MINI5280 Newsletter - April 2019
Hello, this is just a reminder that you’re receiving this email because you are a MINI5280 club member. Don’t forget to add secretary@mini5280.org to
your address book so we’re sure to land in your inbox!

Rhonda Johnson
Diana Peterman

president@mini5280.org
vicepresident@mini5280.org

Alison Heise
Erik Wood

secretary@mini5280.org
treasurer@mini5280.org
IN THIS ISSUE

Hello everyone! Time is flying, and it is already April! Of course,
here in Colorado, that usually means at least one more snow.
Hopefully we can get some more gorgeous snow shots if that
happens. For the most part, weather is starting to warm,
however, so I look forward to seeing about more meet-ups and
drives!
REMEMBER THAT THE DUE DATE FOR NEWSLETTER
SUBMISSIONS IS THE 1ST OF THE MONTH. If I don’t get it,
you won’t see it! Please email all newsletter submissions,
feedback, questions, and any ideas for the club to
secretary@mini5280.org.

1. Welcome New Members, 2. President’s
Message, 3. Membership Info, 4. What Happened
Last Month, 5. Raffle Baskets Wanted!!, 6. MINIs in
The Mountains, 7. MINI5280’s 3rd Annual T-Shirt
Design Contest, 8. Officer Elections Coming This
November, 9. Last Hour Poll, 10. MINItainment,
11. Upcoming Events, 12. Discount, 13. BUY ME!,
14. MINI5280 Merchandise
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ALISON HEISE
MINI5280 Secretary
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Website: http://mini5280.org/
Facebook: MINI5280
A Facebook place for members to MINI with
each other: MINI5280 Social Hub
Our national event: MINIS In the Mountains
(MITM)
Our members in the South: Southern
Colorado MINIs (SOCOM)
Our sister club: MiniCOW- Minis of
Colorado and Wyoming
A local classic Mini club: Minis of the
Rockies (MOTR)
Our members even further South: PDUB
MINIs

Start Your Engines!
Please welcome our new members:
(You’ll get your welcome packet within a couple of weeks!)

Dawn Austin
Kenny and Kevin Burroughs
Jo Harrod

John Papp
Tom Zehrbach
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President’s Message
Hi Everyone! We've made it to Spring! Which means dirty cars from the random snowfall we will get. We
ran into a bit of that during the Furry Friends drive on March 30 th, the trees and the foothills were
gorgeous and snow-covered, but our MINIs....not quite as pretty!
There's so much going on behind the scenes for MINIs in the Mountains right now. Everyone is keeping
really busy preparing for our summer. But, we will have breaks occasionally, so keep an eye on the Events
tab in the Social Hub on Facebook. Drives will pop up on short notice when we need a quick getaway. We
will also try to keep some planned things out there, but if there's an open weekend, please feel free to
plan a drive! Anyone can do this, it's always a nice change of pace to go places we haven't been before. I
love exploring new places.
And a reminder: If you haven't done so already, please book your rooms for MITM. Registration has
opened and the rooms will fill up quickly.
Thank you all for being a part MINI5280!

RHONDA JOHNSON
president@mini5280.org

Donate
Make a tax deductible donation to MINI5280 to help with MITM expenses and set up the next administration for success
to help keep the club going for you.

***MEMBERSHIP INFO***
Use the links below from our website for information and direction about your membership:
General Membership Info

Renewing Members

New Membership

To Check Your Membership Expiration

*Member packets are reserved for new members only. Select items included in the new member
packets are available for purchase on our website.
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What Happened Last Month
Cruise to Coney Island - March 9th, 2019

This was initially going to be a really long drive, starting VERY early in the
morning for us Northerners. SOCOM had set up the drive, and we were
going to crash their party and join in the fun. But, because of the record
avalanches in the area, SOCOM decided to stay safe and away from the
avalanche areas, and cancelled the drive. Not a bad call at all! Between
Denver and Bailey, we were pretty safe from avalanches, so we decided to
go ahead and go have some hot dogs! We made some last minute
adjustments to the time and meeting spot and headed out from Red Rocks
around 10am. It was a beautiful sunny day as we stuck to 285 on the way
to Bailey, but we scanned the side roads on the way there to check to see if
they were drivable for the way home. We arrived at Coney Island and
ordered some amazing hot dogs. After lunch we wandered to the gift shop
next door and stocked up on some things that we needed desperately....like
taffy that tasted like peanut butter and jelly!
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On the way home we took the side roads and had some nice, twisty,
fun! We drove down Foxton Road, and twisted and turned by Tiny Town on
the way home. It was a great day to get out and about.

