MINI5280 Newsletter- December 2017
Hello, this is just a reminder that you’re receiving this email because you are a MINI5280 club member. Don’t forget to add secretary@mini5280.org to
your address book so we’re sure to land in your inbox!

Rhonda Johnson
Bob Burgess

president@mini5280.org
treasurer@mini5280.org

Diana Peterman

Well, here we are, friends. Though I will guide Alison as she requests and
continue to submit content, this is officially my last newsletter.
Thank you so much for being a great audience and giving me the tools to
craft for you in the past two years. Please be patient with Alison as she finds
her footing in molding the next term’s newsletter as your new secretary.
I profoundly appreciate the easy-going collaboration in working with
Rhonda and Bob as fellow officers and have enjoyed the comradery of the
club. I sincerely look forward to continue serving MINI5280 as your Vice
President during the next term.
REMEMBER THAT THE DUE DATE FOR NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS IS
ST
THE 1 OF THE MONTH. If I don’t get it, you won’t see it! Please email all
newsletter submissions, feedback, questions, and any ideas for the club to
secretary@mini5280.org.
DIANA PETERMAN
MINI5280 Secretary

secretary@mini5280.org

IN THIS ISSUE
1. Welcome New Members, 2. President’s Message,
3. Meet New Officers, 4. HOLIDAY STUFF, 5. What
Happened Last Month, 6. BUY ME!, 7. The Bear
Story, 8. Merchandise, 9. Seger’s Playing A New
Tune, 10. Anonymous: A MINI-Series, 11. Member
Craft, 12. Last Hour Poll, 13. MINItainment,
14. Upcoming Events, 15. MEMBERSHIP INFO
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Website: http://mini5280.org/
Facebook: MINI5280
A Facebook place for members to MINI with
each other : MINI5280 Social Hub
Our national event: MINIS In the Mountains
(MITM)
Our members in the south: Southern
Colorado MINIs (SOCOM)
Our sister club: MiniCOW- Minis of
Colorado and Wyoming
A local classic Mini club: Minis of the
Rockies (MOTR)

Please welcome our new members:
(You’ll get your welcome packet within a couple of weeks!)
Michelle Weinberg
Fred Mark

Travis Wagner
Karen McMahon
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Mike Forbes

Hi Everyone! December already? That went really fast! I hope you all have had a great year and are
ready for even more fun. We are working hard behind the scenes and have already started easing our
new officers into their roles.
We have a few things scheduled for December. The Craig Hospital Toy Drive will be on December
11th and our MINI5280 Holiday Pot-Luck Party is on December 17th. I hope to see you all there.
Elections are over and we have a couple new officers for the 2018-2019 term. We now have Erik Wood
as Treasurer and Alison Heise for Secretary. They will join in volunteering their time and energy to
MINI5280. We appreciate your generosity and hope you enjoy representing the club for the next two
years alongside me and Diana. Although he wasn't on the ballot, Rick Gonzales has signed up as our
Webmaster again. Jim Taylor has also volunteered to be Rick's understudy. Thank you all for
everything you do for us!
I'd also like to thank Bob for his time as Treasurer. I’ve really appreciated all of his help during the last
two years. Not only does Bob have awesome money skills, but he is just an overall great person to
know. I'm glad I got the chance to work with him. Thanks Bob!
Thanks again for being a part of MINI5280!
RHONDA JOHNSON
president@mini5280.org

Make a tax deductible donation to MINI5280 to help with MITM expenses and set up
the next administration for success to help keep the club going for you.
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Please bring donations for the food shelter. Toiletries are of particular interest.
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HOLIDAY CHEER FOR OUR
SERVICE MEMBERS
MINI5280 has a lot of military members both retired and active duty. Currently Ken Heise, husband to
our new secretary Alison, is deployed to the Middle East. Ken left in October for a very long
deployment. He will not be back until the end of November 2018! As we all can imagine, he's missing
a lot of the good things we have here. Alison has been sending care packages of some of Ken's
favorite things and we thought it would be fun to add to an upcoming shipment and surprise
Ken. Alison will be a the Holiday Party on Dec 17th, so if you want to send Ken some snacks, MINI
items, holiday cards to share to others who are also deployed, please bring it to our party. Because we
are trying to surprise him, please don't post on Facebook, because Ken is able to get time online and
will see the posts. If you have any questions, please email Alison at mysteriousnusa@aol.com. Thank
you!

