no bears. :( We drove through some absolutely amazing parts of Wyoming
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to finish up in Lander for the night. Right outside of Lander is a small community called Ft. Washakie.
There was a sign there for Sacajawea's gravesite with an arrow. We had to turn, but once we turned
there were no other signs telling us where to go. There wasn't any cell service to look it up either, so
I've already looked it up and plan on returning in the future. Erin and I are ready to be back home now.
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-original publication in the August 2016 newsletter of the SCMM (Southern California MINI Maniacs)

Chappell defies labels, wins MINI
Clubman for two years
By George Marsh

Their plan was to get married in Laguna Beach on July 9, then drive to Vancouver to catch a
cruise ship to Alaska for a dream honeymoon in Denali National Park.
Newlyweds Chris Chappell and wife Lisa know all too well how life can change unexpectedly at
any moment.
When Chappell, who is the president of the MINI5280.ORG club in Denver, became one of four
finalists in MINIUSA's Defy Labels Contest, earning him an all-expense-paid trip on this year's MINI
Takes The States, their honeymoon in Alaska turned into a cross-country road trip with hundreds of
MINI owners.
But the really big surprise came on their wedding day when MINI announced that he was the
contest winner, and the recipient of a two-year paid lease of the all-new MINI Clubman.
"Thank you for everyone's support and votes throughout the Defy Labels contest. We (my family)

13

couldn't have done it without you! Amazing day for Lisa and I in so many ways. Feeling blessed,
honored, humbled," said Chappell in a Facebook post.
"MINI introduced the Defy Labels Contest (earlier this year) to identify and reward exceptional
people in local communities who have proven that they can defy labels and define themselves," said
David Duncan, vice president MINI of the Americas.
Chappell's story is inspiring, if nothing short of remarkable. In 2000, the healthy and physically fit
36-year-old, crashed during a training ride in preparation of his third Leadville Trail 100 mountain
bike race in the Colorado Rockies.
"Next thing I knew I'm on gurney getting read my last rites by a priest at about 7:30 in the
morning," recalls Chappell.
"About a week later after being in ICU for a week I was transferred to Craig Hospital, where I was
told I was a quadaplegic. No longer to do anything with my four limbs, arms, and/or legs, completely
paralyzed."
That was the beginning of a new way of life for Chappell, whose story is told in the video created
by Schomp MINI of Highlands Ranch, Colorado, used to nominate him for the Defy Labels contest.
In Chappell's own words
So from there my journey started in terms of, okay, I have my old life yesterday, my new life today.
Literally it changed overnight.
From there, as I learned about how to transition back in the land of the living, I wanted to get back
into the things that I loved, things I was passionate about. One of them which was driving. I had a
Honda S 2000 before I was injured and I was looking for another vehicle to try to give me that same
rush. Unfortunately, when you're injured like me, you're told you've got to drive a minivan, be on the
bus, or something that's just not quite as cool, not quite as fun.
In 2007, I was volunteering over at Craig Hospital one day. This was about seven years, postinjury. One of my buddies pulls up in a little MINI Cooper, R53. I was blown away. He jumps out of
the car, he assembles his chair, and he wheels away.
I stopped him in his tracks. I said, 'John, I got to take a ride in this thing.' He hands me the keys, I
jumped in the MINI, for about 30 minutes I drove around Denver, with my chair still on the sidewalk,
and I was in the car.
Went home that night, I ordered the car, I couldn't believe it, I'd found a new salvation to my injury.
I was able to get back into life, and get back into the cool things I wanted to do.
And that's what started my MINI relationship. That's what got me involved in the community, was
that moment in time.
In 2007, I joined the local MINI group here, MINI5280.ORG. We had about 60 people or so in
2007, now in 2016, we have 197 folks, who are now members of our club. We do drives every two
weeks, we have a huge event called MINIs in the Mountains, which draws people from around the
entire country - 500 MINIs, four days, 1500 people, it's a blast up in the mountains.
Besides that we have events every week, whether it be a tea party one day, or a costume party
the next, or a drive going 200 miles outside of Denver, we're always busy, always active, always
having fun.
As president of the club, it's my mission every week, every month, every year, to make our club a
little bit better.
After 10 years of volunteering at Craig Hospital, in 2010, I became part of the executive staff. One
day I was going to work I noticed a breast cancer awareness license plate on the back of a car.
Thought to myself, you know what, you can probably raise some money for the hospital with plate
campaign just like that.
So overnight, I basically knew nothing about license plates, and all of a sudden now I became a
license plate guru. After two years, 3,000 signatures, 22 senate representative meetings, I passed
the law, HP 1122 in 2012 for the Craig Hospital License Plate Program. Every time somebody buys
one, monies are donated to the hospital patient assistance fund. That association of that hospital,
which was then funded also by the MINI5280 group, that actually purchased the original first plates
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that were issued, continued to spur my involvement with MINI, my involvement with the club, and my
relationship with the community in terms of support and money for those with catastrophic injuries.
When I was injured, I thought my life was over. In 2016, I can't believe where I've come from. My
attitude before my injury and after my injury was, there's no excuses in life, there's only onward and
upward. You can only move forward. So for me, I never looked at this as my tragedy, my
catastrophe. It was an opportunity. And I live my life everyday with a mantra of, no excuses.
Meaning, everybody in any capacity, injured or not, can enjoy these great MINI cars, this great
community, an adventurous lifestyle, an incredible journey through every myriad of life.
Please follow your dreams, pursue your passions and defy labels. That's what it's all about, and
the MINI community represents that.

