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 MINI5280 Newsletter- March 2017 
 

Hello, this is just a reminder that you’re receiving this email because you are a MINI5280 club member. Don’t forget to add secretary@mini5280.org to 

your address book so we’re sure to land in your inbox! 

 

Rhonda Johnson president@mini5280.org   Diana Peterman secretary@mini5280.org 

Bob Burgess treasurer@mini5280.org  

 
Dia dhuit MINIACS! 

 

There’s a lot of good reading this month so make sure you’re thorough. The 

MITM update shows how we’re moving along with planning; the club 

meeting summary from March 4 might be of particular interest to those 

who were not able to attend- there will be a few changes which are noted; 

we have a couple feel-good community stories (re Angel Flight); Ray Gross 

will be providing regular updates about SOCOM (Southern Colorado MINIs) 

and their Facebook link has been added to Club Links for those who want to 

keep in touch; Brian’s Bulletin takes you back to basics; and we’re even 

saving water with a waterless car wash.  

 

There’s always something happening around here. Keep it up MINI5280! 

 

Remember that the DUE DATE FOR NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS IS THE 

1
ST

 OF THE MONTH. If I don’t get it, you won’t see it! Please email all 

newsletter submissions, feedback, questions, and any ideas for the club to 

secretary@mini5280.org.  

 

Diana Peterman 

MINI5280 Secretary 

  

 
 Welcome New Members  

 President’s Message 

 MITM Update 

 Club Meeting Summary 

 What Happened Last Month 

 Brian’s Bulletin 

 Last Hour Poll 

 MINItainment 

 Membership Info 

 
 

1. Website: http://mini5280.org/ 

2. Facebook: MINI5280 

3. A Facebook place for members to MINI with 

each other : MINI5280 Conversations 

4. Our national event: MINIS In the Mountains 

(MITM) 

5. Our members in the south: Southern 

Colorado MINIs (SOCOM) 

6. Our sister club: MiniCOW- Minis of 

Colorado and Wyoming 

7. A local classic Mini club: Minis of the 

Rockies (MOTR)  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please welcome our new members: 
 

 Jamie Demmitt 

 James Bailiff 

 John Murphy 

 Gail Smith 

 Daniel Cayo 

 Natalie Vande Vuss 

 Becky Kuchera 

 Matt Hernandez 

 Nathaniel Perkins 

IN THIS ISSUE 

Club Links 
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mailto:treasurer@mini5280.org
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/114516478633973/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/114516478633973/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/minicow/
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http://www.minisrock.com/
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Hello MINI5280! 

 

We are starting to pick up momentum for MITM2017 now! Our kickoff for MINIs in the Mountains 

was a success and we've got our committees hard at work. If you would like to volunteer for MITM, 

please contact me or Diana and we can certainly sign you up! Our next MITM volunteer meeting will 

be at Pint's Pub on March 18th at 3pm.   

 

Jamie has scheduled her 7th annual Leprechaun Run for March 11th! Last year there were over 25 

MINIs participating in this annual event. Be sure to dress yourself AND your MINI in green! Also in the 

works are many other drives, so stay tuned. 

 

And as always, please remember, this is a club for you! If there's a drive you want to do, whether it's 

on a favorite twisty, or even to a favorite restaurant, throw it out there and we can help plan it for 

you. It's always fun to get new ideas, so please don't hesitate to let us know.  

 

Thanks for being a part of MINI5280 

 

Rhonda Johnson 

President@mini5280.org  

 

 

St Patrick’s Day Coloring Fun by Jay Leonardy 

 

mailto:President@mini5280.org
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WHERE: Steamboat Springs, Colorado 

WHEN: 08/09 - 08/13/17! 

 

Greetings Minions! 

 

Another year brings another MINIs in the Mountains. This August from the 9th to 13th we will be 

motoring in and around Steamboat Springs, CO. At the end of January, we had our first organizational 

meeting and all the committees are spun up and running full steam ahead. As always, we still need 

volunteers (that's you) to help run the event up on the hill. If you would like to help out and get a 

snazzy, 1 of a kind, never to be re-printed again, custom staff t-shirt, please send your contact info to 

Rhonda Johnson, who is doubling as the Volunteer Coordinator and club President. You can contact 

her at President@mini5280.org 

 

There are quite a number of other events going on during our stay up in Steamboat, and this has 

caused a shortage in available lodging in the area, so I implore you to book your reservation now if 

you are considering attending in August. Head on over to www.minisinthemountains.com for all your 

lodging and registration needs. 

