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 MINI5280 Newsletter- May 2018 
 

Hello, this is just a reminder that you’re receiving this email because you are a MINI5280 club member. Don’t forget to add secretary@mini5280.org to 
your address book so we’re sure to land in your inbox!  

 
 

Rhonda Johnson president@mini5280.org   Alison Heise      secretary@mini5280.org 
Diana Peterman  vicepresident@mini5280.org        Erik Wood                treasurer@mini5280.org 

 

 
 

Hello all! Spring is upon us, or so I’m told, and with that brings 

nicer weather, and more MINI rides! I am excited to see the 
pictures from our members and be able to share them in 

upcoming newsletters. 
 

This month we are having the t-shirt contest for our club 

members, so please submit your t-shirt ideas! I look forward to 
seeing all the creativity! 

 
 

REMEMBER THAT THE DUE DATE FOR NEWSLETTER 

SUBMISSIONS IS THE 1ST OF THE MONTH. If I don’t get it, 
you won’t see it! Please email all newsletter submissions, 

feedback, questions, and any ideas for the club to 

secretary@mini5280.org. 
 

ALISON HEISE 
MINI5280 Secretary 

 

 

 

 
1. Welcome New Members, 2. President’s 
Message, 3. Membership Info, 4. What Happened 
Last Month, 5. MINI5280 Motoring Tips,                 
6. MINI5280 Club Meeting, 7. Buy Me!, 8. Last 
Hour Poll,  9. MINItainment, 10. MINI5280 
Merchandise, 11. Upcoming Events, 12. Discount 

 

 
 

1. Website: http://mini5280.org/ 
2. Facebook: MINI5280 
3. A Facebook place for members to MINI with 

each other: MINI5280 Social Hub 
4. Our national event: MINIS In the Mountains 

(MITM) 
5. Our members in the south: Southern 

Colorado MINIs (SOCOM) 
6. Our sister club: MiniCOW- Minis of 

Colorado and Wyoming 
7. A local classic Mini club: Minis of the 

Rockies (MOTR)  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please welcome our new members: 
(You’ll get your welcome packet within a couple of weeks!) 

 

                Yana Mitev               Steve Ringquist 

                
 

 

IN THIS ISSUE 

Start Your Engines! 

Club Links 
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mailto:secretary@mini5280.org
mailto:vicepresident@mini5280.org
mailto:treasurer@mini5280.org
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http://mini5280.org/
https://www.facebook.com/MINI5280/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MINI5280Conversations/
http://minisinthemountains.com/
http://minisinthemountains.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/114516478633973/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/114516478633973/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/minicow/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/minicow/
http://www.minisrock.com/
http://www.minisrock.com/
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President’s Message       
 

 
Happy May everyone! It's great to see everyone out and about again. Warmer weather means more MINI 

drives! YAY!! We all love that. 

 
I would like to say a big THANK YOU to Kim Pirri for organizing and leading the Zoom to the Dunes 

drive. It was a fabulous time! Everyone had fun and there were some amazing pictures and videos from 
the trip. I hope everyone has had a chance to get all the sand out of the spots where there should never 

be sand! Thanks again Kim! You rocked it! 

 
We are looking forward to a great summer and lots of fun events. The club meeting has been set for June 

2nd. Look for details on that here in the newsletter. We have a couple more over-nighters scheduled and 

of course there will be shorter drives coming also. MINI season is upon us!  
 

Just like Kim, anyone can plan a drive or throw an idea out there and we can create an event from it. We 
love exploring new places and seeing new faces. Adventuring is part of being a MINI owner, isn't it? 

 

As always, thank you all for being a part of MINI5280! 
 

 

RHONDA JOHNSON 
president@mini5280.org  
 

 
 
 

Donate 
 

Make a tax deductible donation to MINI5280 to help with MITM expenses and set up 
the next administration for success to help keep the club going for you. 

 

 
 

***MEMBERSHIP INFO*** 
 

Use the links below from our website for information and direction about your membership: 

  

General Membership Info    Renewing Members 

 

New Membership     To Check Your Membership Expiration 

 

*Member packets are reserved for new members only. Select items included in the new member 
packets are available for purchase on our website. 

mailto:president@mini5280.org
http://mini5280.org/donate/
http://mini5280.org/membership/
http://mini5280.org/msr-renewing-member/
http://mini5280.org/msr-new-member/
http://mini5280.org/msr-help/
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What Happened Last Month   
   

Zoom To The Dunes – April 28, 2018 
BY ROB AND CINDY MUNCH (PICTURES BY RHONDA JOHNSON) 

 

 
 
Weeks of Kim Pirri's careful and thorough planning of her first event, Zoom 

to the Dunes, brought a hugely successful weekend trip for members of 

MINI5280. 
 
