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 MINI5280 Newsletter- May 2017 
 

Hello, this is just a reminder that you’re receiving this email because you are a MINI5280 club member. Don’t forget to add secretary@mini5280.org to 
your address book so we’re sure to land in your inbox! 

 

Rhonda Johnson president@mini5280.org   Diana Peterman secretary@mini5280.org 
Bob Burgess   treasurer@mini5280.org 
 

 
Wow! 
 
There’s too much to read this month that I had to condense the In This Issue 
from being too long on the page. In an effort to avoid redundancy I’ll just 
remind you to please read EVERYTHING. Seriously. We have your t-shirt 
design contest winner, there’s significant MITM update, and an important 
car seat safety article among the usually awesome content, of course. And a 
special Easter egg for this month’s MINItainment. 
 
Remember that the DUE DATE FOR NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS IS THE 
1ST OF THE MONTH. If I don’t get it, you won’t see it! Please email all 
newsletter submissions, feedback, questions, and any ideas for the club to 
secretary@mini5280.org.  
 
Diana Peterman 
MINI5280 Secretary 
  
(April-mailed welcome packet envelope joke: What is on the back page of 
every Chevy owner’s manual? A bus schedule.) 

 
1. Welcome New Members, 2. President’s Message, 
3. T-shirt Design Contest Winner, 4. MITM 
Update, 5. What Happened Last Month, 6. Detailer’s 
Blog, 7. MINI Car Seat Safety, 8. PETS IN CARS,  
9. Brian’s Bulletin,10. Last Hour Poll,  
11. MINItainment, 12. Upcoming Events,  
13. Merchandise, 14. MEMBERSHIP INFO,  
15. Additional MITM Sponsors 

 
 

1. Website: http://mini5280.org/ 
2. Facebook: MINI5280 
3. A Facebook place for members to MINI with 

each other : MINI5280 Conversations 
4. Our national event: MINIS In the Mountains 

(MITM) 
5. Our members in the south: Southern 

Colorado MINIs (SOCOM) 
6. Our sister club: MiniCOW- Minis of 

Colorado and Wyoming 
7. A local classic Mini club: Minis of the 

Rockies (MOTR)  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please welcome our new members: 

(You’ll get your welcome packet within a couple of weeks!)
• Nick Lascor 
• Chris Koth 
• Ben Hansen 

• Elizabeth Ramirez 
• Darla Friedman 
• Bonnie Fischel 

• David Millar 
 
 

IN THIS ISSUE 

Club Links 

mailto:secretary@mini5280.org
mailto:president@mini5280.org
mailto:secretary@mini5280.org
mailto:secretary@mini5280.org
http://mini5280.org/
https://www.facebook.com/MINI5280/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MINI5280Conversations/
http://minisinthemountains.com/
http://minisinthemountains.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/114516478633973/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/114516478633973/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/minicow/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/minicow/
http://www.minisrock.com/
http://www.minisrock.com/
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Hello MINI5280! 
 
We had a very busy April. There were a lot of new faces around on the drives and we love that! We 
are so glad you are joining in on our fun! Be sure to look in the events link on our MINI5280 
Conversations page and on the Google Calendar on the website for all the upcoming drives. Be 
assured that there are more popping, too. 
 
MINIs in the Mountains is shaping up nicely as well. It's in Steamboat Springs, Colorado from August 
9th-13th. If you haven't booked your room yet...WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR?? Seriously folks, we 
would really like for you to have a bed at night if you are coming up to play in the mountains with us. 
Steamboat expects over 15,000 EXTRA people there during our MITM event. Hotels will be booked. 
And our block of rooms at the Steamboat Grand will likely be released in mid-June. Yes, that is 
BEFORE our registration period is over! So, please book your rooms as soon as possible, even before 
you register because you can register through July 21! 
 
We would like to thank everyone who has donated to MINI5280 using the one-time donation link. We 
are really grateful and appreciate all the support. The one-time donation fundraiser isn't our only 
fundraiser going. We have some very crafty and creative members putting together raffle baskets for 
MITM as well. Be sure and look for them at MITM check-in. We also had our t-shirt designing contest. 
Kristan Haynes wowed everyone with her amazing design and we will have that out for sale in the 
near future. Thanks to all our designers, Nadine Mapes, Erin Shay, and Brad Fountain, and a big thanks 
to everyone that participated in the voting process. 
 
