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 MINI5280 Newsletter - August 2018 
 

Hello, this is just a reminder that you’re receiving this email because you are a MINI5280 club member. Don’t forget to add secretary@mini5280.org to 
your address book so we’re sure to land in your inbox!  

 
 

Rhonda Johnson president@mini5280.org   Alison Heise      secretary@mini5280.org 
Diana Peterman  vicepresident@mini5280.org        Erik Wood                treasurer@mini5280.org 

 

 
Hello everyone! It is so exciting that MINI Takes the States 2018 

was such a success, and that so many of our members were able 

to take part in some, if not all, of the paths with other MINIacs. I 
hope you enjoy the MINI Takes the States 2018 blog from one of 

our members as much as I did! As the summer winds down, I look 
forward to seeing what adventures our members have in store for 

the coming months.  

  
 

REMEMBER THAT THE DUE DATE FOR NEWSLETTER 
SUBMISSIONS IS THE 1ST OF THE MONTH. If I don’t get it, 

you won’t see it! Please email all newsletter submissions, 

feedback, questions, and any ideas for the club to 
secretary@mini5280.org. 

 

 
ALISON HEISE 

MINI5280 Secretary 
 

 

 

 
1. Welcome New Members, 2. President’s 
Message, 3. Membership Info, 4. What Happened 
Last Month, 5. MINIs Takes the States 2018 Blog, 
7. MINI5280 Club Meeting, 8. Buy Me!, 9. 
Handcrafted Accessories, 10. MINI5280 Gives 
Back, 11. MINIs In the Mountains 2019, 12. 
Discount, 13. Last Hour Poll, 14. MINItainment, 15. 
MINI5280 Merchandise, 16. Upcoming Events 

 

 
 

1. Website: http://mini5280.org/ 
2. Facebook: MINI5280 
3. A Facebook place for members to MINI with 

each other: MINI5280 Social Hub 
4. Our national event: MINIS In the Mountains 

(MITM) 
5. Our members in the south: Southern 

Colorado MINIs (SOCOM) 
6. Our sister club: MiniCOW- Minis of 

Colorado and Wyoming 
7. A local classic Mini club: Minis of the 

Rockies (MOTR)  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please welcome our new members: 
(You’ll get your welcome packet within a couple of weeks!) 

 

Danielle Barragan 

Ivan Heredia 

Becky Reinig 
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Club Links 
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/minicow/
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http://www.minisrock.com/
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President’s Message       
 

 
Hi Everyone!   

 

Where did the summer go? It's back to school, and back to reality for all the MTTS'ers out there. July was 
an incredible month and I am going to miss it terribly! 

 
MINI Takes the States came through our beautiful area in July. It was quite the sight to see all those 

MINIs at Keystone. It was great seeing all the MINI5280 name badges there too! I am really bad at 

names… I can tell you what your car's name is, or even your dog's name, but people's names sometimes 
evade me. So, a very special thank you to Andy and Erin Autobee for creating our name badges for 

us. They have been making our name badges for us on their own time and doing an excellent job.  They 

look awesome!   
 

I heard multiple times throughout MTTS, that the national MINIUSA event paled in comparison to our very 
own MINIs in the Mountains! We have been extremely fortunate to have such a great team working hard 

on MITM each year to make it an amazing event. This year we are working just as hard to secure a great 

location so our epic (and quickly becoming legendary!) event will exceed everyone's expectations.  We will 
keep you all posted on any updates as they become available.  Please follow the MINIs In The Mountains 

Facebook page too! 
 

Thank you for being a part of MINI5280. 

 
RHONDA JOHNSON 

president@mini5280.org  
 

 
 

Donate 
 

Make a tax deductible donation to MINI5280 to help with MITM expenses and set up 
the next administration for success to help keep the club going for you. 

 
 

***MEMBERSHIP INFO*** 
 

Use the links below from our website for information and direction about your membership: 

  

General Membership Info    Renewing Members 

 

New Membership     To Check Your Membership Expiration 

 

*Member packets are reserved for new members only. Select items included in the new member 
packets are available for purchase on our website. 

mailto:president@mini5280.org
http://mini5280.org/donate/
http://mini5280.org/membership/
http://mini5280.org/msr-renewing-member/
http://mini5280.org/msr-new-member/
http://mini5280.org/msr-help/
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What Happened Last Month   
   

MINI Independence Day – July 4th, 2018 
BY KIM PIRRI (PHOTOS COURTSEY OF KIM PIRRI AND RHONDA JOHNSON) 

 

 
 

 

What’s a better way to celebrate our Nation’s Independence Day than to 
gather and rally up to the namesake mountain pass? Twelve MINIs, with 
their drivers, copilots, some kiddos, and two canine companions met up at 
the Mammoth Lot to take the fast route up the hill! After a donut (Thanks, 
Rhonda!) and quick driver’s meeting, we booked it up I-70 to Copper 

Mountain. Point of information to share… gas is not, let me say again, not 
cheap in Copper Mountain! From there, our drive was only encumbered by a 
couple of pace vehicles on the way to Leadville, then we made a U-turn, 
since the MINIs were not part of Leadville’s Independence Day Parade.  

