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 MINI5280 Newsletter - January 2019 
 

Hello, this is just a reminder that you’re receiving this email because you are a MINI5280 club member. Don’t forget to add secretary@mini5280.org to 
your address book so we’re sure to land in your inbox!  

 
 

Rhonda Johnson president@mini5280.org   Alison Heise      secretary@mini5280.org 
Diana Peterman  vicepresident@mini5280.org        Erik Wood                treasurer@mini5280.org 

 

 
Hello everyone! How is it 2019 already?? Time certainly flies, and 

I cannot believe I have been doing these newsletters for a year 

now. I hope everyone enjoyed their time over the holidays!  The 
post-holiday party is coming up, along with the final food drive 

donation. Hopefully the weather cooperates and we get some 
drives in this month as well! 

  

 
REMEMBER THAT THE DUE DATE FOR NEWSLETTER 

SUBMISSIONS IS THE 1ST OF THE MONTH. If I don’t get it, 
you won’t see it! Please email all newsletter submissions, 

feedback, questions, and any ideas for the club to 

secretary@mini5280.org. 
 

 

ALISON HEISE 
MINI5280 Secretary 

 
 

 

 

 

 
1. Welcome New Members, 2. President’s 
Message, 3. Membership Info, 4. What Happened 
Last Month, 5. MINI5280 Fourth Quarter Meeting, 
6. MINI5280 Annual Food Drive Pt. 3, 7. MINI5280 
Post-Holiday Party, 8. MINI5280 2018 Year End 
Review, 9. BUY ME!, 10. Upcoming Events, 11. 
Discount, 12. MINI5280 Merchandise  

 

 
 

1. Website: http://mini5280.org/ 
2. Facebook: MINI5280 
3. A Facebook place for members to MINI with 

each other: MINI5280 Social Hub 
4. Our national event: MINIS In the Mountains 

(MITM) 
5. Our members in the South: Southern 

Colorado MINIs (SOCOM) 
6. Our sister club: MiniCOW- Minis of 

Colorado and Wyoming 
7. A local classic Mini club: Minis of the 

Rockies (MOTR)  
8. Our members even further South: PDUB 

MINIs 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please welcome our new member: 
(You’ll get your welcome packet within a couple of weeks!) 

 

 

Todd Edmands 
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Start Your Engines! 

Club Links 
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https://www.facebook.com/pdubminis/
https://www.facebook.com/pdubminis/
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President’s Message        
 
Hi Everyone! Happy New Year!! Thank you for starting your 2019 with MINI5280, we are so happy to have 

you along for our very twisty ride. Hang on, because we are in for a great year! 

 
We are kicking off 2019 with our MINI5280 Luau. Instead of trying to squeeze a party in at the end of the 

year, we decided to wait a bit so more members will be able to attend. Our luau (which will be indoors!) 
should be a great time and the club will provide some amazing Hawaiian BBQ for you to feast upon. If you 

are planning on attending our Luau, please RSVP on our Facebook event so we can get enough food for 

everyone. This will also be another opportunity for our Colorado Veterans Project food drive.  Any food 
drive items, blankets, or gently worn coats will be greatly appreciated. Check below in the newsletter for 

more details. 

 
Then, of course, who could forget our EPIC event in July?? MINIs in the Mountains will be held July 24-28 

in Salida. We are so excited about this event and Salida is shaping up to be a fantastic host city. They are 
excited to have us invade their beautiful area. Be sure to book your hotel rooms now before they fill up 

and/or raise their rates to the summer rates! Salida is a hot-spot for summer activities and the hotels 

WILL increase their prices as summer nears, so don't wait and miss out on a great deal. 
 

There will be many, many more things for you to enjoy in 2019! If there is a weekend, or even a random 
weekday, where nothing is scheduled, throw an idea out there on Facebook! Make and event and people 

will come. If you just have a conceptual idea, and need a few details before you are ready to make an 

event, let someone know. There are tons of helpful people in our group that can help plan a fun day. Don't 
worry, we don't bite! 