Be Back in September…
It’s never a good time when your laptop crashes. I’ll make sure that next month’s Bulletin is extra
awesome. Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions in the meantime!
As Always,
Happy Motoring!
Brian Peterman
BMW/MINI Master Technician
Shop Foreman at Avalon Motorsports
Msportdoctor@gmail.com
15

-by Diana Peterman

MTTS 2016 Cities Word Search
ATLANTA
BALTIMORE
CHARLOTTE
CHEYENNE
DETROIT
GREEN BAY
LAS VEGAS
MINNEAPOLIS
PALM
SPRINGS
PARK CITY
PITTSBURGH
RICHMOND
SIOUXFALLS
ST IGNACE
STURGIS

July MINItainment answers:

1. (C) Don S.
The Gardener

2. (A) Nadine M.
The Ballerina

3. (B) Jim T.
The Blacksmith
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4. (E) Melissa B.
The Weightlifter

5. (D) John H.
The Craft Man

See the new calendar of events on our website! Click the link below to check out the calendar on the
MINI5280 website and add it to your Google Calendar.

MINI5280 Calendar













6 August
13 August
20 August
21 August
27 August
26-29 Aug
10 Sept
11 Sept
17 Sept
24 Sept
1 Oct
22 Oct

Rambler Ranch Museum Tour/Monthly Meeting & Picnic
Pizza Run to Greeley
All Aboard: The MINI5280 Colorado Model Railroad Museum Tour
Rockin’ MINI/Mini at KBPI Rock and Roll Car Show!
“Oranje” Drive and Picnic Lunch
Mini5280 4 Day/3 Night SW Colorado Most Excellent Adventure
Maxwell Smarts Vintage Gadgets, Cool Appliances, Old Codger Tour and Drive
MiniCOW/CDCC M&M Run
MINI5280 Meeting/Winterizing & Detailing Your Ride/ Drive and Lunch
MINI BBQ Potluck
Motoring Through the Hills of Texas
MiniCOW Fall Overnighter in Saratoga

-submitted by Rhonda Johnson and Melissa Benson
Don't forget November 5th will be the date for Yalla Yalla this year! For those who’ve never
participated before, Yalla Yalla is an exciting adventure for our club! It's a great day of getting lost and
deciphering clues as to where the next stop will be. Melissa and I are still throwing ideas out, but it will
be so much fun for us to plan and for you all to drive in!
Here's a list of quotes that may or may not have been overheard from last year's Yalla Yalla:














Where the heck was the moose on stilts?
Nice legs!
That took guts and perseverance.
That was too hard.
No, we aren't going to come in, we want to finish it!
Follow that MINI!
I will never follow the MINI in front of me again.
My co-pilot was awesome!
I thought that would be easy, it wasn't.
2016 Badge design coming November
That was such a crazy day!
I know where the end is going to be. Do you really? OK, have fun!
We will help you out...Your first turn is left at the stop sign. Have fun!
You must answer a Monty Python or Rocky Horror question or gallop while clapping your hands.
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What does 'The Great White Way' mean??
Help us! We are so lost!
I gave up and opened my envelope.
When is next year's? This was awesome!

Remember to visit our store at CafePress! Just click on the logo of your choice and see what fun
things you can order!
Click the following link to get the goods now:

MINI5280 CafePress Store

#mini5280
If you post your MINI5280-related photos to Instagram, please tag them with #mini5280
What is Instagram?
Instagram is an online mobile photo-sharing, video-sharing, and social networking service that enables its users to take pictures and videos, and share
them either publicly or privately on the app, as well as through a variety of other social networking platforms, such as Facebook, Twitter, Tumblr, and
Flickr. (Source: Wikipedia)
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Does your MINI want a chance in the spotlight? Show it off! Send a few pictures of you and/or
your MINI along with a brief description to secretary@mini5280.org and they will be featured in
the following month's newsletter!
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