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 MINI5280 Newsletter- November 2016 
 

Hi there, this is just a reminder that you’re receiving this email because you are a MINI5280 club member. Don’t forget to add secretary@mini5280.org to 
your address book so we’re sure to land in your inbox! 

 

 
 
Hi there! 
 
November is widely celebrated as a time of thanks and in the past month I’ve been 
thinking of two things more than usual that perfectly fall in line with that theme: 
newsletter submissions and event drives.  
 
I’d first like to thank everyone who has submitted content this year so far, almost 
halfway through this term of officers. This newsletter can’t happen without you and I 
sincerely appreciate your enthusiasm, particularly those who take the initiative to 
send me content without a reminder and of your own ideas (like this month’s comic). 
I am earnestly enlivened when others convey interest in what I’ve been doing here. 
 
Secondly, I‘d like to remind you that anyone can and should plan or create an event 
no matter how big or small…different strokes for different folks! Event planning and 
ideas need not fall on any one person’s shoulders. This is a club of the people! The 
beauty of MINI5280 and the diversity of its members is the eclectic assortment of 
things to do. You have taken me to places I’d never been and have shared with me 
your company. Without YOUR continued involvement things might be very dull 
around here! Small, big, simple, or complicated. If you plan it, they will come and if 
you need help there are plenty of us who are willing. 
 
Remember that the DUE DATE FOR NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS IS THE 1

ST
 

OF THE MONTH. If I don’t get it, you won’t see it! Please email all newsletter 
submissions, feedback, questions, and any ideas for the club to 
secretary@mini5280.org.  
 
Diana Peterman 
MINI5280 Secretary 

  

 
 Welcome New Members  

 President’s Message 

 Merch Madness Promo 

 What Happened Last Month 

 Car Cleaning 

 Brian’s Bulletin 

 MINItainment 

 Pet Peeves and Comic Strip 

 PSA 

 Currently Scheduled Upcoming Events 

 MINIs In the Mountains 2017 

 Membership Info 

 MINI5280 Merchandise 

 
 
 

1. Website: http://mini5280.org/ 

2. Facebook: MINI5280 
3. A Facebook place for members to talk 

about all things MINI: MINI5280 

Conversations 
4. A Facebook place to check on club drives 

and events: MINI5280 Club Drives 

5. A Facebook place for members to post 
classifieds: MINI5280 Buy/Sell/Trade 

6. Our national event: MINIs In the Mountains 

7. Our sister club: MiniCOW- Minis of 
Colorado and Wyoming 

8. A local classic Mini club: Minis of the 

Rockies (MOTR)  

  

 

Please welcome our new members: 
 

 Kimberly Bird 

 Erik Philips 

 Michael Mosier 

 Matthew Fallon 

 Amy Schafer 

 Timothy Strong 

 Kevin McCallum 

 Chris Monroe 

 Elizabeth Perea 

IN THIS ISSUE 

Club Links 

mailto:secretary@mini5280.org
mailto:secretary@mini5280.org
http://mini5280.org/
https://www.facebook.com/MINI5280/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MINI5280Conversations/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MINI5280Conversations/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/408173135952199/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MINI58280.Buy.Trade.Sell/
http://minisinthemountains.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/minicow/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/minicow/
http://www.minisrock.com/
http://www.minisrock.com/
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Greetings all MINI5280 Members, Friends, Supporters! 
 
Wow, November already. Outside it’s 77 degrees, not a cloud in the 
sky, dry, no wind. Are we still in Colorado? Yes, we are and 
enjoying this Fallmer (Fall / Summer) weather with lots of drives and 
events to get out to and Motor. 
 
October was outstanding with great events like the “Outlaw Trail 
Ends Here”, The “National Museum of WWII Aviation”, “Halloween 
Twisty Drive” and The “Colorado Prison Museum”. 
 

Additionally, I wanted to say Thank You to all those members, friends and supporters who voted for 
my family and me during this year’s #DefyLabels Contest. On October 28th we were awarded the 
grand prize - a two-year lease of a 2017 JCW Hardtop! Needless to say we’re excited to get “Sir Alec” 
(named after the original mini inventor Alec Issigonis) on the road and ruling the bends!  
 