 

Thank you all for being a part of MINI5280! 
 

RHONDA JOHNSON 
president@mini5280.org  

 
 

Donate 
 

Make a tax deductible donation to MINI5280 to help with MITM expenses and set up the next administration for success 
to help keep the club going for you. 

 
 

***MEMBERSHIP INFO*** 
 

Use the links below from our website for information and direction about your membership: 

  

General Membership Info    Renewing Members 

 

New Membership     To Check Your Membership Expiration 

 

*Member packets are reserved for new members only. Select items included in the new member 
packets are available for purchase on our website. 

mailto:president@mini5280.org
http://mini5280.org/donate/
http://mini5280.org/membership/
http://mini5280.org/msr-renewing-member/
http://mini5280.org/msr-new-member/
http://mini5280.org/msr-help/
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What Happened Last Month     

 

 

Craig Hospital Toy Drive – December 8th, 2018 
BY RICK GONZALES 

 

 
 

For the sixth straight year, members of MINI5280 delivered nine MINI 
Cooper boot loads of new toys to Craig Hospital for the holiday season. The 
toys, for children of all ages, both collected by Schomp MINI and purchased 

by MINI5280 members, will be distributed by Craig Hospital staff to the 

children of patients who are unable to shop for their children. 
 
A hospital bed and a cart were rolled out to transport the toys from the 
MINIs and into the hospital. Staff member Margie provided a brief history of 

world-renowned Craig Hospital and an informative tour of its modern 
rehabilitation facilities, as well as descriptions of photos of former patients. 
She discussed Craig Hospital's mission: 

 
"Craig advocates for and provides exceptional patient and family 

centered care for those affected by spinal cord and brain injury. 
Together we bravely strive for optimal health, independence and 
life quality with unyielding determination." 
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During the tour, members made room in the hallway for a couple of young 

boys in chasing each other in wheel chairs. These and other were 
participating in a game of wheel chair basketball, as the tour group paused 
and watched for a bit. Find out more about Craig Hospital at 
www.craighospital.org. 
 

MINI5280 members and their families are again honored to help make the 

2018 holiday season for Craig Hospital patients and their families a bit 
brighter. 
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Lights-Capade Charity Drive – December 11th, 2018 
BY CARL JOHNSON 

 

 

 

Each year MINI Of Loveland puts on the Lights-Capade Charity Drive, a 
family oriented event. Approximately 30 MINIs met at the dealership and 
were decorated with festive decorations all over them; inside, outside, on 

the wheels, inflatables, you name it. Blue painter tape was our best friend.  
It was cold so after decorating we went inside and were treated to hot 
cocoa, Nordy’s BBQ, live music, Christmas tree ornaments to take home, 

and good cheer. MINI5280 and MINICOW were well represented as you can 
see from the group photo. It was great to see everyone. 

 

 
 

The event was also a fund raiser for the Boys and Girls Club of Larimar 
County. The donations each participant made as part of registration were 

presented to the Larimar County Club so we could all appreciate the 
moment. 
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When it was time, we headed out in a great caravan to begin the sight-
seeing. You know the decorated houses that go completely overboard? We 
saw them! Entire house, roof, yard, trees synchronized to music? Yes.  
Yards full of moving inflatable/sculped decoration, check. Neighbors 
collaborating on a theme, yup. Bah humbugs with no decorations, 

affirmative. There were people videoing us and taking pictures of our 
caravan too. Of course, we waved! Would like to think we helped brighten 
other’s holidays too. 
 

