MINI5280 Newsletter - July 2018
Hello, this is just a reminder that you’re receiving this email because you are a MINI5280 club member. Don’t forget to add secretary@mini5280.org to
your address book so we’re sure to land in your inbox!

Rhonda Johnson
Diana Peterman

president@mini5280.org
vicepresident@mini5280.org

Alison Heise
Erik Wood

Hello everyone! I am so glad to have seen all the happy MINIacs
posting on Facebook, talking about the rides they went on this
past month! There were so many wonderful opportunities to get
together, but the biggest of them all comes up this month! MINI
Takes The States 2018 is upon us! I cannot wait to hear the
stories our members tell, the pictures that are taken, and the
memories that are made. Have fun everyone!

secretary@mini5280.org
treasurer@mini5280.org
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Club Links
REMEMBER THAT THE DUE DATE FOR NEWSLETTER
SUBMISSIONS IS THE 1ST OF THE MONTH. If I don’t get it,
you won’t see it! Please email all newsletter submissions,
feedback, questions, and any ideas for the club to
secretary@mini5280.org.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

ALISON HEISE
MINI5280 Secretary

7.

Website: http://mini5280.org/
Facebook: MINI5280
A Facebook place for members to MINI with
each other: MINI5280 Social Hub
Our national event: MINIS In the Mountains
(MITM)
Our members in the south: Southern
Colorado MINIs (SOCOM)
Our sister club: MiniCOW- Minis of
Colorado and Wyoming
A local classic Mini club: Minis of the
Rockies (MOTR)

Start Your Engines!
Please welcome our new members:
(You’ll get your welcome packet within a couple of weeks!)

Liesel Bimmerle
Woodson Held

Stephen Lessard
Roberto M. Lucero
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President’s Message
Hi Everyone!
July, Oh, my goodness it's July!! The summer feels like it's just starting, but yet almost over already. I
hope everyone has had a chance to get out and enjoy some free time lately… MINI-ing of course!
We had such a great time in Grand Junction in June and we also climbed the Peak. MINIs were all over the
state last month. Are we ready for MINI Takes the States 2018? That time has come, too.
There are a few people who are only going to Keystone to check out the destination spot of MTTS. If you
are curious as to what 1000+ MINIs look like all in one spot, you should definitely head to Keystone over
the weekend of July 20-22nd. There will be several drives through our beautiful mountains with MINIs
from all across the country. It should really be an amazing experience. Check out the Facebook Social Hub
page if you want to caravan up to Keystone with some friends.
If anyone is interested in leading a drive or you just have a great idea in mind and need some help
planning, don't be shy! Throw it out there on Facebook and we will gladly help you out and participate on
your run. We love to drive our MINIs. I would much rather be out exploring the mountains instead of
cleaning my house or doing the dreaded never-ending laundry. I don't think I'm alone in that either! So,
let's MINI! :)
Thanks again for being a part of MINI5280!

RHONDA JOHNSON
president@mini5280.org

Donate
Make a tax deductible donation to MINI5280 to help with MITM expenses and set up
the next administration for success to help keep the club going for you.

***MEMBERSHIP INFO***
Use the links below from our website for information and direction about your membership:
General Membership Info

Renewing Members

New Membership

To Check Your Membership Expiration

*Member packets are reserved for new members only. Select items included in the new member
packets are available for purchase on our website.
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What Happened Last Month
MINIs Take the Peak - June 16th 2018
BY ROBERT GARY MUNCH (PICTURES BY BRYAN RASUMUSSEN)

SOCOM and Mini5280 met at the Garden of the Gods visitor center. Our
group of 27 MINIs, one classic Mini, and a BMW drove through the Garden
of the Gods, Manitou Springs, and then off to the Peak.
Early this year, SOCOM, with the help of Ray Gross, had begun planning a
trip to the top of America’s Mountain. Ray had the visit planned months
before the closure of the Cog Railway and the new construction to begin in
early June. As of June 1st, the toll road was allowing limited access to drive
all the way to the top of the summit. Most visitors were to park in
designated areas and be taken to the summit via shuttle service.

Since Ray had scheduled this event prior to the construction, he had a
commitment they would allow us to drive to the summit as a group.
This ALMOST was not the case. When our group arrived, we were initially
told we would not be able to drive to the summit but would need to use the
shuttle service. There were a lot of frowns and unhappy MINIacs. However,
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when the group arrived at the shuttle parking area they waived us through!
THANK YOU RAY for helping us to drive all the way to the top. All of the
frowns were turned upside down!

The weather was wonderful, but a bit chilly and windy. Visibility could have
been better but all in all it was FANTASTIC! We spent about an hour picture
taking, shopping in the soon to be replaced summit house, and exploring
the summit and its vistas.