Hope to see you out there, Motor On..! 
 
Chris Chappell 
president@mini5280.org  
 

 
 

The rules are easy:
 

1. Purchase an item from the MINI5280 Store. 
2. Get “caught” wearing or having it with you at any event. 
3. Win a small surprise! 

 
The SMALL print: 

 To win the small surprise you must be documented 
(photographed) with your merchandise at an event by an officer 
and it must be submitted to secretary@mini5280.org for 
publication in newsletter. This will serve as official 
acknowledgment for receipt of the surprise. 

 Surprises are awarded only the first time you are “caught”. 
No repeats…who do you think we are? 

 This promo will run through the rest of 2016…probably. 
Maybe beyond that. We haven’t decided yet.  
 

mailto:president@mini5280.org
http://www.cafepress.com/mini5280
mailto:secretary@mini5280.org
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Wyoming Territorial Prison- October 8 
-submitted by Zane Broere 

 
A couple weeks ago my dad and I joined a couple other MINI5280 club members in a drive to 
Wyoming. We visited the territorial Prison in Laramie. The drive to the prison was nice. We drove 
through Boulder, Fort Collins and Loveland. The prison was built in 1872 and opened for business in 
1873. There were four guard posts in the cellblock. The guards were able to see all the prison cells 
because they were really high up. The guard posts shook when you stepped in them. That freaked 
me out. The prison also had a broom factory, but we weren’t allowed to make one. After the prison 
tour we had a picnic lunch. My dad cheated and went to McDonald’s. My favorite part was the guard’s 
tower because I felt a little queasy when I stepped into it. We also meet some new club members who 
were very nice. 
 

 
 

National Museum- World War II Aviation- October 15 
-submitted by Joel  

 

 
 

The day started with a meet up at Starbucks on South Santa Fe and West Town Center Dr in Littleton. 
Heading south on Highway 85 and then through Sedalia, we attacked the twisties on Colorado 67. 
After a dusty few miles of dirt road we blasted through Deckers, Woodland Park and into Colorado 
Springs ending on the west side of the Springs airport. Having arrived at the National Museum of 
World War II Aviation, we were given a short history of World War II by docents Bob and Matt. After 
the talk we toured the three different hangers that comprise the museum and Westpac Restorations, 
a well-known aircraft restoration facility. 

The first Hangar housed a P-47, a Waco JDM and a TBM Avenger, all of these aircraft are in flying 
condition. The walls were lined with exhibits and memorabilia dealing with all facets of life during the 
war. Also displayed was the fuselage of a P-47 Thunderbolt that had been buried in a hole in New 
Guinea. At the end of the war, with all the new planes back in America, the military decided to bury a 
lot of the aircraft right they were in the South Pacific instead of bringing them home. 
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From there we walked to Westpac's restoration and maintenance hangar. Inside were four airplanes, 
a B-25 Mitchell bomber, two F7F Tigercat fighters and the P-38 named White 33. In the very back of 
the hanger in a separate room was Paul Allen's P38 that is currently undergoing restoration. To the 
side of the hangar was the sheet metal shop which contained several large sheet metal tools that had 
been brought from aircraft plants in Southern California. 

Next we drove to the storage hangar where several flyable airplanes are stored, including a Gruman 
PBY seaplane. While we were there a Grumman f3f biplane fighter started its engine and taxied to 
the other hanger. The radial engines on these aircraft make marvelous noises! 

We ended the day with lunch at Rudy's Country Store and Bar-B-Q, great bbq and a fun place to eat. 
Bottled drinks were served from a trough filled with ice and meat of choice is ordered in 1/2 lb 
servings. 

       

 
 

 
Halloween Twisty Drive–October 29 

-submitted by Chris Chappell 
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Greetings all MINI5280 Members and MINIacs! 
 
On Saturday 10/29, six MINIs and their owners embarked on a twilight (5:30-8:00pm) run through  the 
twisties of Jefferson County.  
 
After meeting in Ken Caryl we took a spirited ride up the mountains into Evergreen and then to the 
“Cruz In” in Pine Junction for some tasty burgers and sides. With our bellies full we then took a very 
dark, twisty drive back down High Grade Rd, Deer Creek Canyon and to our final destination - The 
Dead Zone - Haunted House Experience where we re-capped the experience and said our 
goodbyes ’til next time.  
 