Pop-up Mystery Drive– 11 November
BY …

Club Meeting– 30 November
BY RHONDA JOHNSON
We held our final MINI5280 Club Meeting of the year on 11/30/2017. Rock Bottom in Centennial was
a great venue. We had a big room all to ourselves. The kiddos had room to play and socialize while
the grown-ups did the same.
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Agenda and Notes as follows:
1. New members! We had 4 new members share the night with us. WELCOME!
2. New officers – Thanks to Bob for being the Treasurer for the past two years. 2018-2019 new
officers start on January 1, introduced.
Rhonda Johnson, President
Diana Peterman, Vice President
Erik Wood, Treasurer
Alison Heise, Secretary
3.

Upcoming activities
Dec 11 - Craig Hospital Toy Drive – Event will be updated online soon. Schomp will start accepting
donations Dec 1. If you are unable to attend, but still want to drop a toy off, Schomp will be
collecting them for us. Mary Mclaughlin has agreed to film a video at Schomp to bring awareness
to the Toy Drive. Watch for that on social media!
Dec 17 - MINI5280 Holiday Party – We have a detail from David Ratliff to raffle off and also
Eleanor Wong has donated a MINI bag for raffle as well. Bring toiletries to donate to food bank.
Discussion of how much toothbrushes and toilet paper are needed.
February - Drive to Ice Castle in Dillon – Check for the Groupon!
March - Leprechaun Run
July 14-22 – (MTTS) MINIs Take The States
It’s hard to schedule drives in advance during the winter since we have to wait to see what the
weekend looks like, so watch for pop-ups on nice weekends through snow season.
Schomp MINI wants to host a couple of events for the club. Discussed a movie night and possibly
MINI golf on their roof.

4. Financials
Looks good for next couple of years, but we still need to be mindful. Without MINIs in the
Mountains, we have no big source of revenue in 2018. We still have donation link available for
members to donate if they wish. Donations are tax-deductible.
5.

Group questions
Anything group wants to do for fundraisers? Suggestion about having members pay on drives a
couple of dollars.
What kind of events would you like to see? Suggestions for Sand Dunes, Balloon Festival in
Albuquerque, Durango
Anything else we can do to make club better for members?
FEEDBACK ENCOURAGED AND WELCOME AT ALL TIMES!
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The badge, sticker and decal have historically only been available in new member packets, but you
can now get them online on our website. Prices include shipping! http://mini5280.org/store/

BY TRAVIS WAGNER

This story is something I would have never believed possible had it not happened to me. It also
probably serves as a good reminder of why paying attention to the road is very important. Back in
early October I got the chance to leave work early to go home. I have a pretty lengthy commute
home to the mountains and the earlier in the evening I go home the better. My trip home consists of
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a trip up Clear Creek Canyon to the crossover to I70 and then on to the Central City Parkway. Most
nights the parkway is clear of traffic so this becomes the best route. Every few weeks someone will hit
a deer which usually is not a big deal. This trip happened to be quite different.
I was traveling approximately around 50mph after dark. About maybe one second before I hit the
object in the all I saw was a black blob on the road. The event happened so incredibly fast I couldn't
even move my wheel or touch my brakes. The car bounced and scraped the front bumper and I
managed to come to a stop in the shoulder about 200 feet beyond the object. I threw emergency
lights on and circled back around to block the object off. Once I had parked my vehicle in a good spot
to keep someone else from hitting it I checked to see what it was and if it had damaged my car at all.
There was no visible damage to my car and I realized that I had hit a baby bear. Once we had the bear
picked up out of the road I continued on with my night.
The following day I went over my car to see if there was any damage I might have missed when
initially checking the car over and I did find some bear fur stuck in the corners of my bumper and in a
few spots underneath the car but there was no damage to the car itself.

