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 MINI5280 Newsletter- January 2017 
 

Hi there, this is just a reminder that you’re receiving this email because you are a MINI5280 club member. Don’t forget to add secretary@mini5280.org to 
your address book so we’re sure to land in your inbox! 

 

Chris Chappell president@mini5280.org   Rhonda Johnson vicepresident@mini5280.org 
Bob Burgess treasurer@mini5280.org    Diana Peterman secretary@mini5280.org  

 
 

Hi there! 
 
A couple things I wanted to cover are covered in Rhonda’s VP 
message and in the member question section toward the end 
of the newsletter, so with that… 
 

Here’s to another great year 

of MINI5280! 
 
Remember that the DUE DATE FOR NEWSLETTER 
SUBMISSIONS IS THE 1ST OF THE MONTH. If I don’t get it, 
you won’t see it! Please email all newsletter submissions, 
feedback, questions, and any ideas for the club to 
secretary@mini5280.org.  
 
 
Diana Peterman 
MINI5280 Secretary 
  

 
 Welcome New Members  

 Vice President In the House 

 What Happened Last Month 

 Member Submissions 

 Brian’s Bulletin 

 MINItainment 

 Upcoming Events 

 MINI5280 Merchandise 

 Membership Info & Questions 

 Classifieds 

 
 
 

1. Website: http://mini5280.org/ 
2. Facebook: MINI5280 

3. A Facebook place for members to talk 
about all things MINI: MINI5280 
Conversations 

4. A Facebook place to check on club drives 
and events: MINI5280 Club Drives 

5. A Facebook place for members to post 

classifieds: MINI5280 Buy/Sell/Trade 
6. Our national event: MINIs In the Mountains 
7. Our sister club: MiniCOW- Minis of 

Colorado and Wyoming 
8. A local classic Mini club: Minis of the 

Rockies (MOTR)  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Please welcome our new members: 
 

 Leslie Carlos 

 Zach Cargin 

 Barbara Shelton 

 John Walker 

 Rachel Dayton 

 Krista Turner 

IN THIS ISSUE 

Club Links 

mailto:secretary@mini5280.org
mailto:president@mini5280.org
mailto:vicepresident@mini5280.org
mailto:treasurer@mini5280.org
mailto:secretary@mini5280.org
mailto:secretary@mini5280.org
http://mini5280.org/
https://www.facebook.com/MINI5280/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MINI5280Conversations/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MINI5280Conversations/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/408173135952199/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MINI58280.Buy.Trade.Sell/
http://minisinthemountains.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/minicow/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/minicow/
http://www.minisrock.com/
http://www.minisrock.com/
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Happy New Year!! I hope everyone had a wonderful 2016. We are definitely looking forward to a fun-
filled 2017 with lots of motoring adventures. It's hard to believe a year has already passed since I've 
become an officer. We are in office for 2 years, so at the end of this year, we will be having elections 
to bring in a new crew of officers for the 2018-2019 term. It's never too early to start thinking about 
who you might want to represent our dynamic group. Please don't hesitate to ask any of us any 
questions you might have about the process or our positions.   
  
We are really looking forward to checking out the new Countryman. Schomp's event for the 
Countryman is on January 6th at 6pm, and MINI of Loveland will hold the Countryman event on 
Saturday, January 7th from 1-3pm. Both event links are up on the MINI5280 Conversations page so 
you can RSVP to one or both!   
  
Another reminder is that this club is for you. We love it when someone comes up with a brilliant idea 
or a great road for a drive. If you feel like taking a drive, and want to see if anyone will join, just throw 
it out there! Today for example, we had a pop-up drive. It was posted on Friday, and we had a great 
little group motoring through the foothills and had a delicious lunch where others joined in. If you 
haven't planned a drive before, just ask and someone will help. We love driving, that's why we have 
MINIs!!   
  
Thanks again for being a part of MINI5280! 
 
Rhonda Johnson 

 
 

 

Thank you A Creative Corner - December 15 
-submitted by Jamie Shope 

 
Four years ago, Zandra, owner of A Creative Corner, decided to 
offer a free class to customers who donated a toy. The response 
was overwhelming and soon there tons of toys to help children's 
Christmas' to be a little bit brighter.....but there was no home for 
all those toys. Zandra got together with some MINI5280 members, 
and thus the Craig Hospital Toy Drive was born! The creation of 
the Craig Toy Drive exemplifies Zandra’s genuine selflessness 
which touches the lives of many, all without asking for anything in 
return.  