And last but definitely not least, we have the elections coming up. In November we will be voting on 
the new officers for MINI5280. It's never too early to start thinking about who you want to represent 
the club for the next two years whether new or reelected (officers can serve for two terms, but not in 
the same position). If you have any questions about what we do or how we do it, please don't hesitate 
to ask. Bob, Diana, and I are more than happy to discuss the roles with you. Being an officer is actually 
kind of fun. :) You get to know all the ins and outs of the club and it's very interesting. I am very 
appreciative of the time I've spent representing the club so far and glad for the chance to help out. 
 
Thank you all again for being a part of MINI5280! 
 
Rhonda Johnson 
President@mini5280.org  
 
 
 

mailto:President@mini5280.org
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Here are the designs that were submitted for the contest. Kristan  and Nadine’s designs were battling 
for votes very closely the entire time, but ultimately Kristan’s won by a mere few. HOWEVER, because 

of the close call and the request to buy Nadine’s design we’re making both available for purchase! 
 

We’re finalizing design plans with Kristan and Nadine and when those are done we’ll send and post 
the link for you all to buy these super awesome shirts!!! 

 

 
 

Thank you Brad and Erin for your fun and colorful submissions, and thank you to all who voted and 
continue to make MINI5280 the place to be!
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Please join us for MINI Of Loveland’s Summer Solstice Drive June 21 7-9pm. The starting point 

is MINI of Loveland located at 4055 Byrd Dr, Loveland, Colorado 80538. The destination is 
near Horsetooth Reservoir. Free to register, food provided: 

REGISTER HERE 
 
 

 
WHERE: Steamboat Springs, Colorado 
WHEN: 08/09 - 08/13/17! 
WEBSITE: www.minisinthemountains.com  
 

CHECK OUT THE COUNTDOWN AND STAT TICKER ON THE WEBSITE!!! 
  
Registration fee $35 and includes the following: Owner’s Manual, Special Gift, T-shirt, Magnetic Grill 
Badge, Personalized ID Badge, Goodie Bag, and eligibility to enter NUF! Car Show and to purchase 
tickets to the Group Dinner. Additional merchandise may be purchased a la carte when you register. 
   
Pre-registration closes July 21. 
 

https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ee3ldq7f2281b3e0&oseq=&c=&ch=
http://www.minisinthemountains.com/
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Registration will not be available at the event. This doesn’t mean that you can’t attend; it just means 
that you will not get a goody bag since items for these are ordered and assembled ahead of time. 
 
LODGING: http://minisinthemountains.com/lodging/ 
 
CONTACTS: 
 
MITM Coordinator:  Jeremy Nelson   info@minisinthemountains.com 
Volunteer Coordinator: Rhonda Johnson   president@mini5280.org 
 As a volunteer you will get a staff t-shirt. 
Sponsor Chairs:  Carl Johnson & Debbie Ratliff sponsors@minisinthemountains.com 
Vendor Chair:  Ron Brauch    vendors@minisinthemountains.com 
 
 

   

WHO WANTS TO BUY THIS?? 

 
 

Mike Hillier paid his own dough to have a limited number of these aluminum license plates made solely 
to benefit the club. They are available for purchase for $20 a piece while supplies last. Find him on 
Facebook at MINI5280 Conversations or email me at secretary@mini5280.org and I can put you touch 
with him. 
 
 

 

http://minisinthemountains.com/lodging/
mailto:info@minisinthemountains.com
mailto:president@mini5280.org
mailto:sponsors@minisinthemountains.com
mailto:vendors@minisinthemountains.com
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UPDATE 
This month's update is brought to you by the color Metallic Midnight Black! (as everyone knows it's 
just the best color after all). The event is really starting to take shape: we have sponsors and vendors 
galore, and more signing on all the time. Head on over to www.minisinthemountains.com  and check 
them all out if you haven't yet (and maybe pre-order some goodies while you're there). 
 
Ramos Law Group, our Platinum sponsor, has chosen to lead us down the road for the group parade 
on Friday, August 11th.  Due to other factors in town, we will be pushing off from the Knoll Lot (our 
parking area) at 3pm sharp for the parade, make sure you are back in town from the twisties so you 
can participate. 
 
MINI of Loveland, our Gold sponsor, will be doing a scavenger hunt during MITM, so be sure to stop 
by their tent in the vendor area and find out the details. 
 
One of the other sponsors, GofastDynamics has given us a coupon code for $50 off a manic tune, just 
use the code MITM2017. 
 
The rides committee has been working in overdrive (pun intended) and routes have been 
finalized. There just remain some scheduling issues to figure out, but the rides should all be posted on 
the website in the next few weeks. 
 