Remember to visit our store at CafePress! Just click on the logo of your choice and see what fun
things you can order!
Click the following link to get the goods now:

MINI5280 CafePress Store
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BY MIKE HILLIER
I recently had the nice folks at 3Zero3 Motorsports in Wheat Ridge re-program Seger's (2014 CM S
All4) Engine Control Unit (ECU) with Manic's Stage 1 programming. The goal was to gain more
horsepower, torque and fun. The Manic tune did not disappoint. 3Zero3 removed Seger's ECU and
overnight shipped it to re-programmed on a Monday and on Friday I got the call he was ready for
pickup. HP is an expression of how fast an engine can go and torque is how fast it can get to that top
speed . A stock S N18 engine is rated at 184 HP and approx 192 ft/lbs of torque. I was expecting gains
of +20 HP and 60 ft/lbs of torque. I got more... As measured by my Dash Command app, Seger made
228 HP and 303 ft/lbs of torque and is a more a "spirited" ride now. When the RPMs come up it feels
like a bowstring has been pulled back and then let loose. He's not scary nor does he feel out of
control, but he's different machine.

He “talks” a lot more in Sport Mode. Downshifts from 3k RPM or more are announced by staccato
pops and bangs. I was warned that the gains and performance would be tempered by altitude and,
yeah, that’s right. Recently Seger and I went to Phoenix (altitude approx. 1300ft ASL) and he was,
again, a different machine. He snarled at any opportunity and could push me back in the seat when
given his head and allowed to run. There wasn’t a chance to reconnect the Dash and Command app
and run the numbers, though.
Overall fuel consumption has held constant at 27.2 MPG after the drive to/from Phoenix at an average
speed of 80 MPH. When I step on it my mileage does go down, but it’s smiles per gallon, right?
Is the tune expensive? Yes, I had to work a fair bit of overtime and, literally, sell blood, but it’s been
worth every penny.
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In this mini-series we’ll get some traffic/driving perspectives from a variety of public servants as
they‘ve observed in their line of duty.

ANONYMOUS FIREFIGHTER
I have a lengthy commute so I encounter a lot of things that bother me while driving. Due
to what I do at work I also encounter some pretty bad things revolving around driving. I
took some time to sit and think about the one topic that got me the worst and I came up
with Impaired Driving. For the purposes of this I consider impaired driving anything that
prevents your ability to drive safely, react to changing conditions in a safe way, and anything
that prevents you from obeying most of the basic traffic laws. I will cover some pretty basic
things that probably fit in to other categories such as drunk driving and texting, but I also
consider excessive speeding to be impaired driving.
Every one encounters these things on a pretty regular basis in this state, but there are a lot
of safety implications and that’s why this stuff agitates me so bad. So I will start off with
probably the most obvious: driving under the influence. This is a big one that I encounter
because half of my driving is done on highways and at night. I see probably two or three
drunk drivers every week, sometimes in front of me and sometimes pulled over getting their
sobriety test. I have witnessed cars being hit on the highway in front of me at 70mph by
people driving under the influence. This is a pretty serious thing, and any time you
encounter cars drifting on and off the road in an unsafe manner you should definitely
report it.
Speeding is something that you can see all the time whether they are going 50 in a 45mph
zone all the way up to people going over 100mph in a 55mph zone. This one is probably just
as bad as driving under the influence to me because going excessively fast anywhere is
problematic. The driver’s ability to react as traffic shifts, or even control the car after
hitting a small bump or pot hole in the road is severely diminished. This can result in some
pretty bad car crashes.
Playing with a cell phone, eating, doing makeup, reading books, and in general doing things
that are not driving while driving a car. These are real things I have seen many times before,
in the last two years I’ve seen people driving with a book parked up against their steering
wheel about three times now. This is all stuff that definitely impairs your ability because if
you are spending time looking at other things in your car you definitely are not looking at
stop signs or other cars that may be changing lanes and don’t see you. There is also the
obvious frustration of people not driving when traffic lights turn green. These incidents
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are usually pretty brief but they still happen and can cause minor to serious car accidents.
This is one that probably not everyone will agree with me on, but listening to very loud
music while driving. I love music and the louder the better, but this is something that
impairs a driver’s ability to hear while driving. This is relevant to this because if your car is
well insulated and your music is up loud enough you can miss very important sounds coming
from outside your car like an emergency vehicle with a siren, or a train that might be
headed toward you. This is something everyone who drives an emergency vehicle encounters
and it is a pretty big problem. Yes, the flashing lights are a good indicator something is
coming, but if someone does not have mirrors adjusted and can’t hear, there could be an
accident or a delay of that vehicle getting to where it needs to go.
If you see someone driving in an unsafe way you can always dial *csp (*277) and let them
know. This goes for aggressive driving, too. Try to not drive unsafe just to report people for
driving unsafe. If there’s someone you think might be driving under the influence or doing
very dangerous things on the road you should always notify police.