 
Visiting Independence Pass is a popular way to spend a beautiful summer 
day… the parking lot was full! However, that worked out for the MINIs, 
because it gave us an opportunity to line up along the shoulder.  Photo 

taking ensued! While we waited to grab a quick group shot, I noticed that 

the MINIs were not going unnoticed! A tourist family posed for several 
group photos with Clara. After our group shot (because you have to get a 
photo with sign, right?!) everyone had a chance to grab some photos of 
their own while enjoying some super yummy chocolate covered pretzels 
and Oreo cookies (Thanks, Bonnie!). 
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Next stop was Twin Lakes for another photo op before heading on to Buena 
Vista to have lunch at the Eddyline, followed by gelato for dessert. I made 
up for my healthy Brussels sprouts with lunch by having two scoops of 
gelato! So yummy! Then the scenic route home through Fairplay and 

around the Weston Pass fire.  A truly beautiful and fun way to celebrate 
Independence Day... motoring together! 
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WarBird Auto Classic - July 28, 2018 
BY DEBBIE RATLIFF  

 

 
 

MINI5280 was invited to make an appearance at the WarBird Auto Classic, 

and the organizer of this event wanted us to arrive together and we were 
able to park on the tarmac! 
 

  
 

 
 



6 

 

MINI5280 MINIons did not disappoint! We showed up in force, and I believe 
the car count was about 25. It was great getting to see the faces of some 
folks wondering how those MINIs were able to get on the tarmac with all 
those classic cars. Well, being cute and fast helped and besides that we did 
have our own classic Mini show up. Thanks, Niki Chartier. 

 

 
We had a wonderful time, and along with our beauties there were some 
awesome looking cars. Two of the MINI5280 members, Chris & Heather 

Roell, were able to have one of their MINI’s get up close and personal with 

a WW2 plane which was a perfect color match.  
 

 
 
It was an enjoyable day to hang out with the MINI5280 folks as well as 
checking out all those classic cars, WW2 planes, and seeing an awesome 
airshow.  
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Brent’s Place at Children’s Hospital – July 28, 2018  
BY KIMBERLY KRUG 

 
 

July 28 was the 30th year for Brent's Place at Children's Hospital. We 

celebrated with a race for families whose children have or have had cancer.  

 
LOVE HOPE STRENGTH FOUNDATION was there to help get people bone 
marrow registry. I volunteer with them. We displayed the Schomp-
sponsored car from Love Hope Strength with all the autographs inside for 

kids and parents to look at. We got 19 volunteers to get on the national 
registry! 
 

   
 

Later in the day Brent's Place, staff and volunteers were able to feed 
families with pancake breakfast and a lunch provided by Walmart 
employees. Blue Bell ice cream provided treats for everyone. Bounce castles 
and a train were provided for kids’ entertainment!!! Fun for all and saving 

lives one concert at a time. 
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MINIs Takes the States 2018   
BLOG BY CHRISTOPHER HUDSON 

 

MTTS - Day One  
 

MTTS 2018 July 16 
 
To be fair, this is not my first day of the rally.  This is my first day of my 
vacation and my first day driving to get to the rally.  

 
Tonight the masses of MINIacs and MINIons are rolling into Los Angeles 
after a day on the backroads of the chasing the i5.  
 
Meanwhile I have a solo trip from Aurora to Flagstaff. Unlike some of my 

epic 5280mini companions, I’m splitting this into two days. This also gives 
me a chance to see some of the parts of Colorado that I have missed.  My 
wife and sister in law had a great time driving through Mesa Verde a few 
years ago and I now have the chance to replicate that grand adventure.  
 

I’ve been stressing and planning this trip since the beginning of the year. 
The past two weeks I haven’t slept well.  My mind is racing with potential 
problems and worries. So needless to say, I have put some thought into 
where I’d be today.  

 

 
 
The destination is the anchor point. My final stop of day one is Cortez 
Colorado. It’s a halfway point that puts me lined up for a drive tomorrow 

that will check off a personal bucket list of southwestern destinations.   
 

http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-6bPxGs9RNTk/W1U15TF3NEI/AAAAAAAAE7M/aAxSeqLqxNgeqmKqlLJk3AFADmBqSW4ZQCK4BGAYYCw/s1600/2018-07-16+07.29.12.jpg
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I’ve had a weird fascination with deserts. Even as a little kid I want d to see 
saguaro cacti and the mesas. I’m going to blame Looney Tunes. I loved the 
Roadrunner and Coyote cartoons. 
 