THANK YOU Zandra Shaver & A Creative Corner and Friends for 
your generosity and compassion! 

https://www.facebook.com/ACreativeCornerAndFriends/ 

https://www.facebook.com/ACreativeCornerAndFriends/?__mref=message
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Thank you to the MINI5280 club for being amazing people sharing their amazing cars and all the adventures that they've 

inspired. 

Thanks especially to the club officers who donate their time and energy to keep the adventures going! 

I can't wait to motor more with all of you! 

 

~Kristan Haynes 

 
 

MINI of Loveland (MoL) Lightscapade- December 14 
-submitted by Rhonda Johnson 
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On December 14th, MINI of Loveland hosted their 6th annual MINI Lights-Capade. This is a great 
event every year. The fun of this event is to decorate your MINI with lights, window paint, inflatables, 
or whatever you can find to get in the spirit of the holidays. Once the MINIs are decorated, we drive 
around local neighborhoods to look at the Christmas displays. This year MINI of Loveland provided 
pizza, cookies and drinks to all who registered. After a few brief announcements, we were instructed 
to start up our MINIs for judging. The winners received gift bags filled with goodies which included a 
Christmas ornament. Erin and I placed 2nd with our inflatable Olaf and lights. Our bag contained a 
rubbish bag, a keychain, a ceramic mug, and lots of other things (the bag actually ripped on the way 
home it was so stuffed)! Then we all lined up for our MINI parade through the neighborhoods of 
Loveland and Fort Collins. Olaf was hanging his head out the window to see the lights too. After a 
stop at a beautifully decorated garden in Fort Collins, we were off again to our final destination. MINI 
of Loveland had provided free drinks at Bar Louie in Fort Collins for us all. This is a really great event 
and there was talk at Bar Louie about how it could be even bigger in the future. This was our 4th 
Lights-Capade and we have so much fun doing this each year that I can't wait for the next one! 
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Mystery Event aka Holiday Potluck- December 17 
-photos submitted by Rhonda Johnson 

 
It was a gathering of MINI friends complete with scrumptious food, exceptional homebrew, jello shots, 
disco light dancing, holiday gift thievery and even snort-inducing games! We don’t have to be on the 
road to have delightfully delicious time!!! 
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At the beginning of November, Ronald Sigman, the Emergency Services Coordinator sent out an 
email about Rampart Search and Rescue. Despite having friends on Rampart, I’d never spent much 
time looking them up. After Ronald’s email came out with the link to their site on it, I looked around on 
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the page and ended up on the Wish List. Not seeing anything I could help with, I got to the bottom of 
the page and saw several listings for radios. 
 
I just happened to know a guy from my car club, Mike Hillier, who was a radio technician, so I sent 
him an email. Mike’s official title is: Radio Communications Technician, Information Technology 
Department, City of Lakewood. All I asked for was if he had any resources he knew about that I could 
go to for a donation to help out Rampart. Mike asked me a few questions about the number of units 
needed, the type and said he’d get back to me. The next day, I got an email from Mike that the City 
had approved the donation of 25 Harris M7100 mobile radio units.  

 
Next, I worked with Deputy Linda Lievens who is also a Rampart Search and Rescue Volunteer, to 
facilitate the official request to Lakewood, and the transfer of the radios, which was finalized just last 
week. 
 
The radios were surplussed after Lakewood had upgraded their police mobile radio fleet to newer 
models. Lakewood expects radios to last at least 10 years and these had served for about 12, so it 
was time to refresh their technology; however all of the radios had been in front line use right up till 
the day they were replaced. When the radios were brand new they would have cost approx. $4k each 
(that's hardware and software licenses). Even though the price of the units has since dropped, this 
represents a donation of $100k to Rampart! 
 