We headed down the mountain for lunch at Rudy’s BBQ and Country Store
in Manitou Springs. Ray had reserved a room for the group, and everyone
enjoyed each other’s company. It was determined that “MINIs takes the
Peak” will become an annual event moving forward.
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The Grand Run to the Junction - June 22-24, 2018
BY RHONDA JOHNSON

A collaboration between the MINI5280, Utah MINIacs, MiniCOW, SOCOM,
and MINIs Around the Corners resulted in a completely amazing weekend in
Grand Junction.
We all gathered at Enzo's Mexican Restaurant on Friday night as we arrived
in Grand Junction. There wasn't any firm itinerary set for the weekend, so
we all wanted to relax and have fun and play things by ear. After a very
delicious dinner we said our good nights and had a plan to meet the next
morning at Octopus Coffee.

Bright and early Saturday morning, we met in the parking lot with Justin
and Michelle Montoya of the Utah MINIacs, who were leading our first
drive. We headed west on I-70 into Utah and then turned on Highway 128
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to head into Moab. This canyon road was so twisty and fun! Not only did it
twist side-to-side, but it was hilly, too! The canyon was beautiful, each turn
seemed to reveal a new treat for us to look at in wonder. We made our way
to the park, and a picnic spot along the Colorado River in Moab. A few of us
ventured over to the water to watch people floating or canoeing down the
river, and we saw several lizards scurrying out of our way. After a while, it
was time to head back to Grand Junction. We retraced our steps to see
everything from a different vantage point. Again, it was amazing. Carl and I
decided on the way that this must've been the location where Wile E.
Coyote and the Road Runner was filmed. I was half expecting to see Wile E.
with his new Acme box at any time.

Our next adventure was Saturday afternoon. Jim and Paula Taylor from
MiniCow were our leaders. Jim led us east on I-70 to De Beque. That's
where the fun really started! We took a very twisty back road very quickly
and it was So. Much. Fun. Then, we turned onto the Grand Mesa Scenic
Byway which ran along the river. It was another amazing canyon run. We
returned to Palisade where we ventured into a couple wineries and sampled
the local wines. No stop to Palisade would be complete without trying out
the peaches, so our next stop was a fruit stand. Just a tip: the next time
anyone is in Palisade, buy the Peach Salsa. You'll thank me later. After the
wineries and the fruit stand, we motored over to the Palisade Brewery. We
dined and chatted about what else we had planned for the trip. One of the
hotels we were staying at had Karaoke, so of course we planned to meet up
at the hotel later to listen to the local talent. We were thoroughly
entertained that evening by the Karaoke… I'll just leave it at that. ;)
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Sunday morning, we met up at the coffee shop for the final run of the
weekend. This time I led the group through Colorado National
Monument. This is another amazing area with views of the valley that are
spectacular. This drive was much more leisurely, simply because there was
just too much to take in. We pulled into multiple parking spots on this drive
to take pictures and admire the view. A few of us were adventurous and let
our inner mountain goat take over as we climbed on a few rocks. This did
cause a few to avert their eyes, but we were never "that close" to the
edge. At the end of the Monument drive, we all said our goodbyes.
The general consensus was that this must be done again. Hopefully we can
all coordinate again for another fantastic weekend in the Junction.
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Torchy’s Grand Opening in Highlands Ranch – JUNE 25, 2018
BY MELISSA BENSON

Torchy’s Tacos has become a favorite of many MINI5280 members. The
location in Highlands Ranch finally opened in June. They had an opening
party to celebrate, so of course some of the club had to attend. While
waiting in the line, we were offered free chips and queso, guacamole and
soft drinks. They had music, face painting, and balloon art for
entertainment while we waited.

Once the restaurant opened, we ordered our food and had a little feast of
Mr. Pink tacos, Trailer Park tacos, Fried Avocado tacos. Brownie bites and
cookie dough balls finished off a decadent dinner. If you have not been to
Torchy’s, you’re missing out!
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Detailers Blog
BY DAVID RATLIFF

Summer is finally here! The snow and cold are gone for a while, so now it is
time to get your car prepped for the summer traveling fun.
As you know, this is a time to take a good look at both our exteriors and
interiors to do some vehicle maintenance. Below you will find a few tips to
help you keep those babies looking great! There are a few are things you
should ALWAYS do, and a few are things you should NEVER do.
1: ALWAYS remove bird droppings immediately!
If bird droppings or bug guts get on your paint, spray it off as soon as
possible (even if you can’t wash the entire car) to prevent the paint from
being etched. The longer contaminants sit on paint, the faster it can be
damaged, so even carrying around a quick detailing spray and a microfiber
cloth can help remove contaminants quickly.
Here are a few products to keep around to help with this issue:
1. Mequiar’s Bug & Tar Remover
2. Chemical Guys Bug & Tar car wash shampoo
2: NEVER use dishwashing or hand soap!
Always avoid using household cleaning agents like hand soap, dishwashing
detergent, or glass cleaner on the paint of your vehicle. These aren’t
formulated for use on a car’s paint and will strip off the protective wax.
Without the wax coating your clear coat is going to stain and discolor much
more quickly than it should.
3: ALWAYS apply any wax to your car in the shade, NEVER in the
sun!
If you are going to apply wax at home, it should only be done when the
paint surface of your car is cool. Do one section of the car at a time and
work your way around the car, when your finished wipe the wax off with a
microfiber cloth.
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4: ALWAYS Pressure Wash Carefully!
Yes, a pressure washer can blast away grime and dirt, but it can also do
some damage to a vehicle if you don’t know what you’re doing. You might
force water into areas it’s not meant to go, rip off trim or even peel off your
paint.
According to DEKRA, a German safety organization, it takes only five
seconds of highly pressurized water aimed directly at a tire sidewall to
damage or weaken it. If it is the only tool you have, pressure wash from a
considerable distance to any type of damage.
5: CONSIDER getting it done by a professional!
Yes, you know I was going to go there… if you want your baby to look its
best, just like the day you brought it home, how about giving Attitude
Detailing a call? You have seen our work and you know what we can do.
That way you can have fun all summer long!