 
 

The night was not quite over. We ended up in Windsor at The Hearth and 
were treated to an abundance of appetizers: shrimp, steak skewers, wings, 
fries, cheese and crackers, and meatballs. We were each provided a coupon 

for a drink of our choice. It was a nice shared time with people we knew, 
and with new people too.   
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At the end of the evening, we pulled the blue tape off our MINIs, tucked in 
the inflatables, put away the decorations, and headed back to home.  
Special thanks to the Dawkins for hosting this season’s celebration, and 
Delayni Fine who organized the whole event making the night a great 
success.  For future club drives and events please remember to send your 

photos to secretary@mini5280.org so you see more than just ours! 
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Wreaths Across America – December 15th, 2018 
BY RHONDA JOHNSON 

 

 
 

I am always looking for volunteer opportunities. I enjoy helping dog 
rescues, I've volunteered for Denver Pride, and I obviously volunteer a lot 
of time for MINI5280, but if something interesting pops up, you can usually 
count me in for that too. So, when MINI5280 club member Nikki Chartier 

posted a volunteer opportunity for Wreaths Across America, I looked at that 
and signed up. 
 
Wreaths Across America was placing wreaths on veterans gravesites, and 
coming from a military family, that is something that really speaks to me. I 

wouldn't want anyone forgotten at Christmas, so I signed up. That was my 
initial understanding of the event, though I knew there would be more to it, 
and there most definitely was!   

 

Wreaths Across America started in 1992. Morrill Worcester, owner of 
Worcester Wreath Company in Maine had a surplus of wreaths. He 
coordinated to have those extra wreaths placed in Arlington. The wreaths 
were sent to an older section of the cemetery that had been receiving few 
visitors. After a photo of the wreaths at Arlington went viral in 2005, the 

project received national attention. This small grassroots effort has now 
expanded across the country. Nikki, her husband Steve, and I volunteered 
at a cemetery in Northglenn. They said in the beginning there were only a 
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handful of people volunteering, however, on December 15th, the chapel was 
completely full and the entryway was full with people standing.   
There was a ceremony at the beginning of the event. The main message 
was to REMEMBER our fallen US Veterans, HONOR those who serve, TEACH 
your children the value of freedom. It was a powerful message. Another 

thing we were told us to do, as we placed our wreaths, clean the 
headstone, and say the veteran's name out loud. This ensures the person is 
not forgotten if we say the name aloud.   
 

 
 
After a 21 gun salute, we walked to different areas of the cemetery where 
large boxes of wreaths were waiting for us. Nikki and I walked to the far 

corner and grabbed 4 wreaths a piece. We walked to sites with flags, 
picking up some that had been blown over by the wind that day. We placed 
the wreath around the flag, brushed off the headstones, and then said the 
veterans name. This was so powerful. Saying the name out loud not only 
made the veteran remembered, but it also helped me connect to the 

veteran as a person who fought for our country. This made them a real 
person, and not just a headstone. 
 

We were told there were only enough wreaths for 80% coverage, so once 
we had placed our 4 wreaths we had initially picked up, there were not any 

left. With so many volunteers, the wreaths were all placed within minutes.   
 
This is an amazing, family-oriented opportunity, that I recommend for 
anyone to participate in.  I plan on volunteering again next year.  There are 

not only volunteer opportunities to place the wreaths, but you can also 
donate to sponsor more wreaths for the veterans.  Please check out their 
website.  www.wreathsacrossamerica.org 

http://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/
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Christmas Eve Run to Salida, CO – December 24th, 2018 
BY ALISON HEISE 

 

 
 

On Christmas Eve, Ken and I wanted to scout out the MITM 2019 location, 

so we decided to open the ride up to the club. Tara Moore-Hunter and Scott 

Hunter met us in Pueblo West, and off we went towards Salida. It is a 
gorgeous drive, and we are very lucky to have this location for MITM 2019. 
 

Once we arrived, we decided to have lunch at Moonlight Pizza & Brewpub.  
This is a delicious restaurant that will be enjoyed this summer by many. I 
had a house made ginger beer, and the Cosmic Hawaiian pizza. Both were 
fantastic! 
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After lunch we opted to walk around the downtown strip. It was brutally 
cold, and locations were closing early for Christmas Eve, but we were able 
to duck into multiple shops that were very welcoming. 
 