A few facts about Rampart: 
 
 Founded in 1999, the mission of Rampart Search and Rescue (RSAR) is to provide search 

and rescue assistance, free of charge, to local, county, state and federal agencies. They specialize in 
searching for missing persons, rescuing stranded motorists (along I-70, I-76, I-25, etc.), and 
assistance during natural and man-made disasters/emergencies, Urban Search and Rescue (USAR) 
services and monitoring hazardous weather events (i.e. tornadoes, blizzards, etc.). They are on call 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Rampart Search and Rescue operates under the supervision of the 
Adams and Morgan County Sheriff’s Office, by statutory authority. 

 Law Enforcement and Fire Departments across the county have repeatedly requested their 
services to assist in all manner of searches. Such as: locating downed aircraft, lost hikers, lost or 
missing children, crime scene / evidence searches and other requests for their services along with 
disaster situations.  

 RSAR consists entirely of volunteers – they have no paid staff and members are not 

reimbursed for personal expenses. Members pay for their own equipment, supplies (including fuel) 

and expenses during operations. They do not receive any funding from state, county or local 

governments. They rely on donations and grants to remain operational. Rampart Search and Rescue 

is a 501(c)(3) charity under the IRS tax code.  

The donation of these radio units will allow the Rampart officers to have direct communication with 
each other and ADCOM during any call to service, regardless of cell phone coverage in whatever 
area they find themselves. Thank you to Ronald Sigman and Mike Hillier, and congratulations to 
Linda Lievens and the rest of Rampart on your new(ish) radios! 

 
Jeremy Nelson 
Detention Specialist 
Adams County Sheriff’s Office  



8 
 

 

2016 MINI Introduction 

by Don Suiter 

 

Introducing Penny Lane,  a nicely optioned 2016 MINI COOPER ALL4 PARK LANE with many bells 
and whistles. Penny is over a year old, but still shines due to some recent fresh paint on her front 
bonnet and bumper. She has just over 10,500 miles due to some good trips taken to the Midwest and 
to North Carolina for some Dragon adventures. 
 
Sadly with Penny came the sale of Scooter, my 07 MCS who many of you know now belongs to Rick 
and Caroline Panas, a great home and great stewards for Scooter who is above all else a purveyor of 
fine owners. They are keeping him nice and he gets a good fast romp in the mountains from what I 
have seen posted on the MINI5280 FB pages. 
 
Penny Lane is Earl Gray and Oak Red, no sunroof, no navigation, almost every other option she has 
that I could imagine, as well as custom lounge leather and coco mats to keep the grub off the carpets. 
The usual clear mask and a bit extra mask up top. I am experimenting with some of the Adam’s 
polishes. Soon I hope they come out with their new Quartz application; we shall see. Fast washes are 
done with the Adams wash foamer or at the local brushless car wash with a finish of Hydro (every 
time)! 
 
Yes, Penny is an automatic and bone stock until I decide if I want to go with some simple 
enhancements, but I will do the exhaust tips this spring, as I really like tips that are big. 
 
So here are some first day’s pictures when new and a couple shots from the trip to the Dragon and 
one from the farm in MO. Never take your new Park Lane to the backwoods of MO, red dust in every 
possible place and many I had never imagined, tough to clean, but a clean Penny is a bright Penny! 
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Hey all just wanted to check in from the south side here in Colorado Springs.  Not too much has been 
going on but I want to try to reenergize the Colorado Springs MINIacs. A couple of us made out to the 
MINI5280 Toy Drive and party. It was great to see a few come up from the springs. As we jump into 
the New Year I want to see if we can get more involved in these awesome MINI events. Yes, it is 
usually an hour drive to hit some of the rides or events but you can make that ride up fun. I usually 
take Hwy 83 or 105 which are great rides on you way to the north. It can be your way to get a ride in 
on the way to a ride up north.  How can you beat that? Don't forget MINI5280 sets some rides up 
down through Colorado Springs too so it is easy to jump on. 
 
I am trying to get more engaged in the SOCOM (Southern Colorado MINIs) Facebook page so we 
can keep in touch and join up for rides around the Springs and so we can group up for other rides to 
the north. It is always fun to group up for a little ride and take some twisties. I will try to set up a ride 
or meet up sometime in Jan.  I will also push MINI5280 events to the SOCOM site in case you are not 
monitoring the MINI5280 (not sure why you aren't).  Also MINIs and Coffee still meets on the 3rd 
Saturday of the month at Starbucks at Centennial & Garden of the Gods.   
 