A great time was had by all as well as a request for more twilight type drives. So keep your eyes 
peeled to the calendar, you never know what type of spooky drive awaits your future?  
 
Happy Trails..Motor On..! 
 

 
 

 
-submitted by Mike Hillier 
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I took these notes when the club got a demo on how to make your Mini shine from Adam's Polishes a 
few weeks ago. My garage is full of different types of detailing products that until I saw the demo I had 
no real idea of a good sequence to use them in!  
 
 
After I returned home with my brand new Adam's cleaning kit I used these steps and was able to 
reproduce the results I saw during the demo  
 
 
Tips! Clean wheels/tires first, don't put water on paint until last and wash the sunny side last. Use two 
water buckets, one is clean water/soap and the other is to rinse brushes.  
 
 
1. Spray wheel cleaner on rims. Adam's wheel cleaner turns purple in presence on brake dust. Use 
brush to clean wheels then rinse brush. Spray All Purpose Cleaner on tires/ sound deadening carpet 
in wheel wells. Use brush on tires, rinse brush. Rinse off tire/wheel. Work on one tire at a time.  
 
 
2. Wet car. Note: add water first to soap bucket to avoid excessive bubbling. 
Wash car 
-start with top, then sides, then front & back, sunny side of car last 
-Rinse soap off car 
With car wet, use detail spray (helps prevent water spots) with microfiber towel. 
Use of blower will get rid of pooling water and make drying faster. 
 
 
3. Get clay bar, keep surface wet with detail spray 
Bar can be used over entire vehicle. Note: if bar is dropped its dead. Dispose and replace. 
Wipe off spray with damp towels or lightly dampen car and dry off. 
 
 
4. Use vinyl/rubber/tire cleaner (VRT) to clean /shine vinyl, plastic trim and tires  
 
 
5. Glass cleaner to plush side cloth for cleaning, smooth side to polish/buff  
 
 
6. Glass sealant, use blue microfiber block to apply. After drying a few minutes apply glass cleaner to 
clean off sealer. 
 
 
7. Seal paint 
-Use foam blocks 
-Remove with plush towels 
Note: If sealant resists cleanup use detail spray to loosen. 
 
Adam's Polishes has helpful videos on their website, Adam's Polishes | Premium Car Care Supplies , 
on using their products and cleaning different parts of your car. 

 

http://www.adamspolishes.com/video
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Alignments 
 

  
 
 

   
   Weighing down the car for the alignment.            Rear camber adjustment. 

 

   
    Rear tow adjustment.            Front camber adjustment. Had this been adjusted at any  
                                                                                      point it its past, this pin would not still be here. 
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When it comes to vehicle maintenance, 
getting regular alignment checks isn’t 
usually on most to do lists. In fact, I would 
guess the only time most people only think 
of alignments is when getting new tires or 
right after hitting a massive pothole, but 
there is a lot more benefit to a properly 
aligned vehicle than just prolonging the life 
of your tires and prematurely wearing out 
your suspension.  
 
Probably what I enjoy most about MINIs is 
the responsive handling. Until you have 
driven a car with really poor handling or 
been put in a situation where you had to 
make a high speed maneuver 
unsuccessfully, you won’t fully appreciate 
a car that does what you ask it to do. 
When describing a vehicle’s handling 
characteristics we can break it down into a 
couple of areas… 
 
Centerline steering: The ability of the 

vehicle to have a level steering wheel 
when traveling a straight course. 
 
Cornering: The ability of the vehicle to 

maintain control in a curved path.  
 
Directional stability: The ability of the 
vehicle on a straight course on a level 
surface without input from the steering 
wheel.  
 
Feedback: The “feel of the road” required 

to allow the operator to judge road 
conditions and maintain control of the 
vehicle.  
 
Predictability: A constant behavior, which 
allows the operator the ability to maintain 
control of the vehicle. 
 

Returnability: The ability of the front wheels to return to the straight ahead position from a steered 
position with little or no input from the steering wheel.  
 
