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 MINI5280 Newsletter- March 2018 
 

Hello, this is just a reminder that you’re receiving this email because you are a MINI5280 club member. Don’t forget to add secretary@mini5280.org to 
your address book so we’re sure to land in your inbox!  

 
 

Rhonda Johnson president@mini5280.org   Alison Heise      secretary@mini5280.org 
Diana Peterman  vicepresident@mini5280.org        Erik Wood                treasurer@mini5280.org 

 
 
Hello all! I hope everyone had a great February and look forward 
to all the opportunities to meet up in March! 
 
Despite the weather trying to win, we had members meet up 
multiple times, and as the weather gets better, I know that 
number will increase! 
 
I want to wish everyone in MINI5280 a Happy St. Patrick’s Day, 
and remember to add some green to your MINI so it doesn’t get 
pinched! 
 
 
REMEMBER THAT THE DUE DATE FOR NEWSLETTER 
SUBMISSIONS IS THE 1ST OF THE MONTH. If I don’t get it, 
you won’t see it! Please email all newsletter submissions, 
feedback, questions, and any ideas for the club to 
secretary@mini5280.org. 
 
ALISON HEISE 
MINI5280 Secretary 
 

 

 
1. Welcome New Members, 2. President’s 
Message, 3. Membership Info, 4. What Happened 
Last Month, 5. Announcement!, 6. Buy Me!,           
7. Member Craft, 8. Baby’s First Car, 9. Last Hour 
Poll, 10. MINItainment, 11. Discount,  
12. MINI5280 Merchandise, 13. Upcoming Events 
 

 
 

1. Website: http://mini5280.org/ 
2. Facebook: MINI5280 
3. A Facebook place for members to MINI with 

each other : MINI5280 Social Hub 
4. Our national event: MINIS In the Mountains 

(MITM) 
5. Our members in the south: Southern 

Colorado MINIs (SOCOM) 
6. Our sister club: MiniCOW- Minis of 

Colorado and Wyoming 
7. A local classic Mini club: Minis of the 

Rockies (MOTR)  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Please welcome our new members: 
(You’ll get your welcome packet within a couple of weeks!) 

 

Sally Bledsoe 
Chris Dokos 
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President’s Message       
 
Hello Everyone!! Are you all ready to spring forward?!?! Although we didn't have much snow this year, 
winter seems to be lasting a long time (to me anyway). I'm ready to spring into MINI Season! 
 
We've got a lot coming up for your enjoyment this year. The calendar is filling up! We've got events 
scheduled every month from now until July, and we are already working on something in August! Even 
with the things on the schedule right now, we will more than likely have a few last-minute pop up drives 
here and there just to get out of the house. Be on the lookout for those. Keep checking the events tab in 
the Social Hub on Facebook for the most up-to-date happenings. 
 
Remember, anyone can plan a drive or throw an event up in Facebook. You don't have to have the entire 
thing planned down to the last potty break, just throw something out there, and if you need help, just 
ask! We don't even have to have a drive planned. If you want to have a Taco Tuesday at a local 
restaurant, I know more than a few people that would participate in that, especially if margaritas are 
involved! 
 
You all are an amazing group of people, and I'm grateful for getting a chance to meet you all! Thank you 
MINI!! 
 
As always, thank you for being a part of MINI5280. 
 
RHONDA JOHNSON 
president@mini5280.org  
 

 
 
 

Donate 
 

Make a tax deductible donation to MINI5280 to help with MITM expenses and set up 
the next administration for success to help keep the club going for you. 

 
 

 

***MEMBERSHIP INFO*** 
 
Use the links below from our website for information and direction about your membership: 
  

General Membership Info    Renewing Members 
 

New Membership     To Check Your Membership Expiration 
 

*Member packets are reserved for new members only. Select items included in the new member 
packets are available for purchase on our website. 

mailto:president@mini5280.org
http://mini5280.org/donate/
http://mini5280.org/membership/
http://mini5280.org/msr-renewing-member/
http://mini5280.org/msr-new-member/
http://mini5280.org/msr-help/
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What Happened Last Month   
   

Hope Starts Here Food Bank – Contribution Update 
BY DEBBIE RATLIFF 

 
 
Here is an update regarding the Hope Starts Here Food Bank. Our very own 
Kimberly Krug and her family volunteers there every weekend, and we 
raised money and collected items at our holiday party in December.  

