MINI5280 Newsletter - September 2018
Hello, this is just a reminder that you’re receiving this email because you are a MINI5280 club member. Don’t forget to add secretary@mini5280.org to
your address book so we’re sure to land in your inbox!

Rhonda Johnson
Diana Peterman

president@mini5280.org
vicepresident@mini5280.org

Alison Heise
Erik Wood

Hello everyone! I cannot believe it is September already. This
Summer had a ton of MINI fun packed into it, and I am excited
about the runs that will continue throughout the Fall. Please don’t
forget to send me that newsletter content, so that we can see all
of the fun that you had attending MINI events!
REMEMBER THAT THE DUE DATE FOR NEWSLETTER
SUBMISSIONS IS THE 1ST OF THE MONTH. If I don’t get it,
you won’t see it! Please email all newsletter submissions,
feedback, questions, and any ideas for the club to
secretary@mini5280.org.
ALISON HEISE
MINI5280 Secretary

secretary@mini5280.org
treasurer@mini5280.org
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Website: http://mini5280.org/
Facebook: MINI5280
A Facebook place for members to MINI with
each other: MINI5280 Social Hub
Our national event: MINIS In the Mountains
(MITM)
Our members in the south: Southern
Colorado MINIs (SOCOM)
Our sister club: MiniCOW- Minis of
Colorado and Wyoming
A local classic Mini club: Minis of the
Rockies (MOTR)

Start Your Engines!
Please welcome our new members:
(You’ll get your welcome packet within a couple of weeks!)

Nathan Davis
Michelle Goldberg

Susan Spohn
Adam Zimmerman
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President’s Message
Hi Everyone!
Have you all settled back into your post-summer vacation routines again? We are trying hard to keep it
interesting for you. There's a lot on the schedule for this month and we are working hard keep things
scheduled so we don't fall into those boring, monotonous ruts!
Keep checking the events tab on Facebook, and be on the lookout for various popup events. You never
know when someone might decide to have a little company on their day off! Remember, anyone can plan
a drive or throw out an idea for one. Sometimes the most fun events can have little as 2 MINIs and you
will still have a blast that day!
Yalla Yalla is also on the schedule!! October 20th is the date this year. This is one of the most frustrating,
fun, exciting rallies you will ever have the chance to participate in! We work really hard to make this an
adventure for you all. Please watch out for the details as they become available.
As always, thank you all for being a part of MINI5280!

RHONDA JOHNSON
president@mini5280.org

Donate
Make a tax deductible donation to MINI5280 to help with MITM expenses and set up
the next administration for success to help keep the club going for you.

***MEMBERSHIP INFO***
Use the links below from our website for information and direction about your membership:
General Membership Info

Renewing Members

New Membership

To Check Your Membership Expiration

*Member packets are reserved for new members only. Select items included in the new member
packets are available for purchase on our website.
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What Happened Last Month
Crashing the Party in Utah – August 19th, 2018
BY RHONDA JOHNSON