The weekend began with a Saturday morning meetup at 8:00 AM in Castle 
Rock and then on to Colorado Springs to connect with the remaining MINI 
folks from the south. After a short drivers’ meeting, including members 

from MINI5280, MiniCOW, and SOCOM, 40 MINIacs jumped into their 22 
MINIs and were off! 
 
The caravan of MINIs traveled south on I-25 into Walsenburg, stopping for 

a pit stop. The group then traveled on US-160E to CO-150N and ended up 
at our first destination the Great Sand Dunes National Park and Preserve.  
 
Some of the group rented sand sleds and boards from the Oasis Center to 
surf the dunes, some enjoyed hiking up the dunes, and others just enjoyed 

the scenery. The day was warming up and weather conditions were ideal.  
 

Thanks to Kim and Rhonda Johnson for reserving a group picnic area in the 
park, we had a perfect spot to gather and enjoy a picnic lunch. We all spent 
about three hours exploring the dunes before making our way to Salida for 

our evening. 
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Once everyone was checked into their hotels and had a chance to freshen 
up, most of us met at the Moonlight Pizza and Brew House for dinner and 
some relaxation. What a wonderful place this was. Food and drinks were 
fantastic and staff was also very accommodating. Most of the group 

gathered outside until it started raining and had to move indoors. After 
dinner, the group headed back to their hotels to get a good night’s sleep 
since an early morning start was necessary to arrive at the Royal Gorge at 
the required time for our tour and drive of the bridge. 

 

We assembled our group Sunday morning and departed Salida at 7:30 am. 
Everyone was on time, which is not an easy task with a group of this size. 
We were off to the Royal Gorge via Hwy 50 to County Road 3A. It was a 
very nice drive. 

 
Upon arrival at the park, we were greeted by smiling park staff with lots of 
“wows” regarding our amazing MINIs. After we all received our tickets and 
hand stamps we were off to drive the bridge.  
 

The rangers escorted us onto the bridge and allowed us to stop for a photo 
opportunity. We then completely crossed the bridge and drove all around 
the back part of the park allowing us to drive back across the bridge and 

stopping again for additional photos. While out of our cars the wind started 
to pick up and it became a bit brisk. It was a sight to see the view with all 

of the MINIs assembled on the bridge surrounded by the fantastic vistas. 
You really needed to be there to appreciate it. The ranger escorted us once 

again off the bridge to an upper lot to where all of our MINIs were able to 
park as a group. 

 
A little more than two hours were spent exploring the Royal Gorge. Several 
in the group rode the gondola across the gorge and a few folks actually 
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looked down at the Arkansas River. At 10:45 it was time to meet back at 
the parking lot for the next leg of the adventure.  
We headed south on Hwy 50 towards Cañon City to drive a gem of a road 
called Skyline Drive. The road was built in the 1900’s on a Hogback just 
west of Cañon City. It is a one-way drive with fantastic views, but can be a 

bit scary at times. At the top, we stopped for another photo opportunity.  
 
Leaving Skyline Drive, we headed to lunch at Sonic Drive-In in Cañon City. 
Luck was on our side as most were able to find a space available to park. 

After taking a break and enjoying lunch it was time for our final drive of the 
event. We drove Hwy 50 to CO-9 to County 11 to Hwy 24. The route was an 
excellent blend of many twisties and beautiful scenery. We arrived at our 
final stop in Woodland Park to say our goodbyes. 
 

As intimidating and time consuming as planning an event of this magnitude 
can be, Kim organized a flawless and extremely fun event.  
 
In asking Kim about her thoughts in organizing her very first event she had 
this to say: 

  
“It was a bit crazy to jump right in on an overnighter with three major 
activities for the first MINI5280 event I’ve planned, but it mostly worked 
out great and I had a blast motoring with everyone! Shout out to Rhonda 

for being the sounding board/question answerer for the bajillion questions I 
asked”.  
 

Kim exceeded all expectations in putting this event together and we hope 
this becomes a repeat event. Everyone had a fantastic time! 

 
 

    
 



6 

 

Rhonda, Erin, and Shawn’s Side Adventure – April 28, 2018 
BY RHONDA JOHNSON  

 

 
 

On the way to the dunes this past weekend, a few of us noticed the sign for 
Zapata Falls. I love waterfalls, so I discussed it with my co-pilot Erin Shay, 
and we both agreed to check out the waterfall before we left the area. 
 