As always, our vendor and sponsor chairs still need your help, if you have ideas or leads for either, 
please post in Facebook, call, or email someone about it. Having a short conversation with your 
proposal yourself will go a long way in seeing them attend MITM since you as the consumer have 
more pull then we do. 
 
If you haven't booked your room and are intending to attend the event in August, please please 
please book your room.  We are in danger of having to release the room block early if our numbers 
don't pick up. You can always cancel later if your plans change, but there really is a shortage of 
available rooms in the Steamboat area due to the volume of other events going on that weekend in 
the town proper. Obviously, I would prefer that you book at our host hotel, The Steamboat Grand, but 
if you choose to book elsewhere, the same advice applies. 
 
The NUF! car show will feature some special awards this year, and there will also be a few other 
surprises throughout the event. 
 
Mike Hillier, one of our NUF! chairman, has aluminum MITM Logo license plates for sale, they are full 
color, and are just $20. Drop a note on our Facebook page if you are interested in one; there is a 
limited run available. 
 
I’m making another site visit with a few others on the committee at the end of the month to tie up 
some loose ends for the event. 

http://www.minisinthemountains.com/
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The club's leadership has chosen to once again support a local charity this year. We'll have the 
proverbial hat at event Check-in if you'd like to make a donation in support. They have decided to 
support the Adams County Sheriff’s Office Orphan's Fund. Several club members will be putting 
together gift baskets that will be available for silent auction bidding. A part of the proceeds will go to 
this charity as well! 
 
Motor on Wayne!  Motor on Garth! 
 
Jeremy Nelson  
MITM 2017 Chair 
info@minisinthemountains.com  
 

AWESOME Raffle Baskets available at MITM!! 
-submitted by Donna Burgess 

 
This year we are holding a fun raffle during the group dinner at MITM. Here's how it works: 
 
All basket builders are club members who have volunteered to build a basket filled with goodies 
around a theme of their choosing either by purchasing items themselves or by having items donated. 
For example, Mike Hillier is building a basket themed "Taste of Colorado" and is filling it with goodies 
from our lovely state with one of those items being a bottle of something tasty that has been 
contributed by another member. 
 
In addition to the Taste of Colorado basket, some other themes you can look forward to are 
Gardening, Movie Time, Coffee, Drive Time, Dogs, and Car Spa. One of these AMAZING baskets could 
be yours!  
 
Tickets will be sold prior to the dinner for: ($1 each) or ($10 for 15 tickets) or ($20 for 40 tickets). 

     
               *sample baskets 

 
Proceeds will support MINI5280 operations and the Adams County Sheriff’s Office Orphan's Fund. 
 

mailto:info@minisinthemountains.com


9 
 

 

Sunday Breakfast Brunch Run – 3 April  
-submitted by Carl and Rhonda Johnson 

 

         
 
Snow-frosted foothills greeted us on the way to Monument, Colorado joining the Southern Colorado 
MINI (SOCOM) group for breakfast. Before the official start, the northern contingent caravanned from 
the Thornton Best Buy rendezvous point to the official ride location. Joining others at the Starbucks in 
Highlands Ranch, we took a route to Monument along the Front Range on 105. It was great to catch 
up and enjoy the conversation of SOCOM friends over breakfast. And not just any breakfast. The 
menu had a wide selection that made it hard to pick. And most importantly, the bacon was amazing. 
Their pancakes were fluffy, crepes “incroyable",  hot cocoa presented with whip cream drizzled in rich 
chocolate, and…. the bacon was amazing! A couple new members joined us who we hope will come 
out again to future events. We checked out MINIs afterwards. There was a cool Gen 1 hard top with 
fully adjustable race suspension and other performance improvements as well as a Countryman with a 
roof rack mounted on the cross bars and a good looking trailer hitch. Many of the usual suspects 
came in their well-known MINIs. Stickers were admired and aspired. We also reminisced about the 
bacon. Thanks to all who came.  We hope to see everyone at another event soon! 
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To Zoka’s We Go – 9 April 
-submitted by Diana Peterman 

 

 
  

I love the enthisiasm of the new members recently. We’ve had a few newbs take really awesome 
intitiative in getting involved and planning events. Enter Nick Lascor. His first drive, just a few days 

after joining our fair fellowship, started off in a Target parking lot where we garnered some glimpses 
from curious shoppers on a beautiful Sunday morning….. one of which matured into yet another new 
member! MINI5280 for the win! There was quite a mix of drivers, but it wouldn’t be MINI5280 if there 
wasn’t: oldies, newbies, and Jeremy’s we don’t see nearly enough. Because of prior engagements, a 
couple people weren’t able to join us for the drive but they came down to Highlands Ranch from 

