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 MINI5280 Newsletter- November 2017 
 

Hello, this is just a reminder that you’re receiving this email because you are a MINI5280 club member. Don’t forget to add secretary@mini5280.org to 
your address book so we’re sure to land in your inbox! 

 
 

Rhonda Johnson president@mini5280.org   Diana Peterman secretary@mini5280.org 
Bob Burgess   treasurer@mini5280.org 

 
 
HOLY MOLEY! Is this the SHORTEST newsletter or what?!?  
 
We have entered the holiday season. Are you ready? We have a couple of 
donation events already scheduled, so choose your charity and give. No 
matter which you decide there are people who would love to feel embraced 
by your kindness. 
 
The annual holiday potluck has been scheduled, location booked, and all we 
wait for is that scrumptious food everyone is sure to share. Contact Rhonda 
if you’re like to contribute by joining the planning committee. 
 
REMEMBER THAT THE DUE DATE FOR NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS IS 
THE 1ST OF THE MONTH. If I don’t get it, you won’t see it! Please email all 
newsletter submissions, feedback, questions, and any ideas for the club to 
secretary@mini5280.org.  
 
Diana Peterman 
MINI5280 Secretary 
 
 

 

 
1. Welcome New Members, 2. President’s Message, 
3. What Happened Last Month 4. Word From the 
South, 5. Anonymous: A MINI-Series, 6. Last Hour 
Poll, 7. Holiday Donations, 8 MINItainment,  
9. Upcoming Events, 10. MEMBERSHIP INFO,  
11. Merchandise 
 

 
 

1. Website: http://mini5280.org/ 
2. Facebook: MINI5280 
3. A Facebook place for members to MINI with 

each other : MINI5280 Social Hub 
4. Our national event: MINIS In the Mountains 

(MITM) 
5. Our members in the south: Southern 

Colorado MINIs (SOCOM) 
6. Our sister club: MiniCOW- Minis of 

Colorado and Wyoming 
7. A local classic Mini club: Minis of the 

Rockies (MOTR)  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please welcome our new members: 

(You’ll get your welcome packet within a couple of weeks!) 
 

x Anjolee Powell 
x Roger Hodder 

x William Keenan 
x John Pempek 

IN THIS ISSUE 

Club Links 

mailto:secretary@mini5280.org
mailto:president@mini5280.org
mailto:secretary@mini5280.org
mailto:secretary@mini5280.org
http://mini5280.org/
https://www.facebook.com/MINI5280/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MINI5280Conversations/
http://minisinthemountains.com/
http://minisinthemountains.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/114516478633973/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/114516478633973/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/minicow/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/minicow/
http://www.minisrock.com/
http://www.minisrock.com/
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Hello again!! Time sure flies when you are having fun, right? It's hard to believe how close we are to 
2018. 
 
Just a few quick things: the officer elections are upon us! Be sure to vote. The newly elected officers 
will be your MINI5280 representatives for the next two years.  We are really grateful they are stepping 
up to volunteer for the club.  It's a fun job, but it does take a little bit of work and time out of their 
already busy lives.  
 
We have our holiday season scheduled!  We will kick it off with the annual Craig Hospital Toy drive on 
Dec 11th.  I've been talking with our contact there and have arranged it so we can have the drive a 
little bit later in the day so more of us can participate this year.  I don't have all the details yet, but 
Craig expects us at 6pm!  Hopefully those of us that haven't had a chance to do this in the past 
(myself included) will be able to join in the fun this year.  Our MINI5280 Holiday Party also has a date 
set.  We decided upon December 17th for our gathering.  We will be asking for a committee to help 
plan the festivities in the near future, so stay tuned! 
 
I want to thank everyone that helped out with the many events we organized this year.  We could not 
have such great events without your help.  This really is your club and you all make it such a great 
group to be a part of. 
 
Thanks again for being a part of MINI5280! 
 
Rhonda Johnson 
president@mini5280.org  
 
 

 
 
 

 
Make a tax deductible donation to MINI5280 to help with MITM expenses and set up 

the next administration for success to help keep the club going for you. 
 

 

mailto:president@mini5280.org
http://mini5280.org/donate/
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Yalla Yalla– 21 October 
-submitted by Rhonda Johnson, photos by Diana Peteman  

 

 
 
Yalla Yalla 2017 is in the books! We had 38 brave, optimistic participants and their co-pilots meet up 
at Dick's Sporting Goods Park on a cold, windy morning October 21st. There was a new addition in 
the rally packet this year. We added an activity stop envelope for those who were lost and didn't want 
to just wait at the end and hear how much fun the activity stops were. This envelope contained the 
locations of the 3 activity stops so the lost souls could also have a little bit of fun. 
 