After Erin got her sledding on at the dunes, along with a face plant in the 
sand, we decided to head out to the waterfall. Another adventurous MINIon 
Shawn Hunter said he wanted to go, too. Others were interested, but 
decided against it when they heard there was a hike involved. Not daunted 
by the thought of a hike, the three of us set out to see the falls. 

 
The road to the falls had a warning sign indicating “rough road”. I asked 
Shawn if he wanted to ride with me in Clara since we could tell that the 
road was indeed very rocky from the start, so he climbed aboard and off we 

went! The road was very rocky and rough, but Clara was up for the 
challenge. After what seemed like 30 extremely bumpy minutes, we arrived 
at the trailhead to the falls. The hike was about 3/4 of a mile, so we 
decided we were up to it. 

 

Luckily we were not on a strict time schedule, so we took our time on the 
way up to the falls. It was a rocky path that was mainly uphill, so we 
stopped along the way to catch our breath while admiring the view and chat 
a little. 
 

Finally, we got to where we could hear the falls. The ground leveled out and 
we saw the pretty little stream with trees growing in the middle of it. The 
path disappeared. We decided that since we had come this far, we weren't 



7 

 

going to stop now. We gingerly tried stepping from rock to rock to make our 
way upstream to the falls. I lost my balance shortly after that and my foot 
went straight into cold water. Thankfully the water, although cold, was not 
very deep, and it barely covered the top of my foot. Erin and Shawn, after 
losing their balance, also decided it was safer to just walk through the 

water at that point. 
 
We then saw an opening to a huge cavern-like formation in the side of the 
rocks. It was narrow and had a small opening in the top. There was a huge 

sheet of ice cascading down the side of the rocks, where a portion of the 
waterfall had frozen. We entered the cavern a bit more and then around the 
corner we could see the water falling down over the rocks. It was so pretty 
and completely unexpected. We discussed on the way down that waterfalls 
are so unique and you never know what a waterfall will look like.  

 
Erin, Shawn, and I were so glad we decided to take the side adventure trip 
to Zapata Falls.  Our wet shoes and cold feet were a small price to pay for 
the amazing sight! 
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MINI5280 Motoring Tips     
BY CARL JOHNSON 

 

The spring motoring season is upon us! Some MINIs have been cooped up 

in the garage all winter and are itching to play. Other MINIs get their 
summer tires put back on. Then, there are the lucky few that have new 
mods to try out. It is time to hit the road with friends! Here are some 
motoring tips to make it fun and safe for all: 
 

The MINI Rules still apply! 
 

1. Always Park next to a MINI 
2. Wave to other MINIs 

3. Take your MINI to meet other MINIs. Kind of like taking a dog to the dog 
park. They need socialization. 
4. Wave at other MINIs.  
5. Stickers = Horsepower. 
6. Wave! 

7. Find friends to help you mod your MINI. 
8. Please wave back! 
9. Be unique. No two MINIs should be alike 
10. Finally, Wave back or sell it and get a Fiat or some other boring car! 
 

Preparing your MINI… 
 
Put stripes/stickers/badges/antenna balls/license plate surrounds/wheel 
centers on for extra horsepower! 

 

Buy handheld walkie talkie radios.  
 
*We use channel 7, sub channel 21. Some radios don’t do sub 

channels/privacy so check carefully when you purchase.  

 
*Make sure VOX (auto broadcast when voice detected) is turned off… or 
we'll all know your business!  
 
*Test out the best position/voice to use before the ride so you are not 

screaming into the mic.  
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*Remember to push the talk button and wait a "one thousand" before 
talking so your first words are not cut off.  
 
Walk around your MINI admiring your ride while inspecting tires for 
inflation. Check the washer fluid, oil, and coolant levels. Some of us carry 

an extra quart of oil and a paper towel/rag. We work our motors hard!  
 
Clean your windshield. It’s fun to wash your MINI for the day even though it 
is just going to get dirty again :)  

 
Put both radios in the MINI in cases someone else forgets theirs. Double 
check you have your radios!  
 
Remember to fill up your gas tank, empty your bladder, and buy a gas 

station treat for later (but eat it now). 
 
Motoring… 
 
Remember you are representing the club. Please be courteous!  

 
Please be respectful of the smaller mountain communities that we motor 
through or stop at. We want to be welcomed back! 
 

If you lose sight of the person behind you, slow down so they can catch up. 
 
If you lose sight of the person ahead of you they should slow down for you. 

If they don’t, you can use your radio to let them know. 
 

Larger rides have a “sweeper” at the back to catch any stragglers and let 
the leader know of delays such as lights etc. 
 