Road isolation: The ability of the suspension and steering system to diminish road forces and 

provide comfort for the occupants. 
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I recommend performing alignment checks once a year, twice a year if you spend most of your time 
downtown. It really doesn’t take much to knock a vehicle out of alignment and if your vehicle is getting 
up there in mileage and age worn suspension components can slowly take the vehicle out of 
alignment as well. I don’t think I have ever checked a vehicle’s alignment and found all the angles to 
be in spec. I have even checked alignments on brand new cars straight off the truck that were off and 
needed to be adjusted. Because we are measuring alignment angles at .01 of a degree sometimes 
it’s difficult to tell if there is a problem unless checking the alignment with specialized equipment, but 
the most common signs that a driver will notice are: 
 

 Vehicle will not maintain a straight path 

 One or more of the tires are showing premature or irregular wear patterns 

 Steering wheel is off center 
 
When performing an alignment every manufacturer has their recommended set up and procedures. 
BMW and MINI have you put weights in the car to load the suspension before starting the alignment. 
The most common alignment angles that are addressed during an alignment are: 
 
Toe: is the difference in distance between the front and rear of the tires on the same axle. Most cars 

have a slight toe out designed into the steering, usually about .10 of a degree. This helps with stability 
at high speeds. Toe is a tire wearing angle if out of specification. If your steering wheel is off center 
but you’re going straight down the road most likely your toe is off. The toe adjustment is adjusted with 
the tie rods and seems to be the most sensitive to pothole impacts. It’s not uncommon for tie rods to 
seize over the years making the toe adjustment impossible. At this point the seized tie rod will need to 
be replaced, which can be pricey. This is one reason why it’s good to perform an alignment at least 
once a year to keep the alignment adjustments from seizing. If you think replacing a tie rod is 
expensive wait until you get the bill for extracting a broken adjustment bolt from the rear subframe.  

 

 
 

Camber: is the angle formed by the inward or outward tilt of the wheel compared to a vertical line 

starting from the center base of the tire. MINIs are built with negative camber in the front and rear. 
This provides a solid tire contact patch with high speed maneuvers. Camber is a tire wearing angle 
and is adjustable in the front and rear of most cars. BMWs and MINIs like to wear the inside tread of 
tires faster than the outside part of the tread, this is normal. It is common to see, even with a good 
alignment, about 1mm of difference in wear from the inner to the outer part of the tread. It is not  
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uncommon for a tire to look brand new on the outside and showing the metal cords of the tire on the 
inside part of the tread if the camber is out of adjustment.  
 

 
 

Caster: is the angle formed by the forward to rearward tilt of the steering axis in reference to a 
vertical line drawn from the center base of the wheel and viewed from the side. In this picture the 
steering axis is the line drawn from the top of the strut to the lower ball joint. Vehicles are built with 
positive caster for stability at high speeds and helping the steering wheel to return to center after 
completing a turn. On most cars caster is not an adjustable angle. If the caster is out of specification 
most likely something is damaged or worn. Caster does not cause tire wear if out of specification, but 
can cause pulling, twitching steering, wandering and the steering wheel not wanting to re-center after 
a turn.  

 
 
I’m hoping that with this information that you think of adding periodic alignment checks to your list of 
preventive maintenance services to keep your MINI running at 100%.  
 
As Always,  
 
Happy Motoring! 
 
Brian Peterman 
BMW/MINI Master Technician 
Shop Foreman at Avalon Motorsports 
Msportdoctor@gmail.com  

mailto:Msportdoctor@gmail.com
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-by Diana Peterman 

 

AXLE 
BEARING 
CAMSHAFT 
CLUTCH 
CONDENSER 
CRANKSHAFT 
DIFFERENTIAL 
ENGINE 
FAN 
MODULE 
PISTON 
RADIATOR 
ROTOR 
TRANSMISSION 
VALVE 
 

October MINItainment answer: 
 

It’s the mah-velous MELISSA BENSON! 
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There have been many conversations revolving around our traffic annoyances amongst us in 

the club and out. I have many, perhaps more than most (and, naturally, I have a road potty 

mouth to go with them). With the multitude of instances that get my goat I developed a 

curiosity to see what some of the ones we share are and am surprised at some of the more 

unique ones. Read on, friends. Read on. -Diana 

 

 
 

1. Congestion - too much traffic too often 

2. Getting cut off alot - my Mini stops better than my truck but it's never fun 

3. Not allowed to "Moon" anymore - it was funnier and less offensive than the bird 

-Jay L 

 

 
 

1. Drivers that react poorly or go slow through a timed turn lane/light that others behind then 

don’t get through. 