We said goodbye to Tara and Scott, and decided to walk around a bit more.  
We stopped by Sweetie’s Sandwich Shop, and boy was that a mistake! 
Fresh baked breads and sweets were available, and of course, we had to 
partake. There are also countless sandwiches available, and I cannot wait to 

try them this summer. This crazy creation was a layered chocolate brownie 
with chocolate chips in it, Nutella Rice Krispie, caramel sauce, and then 
sugar cookie. We also took home some fresh baked bread. 
 

 
 

We decided to stay for a Candlelight Christmas service, and I am so glad we 
did. We told one of the Elders about MITM, and he gave us all sorts of ideas 
and suggestions on rides we should think about adding to our schedule. 

They are so excited about us coming to town, I truly do not think we could 

have picked a better location. We finished the evening by taking pictures of 
the 750-ft light created Christmas tree on “Christmas mountain” and driving 
around scouting out parking lots and looking at Christmas lights. This was a 
wonderful day, and I am so excited to get to go back and share it with all of 
our MINI friends. 
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MINI5280 Fourth Quarter Meeting   
 
Club Meeting - 12.15.18 - iPie in Wheatridge 

Intros 

New Members 

MINI5280 Luau -  

January 19th, 3pm, 5800 South Joplin Way, Centennial CO 

We will be having a volunteer meeting in the beginning of January to go 
over venue rules for decorating, additional food dishes if needed, and 

setup/clean up rules. 

MINIs in the Mountains 

July 24-28 Salida 

Diana passed around volunteer signup sheet, we are asking that all 
volunteers sign up for at least 2 time slots unless they are a committee lead 

Officer Elections 

Current officers are entering our last year for this term.   

Election will be held in November 

If interested, please ask or suggest someone you think might be a good 
candidate 

Next club meeting 

Should be held in March 

No location set just yet, suggestions welcome! 

New vehicle 

Jose Bonilla brought his new Countryman, so we all had to go admire his 
new beauty. 



13 

 

MINI5280 Annual Food Drive Pt 3   
BY KEN HEISE  

 

 
 
This year’s MINI5280 food drive is helping to fill The Colorado Veterans 
Project food pantry. The Colorado Veterans Project is the largest food 
pantry coordinator for the Veterans of Colorado. Their capstone food drive 
is the annual Memorial Day Ruck March/Run held in Castle Rock in May.   

 
The food bank is looking for the following items: 
 

Canned tuna    Rice 
Canned beans     Oatmeal 

Dried beans    Pasta 
Canned soups    Diced tomatoes  
Peanut Butter    Tomato sauce 
Nuts      Canned vegetables 

Canned chili    Cooking oils   
Trail mix     Flour 
 
You are not limited to just these items. The only restriction are that they 
ask that no junk food or alcohol be donated. 

 
Also, if you would like to donate items such as blankets and jackets, they 
can use those as well. 
 

Please start gathering up your donations and I will attempt to set up 

multiple times when I can collect them and take them over to The Colorado 

Veterans Project. The final collection date will be the Luau on January 19th, 
2019. Collections will be on going through the holiday party so you can 
donate more than once if you choose to do so.  The multiple donation days 
are for those who would like to donate again and for those who did not get 

a chance the last time. 
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I would like to add a special thanks to Rob Bingham, President of The 
Colorado Veterans Project, for allowing MINI5280.org to help in providing 
much needed donations for our Colorado Veterans. 
 
For more information on The Colorado Veterans Project, please visit the 

following site: 
 
www.ColoradoVeteransProject.org  
 

*Logo used with permission. 
 
 

MINI5280 Post-Holiday Party     
 
 

 
 

It's a LUAU in the middle of winter!! What could be more fun?? MINI5280 
will host a LUAU for club members on Saturday, January 19th. We hope 
that scheduling the party for after the holidays will allow more of our 

wonderful members to attend! Look for an event soon on Facebook so we 
can get an accurate headcount for our Hawaiian BBQ. Hope to see your 
smiling faces at the LUAU!! 

http://www.coloradoveteransproject.org/
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This will also be the last of the donation days that we have set for the 
Colorado Veterans Project and the food pantries they coordinate with. We 

hope you can donate again and help fill those shelves after the holidays. 
Please see the food drive section of the newsletter for information on the 

food that they are interested in, as well as please remember that blankets 
and jackets are needed as well. 
 
