MINI5280 Newsletter- September/October 2017
Hello, this is just a reminder that you’re receiving this email because you are a MINI5280 club member. Don’t forget to add secretary@mini5280.org to
your address book so we’re sure to land in your inbox!

Rhonda Johnson
Bob Burgess

president@mini5280.org
treasurer@mini5280.org

Diana Peterman

Friends,

secretary@mini5280.org

IN THIS ISSUE

My apologies for the ridiculous delay in this newsletter. We had a few fairly
major setbacks at home, one of which resulted in the decision to ease our
dog’s suffering, and it’s been hard to bounce back. I can’t thank you enough
for your tremendous patience and continued interest in the newsletter.
Inquiries about missing it brought a little light and love to my days.
This is a pretty text-heavy issue. There’s a LOT to follow up on and a couple
really great articles submitted. Officer elections are HERE! Please read the
note at the very end. It’s important. ☺

1. Welcome New Members, 2. President’s Message,
3. Officer Elections, 4. What Happened Last Month
& MITM Survey Results, 5. Driving in Germany, 6.
Anonymous: A MINI-Series, 7. Get On the List, 8.
Last Hour Poll, 9. MINItainment, 10. Upcoming
Events, 11. MEMBERSHIP INFO, 12. Merchandise

Club Links
1.
2.
3.

REMEMBER THAT THE DUE DATE FOR NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS IS
THE 1ST OF THE MONTH. If I don’t get it, you won’t see it! Please email all
newsletter submissions, feedback, questions, and any ideas for the club to
secretary@mini5280.org.

4.

Diana Peterman
MINI5280 Secretary

7.

5.
6.

Website: http://mini5280.org/
Facebook: MINI5280
A Facebook place for members to MINI with
each other : MINI5280 Social Hub
Our national event: MINIS In the Mountains
(MITM)
Our members in the south: Southern
Colorado MINIs (SOCOM)
Our sister club: MiniCOW- Minis of
Colorado and Wyoming
A local classic Mini club: Minis of the
Rockies (MOTR)

Please welcome our new members:
(You’ll get your welcome packet within a couple of weeks!)
•
•
•
•

Laura Allen
Shane Burnside
Thomas Keily
Amanda Mattheis

•
•
•
•

Brigitte Palinx
Temple Shepard
Alex Simon
Lee Taylor

1

•
•
•

Tom Van Stelle
Brett Hodgen
Brooke Stanford

Have you all caught up on your sleep after MITM yet? I'm almost there! This year's MITM was so much
fun, and I can hardly wait for 2019! Thank you to everyone for coming up to Steamboat and motoring
with us. All the volunteers worked extremely hard to organize an epic event for everyone to enjoy,
and all their efforts are greatly appreciated.
I want to elaborate on my "speech" I gave at the group dinner. I mentioned that I really enjoyed being
a part of MINI5280, but I failed to explain on why. Getting to know everyone in the club, and even just
those people who aren't members of MINI5280 but own MINIs, has been such a wonderful experience.
MINI owners are some of the greatest people I have ever met. Our members are so nice and
welcoming and it makes me proud to be a part of such an amazing group. I also want to thank all the
attendees of MITM. Every time I talked with someone, they were offering to help if we needed them. I
love that everyone is so thoughtful and willing to pitch in wherever they could. These are just a couple
of the many reasons why I love being a part of MINI5280.
Nominations for MINI5280 Officers are still open!! Please submit your choices for the 2018-2019 term
to Bob, Diana, or me. We will be sending out ballots in the next few days for voting! If you or anyone
you know is interested, please send in their name. We are available to answer any questions you
might have about the positions.
Thank you all again for being a part of MINI5280!
Rhonda Johnson
president@mini5280.org

Elections are coming up in a few days and nominations must, too, take place. It’s not too late!
Eligibility for office requires that nominees are members in good-standing (current paid dues) and
that they offer their firstborn child. For your consideration, here is a quick run-down of some of the
duties that officers are responsible for undertaking, some with the option of “redistribution” among
the officers as the need and discussion arises. Please, please, please ask us for details or if you have
questions. We’re here to set you up for success!
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MINI5280 President