Furry Friends Drive - March 30, 2019
BY RHONDA JOHNSON

After seeing a Facebook post a few years ago where a shelter was asking
for blankets and towels, this drive has been an idea of Erin Shay's for a long
time. So we finally decided to go for it, and help out the animals at Foothills
Animal Shelter.
Of course, with it being March, it snowed the night before the drive. So Erin
and I woke up early to drive the route to make sure it was safe for all our
MINIs and donations. The road was gorgeous and the trees were beautifully
flocked with snow. After updating the participants of the road conditions
and reminding them to top off the washer fluid, we all met at Starbucks.
We wound our way up Coal Creek Canyon to Peak to Peak, and then down
Clear Creek Canyon to Foothills Animal Shelter. Our donations piled up on a
bench as MINI5280 continued to unload all their generous gifts. We then
went through the shelter to take a peek at all the sweet dogs, cats, and of
course the chicken. Yes, they even had a chicken, rooster to be exact. :)
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As we all wandered back to the lobby, Teresa Wood noticed that her stuffed
giraffe she donated was already keeping company with a few pugs! We then
glanced over to our donations and saw that there were a lot missing! That's
the best feeling. Just to know that things are needed so badly that they are
being used immediately, makes us feel all warm and fuzzy on the
inside! We decided to grab some lunch before ending our day. Bob's Atomic
Burgers in Golden was the perfect spot for us all.

If anyone wants to donate to Foothills Animal Shelter, please check out
their wishlist. They do accept gently used toys, and they do not have to be
the Kong brand as stated on the website. They are in need of donations
and they have a beautiful facility. Please check it out!
Foothills Animal Shelter: https://foothillsanimalshelter.org/
Donation Wish List: https://foothillsanimalshelter.org/how-to-help/moreways-to-help/wish-list/
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Raffle Baskets Wanted!!
BY DEBBIE RATLIFF

We are looking to raffle off some themed gift baskets at MINIs in the
Mountains 2019, and the money raised will be donated to a local charity in
the town of Salida, CO where this year’s event is being held (the charity
name TBA soon).
This was an awesome event the last time, so we decided to do it again!
I am calling on all MINIONs to find out who would love to participate in this
awesome event, and would like to donate a basket this year.
Here's how it works: You choose a theme and fill your basket or other
containers with your goodies to match your theme. The perceived value is
to be in the $75 range. Basket builders can solicit for, and receive, donated
items to match their selected theme. For example, in 2017 Mike Hillier’s
basket theme was “Taste of Colorado," and Rhonda Johnson donated some
Colorado wine.
Please note: MINIs in the Mountains 2017 charity was Adams County
Sheriff’s Office Orphan's Fund to whom we donated $529.00!!
As we get closer to MINIs in the Mountains 2019 more info will come. Let’s
do this MINIONs!
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Below is list of some of the baskets created in 2017 for MINIS in the
Mountains (and some example pictures of baskets found on the Internet),
you can make one of these, or think of any other kind you would like to do.
Get those creative juices flowing!
Golf basket
Garden basket
Movie Time basket
Coffee basket
Drive Time basket
Utah Theme basket (things from Utah)
New Mexico basket (things from New Mexico)
Dog/Cat Basket
Cookie Basket
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MINIs In The Mountains – July 24-28, 2019 – Salida, CO