2. Slow drivers (defined as going less than 5mph under the speed limit) 

3. Drivers that pull out in front of you and go slow (if they go fast, I don’t mind) 

-Michael N 

 

People that stay in the left hand lane and impede traffic, folks that will darn near kill you to 

get in front of you then drive oh so carefully and Chrysler Pacificas (I don't know why). 

-MikeH 

 
 

My number 1. pet peeve is slow drivers in the fast lane. It is especially bad in other states 

where they must not have laws preventing it. 

2. Not using turn signals. I have waited so many times at lights only for people to turn without 

a signal. 

3. When people speed up when you try to pass them. It is really annoying when they are in 

the fast lane and I go to pass them on the right and then they speed up and make it difficult 

to pass. 

4. Wanna be drag racers at every stop light ever is another one, but it may be my fault 

because I DO like to race... 

- Ron B 

 
 

1. People driving with their brights on 

2. People not using their blinkers while changing lanes (Denver is notorious for doing this!) 

3. Tail gating aka boot sniffing! 

-Snowflake 
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1. Slow drivers in the left lane. 

2. Inability of drivers to use the “zipper” method of merging. 

3. Drivers who don’t allow faster car/clubs to pass on mountain roads. 

4. BONUS: texting drivers. I don’t care who you are, it’s unsafe and not worth it. 

-Cait O 

 
 

1. Parking spaces that are too narrow / bad parkers 

2. Unsynchronized or red-synchronized lights 

3. Teenage drivers 

-Anonymous 

 
 

1. People that drive in your blind spot and won't speed up or slow down.  They make it hard 

to see and you don't know whether to speed up or slow down to get around 

them.  Sometimes they still stay right beside you. 

2. People that honk a split second after the light changes.  Oh my goodness, are you in that 

much of a hurry?  Then you should've left sooner. 

3. People that make faces and throw their hands up at you when you make an 

"oops".  Nobody got hurt, no one's car was injured.  Seriously, take a chill pill dude! 

-Anonymous 

 
 

1. Drivers that change lanes in the middle of an intersection 

2. Speed bumps 

3. A tiny bump after the BUMP sign, but a giant, car launching bump with no warning. 

A non-car-related peeve is checks in the mail that are folded close to, but not on the 

perforation. Dammit! (just opened the mail…) 

-Anonymous 

 
 

1. Driving in the passing lane instead of passing in the passing lane. 

2. Getting cut off only for them to slow down in front of you. 

3. Not allowing a car to merge…zipper effect people, zipper effect. 

-Cristina C 

 
 

#1 thing I hate:  texting while driving 

2. People racing their way to the front of a closing lane ahead of others who are waiting 

patiently to merge 

3. More of a general pet peeve that the MINI family can't get behind waving at each other 

on the road...JEEP owners do, Motorcyclists do...MINI owners are such a fun and creative 

tribe, it surprises me. 

-Noel L 
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In no particular order, I despise them all. 

1- Left Lane Hogs 

2- Tailgating 

3- Distracted driving 

-Thomas W 

 
 

Slow pokes in the fast lane! 

-Anonymous 

 
 

If there are 2 or more lanes please move right unless you are passing or turning. 

-Kory B 

 
 

1. Trucks passing each other at 1mph faster, and it takes them 5 miles to pass each other, 

and they hold up traffic while doing it. 

2. Having to drive in the right lane, when that lane is not taken care of by the DOT. 

3. People in the LEFT lane that are not passing those on the right, but are unwilling to move to 

the right. 

-Anonymous 

 
 

1.  That people don’t understand the efficiency of zipper merging. 

2. When drivers block the intersection. 

3. Not pulling over for emergency vehicles. 

4. Creepers, especially the lefties who keep creeping over the GD crosswalk and block my 

left view so I can’t see an open spot to turn right into. 