We moved from Wyoming to east Texas when I was four. Imagine my 
disappointment when I found there were no deserts in the bayous of the 
Texas /Louisiana border. I was incredulous. Mom says I kept asking her “is 
this Texas?” until she demanded an hour of “the quiet game”. Tomorrow 

will tell soon enough if they can live up to the vision of Tex Avery.  
 
Today was some of the most epic canyon driving I have ever experienced. 
But before we get that, I have to get out of town.  
 

Leaving Aurora at 7:30am is the worst. This is my normal time to leave for 
work. I know that every road is choking with commuter traffic. Denver did 
not disappoint. But somehow all the stress of commuting slid off like water 
off a ducks back.  
 

I waved to people who gave me the stare down, I bopped along the road 
listening to my music and just made it plain I was in no hurry. The next 
thing I know, I was coming out of the canyon on 285 with hardly anyone 
around.  

 
I ditched all the knucklehead commuters and blasted through Bailey, 
Jefferson and Fairplay.  I convinced myself to finally stop for a quick bite in 

Monarch. I packed sandwich makings and picnicked in the parking lot of a 
snowmobile rental business that was obviously closed for the season.  

 
A sandwich later, I’m tearing through the switchbacks and slaloms of 
highway 50. A blink later I’m in Gunnison grabbing the one supply I didn’t 
bring. (There’s always one, right?!) 
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Then there are the sweeping bends and curves as we go around and finally 
over the Blue Mesa Reservoir. After another sandwich break, I left 50 for 
Ouray and the Million Dollar Highway.  
 

This is the crown jewel of the trip for me. Thick clouds crawled slowly over 
the peaks while the canyon floor fell away. Impossibly tall peaks of rust red 
raked the sky. In the canyon floor two centuries of mining exposed strata of 
rocks and riches.  

 

This is of course when I can spare a glance from the complex child’s 
scribble of switchbacks and cliff walls that they call a road. 
 
I usually curse the slow people on the twisties. But today, I would be a 
smoking crater at the bottom of the valley if not for outside factors 

regulating my speed. Needless to say, I survived. Thank you to Mr. Toyota 
Pickup With All The Stickers.  
 
At Molas Pass, the storm clouds finally made it over the the Tolkien-esque 

mountain range and rolled down on the us. While munching an apple and 
snapping some pics, I met a couple up from Texas. (Weird, another Texas 
connection.) the the rain started to come in.   
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   .    
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I raced through the rainstorm. Durango was a splashy bit of traffic, an 
amusing bit with a shrub driving ahead of me and some stop lights.  
 

 
 

As I rolled into Cortez, I saw the sun set. Then the clouds caught up with 

me while I sat down for dinner. But I have no worries, instead I have all 

you can eat ribs and French fries from Jimmer’s.  
 

 
 

So now I sit in my AirBnB, tired, full, and strangely calm.  
 
Tonight I will rest well.  
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For a video from day one that wasn’t featured in the blog, as well as the 
blog for days two through six, please go to the following link! 
 
http://storiesthativetold.blogspot.com/2018/07/mtts-day-one.html 
 

 
 
 

MINI5280 Club Meeting     
 

 
It is time again for the next MINI5280 Club Meeting! We are planning a 
brunch meeting on Saturday, September 8th at 11 o’clock. The location will 

be up North at Lodo's Bar & Grill, on 104th and Federal. The exact address 
for your GPS is: 3053 W 104th Ave, Westminster, CO 80031 
 
We look forward to seeing everyone there! 
 

 
 
 
 

BUY ME!!! 
The badge, sticker and decal have historically only been available in new member packets, but you 

can now get them online on our website. Prices include shipping! http://mini5280.org/store/ 
 

       
 

http://storiesthativetold.blogspot.com/2018/07/mtts-day-one.html
http://mini5280.org/store/
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Handcrafted Accessories     
SUBMITTED AND LOVINGLY CREATED BY ELEANOR WONG 

 

 

Purses crafted with Mini fabric. These are cross body bags with adjustable straps. The 
smaller bags measure 6”H x 8 1/2”W x 1”D, and have 2 inside pockets, $49. The classic 
Mini bag measures 7 1/2”H x 9 1/2”W, $59. The larger Mini bag measures 8”H x 9 

1/2”W x 2”D, and has 2 inside pockets,$69. 
 
The outer fabric is 100% cotton, and quilted with cotton batting. Interior fabric is cotton. 