Hope to see more of the southie crowd at the MINI5280 events. 
 
Let's get energized and get out there and motor! 
 
Ray 
 
 
 

 
 

Is it time? 

 
You’ve been driving your car for a while and are starting to see some oil leak and worn tires. Your 
check engine light is on, so you bring it in to a repair shop to get it checked out. After a thorough 
diagnosis and inspection you get a call with your estimate. While we do our best to keep this number 
as low as possible with preventive maintenance and detailed inspections, sometimes things happen 
unexpectedly.  
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Your first thought may be that it would be cheaper to trade your car in for a new car. While on the 
surface this may look like a financially better option than repairing your vehicle this is usually not the 
case. If you have been taking care of your vehicle over the years it’s almost always better to keep it 
and repair it. If you just don’t like your car anymore or your needs have changed then that’s a different 
situation, but for now let us fancy that this is not the case.  
 
 
Imagine that you have a 7 year-old car with 100,000 miles on it. You enjoy driving this car and have 
taken good care of it. It was paid off 2 years ago and in these two years the only thing you had to do 
was your normal 6-month engine oil service and a new set of tires last year. Just the other day the 
check engine light came on and the engine started running rough. You take it in and are told that it 
will be $3k to repair. You ask yourself, “Is it time to trade it in for a new car?” Let us use this one 
example of how getting a new car can play out.  
 
You decided to sell your car and use the money to buy a new car. You can usually sell your car 
yourself and get more money than trading it in, but it can turn out to be a lot of work. Let’s say that 
your car is worth about $10k private sale, but with your issue it’s going to make the car harder to sell. 
You kept all your service records so that will help build value in the car, but still your car has been 
listed for two months with no interest. On top of it all you haven’t been able to drive your car with 
previous issue not being addressed yet. At this point you accept an offer half of the value and use the 
$5k for a down payment on a new car.  
 
You find a car you like and it happens to be $30k. Since you’re the kind of person who puts 20% 
down on a loan you come up with other $1k to make up the difference. You got a decent interest rate 
on your loan so the cost of borrowing the money will only cost you $3300. You got a monthly car 
payment now of $500, which you didn’t have before, but it’s ok because you got a warranty for the 
next 3 years on a car with a 5 year loan. Because it’s a newer, more expensive car the insurance 
went up slightly, let’s say $50. Also don’t forget about the taxes and title fees for this new car, 
depending on where you live, perhaps $2500.  
 
This new car cost you your old car, time selling it, $1k cash, a more expensive registration fee each 
year, increased your monthly expenses by at least $550 each month and will only be worth less than 
half of what you paid for it in about 5 years. Depending how you look at it, the price of fixing the car 
would have been paid off in three months if we compared the two options.  
 
This is just one example of how this kind of situation could play out. Yes, cars are expensive to 
maintain, but sometimes new cars are more expensive to own if we look at the numbers over a longer 
period of time. Anytime when making a decision like this, it’s best to have as much information as 
possible. Sometimes there isn’t a right or wrong decision; it’s just the best decision for you at the time.  
 
As always,  
 
Happy Motoring! 
 
Brian Peterman 
BMW/MINI Master Technician 
Shop Foreman at Avalon Motorsports 
Msportdoctor@gmail.com  
 

mailto:Msportdoctor@gmail.com
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-by Rhonda Johnson and Diana Peterman 

 
Color, decorate, go crazy and send it in for next month’s newsletter for a MINI gallery. You’re never 
too old to color! 
 

 
 

December MINItainment answer: 
1. All trucks and buses have 

 front and rear blind spots. 

 front, side, and rear blind spots. 
 front and side blind spots. 

 none of the above. 

 
2. When turning corners, use the ________ 

method to turn the steering wheel. 
 hand-off-hand method 

 hand-by-hand method 

 two-hand-button method 

 grip-and-slide method 

 

3. Which of the following statements is NOT 
correct? 

 When driving around bicycles, increase your following distance. 

 Motorcycles are entitled to the same full lane width as other vehicles. 

 Never drive beside a motorcycle in the same lane. 

 Bicycles and motorcycles move slower and stop 
slower than expected. 