5. Drivers who don’t give you a courtesy wave when you throw them a bone. 

6. Big cars and trucks, and when they think they can fit in spaces they can’t like the parking 

garage at the hospital. Those spaces weren’t made for those guys and when I, in my MINI, 

am hard-pressed to find a spot with enough room to open my door, it is unacceptable. 

7. People who open their door into the side of mine (especially when it’s a kid with an aloof 

parent)…while I’m sitting in my car no less.. 

8. People who leave shopping carts in the lot/on the curb instead of returning it to the corral. 

Sorry guys, I REALLY REALLY REALLY loathe all of these things.  

-Diana P 

 
 

1. Highway driving staying on the passing lane doing under the speed limit  

2. Texting and Driving 

3. Driving too damn slow 

-Anonymous 
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No use of turn signals 

Speeders 

Lack of current license plate registration or no plates at all. 

-Anonymous 

 
 

1. Put some turn signal fluid in your car!  

2. Red lights and stop signs are not just put up to add color to the roadways. They do have a 

purpose, which is to stop! 

3. Seriously, trying to push my car from the rear is not going to make it go faster. I'm already 

exceeding the limit. 

-Sue H 

 
 

1.  Drivers who do not use their turn signals. They must be optional on the higher priced 

vehicles. 

2.  Drivers who turn from the wrong traffic lane, because their GPS unit told them to turn here. 

They forget that their GPS or smart phone can "re-calculate". 

3.  Drivers who think they can text, read and drive at the same time on their "smart" phones!! 

4. MINI drivers who do not wave back!!  Save the Wave!! 

-Bush 

 
 

1. Cars in the left lane driving at least 5 mph below the flow of traffic when space to pull over 

is available in the right lane... 

2. Cars that more into the left lane more than 1 mile before they actually need to because 

they know at SOME point they need to turn left. 

3. people that do not use their blinkers at any time. 

-Bob B 
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I thought I was the lone believer in the zipper merge and was quite delighted to see that it was, in 
fact, a shared pet peeve by a couple of other club members. Here are some links for you to follow 
and see the benefits of the zipper merge: 
 

 PSA from the Minnesota DOT: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vLVMW8KnfBE 

 Concise explanation from the MN DOT: https://www.dot.state.mn.us/zippermerge/ 

 Video example with fantastic, happy music that will make you want to spread the zipper merge 
love: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZcPby71TNC0 
 

 

 
See the new calendar of events on our website! Click the link below to check out the calendar on the 
MINI5280 website and add it to your Google Calendar. 
 

MINI5280 Calendar     
 

 1 Dec  MiniCOW Meeting in Cheyenne 

 10 Dec   MiniCOW Christmas Party 

 ???  MINI5280 Holiday Parties to be announced! 
 

 
WHERE: Steamboat Springs, Headquarter Hotel: http://steamboatgrand.com  
WHEN: 08/09 - 08/13/17! 
BONUS EVENT: http://steamboatwinefestival.com  
 
We’ll be updating the MITM site as we move forward and the web portal should be open as we iron 
out the kinks, set up the registration page and get ready to go live! 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vLVMW8KnfBE
https://www.dot.state.mn.us/zippermerge/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZcPby71TNC0
http://mini5280.org/calendar-2/
http://steamboatgrand.com/
http://steamboatwinefestival.com/
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-submitted by Rhonda Johnson  
(but be warned that you’ll soon find how much Rhonda likes to crap. -Diana) 

 
Melissa and I had a LOT of fun planning Yalla Yalla again this year. This was our second year of 
organizing the event.  In case you missed it, Yalla Yalla is a big MINI5280 event.  It's a rally with an 
unknown destination to the drivers. You and your copilot have to decipher the cryptic directions, turn 
by turn, to get to the ending spot. It's great fun, but can be really confusing, and you make a lot of 
wrong turns and back-tracking. And yes, we make the clues hard and hope you miss the turns (insert 
evil laugh here)! 
  