 

Sponsors and Vendors have begun to trickle in, and we should have some updates soon on who 

those are, we're just waiting on some administrative paperwork. If you have suggestions or requests 

and would like someone to act on them for you, send a note to 

sponsors@minisinthemountains.com or vendors@minisinthemountains.com with the company 

contact info and we'll get right on that for you.   

 

Our staff and event shirts this year will feature an 8-color event logo, twice the normal amount, and 

the grille badge will be a full color version as well. I think with the gradients involved in the grille 

badge it's somewhere around 12-15 colors!  There are some extra merchandise options in the event 

store as well: long sleeve t-shirts, a flexfit hat, and a hoodie. 

 

We look forward to seeing you and your MINIs/Minis/MINIs and Minis/and or any combination of 

other transportation modes in Steamboat for the 10th bi-annual MINIs in the Mountains! 

 

Jeremy Nelson 

2017 MITM Coordinator 

info@minisinthemountains.com 

 

 

 
 

 

 

mailto:President@mini5280.org
http://www.minisinthemountains.com/
mailto:sponsors@minisinthemountains.com
mailto:vendors@minisinthemountains.com
mailto:info@minisinthemountains.com
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-following photos submitted by Diana Peterman 

 

 
 

We had a club meeting on March 4 at Infinitus Pie in Wheat Ridge. Pete and his team of wonder 

dudes accommodated us, and our 28 MINIs, with heart and vigor. One after another dough was 

tossed, sauced and sprinkled with a number of tasty ingredients, a magnificent sight of efficiency and 

humor. They reserved the entire back room for us and did we need it the hoodlums that we are! 

 

After chowing down and catching up with friends both old and brand spankin’ new, we got down to 

the nitty gritty. Here’s a summary of the discussion: 
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 MITM 

o registration is live and the website is up (*see the update at the start of the newsletter 

for links). As information is gathered and straightened out the site will be updated to 

reflect any known changes. The volunteer planning committee is now hard at work to 

gather sponsorship, vendor representation and recruiting club member volunteers to 

run various posts through the event.   

 Fundraising 

o Our bank account is a bit under what is financially comfortable for operating a club of 

this size and function, especially with MITM upcoming. To plan and pay deposits for 

various reservation and municipal purposes is looking to cost us a fair amount of money, 

so we discussed various fundraising options to give us a better cushion with which to 

provide club members with a nicer experience.  

 A silent auction: items to be donated by club members. Examples include 

photographic services, custom art work, jewelry, archery lessons, picnic basket, 

movie tickets, dinner voucher, and lots lots more! 

 T-shirt design contest: club members will be encouraged to design their own 

limited edition t-shirt logo for some event for the club. 

 A one-time, tax deductible donation to the club. 

 A club member cookbook: members will submit their favorite personal recipes 

and the complete book will be available for purchase.  

 Raffle time: a to-be-determined amount for a set number of tickets will put your 

name into a drawing. The winner will win by splitting the raffle amount with the 

club treasury. 

o Time passes faster than we’re aware of sometimes and the end of the year is 

approaching. With club officer elections to take place in the fall, the current 

administration is focused on setting up the incoming officers for success- another 

reason for our efforts to add a comma or two to the coffers- so that they are able to 

start operating under smoother circumstances and have a fruitful term. 

 Officer election 

o Club officer terms are for a volunteer-based two-year period and elections will be taking 

place in November for the term starting January 2018 through December 2019. If you’re 

interested in what responsibilities are included with each position, please feel free to 

inquire with any of the officers. The club bylaws state that officers can be in office for 

two terms, so it is possible that any of the current officers can be reelected to post and 

not necessarily to the same position that they current hold if, of course, it is voted so. 

 Value of Membership 

o During the meeting, club members voted to raise annual dues to $40 effective April 1. 