This is an awesome place which helps families in need of a little extra help 
as we all do from time to time… As a reminder, the grand total was $185.00 
for the food bank and the winner of the raffle was Teresa Wood. 

We were able to deliver the items we purchased with the donations: 
 
48 (4pk) count bathroom tissue  
12 Lady Speed stick of deodorant 
12 Speed Stick of deodorant for men 
48 (40 count) Feminine Hygiene product 
72 (3 count) of Toothbrushes 
  
I want to say thank you again to MINI5280 for helping us raise funds so we 
can donate those items to the food bank. This is an awesome car club and 
giving back is always a winner for us all. 
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Tea Time At The English Teacup – February 24, 2018 
BY DIANA PETERMAN 

 

 
 
When I got the idea and started "tea tours" with MINI5280 a couple years ago, I 
anticipated that we would experience a variety of service, flavors, and environments 
along the Front Range. It would be a project to compare all the differences. 
This time I wanted to revisit the Teacup because it was a favorite among the regular tea 
partiers, but my experience this time didn't live up to the many previous times I'd been 
there under a variety of circumstances. 
 
The wait was LOOOOONG. We had reservations and with the exception of the tea which 
we had the pleasure of selecting for each of ourselves from their huge, delicious 
inventory, there was plenty of time to have prepared for us. I worked in service back in 
my day, so I'm having a hard time understanding what the problem could've been. 
 
The presentation was unimpressive. I understand we had a big group, but with even 
bigger groups we've been served with the cool towers of goodies instead of slopped on a 
plate. As a major component of the tea experience, the presentation left something to 
be desired. 
 
The quality of sandwiches: was it just me or because of the presentation or maybe 
something else that the sandwiches seemed to have lost structure and fallen apart? And 
flavor was absent. But I will say that the homemade creamy mushroom soup was to die 
for!  
 
Where were all the sweets that are supposed to come at the end??? My insides ached for 
the clotted cream that would never come.  At least the tea and the company were 
genuinely fantastic. 
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So, let's soldier on to the next one, folks. I think we should head south since we were 
last in Broomfield. Any recommendations? 
 

 
 
               

          
 
 

          
 

#mini5280 
If you post your MINI5280-related photos to Instagram, please tag them with #mini5280 

 
What is Instagram? 

Instagram is an online mobile photo-sharing, video-sharing, and social networking service that enables its users to take  
pictures and videos, and share them either publicly or privately on the app, as well as through a variety of other social networking  

platforms, such as Facebook, Twitter, Tumblr, and Flickr. (Source: Wikipedia) 
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Icicle Rallye Returns: The Do-Over – February 24, 2018 
BY DEBBIE RATLIFF 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
As most of you all know this event was schedule for Saturday, February 10, 2018. The 
weather was an evil genius that stopped our roll, so, the planning started all over again! 
We finally settled on Saturday February 24, 2018 for the “do-over” run. 
 
We missed Jamie Shope who originally created this event... but with the leadership of 
Cait O’Conner we were still able to navigate Jamie’s awesome route to the Ice Castle in 
Dillon, CO. 
 
MINIacs from the North met up at the Starbucks in Westminster, CO and began heading 
toward the full group meet up/rest stop at the Sonic in Conifer, CO. From there, the 
adventure began. 
 
We headed west on I-285 towards Hwy 9 to Frisco, and as we approached Dillon it was 
time for our food stop.  Originally, we were going to stop at Dillon Dam Brewery, 
however, parking was crazy!  We got lucky and found Lake Dillon Tavern & Pizza 
Company (or, as Cait would say, a dive bar) which turned out to be great food! 
 
After our bellies were full, we headed over to the Ice Castle.  When we got there, the 
temperature was 12 degrees! Even though it was cold, we still had an exciting time. As 
always, it’s great hang out with MINI folks on any adventure. 
 
These pictures don’t do the beauty of the Ice Castle justice! Thank you to all that 
attended, I look forward to our next adventure. 
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Announcement!!!                        
 
Ready...Set...Go Tag a MINI!!! 
 