 

4. Which of the following statements is true? 
 In metropolitan areas, you must signal 

continuously for 100 feet before making a turn. 
 At speeds above 55 mph, you must signal continuously for 100 feet 

before making a lane change. 

 In metropolitan areas, you must signal continuously for 50 feet 
before making a turn. 

 In urban areas, you must signal continuously for 200 feet before 
making a turn. 

 

5. You are on a multilane highway and approach an 
emergency vehicle that has stopped along the 
side of the road. You must 

 come to a complete stop. 
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 increase your speed to pass the emergency vehicle quickly. 

 leave at least one lane between your vehicle and 
the emergency vehicle, if possible. 

 maintain a following distance of about 50 feet from the emergency 

vehicle. 

 

6. Because of their size, trucks and buses often 
need to move ________to make right turns. 

 beyond the intersection 

 into the right lane 

 into the left lane 
 onto the shoulder 

 

7. When passing and reentering the lane in front of 
trucks or buses, drivers must maintain a 
constant speed because trucks and buses require 

 less time to stop than cars do. 

 less room to maneuver than cars do. 

 longer distances to slow down than cars do. 
 shorter distances to slow down than cars do. 

 

8. Drivers must use the _______ rule to maintain 
a safe following distance. 

 three-second rule 
 five-second rule 

 four-second rule 

 two-second rule 

 

9. When vehicles meet on a steep, narrow road that 
is not wide enough for two vehicles, the vehicle 
going downhill 

 must go first. 

 must yield the right-of-way to the vehicle going 
uphill. 

 must make a U-turn. 

 must move simultaneously with the vehicle going uphill. 

 

10. A loaded truck traveling at 55 mph with good 
tires and properly adjusted brakes on a clear, dry 
roadway requires a minimum of ________ to 
come to a complete stop. 

 200 feet 

 250 feet 

 280 feet 
 290 feet 

 
WHERE: Steamboat Springs, Headquarter Hotel: http://steamboatgrand.com  
WHEN: 08/09 - 08/13/17! 
BONUS EVENT: http://steamboatwinefestival.com  
 
We’ll be updating the MITM site as we move forward and the web portal should be open as we iron 
out the kinks, set up the registration page and get ready to go live! 
 

 
See the new calendar of events on our website! Click the link below to check out the calendar on the 
MINI5280 website and add it to your Google Calendar. 
 

MINI5280 Calendar     
 

 6 Jan 2017 Coiuntryman Sneak Peek at Schomp MINI 

 8 Jan MINI Coiuntryman Sneak Peek at MINI of Loveland 
 
 
 

http://steamboatgrand.com/
http://steamboatwinefestival.com/
http://mini5280.org/calendar-2/
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#mini5280 
If you post your MINI5280-related photos to Instagram, please tag them with #mini5280 

 

What is Instagram? 

Instagram is an online mobile photo-sharing, video-sharing, and social networking service that enables its users to take pictures and videos, and share 

them either publicly or privately on the app, as well as through a variety of other social networking platforms, such as Facebook, Twitter, Tumblr, and 

Flickr. (Source: Wikipedia) 

 

Remember to visit our store at CafePress! Just click on the logo of your choice and see what fun 

things you can order! 

Click the following link to get the goods now: 

MINI5280 CafePress Store 
 

 
 
 
 

Use the links below from our website for information and direction about your membership: 
  
General Membership Info    Renewing Members 
 
New Membership     To Check Your Membership Expiration 
 
  

http://www.cafepress.com/mini5280
http://mini5280.org/membership/
http://mini5280.org/msr-renewing-member/
http://mini5280.org/msr-new-member/
http://mini5280.org/msr-help/
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Member questions and concerns: 
 

? On drives, can we find a way to stay together during the trips? I hate getting separated 
and getting lost. I have a radio, but it doesn’t seem to help connect to the leader. Can we 
stop more frequently to gather up or something? I know it’s fun to drive fast, but it’s not 
fun when you are driving somewhere unknown and faster than you are comfortable.  