The club dues started at $25 in 2004 and in 13 years still remains at only $27. With the 

rising cost of goods and operating expenses and to ensure a comfortable balance of 

funds it was voted that going to $40 per year for a household/family membership was 

fair. 

o It is not widely understood what the dues pay for with some members expressing 

dissatisfaction with membership packet contents to provisions during club events. As 
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stated on the membership page of our website MINI5280.org, your club dues,“… help 

pay expenses related to operating the club: door prizes, stickers, insurance, fees, 

website, magnets, food and soft drinks for meetings and other activities. New 

members receive an official MINI5280.org window decal and other club logo items 

(subject to availability).” So you can see that the existing membership fee of $27 

doesn’t stretch far when it’s divided in so many ways. 

 We voted to consolidate the Facebook pages to streamline the information process. Effective 

April 1 we will be eliminating the use of MINI5280 Events and MINI5280 Buy/Sell/Trade and 

exclusively using MINI5280 Conversations. Events can be created and managed on the 

Conversations page as well as posting classified ads. Please keep in mind the transition and 

refrain from using those pages. 

 

 

MINI5280 Conversations as it appears on a desktop.  

You can find a list of scheduled events by clicking on the Events tab by the yellow arrow. 

Access a drop-down menu of options by clicking on “More” by the blue arrow: Sell Something, Add File, 

Create Photo Album, Create Doc, Create Event, Live Video. 
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MINI5280 Conversations as it appears in the app on my phone (left). 

By clicking on the three dots to which the green arrow indicates, a separate menu will pop up (right) 
where you can create events and post items to buy/sell/trade among others. 

 

 

 Future Drives 

There are a couple of drive/event ideas up a few sleeves around here, but everyone is 

encouraged to participate. If you have an idea, grow it! If you don’t have the time or desire 

to see it through but don’t want to waste it, let us know and we’ll help get it going! If you 

need guidance with a concept, there a ton of people in the club with loads of experience 

who are happy to give you direction.  

 MINI5280 Charitable donations 

o MINI Takes the States t-shirts: A total of $500 was made from the sale of shirts and we 

were lucky that MiniCOW split the profits with MINI5280 to be donated to the charity of 

our choosing. Our $250 donation went to the Laradon organization. 

o Yalla Yalla GoPro raffle: $500 raffle money was donated to the Breast Cancer Foundation. 

 What’s in a name? 

o As we went around the room and made introductions of ourselves and our MINIs, it was 

discovered that there are a handful of people who have yet to name their MINIs. FOR 

SHAME! Though they were promptly booed (in good fun), they were also lovingly 

encouraged. Let’s welcome the newbs and show them a good time! 

 THANK YOU!! 

o On behalf of the officers, I would like to thank you for participating in our most 

productive meeting. Attendance was fantastic and participation fruitful. There was a lot 

to discuss and we’re beholden to have such supportive members who make the club so 

terrific. 
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-following photos submitted by Bob Burgess

 

 
-following photo submitted by William Probeck 
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An Adam Ant Weekend In Tuscon- Feb 11 
-photos submitted by Melissa Benson 

 

A concert weekend to see Adam Ant in Tuscon wouldn’t be complete without a stop to see some 

desert MINIs in Tempe, Arizona. Where else will our club members go in 2017? 
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Waterless Car Wash – Feb 18 
-submitted by Diana Peterman 

 

MINI5280 club member David Ratliff put out a call for dirty MINIs to do a demo of a waterless car 

wash to promote a mobile wash business he’s trying to get off the ground after recovering from a 

recent back surgery. Fenton had needed a good washing for a quite a long time, but it was only just 

after seeing David’s post and taking a good look at Fenton that I realized how embarrassingly filthy 

he was. I couldn’t remember the last time he had a bath, then Brian suggested that it was probably at 

his last oil service…which was also a smidge overdue. I’m a fairly detail-oriented person, but my 

patience for car detailing and washing is unequivocally deficient, so I took advantage of the 

opportunity and booked a last-minute appointment. 