 

MINI5280 2018 Year In Review       
 

A look back at the meetings and runs done by MINI5280 in 2018! 
 
We Ran Calling Wildfire – January 13, 2018 

SONIC & CHILL – January 28, 2018 
Tea Time At The English Teacup – February 24, 2018 
Icicle Rallye Returns: The Do-Over – February 24, 2018 

MINI5280 Club Meeting #1 – March 3, 2018 

Pop Up Sunday Drive – March 4, 2018 
Leprechaun Ran #8 – March 10, 2018 
Second (Almost Annual) Pi Day Pi-arty! – March 14, 2018 
Zoom To The Dunes – April 28, 2018 
Rhona, Erin, and Shawn’s Side Adventure – April 28, 2018 

CINCO de MINI!! – May 5, 2018 
Tea at Oak and Berries Tea Room – May 19, 2018 
MINIs Open Mt. Evans for the 2018 Season – May 25, 2018 
Schomp Military Workout – May 27, 2018 
Oskar Blues – May 28, 2018 

MINI5280 Club Meeting #2 – June 2, 2018 
MINI Summer Solstice Drive – June 21, 2018 
The Grand Run to the Junction – June 22, 2018 
Torchy’s Grand Opening in Highlands Ranch – June 25, 2018 

MINI Independence Day – July 4, 2018  
MINI Takes The States 2018 – July 14 – 22, 2018 *MINI580 raised $3971 
which equaled 39,710 meals!* 

WarBird Auto Classic – July 28, 2018 
Brent’s Place at Children’s Hospital – July 28, 2018 

Crashing the Party in Utah – August 19, 2018 
MINI BBQ Potluck – September 2, 2018 
MINI5280 Club Meeting #3 – September 8, 2018 
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Countryman Color Run – September 15, 2018 
Chasing Color 2018 – September 22, 2018 
Pop Up Drive – October 6, 2018 
Yalla Yalla 2018 – October 20, 2018 
Ramos Law Fall Festival – October 27, 2018 

Veterans Day Drive/Food Drive – November 11, 2018 *MINI5280 collected 
over 700 pounds of food for The Colorado Veterans Project* 
Craig Hospital Toy Drive – December 8, 2018 
Lights-Capade Charity Drive – December 11, 2018 

MINI 5280 Club Meeting #4 – December 15, 2018 
Christmas Eve Drive to Salida, CO – December 24, 2018 
 
 

BUY ME!!! 
The badge, sticker and decal have historically only been available in new member packets, but you 

can now get them online on our website. Prices include shipping! http://mini5280.org/store/ 
 

       
 

 
 

Currently Scheduled Upcoming Events  
 

Check the calendar of events on our website! Click the link below to check out the calendar on the 
MINI5280 website and add it to your Google Calendar. And check often because drives are events 
are regularly added. 

MINI5280 Calendar     
 

• January 19, 2019   MINI5280 Holiday Party (and Food Drive!) 

• July 24 - 28, 2019.          MINIs In the Mountains – Salida, CO 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://mini5280.org/store/
http://mini5280.org/calendar-2/
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Special discount for MINI5280 members! 12% off orders with the exception of sale and 
specially priced parts. Please use the code 5280MINI. 

 

 

 
 

Special discount for MINI5280 members! 5% off orders. Please use the code 
SNOWTIME18. 

 

 

MINI5280 Merchandise   

 

Remember to visit our store at CafePress! Just click on the logo of your choice and see what fun 

things you can order! 

Click the following link to get the goods now: 

MINI5280 CafePress Store 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.cafepress.com/mini5280
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