BUY ME!!!
The badge, sticker and decal have historically only been available in new member packets, but you
can now get them online on our website. Prices include shipping! http://mini5280.org/store/

#mini5280
If you post your MINI5280-related photos to Instagram, please tag them with #mini5280
What is Instagram?
Instagram is an online mobile photo-sharing, video-sharing, and social networking service that enables its users to take
pictures and videos, and share them either publicly or privately on the app, as well as through a variety of other social networking
platforms, such as Facebook, Twitter, Tumblr, and Flickr. (Source: Wikipedia)
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Handcrafted Accessories
SUBMITTED AND LOVINGLY CREATED BY ELEANOR WONG

Purses crafted with Mini fabric. These are cross body bags with adjustable straps. The
smaller bags measure 6”H x 8 1/2”W x 1”D, and have 2 inside pockets, $49. The classic
Mini bag measures 7 1/2”H x 9 1/2”W, $59. The larger Mini bag measures 8”H x 9
1/2”W x 2”D, and has 2 inside pockets,$69.
The outer fabric is 100% cotton, and quilted with cotton batting. Interior fabric is cotton.
All have nylon zipper closures. Straps extend a full 50”.

Another purse for sale measures 8 1/2”H x 11”W x 2”D, $79.00. Outer fabric is cotton
canvas, inner lining is polyester and cotton. Purse has 2 interior pockets; nylon zipper
closure.
The car can also be embroidered in blue, green, orange, or grey by special order.
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MINI5280 Gives Back

MINI5280 is partnering with MINI Takes the States and will be leading a
team for Feeding America's Give A Meal Team Challenge. Feeding America
is committed to leading the fight against hunger in America. To do this,
Feeding America has over 200 member food banks, including the Food Bank
of the Rockies and many others in our own state, who work with 60,000
food assistance agencies, such as, food pantries and soup kitchens to
provide over 4 billion pounds of donated food and grocery products annually
to those who are food insecure.
Because MINI5280 is passionate about giving back, we hope you’ll help us
support Feeding America’s work by joining our team. By raising funds for
Feeding America, we will help provide meals for the 15.5 million households
who are not sure where their next meal is coming from. For every one
dollar raised, 10 meals will be provided to those in need. We have set a
fundraising goal of $1500.00 for our team and will be working hard to raise
money for those who need it most.
We’re very excited to be a part of this experience – and hope you will join
us on this journey by joining the MINI5280 Team or by donating to our
efforts.
Click here to view the team page for MINI5280
If the text above does not appear as a clickable link, you can visit the web address:
http://help.feedingamerica.org/site/TR?team_id=19715&pg=team&fr_id=1441&et=8uX
d0w8eKdUaRMXF-8Qe3A&s_tafId=4486
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Last Hour Poll
BY DIANA PETERMAN

Recalling a conversation I’d had with my husband several years prior, one from which a
point he still makes occasionally, I became curious about what the stats were for
members in the club who drive with any lights on during the day. So, I asked for this
month’s poll who drove with lights on and who did not, and this what you had to say:

DO YOU DRIVE WITH YOUR LIGHTS ON DURING
THE DAY?
NO LIGHTS 16%

LIGHTS 84%
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MINItainment
BY DIANA PETERMAN

Blooming Garden Word Scramble
Unscramble the following seven flower names and use the highlighted letters to create
another word scramble to solve the puzzle.
1.PUITL
2.OERS
3.SAERT
4.CIDHRO
5.AYSID
6.AFFDLIOD
7.CTNROIANA

Ronaldo’s mom has four children. The first is named April, the second is named May, the
third is named June. What is the name of the fourth child?

JUNE MINItainment Key
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MINI5280 Merchandise
Remember to visit our store at CafePress! Just click on the logo of your choice and see what fun
things you can order!
Click the following link to get the goods now:

MINI5280 CafePress Store

Currently Scheduled Upcoming Events
Check the calendar of events on our website! Click the link below to check out the calendar on the
MINI5280 website and add it to your Google Calendar. And check often because drives are events
are regularly added.

MINI5280 Calendar
•
•
•

July 14 – 22
September 2
October – November

MTTS - http://www.minitakesthestates.com/
MINI BBQ at Melissa’s House
Yalla Yalla!

Special discount for MINI5280 members! 12% off orders with the exception of sale and
specially priced parts. Please use the code 5280MINI.
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