 

One groovy facet about being MINI is the camaraderie within the community. As David was providing 

a service, one that I loathe, at no cost, we pit-stopped at King Soopers for some food and headed up 

to the Ratliff house for a chicken wingin’ good time. A few more MINIacs also managed to show up to 

cause a ruckus, but between the socializing and tending to baby I regrettably wasn’t able to observe 

more of David’s process. 

 

What I did pay attention to was pleasing to see. This might not be news to some, even most, but the 

color-changing Griot’s Wheel Cleaner was something satisfying to watch as it revealed the dirt on 

Fenton’s shoes. However, it was the EcoSmart wash, the feature product that fascinated. A 50oz  spray 

bottle of EcoSmart was all it took to get Fenton gleaming. No water. ZERO. How my heart purred with 

delight that we were conserving our most valuable, indispensable resource!  

 

EcoSmart features anti-static technology and natural clay and eco-wax to make a super versatile 

product that can be used to clean any paintwork, plastic trim, wheels, bumpers, glass and even the 

engine bay in varying degrees of filth from dust to mud and soil all without the use of chemicals. 

Because no water or hoses are required it can be used indoors, in the winter, and even in direct 

sunlight. One statistic on the chemicalguys.com (the makers of EcoSmart) website states that “the 

average commercial car wash uses 45 gallons of water per wash, and the average amateur uses 

up to 150 gallons of water per wash with a hose.” If that’s not incentive then I don’t know what is. 

 

Anyone can use this, but for someone like me who lives in a condo with very limited access to water 

through the property and no space but our garage to do any work, this is an incredible solution. And 

the best part is that with David I don’t even have to do it!  

 

He and Debbie are currently working up a menu of services to choose from and it should be live soon, 

though I bet if you flutter your eyes and tender a treat, especially if it’s for their dogs Harley and Sam 

who are predictably on MINI drives with them, it’s likely to garner you a couple extra credit points and 

zealous hug from Debbie to boot. 
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                                                  *photo submitted by Erin Shay 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

President’s Day Drive to Estes Park – Feb 20 
-submitted by Carl Johnson 

 

What better way to celebrate President’s Day than a drive up to Estes Park and Rocky Mountain 

National Park? Because park entry was FREE! We had five vehicles in our group including a MINI-

Infinity. We started at Starbucks in Golden with 50‘ish weather and headed west on Highway 6 veering 

right towards Central City. We continued north on Peak to Peak highway past Meeker Mountain and 

others. The road conditions were great most of the way there, but the winds really picked up as we  
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motored north. We arrived in Estes with 39 degrees of sunshine and high winds, perfect for the 

delicious comfort food we ordered at the Big Horn on the west side of Estes Park. Off to the park, the 

views were stunning. Each time we go we are just amazed! Here are our MINIs taking in the scenery! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MINI5280 Gives Back!! 
-submitted by Rhonda Johnson 

 

 
You might have heard something about a big rally called MINI Take the States that was held last 

summer. One of the stops on the route was in Cheyenne, Wyoming, the home of MiniCOW (MINIs of 

Colorado and Wyoming) and their awesome leaders Jim and Paula Taylor. Being the generous people 

that they are, Jim and Paula offered to sell Cheyenne stop t-shirts and split the proceeds between 
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MiniCOW and MINI5280, with the money going to a charity of our choosing. The shirts were a big hit 

and a profit of $500 was generated to be split between the two clubs.  

  

MINI5280 designated Laradon to receive our donation. Laradon is a day program and school for 

people who are intellectually and developmentally disabled.  To learn more about Laradon, please 

visit www.Laradon.org 

 

 

 

Paying it Forward with Angel Flight 
 

 
 

Today I drove my first mission as an “Earth Angel” for Angel Flight West.  

 

What is Angel Flight?  

 

It is an organization that coordinates private pilots who volunteer their time and planes to transport 

patients for medical treatments. They recently added another group of volunteers to help with ground 

transport.  