Broomfield just for a quick chat and thoughful send-off. Nick led us along a club favorite down 285, 
just far enough to scratch the driving itch but not so long that you lose the day, before stopping for a 

lovely lunch at Zoka’s where a couple more friends split off from the group a smidgen early. 
Meandering back to town on dirts roads along a river and on through sweet Sedalia was a relaxing 

way to spend a Sunday afternoon. 
 

 
The blend of members and their preferences are spectacular. As everyone did on this particular drive, 
you can absolutely customize your experience in the club: come for a send-off, join for a part of or the 

whole thing, go with the flow if the route changes or gets extended. It’s an adventure! 
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MINIs Take the Peak – 22 April 
 

 
-photo by Melissa Benson 

 
MINIs from MINI5280 and Southern Colorado MINIs (SOCOM) decided it was time to take on America’s 
Mountain, Pike Peak. Pikes Peak is one of Colorado’s amazing 14ers.  It weighs in at 14,114ft and has a 19 
mile paved road to the top. Once on top it provides great views back down on Colorado Springs and much of 
El Paso County. 
 
So the date was set for 22 Apr 2017 to take on the mountain. MINIs were coming from up and down the Front 
Range to include Pueblo, Colorado Springs, Denver and North. Much to my surprise we woke up to a snow 
storm in Colorado Springs and up on the mountain. I called the rangers at Pikes Peak and they still had the 
road open up to the 13 mile mark.   
 
Members to the north met up at Castle Rock and caravanned south. We all met up at the beautiful Garden of 
the Gods Park in Colorado Springs. Much to my surprise Garden of the Gods was hosting an Earth Day 
celebration so the parking lot was closed. We ended up parking inside the park and eventually everyone got 
the word. When finally assembled we had 21 MINIs ready to head out in the snowstorm and make our way up 
Pikes Peak. 
 
We cruised through Garden of the Gods Park then routed through Manitou Springs. We finally made it to the 
main gate of Pikes Peak and were ready to go. Our line of MINIs started up the road. Although it was still 
snowing the road was not icy but had a lot of water on it. We took it slow and made sure we all stayed safe.  
The drop off was not something you would want to do.   
 
Typically, the view would be awesome as we travel up the mountain. Due to the snowstorm it was mostly 
cloudy. As we travelled up the road it did seem to get a little better in spots. We did get a nice clearing when 
we hit Crystal Lake, so we did get a nice view of the lake.   
 
We made it up to the 13-mile point at Glenn Cove. This was as far as we could go as the road was closed 
beyond that point. We all parked around the huge snow moving equipment and our MINIs looked pretty small.   
 
When we were getting ready to head back down the mountain, the Road Manager said he could take us up a 
little further up the road if we followed him while he plowed. So of course we all jumped in the MINIs and took 
off after him. He took us another half mile up the road and we made it to the 12,000ft level. As usual we 
stopped for pictures then started down the mountain.   
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We stopped at the Crystal Lake gift shop to regroup, visit the restrooms and to get a few souvenirs. Everyone 
was looking hungry so we continued our descent down the mountain.The snow was finally stopping so the ride 
down was a little quicker and drier. We wrapped up our ride at Rudy’s BBQ, a favorite stopping point.  
Everyone gathered up and enjoyed some delicious BBQ.  
 
I would like to thank everyone who came out on the snowy spring day to ride high into the mountain. Even 
though it was a cold snowy day I think everyone had a great ride and a fun day. We may look into a “MINIs 
take the Peak” later this summer so we can get all the way to the top. The road and the views are fantastic. 
 
Ray Gross 
  

-following photos submitted by Rhonda Johnson 
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-photos by Robert Munch @ MINIs Take the Peak 4/22   

 
 

 
April was a fun month with the join-up of the SOCOMers and the MINI5280 MINIs.  We had a great 
ride through Garden of the Gods and ride up 2/3 of Pikes Peak. We will try part two this summer 
when the weather is better. I am trying to put together a quick meet for ice cream early in May, but 
I’m still working out details. We will see what we can come up with for a ride near the end of the 
month. 
 