We have a lot of new members to MINI5280, so just to explain that really
cool logo that's been in the newsletter for the last couple of months, here's
what it is all about:
MINIs In The Mountains (MITM), is a biennial event organized by
MINI5280. This event attracts MINI enthusiasts from all over the county,
and even a few international visitors! The event is a fun-filled 4-day MINI
party! We offer member-led drives, car show, cocktail party, group dinner,
and even a parade! We have spread the love around Colorado in the past,
with events traditional at ski resorts like Copper Mountain, Winter Park,
Avon/Vail, and Steamboat. This year we are being welcomed to Salida,
Colorado with open arms.
Planning is well underway for this great event, please check out the MITM
website at www.minisinthemountains.com. We also have a MINIs in the
Mountains page on Facebook where we will use social media to promote the
event.
Please stay tuned for updates and plan on joining us this summer for an
event you will not forget!!
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MINI5280’s 3rd Annual T-Shirt Design Contest
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OFFICER ELECTIONS COMING THIS NOVEMBER
November nears more quickly than we realize and it’s high time to start thinking about
the next term of officers for the 2020 & 2021 term. Included here is a quick rundown of
some of the tasks of each office for your consideration.
Are you or someone you know interested in continuing to guide and nurture the
awesomeness of MINI5280 and its even more awesome members? The current
administration would love to encourage you to inquire with any questions you may have.
We’re here for YOU… and we’re not above accepting bribes. Just kidding. Maybe.
MINI5280 President
To get started:
• Inventory the 5280 “storage unit”
• Acquire a 5280 bank card
• Meet with other officers to decide upon items for welcome packets.
• Order any needed inventory (tagging cards, welcome packet items)
Daily:
• Answer emails. You will get emails from people organizing car shows and other
organizations promoting their events.
• Answer member or prospective member questions
• Talk with other officers regarding any club related business that may arise
Quarterly:
• Hold club meetings. Bylaws require 4 meetings a year, but in the past it has been
monthly or every other month.
• Hold officer meetings to touch base
MINIs in the Mountains:
• Assist the organizer.
• Locate the MITM related items from the 5280 storage unit and arrange for the
items to make it to the MITM location.
• Promote the event – reminders to the members, posting on social media. This is
the main source of income for the club.
MINI5280 Vice President
To get started:
• Assist with 5280 storage inventory
• Meet with other officers to decide upon Welcome Packet contents
• Update the CafePress site
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Daily:
• Not much email is sent to VP email, so be visible to answer member questions
should they arise.
• Keep members informed
Quarterly:
• Attend Club meetings – Preside over meetings if President is unable
• Attend Officer meetings
MINIs in the Mountains:
• Assist in any way you can.
MINI5280 Treasurer
To get started:
• Establish a new mailing address and secure a PO box should the current
arrangement not be desirable
• Transition 5280 bank account to new President and Treasurer and order new Debit
cards
• Meet with other officers to decide upon items for welcome packets.
Daily:
• Maintain running bank account reconciliation
• Send receipts for donations to the club
• Write checks, make debit payments and deposit cash funds as necessary
As Necessary:
• Attend club meetings and officer meetings as called by the president
• File annual tax statement in January
• Renew club liability insurance in July
MINIs in the Mountains:
• Create budget and manage all transactions
• Bring cash boxes and cash for the registration area
• Bring checkbook to pay for approved expenses
• Deposit any cash received during the event
MINI5280 Secretary

To get started:
• Learn email program
• Learn newsletter structure and publication format
• Learn member packet packing, postage and distribution
• Meet with other officers to decide upon items for welcome packets.
• Order any needed inventory (tagging cards, welcome packet items)
Monthly:
• Keep an eye on member packet inventory needs, including postage; order as
necessary.
• Send new member packets.
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•
•

Verify expired members.
Send upcoming expires a reminder.

Weekly:
• Verify/activate new members.
• Keep in mind any special things you do (e.g. First Booty Tuesday, Banner of the
Week or polls for newsletter publishing).
• Help come up with ideas for events or meetings.
Daily:
• Answer emails, and member or prospective member questions.
o You are a primary contact for the club. By nature people turn to you for help
since you’re arguable the most visible position (if you’re doing your job
right): you publish the newsletter, send membership renewals and
reminders, send new member packets and participate on social media so
your name is widely noticed.
• KEEP IN CONTACT WITH YOUR TEAM! Always be in touch with your officers for
smooth operation, and clear and concise communication and decision-making.
• Update Google calendar to include events on the website (and on Facebook).
• Always consider newsletter content!!!
Quarterly:
• Assist officers by participating in club meetings.
• Attend officer meetings to ensure common ground and strong foundation.
MINIs in the Mountains:
• Be available to assist the organizer, even if only loosely. Keep abreast of
publishing appropriate event-pertinent content.
• Promote the event – reminders to the members, posting on social media since it is
the main source of income for the club.
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Last Hour Poll… your final hour warning of the newsletter deadline!
BY DIANA PETERMAN

In an effort to see how hard core MINI5280 members are we posed this
question on our Facebook page for this month’s poll: “Would you rather sell
your MINI or one of your kidneys?” In one comment, “Will sell kidney for
car parts.” It looks like a lot of members are without organs!

Would you rather sell your MINI or one of your kidneys?

MINI - 31%

KIDNEY - 69%
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MINItainment
BY DIANA PETERMAN

I sure hope you guys know who these two are!!!
STARE AT THE RED DOT FOR 30 SECONDS THEN LOOK AT THE CEILING.

February MINItainment Key
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Currently Scheduled Upcoming Events
Check the calendar of events on our website! Click the link below to check out the calendar on the
MINI5280 website and add it to your Google Calendar. And check often because drives are events
are regularly added.

MINI5280 Calendar
•
•
•

April 28
June 22
July 24 – 28

Bavarian Motors Tech Session
MINI Summer Solstice Event
MINIs in the Mountains

Special discount for MINI5280 members! 12% off orders with the exception of sale and
specially priced parts. Please use the code 5280MINI.

Special discount for MINI5280 members! 5% off orders. Please use the code
SNOWTIME18.

BUY ME!!!
The badge, sticker and decal have historically only been available in new member packets, but you
can now get them online on our website. Prices include shipping! http://mini5280.org/store/
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MINI5280 Merchandise
Remember to visit our store at CafePress! Just click on the logo of your choice and see what fun
things you can order!
Click the following link to get the goods now:

MINI5280 CafePress Store
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