We have new tagging cards for everyone!  There's a few new updates to them and we 
think they are fun!  There's less text on the front and a new feature...a place on the 
back for your name!  We want the new members to feel welcome and now when they 
join, they will already have a connection with the person who tagged them.  We ordered 
a LOT of them, so you can tag ALL THE MINIS!! 
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BUY ME!!! 
The badge, sticker and decal have historically only been available in new member packets, but you 

can now get them online on our website. Prices include shipping! http://mini5280.org/store/ 
 

       
 

 
 

Handcrafted Accessories   
SUBMITTED AND LOVINGLY CREATED BY ELEANOR WONG 
 
Available for sale are some bracelets made with alphabet beads spelling “MINI” with glass or crystal 
beads. The findings are silver-toned metal with a lobster claw closure and a silver-toned heart charm.  
Bracelets made with the glass beads are $12.00, and $15.00 for the ones made with crystal beads. 
These would make great gifts for the special MINI enthusiast in your life! Please contact Eleanor 
Wong at 303-693-9931 for more information.  

 
 

      
 

 

http://mini5280.org/store/
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Baby’s First Car!        
BY DIANA PETERMAN 

 
Meet Lewis (Carroll)! 
 
We announced on Facebook the purchase of another MINI for our household. Some 
speculated that of course Baby Alice needed one, but I bet you didn’t think this is what 
we meant! Brian doesn’t get home at the end of the day with enough light outside to 
take a family portrait of all three MINIs, so I present you with a Mommy and Me picture 
instead. Though there have been others in the past, this is the first time we’ve had more 
than two at the same time. 
 
I was browsing the good ole Craigslist for toddler “Flintstone” cars for Alice to scoot 
around the house and suddenly saw this little thing scroll by. At $30 it truly was too 
good to pass up and it was available, so we went to pick it up. With a car seat in Fenton, 
there wasn’t enough cargo room so we strapped it to the top and drove home with Lewis 
on Fenton’s roof to the amusement of other drivers. It’s not every day that you see a 
MINI on a MINI after all! 
 
Brian supports our family with his automotive genius, so it’s not hard to imagine that 
cars are a part of Alice’s life and blood. She can’t quite reach the pedals, but after a 
couple days already grasps the concept of the pedal. And honking the horn, but let’s 
hope she doesn’t pick up my potty mouth too soon. 
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Last Hour Poll            
BY DIANA PETERMAN 
 
 
When I first saw The Italian Job (2003), it was cool and exciting, and I had no idea that 
it was a remake…or that it was in my future. Fast forward 11 years to when I bought 
Fenton and discovered there was a club for boobs like us: I rewatched 2003, found 
1969, tried to watch it but failed, then learned that it was a whole debate. After seeing it 
again on Netflix recently, I wondered what the club thought: 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

1969, 5

2003, 31

THE ITALIAN JOB: 1969 OR 2003?
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MINItainment           
BY DIANA PETERMAN 
 

 
 
 

February MINItainment Key 

“Until you’ve learned to drive, you’ve never really learned how to swear.” Robert Paul 
 
 
 
 
 

Until        you’ve     learned        to    drive,             
    you’ve    never          really       learned  
                    how     to    swear 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Special discount for MINI5280 members!  12% off orders with the exception of sale and 
specially priced parts. Please use the code 5280MINI. 
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MINI5280 Merchandise   
Remember to visit our store at CafePress! Just click on the logo of your choice and see what fun 
things you can order! 
Click the following link to get the goods now: 

MINI5280 CafePress Store 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Currently Scheduled Upcoming Events  
 
Check the calendar of events on our website! Click the link below to check out the calendar on the 
MINI5280 website and add it to your Google Calendar. And check often because drives are events 
are regularly added. 

MINI5280 Calendar     
 
 
• March      Leprechaun Run 
• April      Overnighter to Sand Dunes/Royal Gorge/Skyline Drive 
• May                        Picnic with MINIs of the Rockies and 3zero3 
• Memorial Day         MiniCow MINI Rushmore 
• June 16                  MINIs take the Peak 
• June 22-24     The Grand Run to The Junction! 
• July 14 – 22            MTTS - http://www.minitakesthestates.com/  
 
 
 

http://www.cafepress.com/mini5280
http://mini5280.org/calendar-2/
http://www.minitakesthestates.com/
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