 

Many of you have met my son, Sawyer. He’s the teen lugging around an oxygen tank. When he was 

younger, he needed treatment that was only available in San Antonio, TX. Find out more about his 

VEPTR implants here. He was #129 in the FDA trials. We had to travel to TX twice a year and since 

Sawyer needs oxygen that makes commercial flights challenging and expensive. Also, scheduling 

return flights after surgery was rough: change fees, changing scheduled oxygen took several days 

with additional fees… 

 

Enter Angel Flight. The pilots can be very flexible, they let us take our own oxygen tanks with us, we 

got to meet some fabulous people, and they made a stressful time more manageable. 

http://www.laradon.org/
http://www.chop.edu/treatments/vertical-expandable-prosthetic-titanium-rib-veptr
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Last fall, I received a message looking for Earth Angels drivers as AFW was expanding that program 

into Colorado. Time to pay it forward! 

 

Back to today… I picked up a woman and her daughter-in-law companion at Rocky Mountain Metro 

Airport. They flew in from Montana with an Angel Flight pilot. I shuttled them to their hotel, which is 

home base while she receives treatment this week at University Hospital. The ladies just loved their 

ride in Dusty. They said maybe they would need to get a MINI, but how is it in the snow? The mother 

wanted to put my car in her purse. When she asked what she could pay me (nothing, I’m a volunteer!), 

I said she could tell me she likes my car and I’ll be happy. 

 

If this program interests you: whether to drive, fly, or you know someone who could use Angel Flight 

services, check out http://www.angelflightwest.org for more information. You can also contact me 

with any questions you may have. Email, FB Messenger, or send me a phone number and we can chat. 

 

Melissa 

missyannbenson@q.com 

 

 

 

 
 

So is it still winter. It has only been in the 60s and 70s. What a great time of the year for Motoring. We 

were finally able to get a February ride in. It was a quick one, but fun nonetheless. On 26 Feb we were 

able to muster seven MINIs for a nice scenic ride through Garden of the Gods.  Nothing too fast but 

we were able to stay together and give some of the onlookers a sight with the MINIs cruising through 

the park. From there we headed south for a special treat. We ended up at the Broadmoore area where 

they have the Palmer Heritage Museum. Our guide provided us a great tour through the museum 

filled with early carriages and several old cars. We even got to see the early 18-passenger buggy with 

http://www.angelflightwest.org/
mailto:missyannbenson@q.com
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a wine/whiskey bar in the back. We found out where the terms "Dashboard", "Cocktail", and "I will be 

there with bells on" came from. You will have to ask some of the MINIacs that attended the ride for 

that. The other half of the museum was dedicated to the Pikes Peak International Hill Climb. The race 

up Pikes Peak is the second oldest race that has been going since before WWI. We saw some of the 

cars that raced up and some that didn't make it.  Some of you may remember one of our own 

Savannah Rickli from Littleton who was the youngest driver to run the race in 2010.  And of course 

she drove a MINI Cooper S which got her 3rd place in the Time Attack class. We all had a great time 

checking all the great displays they had. OK, this was not much of a ride but it was still fun and we got 

to see some MINIacs that we have not seen in a while. Thanks to all of those that came out for an 

enjoyable day. Stay tuned as I am working on another ride for March 25th. Keep checking the SOCOM 

site along with the MINI5280 site for details. 

 

Another quick tip: just recently Winslow BMW in the Springs announced they are servicing MINIs. 

They have MIN diagnostic equipment and BMW trained technicians. They cannot do any warranty or 

warranty maintenance work, but they can perform some of the basic services, so for those of you who 

want to save a trip to Denver and like to get your service done at a dealership, you have an option 

here in the Springs. 

 

Keep motoring, 

Ray Gross 

 

 

 

It’s interesting how things come in cycles. I’ve been getting a lot of questions recently about basic 

service intervals, so I thought it’d be a good time to revisit a previously submitted topic. It’s always 

good to get back to basics! 

 

Common Maintenance Intervals 
-originally published in the February 2015 newsletter 
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It’s a regular occurrence that I’m asked, “What can I do to keep my MINI running like new and avoid 

large, expensive problems in the future?” Most shops will differ in their opinions on recommended 

service intervals, so I thought it appropriate to put together a list of common maintenance services 

that I recommend, at what intervals they should be performed and why. 