The Utah MINIacs planned a rally to Mirror Lake on Aug 19th. After thinking
about this for about a half a second, I decided this was too much fun to pass
up! My usual co-pilot Erin Shay said "Of Course!" when I asked her if she
wanted to get away to Utah for the weekend. Jamie Shope was up for it, as
was Lindy Tade, who unfortunately at the last minute had to cancel.
We headed west on Friday around 1pm after picking up Clara from MINI of
Loveland and arrived at party-central Magna (Montoya House) around 8:30
that evening. It was great fun catching up with an amazing group of people
that evening. The next morning, we stopped by Brew Monkey Coffee Shop,
for some much needed caffeination. Some of the unique choices were the
Carmel Monkeyato, and the Van Halen (vanilla and hazelnut… mmm!). After
our coffee stop, we headed out to adventure some unknown roads on the
surrounding mountainsides. There were some amazing views from high
above Salt Lake! That evening as Jim and Paula Taylor joined in the fun, and
we arranged our responsible drivers for the night, we were off to La
Chihuahua's for some scrumptious Mexican food and Ducky Deathstars! The
Ducky Deathstar is an experience...one that you might actually forget. ha!
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Sunday morning was the actual day of the rally. We were up early and
stopped back by Brew Monkey on our way to the starting point. After another
20+ MINIs gathered, we were ready to head out. The twisties rivaled ours
here in Colorado, and followed along a beautiful creek. We were quickly
twisting and turning our way up and over a pass that had a 10% grade on
the way down. It was so much fun. At the bottom of the pass, we pulled over
for a few minutes to let some brakes cool down and take a few photos. The
next stop was Samak Country Store. They are famous for their Salmon Jerky,
which was extremely good! After everyone had purchased their salmon jerky,
we were off again for Mirror Lake. The lake was gorgeous! But it being a
weekend in summer... it was pretty packed, so it was a very quick stop. We
motored on to Evanston, WY for a delicious lunch, and this was where we
said our good-byes. Erin and I made it home by 10:30.

We had an amazing time and had wonderful hosts!! If anyone is EVER looking
for something to do, please be sure and check our neighboring MINI Club
sites for events. It's so much fun to go and motor in new places. Every turn
is an adventure!
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MINI5280 Club Meeting
It is time again for the next MINI5280 Club Meeting! We are planning a
brunch meeting on Saturday, September 8th at 11 o’clock. The location will
be up North at Lodo's Bar & Grill, on 104th and Federal. The exact address
for your GPS is: 3053 W 104th Ave, Westminster, CO 80031
We look forward to seeing everyone there!

BUY ME!!!
The badge, sticker and decal have historically only been available in new member packets, but you can
now get them online on our website. Prices include shipping! http://mini5280.org/store/
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Yalla Yalla 2018 – Coming Soon
Don't forget October 20th will be the date for Yalla Yalla this year!
For those who’ve never participated before, Yalla Yalla is an exciting
adventure for our club! It's a great day of getting lost and deciphering clues
as to where the next stop will be. Melissa and I are working hard to make
this an awesome rally for you all. The route is being scouted and we are
going to be really creative with our directions this year. The ending location
is, of course, TOP SECRET, and we aren't telling ANYONE where it is. This
event is so much fun for us to plan and for you all to drive in! I can't wait!!!
Here's a list of quotes that have been overheard from previous Yalla Yalla
rallies:
Where the heck was the moose on stilts?
Nice legs!
That took guts and perseverance.
That was too hard.
No, we aren't going to come in, we want to finish it!
Follow that MINI!
I will never follow the MINI in front of me again.
My co-pilot was awesome!
I thought that would be easy, it wasn't.
That was such a crazy day!
I know where the end is going to be. Do you really? OK, have fun!
We will help you out...Your first turn is left at the stop sign. Have fun!
You must answer a Monty Python or Rocky Horror question or gallop while
clapping your hands.
What does 'The Great White Way' mean??
Help us! We are so lost! Everyone in the car is crying!
I gave up and opened my envelope.
When is next year's? This was awesome!
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Buying Used Snow Tires/Wheels
for Gen2 MINI Coopers
BY CARL JOHNSON

With Winter approaching, some people might be considering Winter snow
tires. For convenience, it is common for people to have snow tires mounted
on a second set of wheels to just swap the wheels. One place to buy less
expensive wheels and tires is used on our facebook MINI5280 Social Hub.
Another place is Craigslist. This article is about Gen2 as there are few used
Gen3 sets for sale. If you are considering buying any used MINI
wheels/tires, here are a couple things to know.
Oxidation kills tires, so even if stored in a garage unused the clock still ticks.
The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) recommends tire
replacement at 6 to 10 years. The Japanese Automotive Tyre Manufacturers
Association (JATM) recommends tire inspection at 5 years, and replacement
at 10. Toyo recommends replace at 10 years or older including spares.
Michelin recommends annual inspection after 5 years and replacement at 10
years. So, in summary, between 6 and 10 years seems to be the right time
to replace them. I have encountered Discount Tire refusing to patch a tire
older than 6 years old.
So, how does one know how old the tires are? Each tire is stamped with the
2 digit month and 2 digit year of manufacture code. Here are two examples.
The first is week 28 year 2012. The second is week 44 year 17:

Okay, let’s say the tires age is good. Ask the year of the MINI the wheels
came off.
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MINI have a tire pressure monitoring system (TPMS) system to notify you
when one or more tires are low. The Gen1 uses an indirect system, where
wheel rotation sensors from the ABS system identify if a tire is low. In Gen2
they started using a direct system where pressure sensors that broadcast the
tire pressure to the car are in the wheels themselves. The sensors are part
of the valve where you inflate tires, sitting inside the tire itself. If a sensor
broadcasts a pressure that is low, the MINI will set the TPMS light on. Other
conditions like a missing sensor, dead sensor battery, or wrong frequency will
set the light too.
Gen1 wheels can’t accept the TMPS sensors, and use 12mm bolts until midyear 06 when 14mm came in. For Gen2, wheels can accept sensors, and use
14mm bolts. In September of 2009, the gen2 MINI receiver and sensor
frequency was changed. So, if you are looking at wheels keep in mind:
Gen1 wheels can’t be used on Gen2 or the TMP light will be on. They don’t
accept sensors.
Gen2 2007 through August 2009 can use wheels from those years. Other
years will set the TMPS light.
Gen2 September 2009 through production end can use those wheels. Others
will set the TPMS.
Big O Tire stated 315Mhz is the earlier frequency, and 433Mhz is the later
one. However, they noted some times newer cars have the older 315Mhz.
So, there may be some exceptions.
If you have Gen2 wheels with the wrong sensors, right sensors can be
replaced. Costs vary from $50 to $130 per sensor.
And anyone with big front brakes (JCW or aftermarket) needs to test fit the
proposed front wheels as many wheels don’t fit over the larger calipers.
There is more to know if you are buying aftermarket wheels.
The bolt pattern is 4 x 4”.
It is important to make sure the wheel offset will work. I don’t have enough
expertise to comment more.
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Some aftermarket wheels have “centering rings”. When installing the wheel,
the center hole of the aftermarket wheel might be bigger than the hub’s
center. The hub center is designed to hold/center/position the wheel until
lugs are installed. So, a “centering ring” is a hollow ring like disk that makes
the wheel center hole the size of the hub center. If the wheel needs these
make sure you get them or installing the wheel will be harder.
Some aftermarket wheels have smaller bolt holes. Especially generic wheels
that can be used on 4 and 5 bolt patterned cars. Due to the narrower holes,
specific narrower head bolts are needed. These in turn require a special
narrower socket. So, make sure you get the wheel, bolts, and socket. In
addition, some bolts are keyed to that socket for locking purposes.
Regarding TPMS sensors, each has a battery which usually last at least 5
years, but can’t be replaced. A new sensor is the only alternative. My
current set of sensors are 7 years old and still work. They broadcast the
pressure each minute when active. Some online sites state they are activated
by driving 20mph or faster. They can also be activated by a tire shop with a
tool.