To get started:
• Inventory the 5280 storage unit
• Acquire a 5280 bank card
• Meet with other officers to decide upon items for welcome packets.
• Order any needed inventory (tagging cards, welcome packet items)

Quarterly:
• Hold club meetings. Bylaws require 4 meetings a year, but in the past it has been monthly or every other month.
• Hold officer meetings to touch base
Daily:
•
•
•

Answer emails. You will get emails from people organizing car shows and other organizations promoting their events.
Answer member or prospective member questions
Talk with other officers regarding any club related business that may arise

MINIs in the Mountains:
• Assist the organizer.
• Locate the MITM related items from the 5280 storage unit and arrange for the items to make it to the MITM location.
• Promote the event – reminders to the members, posting on social media. This is the main source of income for the club

MINI5280 Vice President

To get started:
• Assist with 5280 storage inventory
• Meet with other officers to decide upon Welcome Packet contents
• Update the CafePress site

Quarterly:
• Attend Club meetings – Preside over meetings if President is unable
• Attend Officer meetings
Daily:
•
•

Not much email is sent to VP email, so be visible to answer member questions should they arise.
Keep members informed

MINIs in the Mountains:
• Assist in any way you can.

MINI5280 Treasurer

To get started:
• Establish a new mailing address and secure a PO box should the current arrangement not be desirable
• Transition 5280 bank account to new President and Treasurer and order new Debit cards
• Meet with other officers to decide upon items for Welcome Packets.
Daily:
•
•
•

Maintain running bank account reconciliation
Send receipts for donations to the club
Write checks, make debit payments and deposit cash funds as necessary

As Necessary:
• Attend club meetings and officer meetings as called by the president
• File annual tax statement in January
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•

Renew club liability insurance in July

MINIs in the Mountains:
• Create budget and manage all transactions
• Bring cash boxes and cash for the registration area
• Bring checkbook to pay for approved expenses
• Deposit any cash received during the event

MINI5280 Secretary

To get started:
• Learn email program
• Learn newsletter structure and publication format
• Learn member packet packing, postage and distribution
• Meet with other officers to decide upon items for Welcome Packets.
• Order any needed inventory (tagging cards, welcome packet items, envelopes)
Quarterly:
• Assist officers by participating in club meetings.
• Attend officer meetings to ensure common ground and strong foundation.
Monthly:
• Keep an eye on member packet inventory needs, including postage; order as necessary.
• Send new member packets.
• Verify expired members.
• Send upcoming expirations a reminder.
Weekly:
• Verify/activate new members.
• Keep in mind any special things you do (e.g. First Booty Tuesday, Banner of the Week or polls for newsletter publishing).
• Help come up with ideas for events or meetings.
Daily:
•

•
•
•

Answer emails, and member or prospective member questions.
o You are a primary contact for the club. By nature people turn to you for help since you’re arguable the most visible
position (if you’re doing your job right): you publish the newsletter, send membership renewals and reminders,
send new member packets and participate on social media so your name/image is widely noticed.
KEEP IN CONTACT WITH YOUR TEAM! Always be in touch with your officers for smooth operation, and clear and
concise communication and decision-making.
Update Google calendar to include events on the website (and on Facebook).
Always consider newsletter content!!!

MINIs in the Mountains:
• Be available to assist the organizer, even if only loosely. Keep abreast of publishing appropriate event-pertinent content.
• Promote the event – reminders to the members, posting on social media since it is the main source of income for the club.
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MINIs On the Mack– 5 August
-submitted by Melissa Benson