 

Engine Oil Services- every 5-7k miles 

The number one killer of vehicles out of warranty is going too long between engine oil services. There 

are many repairs that are performed that I believe could be prevented with properly maintained 

engine oil service intervals using a quality synthetic engine oil. Based on performing engine oil 

samples for clients and discussing with them their driving habits, I recommend the following: 5k-mile 

interval for vehicles that spend most of their life in the city and for those who live on the open road, 

7k.  

 

You may ask, “What if don’t drive 5k miles in a year?” While this is very uncommon for a MINI owner, I 

recommend an engine oil service once a year accompanied by an inspection. The engine oil sitting in 

your oil pan has more than engine oil floating around in there which will start breaking down the 

protective additives in the engine oil.  Also, time is just as much an enemy as mileage. Generally 

speaking 10 years equals about 10k miles of wear to your car, unless you keep your MINI in a climate 

controlled vacuum bubble.   

 

Another thing I hear is, “I totally understand the value of performing engine oil services, but what is 

considered quality engine oil?” Every manufacturer has a minimum quality rating for the engine oil 

that should be used in their engines.  This rating is more important than the weight of the engine oil 

being used and because the bottle of oil says synthetic doesn’t mean that the engine oil is 100% 

synthetic. As a rule of thumb, unless you’re paying more than $8 for a quart of engine oil, it’s probably 

not 100% synthetic engine oil. From the engine oil samples I have taken over the years my favorite oil 

companies are Schaeffer’s, Motul, Fuchs, and Redline, in that order.   

 

Trust me, you are getting the condensed version of my engine oil service rant. I’m hoping to start 

getting you excited about the technology in high end engine oils and the value that they will bring to 

your MINI. If you really want to get excited about engine oil services you should come in and get a 

free engine oil sample. The results return in about a month. Although it takes about three engine oil 

services to see the full effects in the change of engine oil, I have yet to find anyone who wasn’t excited 

to see what was going on inside the engine with actual numbers from scientists.     

 

Brake Fluid Service- every 2 years 

Brake fluid is an interesting fluid.  It is a hydroscopic fluid which absorbs the moisture from the 

air. This moisture will vaporize when heated by aggressive driving and could cause poor braking 

response.  Another important reason for flushing out the brake fluid every two years regardless of 

miles is because the old brake fluid has contaminants floating in it which can cause damage to the 

internals of the braking hydraulic systems. I strongly believe that the brake fluid services I perform are 

the reason why I don’t replace braking system hydraulic components, calipers, master cylinders, etc. 
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as much as other manufacturers. If your brake fluid looks any darker than a light amber color then it’s 

a good sign that the brake fluid system needs to be flushed.   

 

Cooling System Service- every 3 years 

The cooling system is no less complicated than the engine or braking systems. Just like engine oil, 

coolant becomes acidic if it’s not flushed out which will break down seals and metal components. I 

have seen coolant so acidic that a voltage was being generated like a battery. This voltage will erode 

metal components such as radiators and water pumps. When a cooling system service is performed a 

cleaner should be added to the system to assist in breaking down the contaminants in the cooling 

system. After the cooling system service is completed a vacuum and pressure test should be 

performed to ensure the integrity of the cooling system.   

 

Cabin Air Filter- once a year 

The cabin filter, or microfilter as it is also known, captures dust, pollen and with the activated carbon 

in the filter, unpleasant smells. This recommendation varies depending on how much and where you 

drive your MINI, but a year interval is safe. Colorado is very dusty and it’s nice that there is a filter that 

captures the debris before making itself into the cabin.   

 

Engine Air Filter- once a year 

The engine air filter filters the outside air before being used in the combustion process. This filter is 

important because these dust particles travel everywhere in the engine. I have pulled off engine valve 

covers and to find that it looks like someone sprinkled sand on the top of the engine. This is most 

likely from the engine air filter not filtering properly and these particles getting into the engine 

lubrication system and getting deposited on the highest part of the engine, the camshafts and 

cylinder head. When replacing the engine air filter one important step is commonly missed, cleaning 

out the engine air filter box. I use compressed air to blow out the debris that has collected in the 

engine air filter box and wipe it out. There are times that I have to scoop out the debris in the engine 

air filter box by hand before blowing it out because of the amount of stuff that has collected in the air 

box.  