IMPORTANT: If you feel uncomfortable about the speed or anything else, 
slow down. Safety is paramount! 

 
Pictures… 
 
We often stop at a scenic place for picture of our MINIs. 
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We park bonnet out (bonnet is the hood of the car for those new to the 
MINI world) for fast getaways! 
 
Eyeshades up in the windshield if you have them. 
 

Save/send a couple jewels to secretary@mini5280.org for the newsletter 
instead of posting on Facebook! 
 
Food… 

 
Some rides are very long, so consider bringing substantial snacks and of 
course lots of water. 
 
Buy extra gas station treats. :) 

 
Maybe sit by a stranger at the meal and make a new friend. 
 
Write up… 
 

Can you write a short newsletter ride summary? You don’t need to be 
Hemingway. Just jot some things together and send what you have to 
secretary@mini5280.org!  
 

Let’s have fun and be safe! That is what it is all about! 
 

 

#mini5280 
If you post your MINI5280-related photos to Instagram, please tag them with #mini5280 

 

What is Instagram? 

Instagram is an online mobile photo-sharing, video-sharing, and social networking service that enables its users to take  

pictures and videos, and share them either publicly or privately on the app, as well as through a variety of other social networking  

platforms, such as Facebook, Twitter, Tumblr, and Flickr. (Source: Wikipedia) 

mailto:secretary@mini5280.org
mailto:secretary@mini5280.org
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MINI5280 Club Meeting      
 

Our next club meeting is scheduled for June 2, 2018! 
 

We will be meeting at Pavilion A at the Bayou Gulch Regional Park in 
Parker, CO. 
 

The meeting is scheduled to begin at noon, and then we are going to have a 

potluck picnic. Please bring your favorite dish to share with everyone. We 
will be adding a signup on the MINI5280 page soon so that you can let 
everyone know what dish you are planning to bring! The club will provide 
paper plates, napkins, and cups. 
 

Rhonda will bring her cornhole game, but please bring your favorite lawn 
game as well! We will make a day of playing at the park. 
 
Here's the info for the park: 
 

https://www.douglas.co.us/documents/bayou-gulch-regional-park-info-and-
map.pdf 
 

                
 

BUY ME!!! 
The badge, sticker and decal have historically only been available in new member packets, but you 

can now get them online on our website. Prices include shipping! http://mini5280.org/store/ 
 

       
 
 
 

http://mini5280.org/store/
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Last Hour Poll            
BY DIANA PETERMAN  

 
 
Road potty mouth. I have one to rival any sailor (just ask my mechanic husband) and 

that’s saying something being his industry can be pretty foul at times! I guessed more of 
us have it than not with all of the injustices around us on the road and I was not 
mistaken. Of those polled on our MINI5280 Social Hub page on Facebook this month, 

this is what the club turned out.  
 
 

 

 
 

 

   

Guilty 87%

Not Guilty 13%

DO YOU HAVE A POTTY MOUTH?
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MINItainment           
BY DIANA PETERMAN 

 

Who’s rallying to the Rockies with this year’s MINI Takes the States? Word 

search the rally stops below. 
 

  ASHLAND  KEYSTONE  ORLANDO  
  DALLAS  LOSANGELES PORTLAND   
  DODGECITY  LITTLEROCK  SACRAMENTO 

  DURANGO  NEWORLEANS SANTAFE  
  FLAGSTAFF  OKLAHOMACITY TALLAHASSEE

 

April MINItainment Key 
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MINI5280 Merchandise   
 

Remember to visit our store at CafePress! Just click on the logo of your choice and see what fun 

things you can order! 

Click the following link to get the goods now: 

MINI5280 CafePress Store 
 

 
 

Currently Scheduled Upcoming Events  
 

Check the calendar of events on our website! Click the link below to check out the calendar on the 
MINI5280 website and add it to your Google Calendar. And check often because drives are events 
are regularly added. 

MINI5280 Calendar     
 

• April 27 – May 10   2nd Annual T-Shirt Design Contest 

• May 19                   The “YOU VOTE” Tea Party 

• Memorial Day         MiniCow MINI Rushmore 

• June 16                  MINIs take the Peak 

• June 22-24     The Grand Run to The Junction! 

• July 14 – 22            MTTS - http://www.minitakesthestates.com/  

 

 

 

 
 
Special discount for MINI5280 members!  12% off orders with the exception of sale and 

specially priced parts. Please use the code 5280MINI. 

http://www.cafepress.com/mini5280
http://mini5280.org/calendar-2/
http://www.minitakesthestates.com/
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