For those of you who have never driven between the lower and upper peninsulas of Michigan, it’s
hard to imagine the magnitude of the Mackinac (pronounced Mackin-AW) Bridge. It is the longest
suspension bridge in the western hemisphere with a total bridge length of 5 miles. It crosses the
Straits of Mackinac between Lake Michigan and Lake Huron. The towers reach 552 feet high and the
driving deck is 200 feet above water.
This summer, we attended the 3rd MINI on the Mack event on August 5th to help in an attempt to
break the World Record for Largest-ever MINI Cooper Parade. We gathered in St Ignace, MI, a little
town of about 2500 that is definitely a tourist town. Ferries to Mackinac Island dock there and you can
find the best fudge ever in little gift shops. We arrived two days prior to the event so we could spend
a day on Mackinac Island. After riding the speed ferry across and since there are no motorized
vehicles on the island, we took a horse drawn carriage tour around the island. There is so much to see
and history to learn there.
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On Saturday morning, we gathered to stage the parade in the lot surrounding Little Bear Arena with
hundreds of our closest friends. Cars came from all over the country and Canada for the event. At
10am the drive began with police blocking intersections and directing us toward the Mighty Mack.
Staying together in formation was a challenge, but we made it to the bridge, drove across, continued
about 15 miles to Shell City where there was an off and back on exit, then back across Big Mack to
reconvene at the arena for lunch.
All along the route were people waving at our cars, jumping up and down and holding signs. What a
welcome!
The official car count was 1328 and while 9 more than the event in 2015, sadly it was still short of the
1450 car goal. I’m sure the organizers will try again in 2019, so mark your calendars.

, right?
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MINIs In the Mountains– 9-13 august

-the following submitted by Mike Bush
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-submitted and photos gathered by Carl Johnson
The Steamboat Grand served as the hub for MINIs in the Mountain 2017 event activities. There were
over 250 registered participants from 20 states representing 25 different car clubs.
Upon check-in, each registrant received a generous swag bag and everyone grabbed a few custom
fortune cookies. Some of the phrases were: “Confucius say WEE”, “Every exit is an entrance to a new
adventure”, “Twisties are in your future”, and “You are surrounded by many MINI friends” .

EVENT DRIVES
This year we had friends from neighboring out-of-state clubs: Utah MINIacs, New Mexico MINIS
Around the Corners, Texas MINIFun Drives, and MiniCOW (MINIs of Colorado and Wyoming) leading
the drives for the event. The event guide (Owner’s Manual) had detailed instructions for 11 drives with
leaders and an additional five routes for people to take on their own or with new friends. Drives
ranged from 16 to 240 miles and included twisties, scenic vistas, old towns, and rivers. The routes are
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still accessible in the Owner’s Manual located at minisinthemountains.com in case you find yourself
driving in the Steamboat area.

-photo by Bonnie Fischel

-photo by Natalie Vande Vuss

-photo by Kendall Gelner

-photo by Natalie Vande Vuss

CAR SHOW
The MINI Of Loveland “!NUF” (Fun backwards) car show had over thirty five entrants, and five
categories. The car show is always fun and attracts lots of people to look at the wide variety of MINIs.
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-photos by Kendall Gelner
COCKTAIL PARTY
Our cocktail event was held in a large tent in back of the Steamboat Grand with an amazing view. Our
Gold Sponsor MINI of Loveland’s new 2017 Countryman was placed just beyond the tent on a small
hill.
The party featured two signature drinks created by the event leader Jeremy Nelson. There was an
alcoholic mix called “Colorado Twist-Tea”, and a non-alcoholic version called just Colorado Peach
Tea”. Each involved Palisade peaches from Colorado’s Western slope of the Rockies.

AWARDS DINNER
Club members William and Melissa Benson designed and created the custom trophies from donor car
parts. These were given to car show first and second place winners, sponsors, and a special one for
Jeremy Nelson, organizer of MITM 2017.
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-photo by Bob Burgess
The awards dinner was also the time donations from sponsors were raffled off. Thanks to all the
generous sponsors!
New to joining MINI5280 events is Marcus Thomas. Marcus just got his license and is the owner of a
2009 White Silver hardtop. It is a standard transmission and shortly after getting the MINI Marcus had
a foot injury. It kept him on crutches and away from driving for months. Now mended, he motors with
the best of them. He is also one of the most enthusiastic members of the MINI community. MC2 was
kind enough to donate magazines as well as several messenger bags. Club member Bonnie Fischel
won one of these bags with magazine, but gifted it to Marcus saying he is the most enthusiastic
person at the event.

-photo by Bonnie Fischel (Marcus Thomas with his MINI)
The event finally ended Sunday morning early with coffee, doughnuts, orange juice, and final
goodbyes of friends old and new.
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