We know how frustrated some of you can get by getting lost and we also know how hard it is to take a 
few steps back and start again. I thought I would share a little diary of how the Yalla Yalla came 
together this year so you all wouldn't feel alone in the comedy of errors that is called Yalla Yalla. 
  

Months earlier: 
Maybe we should try a star shaped route this year.  Last year we had a figure 8. Or we could have it 
start and stop in the same location. Wouldn't that be funny? 

  

Week 1 (August): 
I really need to get busy. I don't even have a route yet! We need to start thinking of where we want 
the route to go. Hmm. Down south last year, so up north this year. 
  

Week 2: 
This weekend I need to get busy and find a route. I have the perfect location to start. Now I need to 
drive and find a good ending spot. 
  

Week 3: 
OK. I'm driving this weekend. I like the looks of road X and Y. Next weekend I'll have to find a way to 
connect them. I know the starting point, so I need a route to that too. Still unsure of the ending spot 
though. 
  

Week 4: 
I think I've got the basic route. If we end in the start spot, we should be good. Event is Nov 5th, 
hmmm...weather could make or break us. Still need to get a few other routes to go along the basic 
one to separate the cars. 
  

Week 5 (Sept): 
Still don't have an ending spot. The original idea of the start/ending spot being the same is not going 
to work out. Crap!  I'll look this next week for other venues. Good news though, we received the 
donation from Schomp!  YAY! 
  

Week 6: 
Still no ending spot.  I need to start getting clue together. Maybe a park that we pass on the route can 
be an ending spot. I'll redo the route to end up there. 
  

Week 7: 
Drove the basic route with the new ending spot. Melissa and I drove again on Sunday to write up 
some clues. Got most of the clues, but need to fine-tune them. We need to start thinking about food. 
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Week 8: 
Drove Route #2. Spent 6 hours writing down clues and thinking way too hard about why we would 
want people to turn at each turn. My head hurts! I need a nap!   
  

Week 9 (Oct): 
Crap! Crap! Crap! We have no ending spot again! The park doesn't take reservations past Oct 10th, 
and the bathrooms are locked after Oct 17th. Definitely not a good spot with all the small bladders in 
the club. Another bright spot this week, MINI of Loveland went above and beyond donating prizes! 
The YY participants will be very happy with this year's haul.  We need to make a decision on the food. 
  

Week 10: 
Scrambled and found a VENUE and we secured the food!! OMG Best day ever!! Now need to make a 
couple more variations of the route and get the clues together. Had Jamie ride with me with THIS 
weekend to work some bugs out. Crap!  One route is 20 miles longer than the other.    
  

Week 11: 
Reworked one of the routes to get the mileage to match. Need to rewrite and try again tomorrow.   
  

Week 12: 
Saturday had Mike help out with the routes. Crap! One route is easier than the other, that can't 
happen! Sunday Melissa and I tweaked the clues and made them a bit harder on the "cake-walk" 
route. Well this is it. We are done. Now just got a million tiny things to finish up this week to make the 
event a success!  :) 
 

Use the links below from our website for information and direction about your membership: 
  
General Membership Info    Renewing Members 
 
New Membership     To Check Your Membership Expiration 
 
 
 

 

#mini5280 
If you post your MINI5280-related photos to Instagram, please tag them with #mini5280 

 

What is Instagram? 

Instagram is an online mobile photo-sharing, video-sharing, and social networking service that enables its users to take pictures and videos, and share 

them either publicly or privately on the app, as well as through a variety of other social networking platforms, such as Facebook, Twitter, Tumblr, and 

Flickr. (Source: Wikipedia) 

 

http://mini5280.org/membership/
http://mini5280.org/msr-renewing-member/
http://mini5280.org/msr-new-member/
http://mini5280.org/msr-help/
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Remember to visit our store at CafePress! Just click on the logo of your choice and see what fun 

things you can order! 

Click the following link to get the goods now: 

MINI5280 CafePress Store 
 

 
 

 

 

 
Does your MINI want a chance in the spotlight? Show it off! Send a few pictures of you and/or 
your MINI along with a brief description to secretary@mini5280.org and they will be featured in 

the following month's newsletter! 
 
 

http://www.cafepress.com/mini5280
mailto:secretary@mini5280.org