Remember the 1st Saturday car shows/cruises are starting 6 May. There is 1st and Main car show in 
front of Dick’s Sports on Powers Blvd, staging at 7am and show from 8-10am followed by Cruisin’ The 
Gods show and cruise, 11am-2pm. It starts at Bird Dog BBQ @ 4153 Centennial Blvd. Both are fun to 
participate in or just checking it out and they are FREE!   
 
Keep Motoring. 
 
Ray Gross 
 



14 
 

Edit item #5 as it originally appeared in the April 2017 newsletter: 

5. In right hand drive markets, only the right rear light has a reverse light. In left hand markets, just the left. This is because 
the other side can optionally be equipped as a rear fog light. Many people stop us reversing to say, “You have a light out”.  

Corrected text: 
 
The left hand drive has a right hand backup light, and right hand drive has left side backup light. 
 
 

 

-by David and Debbie Ratliff   
 
Ok Ladies & Gents, 
 
We are going to talk about several types of car upholstery fabrics and how we can clean them and 
keep them clean (no eating in the car is one way ☺). 
 
There are two popular type of upholstery: the first one is real leather and those materials that are 
designed to look and function like the real stuff; and then we have cloth fabric which stains easily and 
can be pretty hard to keep clean especially when it comes to getting out those stains. 
 
Keeping your car’s interior as clean as it can be is just as important as keeping your exterior 
maintained. Did you know keeping your car’s interior clean is good for your health and peace of mind 
(a clean inside will keep you sane)?  You just need to know what to use and how to use it. 
 
Here are few tips: 
 
For leather seats: Use a leather-cleaning kit. Leather requires more careful care than fabric or vinyl 
upholstery as it is more susceptible to aging and fading. The best option to clean leather is to use 
cleaners and conditioners specifically made for leather.  
 
Pretreat stubborn stains on leather: For stubborn stains on leather upholstery, pretreat the leather 
with a leather conditioner. Then apply a leather stain remover on the stain and rub it in. Allow it to sit 
for about 30 seconds and wipe off the stain remover. (Extra tip: before using any product, test it in a 
spot that no one will see to ensure it does not hurt your leather, if all is good then go for it). 
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For Cloth upholstery: You don’t need to spend lots of money on commercial cleaners for your 
upholstery. Try making your own cleaner with natural ingredients instead. Mix 1 part water with 1 part 
dishwashing liquid in a bucket or jug then put into a spray bottle.  

• Spray the mixture onto the upholstery, holding the bottle approximately 6-8 inches away. 
• Rub the upholstery gently with a soft-bristled brush. Rinse the area with warm water by using a 

clean rag. Rinse out the rag frequently. 
• Work on one seat or area at a time. Rinse each area thoroughly before moving onto the next. 
• Use a microfiber cloth to dry the area. 

Then you have your commercial upholstery cleaner: These cleaners are readily available at home 
supply stores and are not very expensive. They do, however, tend to use harsher chemicals. Follow the 
instructions on the product’s label for proper usage.   
 
For vinyl upholstery. Vinyl seats are the easiest type of seats to clean, since spills and messes usually 
just wipe off. Spray an all-purpose glass cleaner on the seats and wipe them down with a soft cloth.   
Otherwise, you can always have a professional do this for you. A detailer will completely clean your 
car, clean the upholstery, dashboards, vents, windows and other areas you might not even know are 
dirty.   
Those are just a few things to think about when you clean your seats. 
 
Next month Tools of the trade…. 
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It’s true! MINIs can be a family vehicle!  
 
After five years of research, I purchased my first MINI the day after my due date with my second child. 
It was a tight squeeze, but somehow I managed to fit behind the wheel. I had done enough research 
to know that it was possible to fit two car seats in the back seat. Since then, we have motored as a 
family on drives with MINI5280 and MINI Takes the States.        

                   
         With my First MINI, Pepper Potts, at 40wks pregnant.        2016 MINI Takes the States 
 

 
                    Little motorers ready for a run! 

 
In addition to being a MINI lover, I’m also a Child Passenger Safety Technician (CPST). Did you know 
approximately 73% of car seats are installed incorrectly or not used at all? Below are some MINI 
specific and general child passenger safety tips.  
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Just for MINIs: 
● When purchasing a new child passenger seat, be sure that the seat will fit your child’s age, height 

and weight. Some stores (BabiesRUs, BuyBuyBaby, Children’s Hospital Safety Store) allow you to 
install the demo seats from the store to verify that it is compatible with your vehicle. 

● For infant seats with only one child in back it can be easier to keep one seat folded down and to 
load baby in their seat through the boot.  