I warned everyone ahead of time to brush up on their MINI trivia. Everyone lined up and then each car 
was given the choice of which trivia question to answer. After picking a number from 1 to 11, they 
were asked their question. If answered correctly, then their packet was handed to them and off they 
went! If they answered incorrectly, they were sent to the back of the line. It was really fun for us. 
 
After the sendoff, the participants were greeted by David and Debbie Ratliff had Activity Stop #1. This 
stop was a fun cornhole game with a beautiful vinyl wrap created by Artistic Reflection, but in typical 
Yalla Yalla fashion, it was not just a regular game of cornhole. David and Debbie had people tossing 
the bean bags through their legs, quarterback style!   
 
Activity Stop #2 was with Jamie Shope. She had water bottles set up for everyone to knock down, but, 
to knock down the water bottles, one had to don a pair of pantyhose on their head with a rubber ball 
in them. Without hands, everyone had to swing their pantyhose back and forth until all the bottles 
were down. 
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Finally Activity Stop #3 had Erin Shay waiting on her victims. She had people shaking their booty! Ping 
pong balls were inside a box that was tied around your waist.  Participants had to shake (or jump) 
until their boxes were empty. 
 
Besides the fun activity stops, we had created a route that took people around Commerce City and 
then up to Brighton. MINIs were greeted by herds of bison, deer, and one or two prairie dogs along 
the way. I really liked listening to the stories as everyone arrived at Barr Lake State Park. I heard 
several people saying they had to backtrack to find the barn with the star, and also a red barn. There 
was also the fun fact that Hannibal street intersected with different streets at least 5 times!   
 
I'd like to thank all the volunteers this year who helped make Yalla Yalla so much fun for 
everyone! Kimberly Pirri, Erin Shay, Jamie Shope, David and Debbie Ratliff, Carl Johnson, Mike Hillier, 
and Kristan Haynes. Thank you all again for all your help! Thank you also to all those who donated 
great prizes too: MINI of Loveland, Ramos Law, Artistic Reflection, and 3zero3 Motorsports. 
 

  
 
And for those that are still talking about the trivia (sometimes it's a good idea to not pick 7): 

1. What year did they start making MINIs?      1959 
2. What's Rule #1?          
3. Fill in the blank:            
4. What does BRG stand for?        
5. What is the name for the Union Jack when it’s in grayscale?    
6. Where is the MINI plant in England?        
7. In what country are the Countryman made?      
8. What is the world record for people crammed in a MINI?    28 
9. What is Purple Haze called in England?       
10. What Year was MINI voted “The Greatest Car of All Time?”  1991 - Autocar Magazine 
11. What’s the name of the gold heist movie with the 3 MINIs in it?   

And this was always my grandma's favorite joke:  Railroad Crossing look out for the cars, can you spell 
that without any Rs?  T-H-A-T.   
 
Thanks for playing this year! 

 
See answers  

 
below in 

  
MINItainment! 
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MiniCOW 3rd Annual Overnighter to Saratoga Hot 
Springs– 28-29 October 

-submitted by Scott and Molly Rains 
 
Molly, Cambria and I went on the Saratoga Hot Springs overnight run. We were able to beat the 
weather, well kinda, and get to run over Snowy Range, some real beautiful country! We had 13 MINIs 
and one rental Toyota due to an injured MINI. The Toyota was able to hold its own for the most part, 
and in true MINI style a good time was had by all! 

 

 
 

 
 

  
 



7 
 

  
 

 
 

-by Ray Gross 
 
News from down south. Well it has been a while. We have not done too much down south lately.  We 
are going to try to work on that. In the next week or two we are going to have an all call on the 
SOCOM Facebook site. This is to reach out to everyone in the Colorado Springs area to see who is still 
around and monitoring the site. From that point we will try to meet up for lunch or breakfast just to 
get reacquainted.   
 
We want to try to build up interest this winter so we can be ready for spring driving weather. We are 
not a formal group but it is good to meet up and drive up to meet up with MINI5280 and other club 
rides. It is also nice when you feeling going for ride you can reach out on the SOCOM page and see if 
anyone else want to go for a drive. The more folks we have following the SOCOM page the more info 
on ride and events we can share. We are all one big MINI community the love our cars and like to 
drive. Keep checking the MINI5280 page for events and activities.  We will also try to keep things 
updated on the SOCOM page. When the all call goes out be sure to comment. Also if you would like 
to help build up the southie MINI please let me know. 
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In this mini-series we’ll get some traffic/driving perspectives from a variety of public servants as 
they‘ve observed in their line of duty. 
 