The driving experience is definitely part of the fun of MINI and we definitely love to take advantage of 
that which we’re fortunate to live in that is Colorado. Speed and maneuverability predictably fall in line 
with that as does slowing it down to soak up the splendor that surrounds us; both styles offer equally 
meaningful experiences for different folks. On a group drive it can be frustrating for some who relish 
the leisurely style in feeling left behind by those who are more daring especially for drivers who don’t 
have a radio. Unfortunately, this might be an instance in which the leisure crowd will have to speak up 
perhaps at the start of a drive. Knowing who’s leading on that day and what their driving inclinations 
are it would be a value to communicate the consideration and possibly offer suggestions for periodic 
meet up points since they just may not know to be aware. In doing so, you also might be surprised by 
who else would like to hang back with you. Another great option is to keep in mind that any member 
can plan an event…maybe you can host a lookie-loo drive??? 
 
? Is there a way to slow down the emails from MotorsportReg? I get so many. An occasional 

request for newsletter content is great and gets members engaged, but multiple emails 
about one subject is what I consider ‘spam’.   

Thanks for the feedback. This, too, is on the list to discuss at the officer meeting. 
 
? There are many members I don’t know. Can we have a low-key get-together to get to know 

each other? Not a drive, but just a gathering?   

That’s a great point and, in fact, there many members who prefer this to the commitment of being on 
the road (for too long). We are, after all, a social club so what is it if not for the gathering? With 
MINI5280 being a club of members we all make the club by our participation and the fervor of those 
who plan a lot of events may dominate the calendar with their style; however, they do provide great 
opportunities to see things that we may otherwise not be privy if not for their effort. In the last officer 
meeting it was discussed to plan such an event, so with the holiday season at a close please look 
forward to seeing one in the near future.  
 

? We haven’t had any club meetings in a very long time.  Do we still have those?  Are they 
announced somewhere? 

Yes, we’ve traditionally had monthly meetings in some informal fashion at least, but we can chalk it 
up to the bustle of holiday season that it’s been muffed. The officers are also convening this month so 
will be discussion that we can then share with you soon. As far as announcing meetings, they’re 
presented in the same way as any other event: created on our Facebook pages, inserted into the 
Google calendar on the website and typically sent as an email event through MSR. 
 
? Where on the website can I find member discounts … or what newsletter were they last 

published in?  Maybe a recurring blurb in the newsletter with where to find that info or 
publish that info directly. 

In its former life the newsletter regularly included vendors who offered club members various 
discounts and incentives. With the new administration it was omitted pending verification with vendors 
who wanted to continue their contribution and inviting others to be included. With the changes that 
were being managed last year we regret that his went by the wayside, but it is on the list to revisit 
during the next officer meeting. 
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CLASSIFIED 
 

Here are a few things that you might be interested in. Where necessary, please click on the links to 
their respective Craigslist ads for further details about each item. Contact info for items not listed on 
Craigslist has been included. If you have anything you’re trying to sell, please send details to 
secretary@mini5280.org for posting in next month’s newsletter.

 
2015 MCS Hardtop $22,950 
http://denver.craigslist.org/cto/5935549045.html                

 
 

 
 

 
16” Rims $200    Brian 303.913.3065 

 
 

 
Chrome Mirror Caps $75 
http://denver.craigslist.org/pts/5909516141.html 

 
 

 

2007 MCS $8,500 
http://denver.craigslist.org/cto/5924965650.html 

 

 

2005 MCS $5,275 Tom 720-545-7808 

http://cosprings.craigslist.org/cto/5946130263.ht
ml     

 
 

mailto:secretary@mini5280.org
http://denver.craigslist.org/cto/5935549045.html
http://denver.craigslist.org/pts/5909516141.html
http://denver.craigslist.org/cto/5924965650.html
http://cosprings.craigslist.org/cto/5946130263.html
http://cosprings.craigslist.org/cto/5946130263.html
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Artistic Reflection is offering a special discount code just for MINI5280 members! 

Enter code IMWITH5280 at checkout to receive 10% off anything in the shop! 

Choose from magnetic badges, decals, Eyeshades, and more! 

www.ArtisticReflection.com 

 

 

 

 
Does your MINI want a chance in the spotlight? Show it off! Send a few pictures of you and/or 
your MINI along with a brief description to secretary@mini5280.org and they will be featured in 

the following month's newsletter! 
 
 
 
 

http://www.artisticreflection.com/
mailto:secretary@mini5280.org