● Consider unbuckling and taking rear facing toddlers / preschoolers out through the boot. 
● Larger convertible or combination seats might be easier to install by folding one of the rear seats 

down and loading it through the boot. 
 
Seats that work in MINIs.  
There are certainly other car seats that work, but test the installation prior to purchase if possible. 
 
Countryman       Clubman 
Diono Radian RXT      Clek Fllo 
Combi Coccoro      Britax Boulevard 70 
Cybex Aton (installed baseless for taller drivers)  Chicco Nextfit 
 
MINI 
Clek Foonf       Graco Extend2Fit (w/ lower anchors) 
Britax Frontier Click Tight     Graco 4Ever 
Britax Parkway      Cosco Scenera NEXT 
Chicco Nextfit      Evenflo Sureride 
 
Incompatibilities 
Diono Radian RXT Rear Facing with Seat Belt installation R53 
Diono Radian RXT Rear Facing in Center Position in Countryman 
Graco Extend2Fit Rear Facing with Seat Belt installation in R53 
 

               
        Two rear-facing in the back of an R53.     A Clek Fllo convertible seat installed rear-facing             

in an R53. 
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        A Radian RXT convertible seat installed                       A Clek Foonf installed rear-facing. 
        rear-facing with an angle adjustor in a  
        2015 Countryman S. 
 

 
Various infant seats and the space they take up. 

 
General Child Passenger Safety Tips 
The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) recommends all children stay rear facing until at least two 
years old. Many convertible seats now have extended rear facing weight limits, allowing for children 
to stay rear facing longer. Colorado state law requires that children under the age of 4 years AND 
under 40lbs remain in a five point harness. After the 40lbs and 4 year requirement, children should 
remain in a booster until they can pass the five step test.   (http://csftl.org/the-five-step-test/).  
 
 
 

http://csftl.org/the-five-step-test/
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● The first place to start is by reading your car seat and vehicle manuals. 
● Install the car seat with either the lower anchors or the seat belt. They are equally safe; whichever 

allows the best installation is the one you should use. Most car seats do not allow both to be 
used. Forward facing car seats should be installed using the top tether. 

● Child seat should be installed tight so that it doesn’t move than one inch side to side at the belt 
path. 

● Chest clips should be placed at the child’s armpit level. To test the correct tightness, pinch the 
harness strap at the shoulder level. 

● Car seats expire. Keep an eye on the expiration date and stop using when it expires. The extreme 
changes in temperature can degrade the plastic that they are made of. Metal pieces can rust 
over time. Dispose of the seat in a dark trash bag or by recycling where car seats are accepted. 
BabiesRUs and Target have car seat trade-in events which provide a discount for future purchase.   

● If you are in an accident (including minor fender benders), check with the car seat manufacturer 
and the insurance company to see if it needs to be replaced. Some insurance companies will 
cover the cost to replace the child seat.  

● Only things that came with the child seat should be used. Other toys and accessories shouldn’t 
be used as they haven’t been tested by the seat manufacturer and could come loose in an 
accident. 

● Never leave your child unattended in the car. It only takes a moment for something to happen 
and heatstroke can be deadly. 

● Set a good example and always wear your seatbelt. Children learn from what they see. 
 

The Pinch Test 

 
 

Every car seat meets the same standards. Remember, the best car seat is the one that fits your child, 
fits your car and is used correctly each time. 
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Car seat checks are a great resource to check the installation of your child seat in your vehicle. To 
search for a technician in your area, please check the SafeKids.org website, 
http://cert.safekids.org/get-car-seat-checked. 
 
Sarah 
MINI Mama and Child Passenger Safety Technician 
carseatsarah@gmail.com 
720.248.8778 
 

-by Diana Peterman 
 
I published this chart with an article in June 2016, but as the temperatures rise the safety of our pets 
(and people) becomes important as they rely on us for their well-being. Many of us motor with pets 
and it’s a fixture of most drives that there are a couple of dogs in attendance, too,  so I know that this 
information is valuable. 
 
I’ve included a link to an article on the website for the American Veterinary Medical Association about 
the dangers of leaving your pet in a hot car. For quick reference is their chart below showing the 
estimated change in temperature inside a car over a period of time at various outside temps.  
 