SUBMITTED AND LOVINGLY CREATED BY ELEANOR WONG
Available for sale are some bracelets made with alphabet beads spelling “MINI” with glass or crystal
beads. The findings are silver-toned metal with a lobster claw closure and a silver-toned heart charm.
Bracelets made with the glass beads are $12.00, and $15.00 for the ones made with crystal beads.
These would make great holiday gifts for the special MINI enthusiast in your life! Please contact
Eleanor Wong at 303-693-9931 for more information.
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DIANA PETERMAN
I don’t think anyone would be surprised at the results of this survey. The thought was inspired while
sitting at a red light next to a car wash. I considered pulling in because Fenton desperately needed a
scrub down because I really, really, REALLY don’t like cleaning/detailing my car, but I’ve been learned
in the art of autowash (and regrettably had been to that location before with less than stellar results),
so I refrained. Then I wondered, “When it comes to DIY wash and detail, I wonder if the club prefers
that to having someone else do it or if it’s some kind of mix.”

Myself
26%

Both
42%

Pros
32%

It's the Season for GIVING!!
The 5th Annual Craig Hospital Toy Drive is scheduled for December 11th at 6:00pm. Please bring
unwrapped toys with you to be delivered to patients and families currently in residence at Craig
Hospital. They are in the process of adjusting and recovering after suffering catastrophic injuries to
their loved ones. This is always a fun time and the MINIs are a hit with the families and staff at Craig
Hospital. Schomp MINI has offered to be our starting rally point for this event. We should be ready to
motor over to deliver our toys at 5:30. If you'd like to donate a gift, but are not able to make the drive,
you can still drop off your donation prior to the event and we can deliver it for you.
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DIANA PETERMAN
This this is a bit of an exercise, if you will, to perhaps revisit the newsletters of my tenure as your
editor. In a little project starting in May 2016, I placed this cricket SOMEWHERE in each issue,
including a good spot in this one (not the one below, obviously). May 2016 is the only one you will
find so swiftly. Can you identify where Cricket has been hiding all of these months??? And for a free
sticker (as pictured in the photo on the far right in the “BUY ME NOW” heading above), be the first
person to email secretary@mini5280.org with the correct hiding spot of Cricket in this issue. As of
12/4/2017 all issues through February 2017 are available on our website
http://mini5280.org/newsletter/.

November MINItainment key:

ACROSS:
4. Greyscale Union Jack
6. MINI Plant
7. Save the ????

Blackjack
Oxford, England
Wave

DOWN
1. Gold Heist Movie
The Italian Job
2. Purple Haze England
Black-eyed Purple
3. Rule #1
Parking Together
4. BRG
British Racing Green
5. Manufacture of Countryman Austria
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Check the calendar of events on our website! Click the link below to check out the calendar on the
MINI5280 website and add it to your Google Calendar. And check often because drives are events are
regularly added.

MINI5280 Calendar
11 Dec
14 Dec
17 Dec

Craig Hospital Toy Drive
MINI Lights-capade @ MINI of Loveland
MINI5280 Holiday Potluck

MTTS Dates released MINI Takes The States 2018 dates released by MINI USA: July 14 thru
22. http://www.minitakesthestates.com/

#mini5280
If you post your MINI5280-related photos to Instagram, please tag them with #mini5280
What is Instagram?
Instagram is an online mobile photo-sharing, video-sharing, and social networking service that enables its users to take
pictures and videos, and share them either publicly or privately on the app, as well as through a variety of other social networking
platforms, such as Facebook, Twitter, Tumblr, and Flickr. (Source: Wikipedia)

Use the links below from our website for information and direction about your membership:
General Membership Info

Renewing Members

New Membership

To Check Your Membership Expiration

*Member packets are reserved for new members only. Select items included in the new member packets
are available for purchase on our website.

16