A very brief conversation with one of Thornton’s finest left me with these BASIC (his 
emphasis, not mine) points regularly neglect: 
  

*do NOT text and drive. 
*pull over when you hear sirens 
*keep your distance 
*take a defensive driving course 

 
 
 

by Diana Peterman  
 
A much debated topic among drivers of all kinds: to eat or not to eat in the car. The debate on our 
MINI5280 Social Hub Facebook page turned out the following results. Where do you fall? 
 

 

22% 

NAY 

78% 

YAY 



9 
 

It's the Season for GIVING!! 
 
This year MINI5280 has two wonderful opportunities to help out children in need. 
 
Christmas Connections for Kids, is a program spearheaded by the Adams County Sheriff’s Foundation, 
and a program our own Jeremy Nelson is involved with. They are seeking either monetary donations 
(in the form of cash, check or credit card) to purchase children’s gifts or new, unopened gifts such as 
toys, dolls, games, sports equipment, art supplies, clothing, coats, boots and shoes—all for infants and 
children up to 16 years of age. Christmas Connections for Kids is a 501c-3 non-profit, so your 
donation is tax deductible. Jeremy will pick up all the donations at our club meeting on November 
30th. If you are unable to attend, but would still like to contribute, please contact Jeremy 
at  JNelson@adcogov.org 
 
The 5th Annual Craig Hospital Toy Drive is scheduled for December 11th at 6:00pm.  Please bring 
unwrapped toys with you to be delivered to patients and families currently in residence at Craig 
Hospital.  They are in the process of adjusting and recovering after suffering catastrophic injuries to 
their loved ones. This is always a fun time and the MINIs are a hit with the families and staff at Craig 
Hospital. Schomp MINI has offered to be our starting rally point for this event. We should be ready to 
motor over to deliver our toys at 5:30. If you'd like to donate a gift, but are not able to make the drive, 
you can still drop off your donation prior to the event and we can deliver it for you. 
 
Please consider one or both of these extraordinary opportunities to brighten someone's day! 
 
 

-by Diana Peterman  
 
ACROSS: 
4. Greyscale Union Jack  
6. MINI Plant 
7. Save the ???? 
 
DOWN 
3. Gold Heist Movie 
2. Purple Haze England 
3. Rule #1 
4. BRG 
5. Manufacture of Countryman 

https://email06.godaddy.com/webmail.php
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September/October MINItainment key: 
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Check the calendar of events on our website! Click the link below to check out the calendar on the 
MINI5280 website and add it to your Google Calendar. And check often because drives are events are 
regularly added. 

MINI5280 Calendar     
 
x 6-12 Nov  Officer Election 
x 30 Nov  MINI5280 Club Meeting 
x 4 Dec  Rhonda’s Hair Appointment 
x 17 Dec  The Rockingest Holiday Potluck with MINI5280 
x 11 Dec  Craig Hospital Toy Drive 
 
MTTS Dates released MINI Takes The States 2018 dates released by MINI USA: July 14 thru 
22. http://www.minitakesthestates.com/  

 
 
 
 

#mini5280 
If you post your MINI5280-related photos to Instagram, please tag them with #mini5280 

 
What is Instagram? 

Instagram is an online mobile photo-sharing, video-sharing, and social networking service that enables its users to take  
pictures and videos, and share them either publicly or privately on the app, as well as through a variety of other social networking  

platforms, such as Facebook, Twitter, Tumblr, and Flickr. (Source: Wikipedia) 

Use the links below from our website for information and direction about your membership: 
  

General Membership Info    Renewing Members 
 

New Membership     To Check Your Membership Expiration 
 

http://mini5280.org/calendar-2/
http://www.minitakesthestates.com/
http://mini5280.org/membership/
http://mini5280.org/msr-renewing-member/
http://mini5280.org/msr-new-member/
http://mini5280.org/msr-help/
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There's some confusion about membership 
expiration dates. Many members are looking at 
the registration event title date and thinking that 
their membership expires through the end of the 
year. To register for membership, you have to 
select the event year. Currently it is set for 2017-
2018, and a new one will be created in January 
of 2018. However, membership is active from the 
day you register and lasts for one year from then. 
Here's how you find yours: 
-log into MSR 
-go to the "billing" on the upper right (#1) 
-if you registered for multiple events on MSR 
select the membership year (#2) to view 
receipt and you will find the date. 

 
Remember to visit our store at CafePress! Just click on the logo of your choice and see what fun 
things you can order! 
Click the following link to get the goods now: 

MINI5280 CafePress Store 
 

 
 

 
 

http://www.cafepress.com/mini5280