Please click on and read the article; it’s very good to absorb. And please continue to love the babes 
and share this info! 
 
click over there                                               AVMA Pets In Vehicles 
 

Estimated Vehicle Interior Air Temperature v. Elapsed Time 

Elapsed time 
Outside Air Temperature (F) 

70 75 80 85 90 95 

0 minutes 70 75 80 85 90 95 

10 minutes 89 94 99 104 109 114 

20 minutes 99 104 109 114 119 124 

30 minutes 104 109 114 119 124 129 

40 minutes 108 113 118 123 128 133 

50 minutes 111 116 121 126 131 136 

60 minutes 113 118 123 128 133 138 

> 1 hour 115 120 125 130 135 140 

Courtesy Jan Null, CCM; Department of Geosciences, San Francisco State University 

http://cert.safekids.org/get-car-seat-checked
mailto:carseatsarah@gmail.com
https://www.avma.org/public/PetCare/Pages/pets-in-vehicles.aspx
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I Just Wanna Go Fast! 
 

 
 

I got a great question at the beginning of the month, “What actually happens when I press the SPORT 
button on my MINI?” I thought I knew the answer, but I stopped myself because it has been a long 
time since I came across any information about the Sport button in a while. My first response would 
have been from technical manuals from the early 2000’s with BMW M cars, but there have been a lot 
of technological advances since then and for the last month I have been combing through technical 
manuals and talking to other technicians and I believe that I now know what’s going on when you hit 
that Go Fast! button.  
 
Now this depends on what MINI you are driving but what I found was that when the Sport button is 
pressed it does the following… 
 
1. It changes the throttle input from a sort of exponential graph signal to more of a linear signal. This 
is where most of the delay comes from when you accelerate from a stop. For most drivers this delay is 
expected, normal and anticipated and if driving a car in Sport mode the throttle might feel too touchy 
to them.  
 
2. If you drive an automatic transmission, the Sport button will increase your transmission fluid 
pressures and give a sharper shift. For most people this could be felt as a harsh shift, but all that is 
happening is that the transmission is shortening the delay between shifts and holding the shifts for 
higher RPMS.  
 
3. If you drive a newer MINI with the adjustable exhaust flap, the flap will stay open for a more 
aggressive sound.  
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Now, I haven’t personally done a before/after test with sport button with diagnostic equip to see what 
changes there are. What I found interesting during this search was that I was not able to find any 
information about changes in the engine management systems. Before this search I would have sworn 
that the engine control unit would change its management structure from a more fuel friendly 
program to a more aggressive program.  
 
There are many occasions when I come across info that isn’t in manuals and it’s possible that there are 
things going on that we’re not aware of because it’s not in print. As a technician this doesn’t help me 
do my job in diagnosing and fixing cars, so while it’s an interesting piece of information it’s not 
something that is typically on my front burner and any time coming I’ve come across it is while 
looking up info on something else.  
 
I would like to hear what you experience when driving around with and without the sport button is 
pressed and what your opinion is on this magic button. 

 
As always,  
 
Happy Motoring! 
 
Brian Peterman 
BMW/MINI Master Technician 
Msportdoctor@gmail.com      
 
 

 

 

50%50%

Would You Rather...
In our Last Hour Poll on Facebook this month, members were asked to pick the 
lesser of two evils: would you rather be in a car full of noisy kids on wide open 
road OR be stuck in traffic with quiet kids? Surprisingly it was a 50/50 split. Who 
knew?

mailto:Msportdoctor@gmail.com
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-by Diana Peterman  
 
 

 
Somewhere (else) in the newsletter hides this elk. Can you find him? 

 
April MINItainment answers: 

1.  
MAX 
 

 
          B.  BECKY K 

 

2.  
ROCKET 

 
G. CARL J. 

 

3.  
Dusty 

 
F. MELISSA B. 
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4.  
IGBY 
 

 
H. LORRIE & BRAD F. 

 

5.  
SIR NIGEL MURRAY 
 

 
A. BOB B 
 

6.  
BUZZ COOPER III 
  

          D. RACHEL D. 
 

7.  
VOLLY 
 

 
C. KRISTAN H. 
 

8.  
CLEO 
 

.  
E. DONNA B 
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Check the calendar of events on our website! Click the link below to check out the calendar on the 
MINI5280 website and add it to your Google Calendar. And check often because drives are events are 
regularly added. 