All have nylon zipper closures. Straps extend a full 50”. 

 

 
 

Another purse for sale measures 8 1/2”H x 11”W x 2”D, $79.00. Outer fabric is cotton 
canvas, inner lining is polyester and cotton. Purse has 2 interior pockets; nylon zipper 
closure. 

 
The car can also be embroidered in blue, green, orange, or grey by special order. 
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MINI5280 Gives Back      
 

 

 

MINI5280 Helps to Feed America! 
 
Every year during MINI Takes the States, a charity is selected. This year, 
MINI selected Feeding America. This charity works with local food banks 

and for every $1 that is donated, 10 meals can be provided to people in 

need. 
 
MINI5280 stepped up to help raise money for this worthy 
cause.  Spearheaded by Lindy Tade, MINI5280 worked extremely hard, 
asking our friends and families to help donate to this amazing 

cause.  Within days, MINI5280 was one of the leading teams on the west 
coast!   
 
Working together as a team, MINI5280 raised $3971 during MINI Takes the 

States.  That equals to 39,710 meals!  We would like to thank everyone 
that participated and helped to Feed America! 
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MINIs In the Mountains 2019   
BY DIANA PETERMAN  

 

We had greatly anticipated hosting MITM in Snowmass for 2019. It’s a 

beautiful part of our beautiful state with so many great drives in the 
surrounding area (who remembers MITM 2015??). Our history and past 
relationship with the town was very positive and nurturing, and with their 
assistance we were looking forward to another great event-planning 
experience. Alas, the contract negotiation with the host property was not 

favorable to the club, so we decided to forego any further consideration.  
 

We’re back to the drawing board and currently looking at both new and past 
MITM spots for our event next summer. We are fortunate that we really 

can’t go wrong no matter where we end up. It’s about the drives and 
everywhere in Colorado has pretty spectacular driving. Starting from 
scratch has definitely put a wrinkle in our plans, one that I hadn’t projected 
as a first time coordinator. I’m thankful to have such a great support in the 
members of MINI5280 (particularly those with veteran MITM experience) 

and I know in my bones that when all is said and done, MITM 2019 is going 
to be a blast!  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Special discount for MINI5280 members! 12% off orders with the exception of sale and 
specially priced parts. Please use the code 5280MINI. 
 

 

 
 

Special discount for MINI5280 members! 5% off orders. Please use the code 

BRINGTHERAIN. 
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Last Hour Poll            
BY DIANA PETERMAN  

 

 
I always find it interesting to see the comments behind the decisions people make in 
these would-you-rather polls. I still stand by my vote for this one no matter the 

argument, though! This month we asked members on our Facebook page MINI5280 
Social Hub if they would rather chaperone a car full of drunks or a car full of hyperactive 
kids and it’s a very clear result. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

#mini5280 
If you post your MINI5280-related photos to Instagram, please tag them with #mini5280 

 

What is Instagram? 

Instagram is an online mobile photo-sharing, video-sharing, and social networking service that enables its users to take  

pictures and videos, and share them either publicly or privately on the app, as well as through a variety of other social networking  

platforms, such as Facebook, Twitter, Tumblr, and Flickr. (Source: Wikipedia) 

 

Drunks 42

Kids 14

WOULD YOU RATHER CHAPERONE A CAR FULL OF 
DRUNKS OR HYPERACTIVE KIDS?
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MINItainment           

BY DIANA PETERMAN 

 

 

1 x 6 /  =3 

+  /  +  

7 -  +  =13 

+  +  x  

 + 2 +  =15 

=13  =8  =72  
 

 

 

 

 
JULY MINItainment Key 

 
PUITL   T U L I P 

OERS   R O S E 

SAERT            A S T E R  

CIDHRO  O R C H I D 

AYSID             D A I S Y  

AFFDLIOD  D A F F O D I L 

CTNROIANA  C A R N A T I O N  

 

ANSWER:        R O N A L D O 
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MINI5280 Merchandise   
 

Remember to visit our store at CafePress! Just click on the logo of your choice and see what fun 

things you can order! 

Click the following link to get the goods now: 

MINI5280 CafePress Store 
 

 
 

Currently Scheduled Upcoming Events  
 

Check the calendar of events on our website! Click the link below to check out the calendar on the 
MINI5280 website and add it to your Google Calendar. And check often because drives are events 
are regularly added. 

 

MINI5280 Calendar     
 

• September 2              MINI BBQ at Melissa’s House 

• September 8    MINI5280 Club Meeting 

• October 20              Yalla Yalla! 

• December    Craig Hospital Toy Drive 

• January 2019    MINI5280 Holiday Party 
 

 

http://www.cafepress.com/mini5280
http://mini5280.org/calendar-2/
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