What do I do if the TPMS light is on, and you believe the wheels are the
correct year? I have installed a used set of wheels and did not experienced
this situation so this is only conjecture. From reading online here are some
ideas. First, check the pressure in all the wheels. Second, reset the MINI’s
TPMS by following the owner’s manual. Third, drive faster than 20mph for a
bit to awaken the sensors. Otherwise, it might be time to visit a tire shop to
see if they can verify all the TPMS batteries are working, and
fix/reset/program the sensors using a specialized tool.
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MINI5280 – Article Throwback
This month we thought it would be fun to see what MINI5280 was up to way
back in the day. It seems MINI5280 was always into something fun! This
article was in the July 2004 newsletter. This sounds like an extremely fun
time, that we might have to revisit some time, minus the bad
behavior! Haha. Enjoy reading some of MINI5280's history!
Drive report: Drive In To Drive-In Drive - Saturday, June 5th
by Bridget Glass
Many thanks to all who came out for MINI Drive-In Night! The lively
group started out at the Sonic Drive-In on Broadway and enjoyed some
MINI banter along with burgers and shakes...and other tasty food served
via rollerskate! It was a great meeting of new and old members, with the
chance to check out all of the impressive MINIs (and MINI horns, what a
toot!)! The group of 10 cars then paraded to the Cinderella Drive-In Theater,
where 2 more MINIs thankfully caught up later. The MINIs were strategically positioned in a prime viewing spot. We received many nice looks and
compliments from less fortunate non-MINI drivers throughout the night.
We felt sorry for them, but only for a minute.
In order to kill some time while waiting for sunset, each MINI team participated in a Drive-In Scavenger Hunt. The task was to answer a few trivia
questions and search for various items such as cigarette butts (sorry about
that!), bottle caps, snow scrapers, and tire gauges. The team ﬁnding the
most items without cheating (too much) in the fastest time won! While everyone made a good showing and got creative (uh, does Fix-A-Flat REALLY gauge tire pressure?!? [ed - sure it does, after you use the can you know
the tire is full!]), the three top teams were Brad and Donna Brookhart in 1st
Place, The Simms Family in 2nd, and Brad Mott and Esther with a 3rd place
ﬁnish. Congrats to all!! Everyone was a winner even if they
didnʼt get bragging rights and the COOL prizes such as MINIatures or a fabulous key-chain ﬂashlight. The best darn ﬂashlight
ever...that you can get for a buck.
Each team ended up with some old-fashioned candy to remind
them of their childhood. Well, if they didnʼt experience any
warm fuzzies or fond memories, they certainly got warm fuzzies
from the sugar-high. To top it off, the mini5280 group provided
some additional entertainment to all the other movie-goers as
they frantically scurried about the crowded theater searching
for their items. Who knew MINI owners could run so fast and
come out so well prepared?! What a sight to be seen!
As darkness fell upon the packed theater everyone was ready for
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the show! Popping the bonnets, MINI headlights lit up the night sky to
encour- age and kick off the ﬁrst ﬁlm, Shrek 2. There were no cats in trees to
rescue (see Unauthorized Ownerʼs Manual) yet leave it to MINI owners to
always be creative. Thankfully no one got kicked out when two members
(you know who you are RYAN AND JOHN) began beaming animal shapes &
shadows onto the bigscreen! With Dots, Sugar Daddyʼs, and other consessions
in hand the movie began. Shrek 2 was enjoyed by all, with humor for all ages.
With the help of caffeine, sugar, and pistachios, a few MINI drivers toughed it
out and stayed for the next movie, “13 Going on 30.” Aside from braving the
long bathroom lines and interesting crowd at intermission, the wait was well
worth it. The chick- ﬂick was entertaining and could even make a grown man
cry. The last of the MINIs rolled out of the Cinderella Drive-In around 1am,
thankful for the chance to be a part of history before it goes away.
Ahhhh..another happy
moment, brought to you by MINI. Motor On.
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In An Accident, Now What?
Intro and photo submitted by Diana Peterman, article credit Ramos Law