MINI5280 Calendar     
 
• 6 May  Tarryall Rd and Reservoir Scenic Tour 
• 26 May  Mt Evans Opening Day 
• 27-30 May 3rd Annual MINI Rush-More Trip To the Black Hills 
• 28 May   No Cows Left Behind- Annual Lunch at Oskar Blues 
• 28 May  Royal Gorge! 
• 4 June  Cruise Through Evergreen 
• 9-13 Aug  MITM (MINIs In the Mountains) 
 

3rd Annual MINI Rush-More Details 

 
 

Third Annual MiniCOW “Mini Rush-More trip to the Black Hills is scheduled for May 27-30, 2017, this 
year.  It has been extended for fourth day by popular demand, so if you have joined us in the past or 
have not had a chance to join us make plans as it is just a few weeks away! The plan is to go up on 
Saturday morning and those who can will return on Tuesday, if you can’t stay through Tuesday no 
problem you can still have a wonderful trip with the three-day weekend. 
 
Home to Mount Rushmore, Deadwood, and Sturgis. We are planning on a 4 day 3-night overnighter 
run to Hill City, SD in the Black Hills. We have a run setup on Iron Mountain Road: 314 CURVES, 14 
SWITCHBACKS, 3 PIGTAILS, 3 TUNNELS, 4 PRESIDENTS, 2 SPLITS in 17 MILES, with another run on 
Needles Highway. Some of the attractions, Mount Rushmore, 1880’s Train, Casino’s, Great Drives, 
Great food, Great Scenery. For comparison Tail of the Dragon is 318 curves in 11 miles.  

http://mini5280.org/calendar-2/
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We will be having a potluck picnic one evening and a social gathering another evening. We have 
other ideas that we are working on… more fun to come. 
 
The hotel will be $107 for Saturday and Sunday night and then $89 for Monday night (average 
$101.00 a night). You can also make your own arrangements, at other hotels in town if you wish. As 
this is a tourist destination on a holiday weekend, it was hard to get any type of deal, as most places 
didn’t want to mess with a group as they will sell out anyway. Keep that in mind and get your 
reservations at whatever hotel you want sooner than later. We will be staying in a different town with 
a different hotel this year which will give us better access to walk the main street in Hill City with lots 
of shopping, restaurants, other hotels, gas stations, and a car wash!!! 
 
Hotel info:   
Super 8 Hill City, Hill City, SD 
Phone 605-574-4141 and say you are calling for the “MiniCOW” group reservation. 
We got all the rooms with two queens. The hotel will be $107 for Saturday and Sunday night and then 
$89 for Monday night (average $101.00 a night). 
 
Here are some links for your enjoyment. 
MiniCOW, Minis of Colorado and Wyoming. (http://www.minicow.org/) 
Deadwood SD (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deadwood,_South_Dakota) 
Iron Mountain Road (http://www.ironmountainroad.com/) 
Needles Hwy (http://www.visitrapidcity.com/things-to-do/black-hills-cruising/needles-highway) 
Mount Rushmore (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Rushmore) 
 
 

#mini5280 
If you post your MINI5280-related photos to Instagram, please tag them with #mini5280 

 
What is Instagram? 

Instagram is an online mobile photo-sharing, video-sharing, and social networking service that enables its users to take  
pictures and videos, and share them either publicly or privately on the app, as well as through a variety of other social networking  

platforms, such as Facebook, Twitter, Tumblr, and Flickr. (Source: Wikipedia) 
 

Use the links below from our website for information and direction about your membership: 
  

General Membership Info    Renewing Members 
 

New Membership     To Check Your Membership Expiration 

http://www.minicow.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deadwood,_South_Dakota
http://www.ironmountainroad.com/
http://www.visitrapidcity.com/things-to-do/black-hills-cruising/needles-highway
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Rushmore
http://mini5280.org/membership/
http://mini5280.org/msr-renewing-member/
http://mini5280.org/msr-new-member/
http://mini5280.org/msr-help/
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Remember to visit our store at CafePress! Just click on the logo of your choice and see what fun 
things you can order! 
Click the following link to get the goods now: 

MINI5280 CafePress Store 
 

 
 
 

 

Donate 
 

Make a tax deductible donation to MINI5280 to help with MITM expenses and set up the next 
administration for success to help keep the club going for you. 

 
 

MITM SPONSORS (to be updated as they are verified) 
 

 
813-944-3244 
 

818-428-7876 
 

 

http://www.cafepress.com/mini5280
http://mini5280.org/donate/
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865.223.6335 
 

 

(866) 965-0400 
 

 

 

info@artisticreflection.com 
 

 
 

 

renewprotect.com
  

http://renewprotect.com/#home-prevent-tire-dry-rot-wipe-it-new-plastic-restorer


29 
 

 
 