 

A quality engine air filter should be installed. A cheap engine air filter from one of the auto parts box 

stores never seal correctly and visually compared to the factory filter simply looks cheap. While talking 

about engine air filters I should bring up using K&N reusable/cleanable engine air filters. A K&N filter 

uses the paper or fabric to catch the big stuff and the oil on the filter is for catching the smaller debris. 

I know if you Google problems with using K&N engine air filters there are all kinds of posts about 

how they cause problems with their vehicle. In my experience as a technician, I have never had a 

problem with a vehicle that was caused from a properly installed K&N engine air filter. My only issue 

with K&N filters is that they are a pain in the butt to clean, mostly because it’s time consuming to do 

a good job.   

 

Fuel Filter- every 60k miles 

Fuel filters do the same thing as the air filters, filter debris to protect an important component. A fuel 

pump is an electric motor that pushes fuel from the fuel tank to the front of the engine that is also 
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cooled and lubricated with fuel. As with the engine air filter we need to keep contaminants out of the 

fuel system to keep the fuel pump running without premature wear.   

 

Drivetrain Fluids- every 60k miles 

The drivetrain is considered everything that is driven by the engine that makes the vehicle move: 

transmission, differentials, transfer cases, drive shafts and axles. On a Cooper or Clubman, the power 

of the engine transfers to the transmission which then transfers the power to the differential, then to 

the axles, then to the wheels. If you have a Countryman then there is a transfer case and a rear 

differential in the equation. The drivetrain components are always working and over time this causes a 

breakdown in the protective additives of the fluid. This can cause a gradual “looseness” in the 

vehicle’s drivetrain because the drivetrain components are just wearing out.   

 

Spark Plugs- 45k miles for the forced induction engines, 60k miles for the naturally aspirated 

engines 

Spark plugs are a commonly overlooked service, but they take a quite a beating. That random misfire, 

rough idle, failed ignition coil, flooding issue or just-doesn’t-feel-as-peppy-as-it-used-to, could be 

caused from worn spark plugs. Quality spark plugs are not cheap, but are worth the money. I have 

chased down driveability issues to find cheap parts box store spark plugs installed. Just because it fits 

in the hole doesn’t mean it belongs there.   

 

Tire Rotation Service- at every engine oil service 

Buying quality tires is expensive and we need to do what we can to prolong their lives. Tires will wear 

differentially depending where they are located on the vehicle even if the alignment is perfect. To get 

even wear on the tires it’s important to let each tire live at each position on the vehicle. New tire tread 

depth is around 8mm and tires should be replaced with around 3mm of tread depth. Mileage of a tire 

depends on how aggressive the vehicle is driven.   

 

Alignment Checks- at least once a year, preferably twice a year 

Along with tire rotations, alignment checks are a main factor in prolonging the life of tires. MINIs are 

aligned with an accuracy of .01 of a degree (one hundredth), so it doesn’t take much to throw the 

vehicle out of alignment. These alignment checks are also good for catching damage to the 

suspension that cannot be seen by the naked eye. 

 

Comprehensive Vehicle Inspection- at least once a year 

I compare these inspections to the annual wellness visit with your doctor: he gives you a list of 

recommendations to optimize your health (stop eating junk food, get more exercise) and if anything 

is found during the visit such as a suspicious mole on your skin further diagnosis is required. I believe 

these inspections are crucial to keeping your MINI running at peak performance. These inspections 

provide me the necessary time to thoroughly comb your car to possibly catch any issues before they 

have the chance to worsen and rise in cost. My inspection report will cover recommended services 

and repairs along with anything that was tested and the results of the tests. There may be notes 

included in the report about items that should be monitored. These notes are just as much for me as 
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they are for you. For you, these notes serve to prepare you for possible repair in the future and for me 

they’re a reminder of the details of the previous inspection.  

  

These are some of the more common general maintenances that are performed. Just like people, each 

vehicle wears differently. Sometimes these intervals will vary slightly and include other recommended 

services. My hope is that this list will give you an enhanced understanding on what to expect at 

certain intervals during the life of your MINI and the reasons behind these services. 