I don’t think I’m wrong to assume that most of us have had some sort of
unpleasant experience be it a minor fender bender or major life-changing
accident, myself included. I was reminded of this exact “what would you do”
when I witnessed an accident in a roundabout last week, but I’m not so
qualified to provide the right information, so I did some reading and found
just the right article on MITM sponsor Ramos Law’s website. Here below is
an article written by one of their litigation attorneys, Kristi Paschall, JD.
What To Do When You’re in an Accident
So, you were just in a car accident through no fault of your own in you are
wondering if you are hurt, what happened and what to do next.
You can start protecting yourself from the insurance companies from the
very beginning and along the way by taking care of some very basic things:
1. Always contact the police and wait for them to arrive so that a proper
police report can be made.
2. Always take pictures of the other person’s car because their insurance
company will not hand those over later.
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3. Do not give any recorded statements to the other person’s insurance
company without speaking to an attorney. Trust us, the car insurance
companies are not there to help you. You do have a duty to cooperate
with your own insurance company but we suggest getting an attorney
before you speak with them as well.
4. Seek medical attention immediately if you are injured. If you wait,
the car insurance companies will later claim you are never injured to
begin with. Again, they are not there to help you. They are there to save
a buck.
5. Seek out an attorney. At Ramos Law time has shown that clients that
come to us at the very beginning often get better results than those that
come to us at the end. We know all of the tricks the insurance
companies try to play and how to avoid them.
6. Don’t miss your medical appointments. If you do, the car insurance
companies won’t hesitate to blame you for not getting better or accuse
you of not being heard it all if you miss medical appointments.
7. Always tell the truth to your medical providers. Some people are
quick to minimize their injuries because they don’t want to complain.
This is a great trait and one the car insurance companies are happy to
exploit if you let them. Always make sure to provide accurate and
detailed information to your medical providers about your pain levels
and injuries.
8. Never give up. The world wants to see people fight to get their life
back if they are injured. We encourage our clients to do everything they
can to get back on their feet.
CLICK HERE→
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Last Hour Poll
BY DIANA PETERMAN

Driving means different things to each of us from basic transportation to
titanic adventures to peaceful stress relief. The value of such experiences
also varies in what we’re willing to sacrifice. For this month’s poll, I thought
it would be a fun question to pose to the club members if they would agree
to never drive a car again in exchange for a cash payment worth 20 times
of their current annual income. And the results are in!

WOULD YOU AGREE TO NEVER DRIVE A CAR AGAIN
IN EXCHANGE FOR A CASH PAYMENT WORTH 20
YEARS OF YOUR CURRENT ANNUAL INCOME?
Maybe 13

No 28

Yes 14

#mini5280
If you post your MINI5280-related photos to Instagram, please tag them with #mini5280
What is Instagram?
Instagram is an online mobile photo-sharing, video-sharing, and social networking service that enables its users to take
pictures and videos, and share them either publicly or privately on the app, as well as through a variety of other social n etworking
platforms, such as Facebook, Twitter, Tumblr, and Flickr. (Source: Wikipedia)
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MINItainment
BY DIANA PETERMAN

A few riddles for you this month!
1. A man leaves home and turns left three times, only to return home and
find two men in masks. Who are those two men?
2. What travels around the world but stays in one spot?
3. How many months have 28 days?
4. It flies, yet has no wings. It can be put in a capsule, but it is not
medicine. What is it?
5. What is it that everyone uses more than you do, yet belongs to you?
August MINItainment Key

1 x 6 / 2 =3
+
/
+
7 - 1 + 7 =13
+
+
x
5 + 2 + 8 =15
=13
=8
=72
Currently Scheduled Upcoming Events
Check the calendar of events on our website! Click the link below to check out the calendar on the
MINI5280 website and add it to your Google Calendar. And check often because drives are events
are regularly added.

MINI5280 Calendar
•
•
•
•

September 8
October 20
December 8
January 2019

MINI5280 Club Meeting
Yalla Yalla!
Craig Hospital Toy Drive
MINI5280 Holiday Party
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Special discount for MINI5280 members! 12% off orders with the exception of sale and
specially priced parts. Please use the code 5280MINI.

Special discount for MINI5280 members! 5% off orders. Please use the code
BRINGTHERAIN.

MINI5280 Merchandise
Remember to visit our store at CafePress! Just click on the logo of your choice and see what fun
things you can order!
Click the following link to get the goods now:

MINI5280 CafePress Store
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