 

If you have any questions that you would like answered (and possibly featured in the next newsletter), 

please feel free to email me! 

 

As always,  

 

Happy Motoring! 

 

Brian Peterman 

BMW/MINI Master Technician 

Msportdoctor@gmail.com  

 

 

 

Road Trip! 

4-8 hours: 5.7%

8-12 hours: 5.7%

12-16 hours: 54.3%

16-20 hours: 34.3%

We're MINIons. We know better than to kid ourselves about our time on the road, but of course we 
have our personal tastes and limits on what's enough in one go. In a Facebook poll, members were 
asked what their longest stretch of non-stop driving was (aside from gas and bathroom breaks). Here's 
how our club shakes out. 

mailto:Msportdoctor@gmail.com
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-by Diana Peterman  
 
This will be a two-part game. This month we’ll test your knowledge of members’ MINI names and next month we’ll match the MINI to its 
owner. How well do you know your friends??? 
 

1.  
 

A. Volly 
B. Dusty 
C. Rocket 
D. Igby 

2.  

A. Sir Nigel Murray 
B. Dusty 
C. Buzz Cooper III 
D. Max 

3.  

A. Rocket 
B. Igby 
C. Cleo 
D. Volly 

4.  
 

A. Cleo 
B. Buzz Cooper III 
C. Max 
D. Dusty 

5.  
 

A. Max 
B. Sir Nigel Murray 
C. Volly 
D. Cleo 

6.  
 

A. Sir Nigel Murray 
B. Buzz Cooper III 
C. Max 
D. Rocket 
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7.  
 

A. Volly 
B. Igby 
C. Sir Nigel Murray 
D. Dusty 

8.  
 

A. Igby 
B. Rocket 
C. Max 
D. Cleo 

 

 

February MINItainment key: 

My puzzling skills left something to be desired last month. Someone contacted me and questioned 

where in the grid she could find “One Headlight”. I looked and looked and found “One Headligh” 

minus the “t”. Upon closer inspection I discovered further mistakes. Check below to spot them! 

 

 

What It’s Supposed 
To Be 

How It Appears In 
the Grid 

Life Is A Highway  

One Headlight One Headligh 

Radar Love Radar Love 

Lowrider  

The Distance The Distance 

Mustang Sally Mustang Sally 

Pink Cadillac Cadillac 

Wagon Wheel Wagon Wheel 

On the Road Again On the Road Again 
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Check the calendar of events on our website! Click the link below to check out the calendar on the 

MINI5280 website and add it to your Google Calendar. 

MINI5280 Calendar     
 11 March  Leprechaun Run #7 

 18 March  MITM Volunteer Meeting at Pint’s Pub 

 27-30 May 3rd Annual MINI Rush-More trip to the Black Hills 

 9-13 Aug  MITM (MINIs In the Mountains 

 

 

#mini5280 
If you post your MINI5280-related photos to Instagram, please tag them with #mini5280 

 

What is Instagram? 

Instagram is an online mobile photo-sharing, video-sharing, and social networking service that enables its users to take pictures and videos, and share 

them either publicly or privately on the app, as well as through a variety of other social networking platforms, such as Facebook, Twitter, Tumblr, and 

Flickr. (Source: Wikipedia) 

 

 

Remember to visit our store at CafePress! Just click on the logo of your choice and see what fun 

things you can order! 

Click the following link to get the goods now: 

MINI5280 CafePress Store 
 

 

http://mini5280.org/calendar-2/
http://www.cafepress.com/mini5280
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Use the links below from our website for information and direction about your membership: 
  

General Membership Info    Renewing Members 
 

New Membership     To Check Your Membership Expiration 
 

 

 

 

 

Does your MINI want a chance in the spotlight? Show it off! Send a few pictures of you and/or 

your MINI along with a brief description to secretary@mini5280.org and they will be featured 

in the following month's newsletter! 
 
 
 
 

http://mini5280.org/membership/
http://mini5280.org/msr-renewing-member/
http://mini5280.org/msr-new-member/
http://mini5280.org/msr-help/
mailto:secretary@mini5280.org

