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 MINI5280 Newsletter - May 2019 
 

Hello, this is just a reminder that you’re receiving this email because you are a MINI5280 club member. Don’t forget to add secretary@mini5280.org to 
your address book so we’re sure to land in your inbox!  

 
 

Rhonda Johnson president@mini5280.org   Alison Heise      secretary@mini5280.org 
Diana Peterman  vicepresident@mini5280.org        Erik Wood                treasurer@mini5280.org 

 

 
Hello everyone! I love this time of year. It is May, and there is still 

some snow coming down. We get beautiful snow-capped 

mountains, and yet there are still 80 degree days. The excitement 
for MINIs In The Mountains is certainly building, and I am 

extremely excited to see what drives will pop up between now and 
then. Remember to take your pictures and submit them so that 

those that miss the drives can still enjoy what our club has to 

offer! 
  

 
REMEMBER THAT THE DUE DATE FOR NEWSLETTER 

SUBMISSIONS IS THE 1ST OF THE MONTH. If I don’t get it, 

you won’t see it! Please email all newsletter submissions, 
feedback, questions, and any ideas for the club to 

secretary@mini5280.org. 

 
 

ALISON HEISE 
MINI5280 Secretary 

 

 
 

 

 

 
1. Welcome New Members, 2. President’s 
Message, 3. Membership Info, 4. What Happened 
Last Month, 5. June Club Meeting, 6. Raffle 
Baskets Wanted!!, 7. MINIs in The Mountains, 8. 
MINI5280’s 3rd Annual T-Shirt Design Contest, 9. 
Officer Elections Coming This November, 10. Last 
Hour Poll, 11. MINItainment, 12. Upcoming Events, 
123 Discount, 14. BUY ME!, 15. MINI5280 
Merchandise  

 

 
 

1. Website: http://mini5280.org/ 
2. Facebook: MINI5280 
3. A Facebook place for members to MINI with 

each other: MINI5280 Social Hub 
4. Our national event: MINIS In the Mountains 

(MITM) 
5. Our members in the South: Southern 

Colorado MINIs (SOCOM) 
6. Our sister club: MiniCOW- Minis of 

Colorado and Wyoming 
7. A local classic Mini club: Minis of the 

Rockies (MOTR)  
8. Our members even further South: PDUB 

MINIs 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please welcome our new members: 
(You’ll get your welcome packet within a couple of weeks!) 

 

Carlos Pomales 
Shane Williams 
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President’s Message        
 
 

Hi Everyone! I hope Spring has been treating you all well so far. Things are in full swing with the MINIs In 

The Mountains planning. We've scouted a few amazing drives for you all and things for the event have 
started arriving at my house!! It seems far away, when we are talking about July and it's still snowing, but 

Minis In The Mountains will be here before you know it. Be sure to book your room in Salida if you haven't 
done so already. We had another hotel come on board and offer up a room block, so get those low rates 

while you can!   

 
As we are concentrating on MINIs In The Mountains, there might not be as many weekend drives 

scheduled ahead of time. BUT, when we do have a free weekend, look out for a popup drive! We will 

definitely need to get some twisty stress relief going, so watch the Facebook events tab for last minute 
opportunities. 

 
One quick little request this month too: Please let all of your other MINI friends know about our amazing 

MINIS In The Mountains event. We would love to share our beautiful state and amazing mountain roads 

with everyone that would appreciate it, and our MINI acquaintances would definitely love it! The more the 
merrier! Thanks! 

 
Thank you all for being a part of MINI5280. 

 

 

RHONDA JOHNSON 
president@mini5280.org 
 

  
 

 
 

Donate 
 

Make a tax deductible donation to MINI5280 to help with MITM expenses and set up the next administration for success 
to help keep the club going for you. 

 
 

 

***MEMBERSHIP INFO*** 
 

Use the links below from our website for information and direction about your membership: 

  

General Membership Info    Renewing Members 

 

New Membership     To Check Your Membership Expiration 

 

*Member packets are reserved for new members only. Select items included in the new member 
packets are available for purchase on our website. 

mailto:president@mini5280.org
http://mini5280.org/donate/
http://mini5280.org/membership/
http://mini5280.org/msr-renewing-member/
http://mini5280.org/msr-new-member/
http://mini5280.org/msr-help/
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What Happened Last Month     

 
 

Bavarian Motors Tech Session – April 28, 2019 
 BY CARL JOHNSON 

 

 

 

 
Thanks to Chris Bruun of Bavarian Motors for hosting the MINI5280 car 
clinic! We had Kimberly Krug's Countryman, James Bond, up on a the rack 

to examine, poke, and inspect. We learned about the brake system's rotors, 
pads, uneven wearing, calipers and symptoms when one sticks. There was 
an explanation why rotors need to be replaced when doing the brake pads. 
We then moved on to the suspension. Struts, springs, tie rods, ball joints 
the whole kit and caboodle. They had loosened a ball joint on a BMW that 

was next to us so we could hold the wheel and feel how a loose suspension 
part feels. We talked about the different types of oil too, and importance of 

checking it regularly. After that, we looked into the navigation system 
update. 

 
 

We put my Clubby Rocket on the lift too, and found two things that need to 
get addressed. One required use of a borescope, a very small camera on a 
flexible tube, to pin point.  
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We also looked over Chris Perri’s Sonia, an F56, noting difference between 
it and the R56; timing chain in the rear of the motor, turbo integrated with 
the exhaust manifold, turbo behind the motor, etc. 

 

 
 
All in all, it was two hours well spent. Thanks Bavarian Motors! 
 
 

 

June Club Meeting         
 

 
 
Schomp MINI has offered up their awesome party deck for our club 
meeting, to be held on June 2nd.  
 

Schomp will also be providing lunch for you hungry MINI fans. So come 

ready to discuss all this things MINI and bring your appetite! 
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Raffle Baskets Wanted!!          
BY DEBBIE RATLIFF 

 

 

 
 

We are looking to raffle off some themed gift baskets at MINIs in the 
Mountains 2019, and the money raised will be donated to a local charity in 
the town of Salida, CO where this year’s event is being held (the charity 

name TBA soon). 

 

This was an awesome event the last time, so we decided to do it again! 

 

I am calling on all MINIONs to find out who would love to participate in this 
awesome event, and would like to donate a basket this year. 

 

Here's how it works: You choose a theme and fill your basket or other 

containers with your goodies to match your theme. The perceived value is 
to be in the $75 range. Basket builders can solicit for, and receive, donated 
items to match their selected theme. For example, in 2017 Mike Hillier’s 
basket theme was “Taste of Colorado," and Rhonda Johnson donated some 
Colorado wine. 

 

Please note: MINIs in the Mountains 2017 charity was Adams County 
Sheriff’s Office Orphan's Fund to whom we donated $529.00!! 

 

As we get closer to MINIs in the Mountains 2019 more info will come. Let’s 
do this MINIONs! 
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Below is list of some of the baskets created in 2017 for MINIS in the 
Mountains (and some example pictures of baskets found on the Internet), 
you can make one of these, or think of any other kind you would like to do. 

Get those creative juices flowing! 

 

Golf basket 
Garden basket  

Movie Time basket 

Coffee basket 
Drive Time basket 
Utah Theme basket (things from Utah) 
New Mexico basket (things from New Mexico) 

Dog/Cat Basket 
Cookie Basket  
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MINIs In The Mountains – July 24-28, 2019 – Salida, CO     
 
 

 
 

We have a lot of new members to MINI5280, so just to explain that really 

cool logo that's been in the newsletter for the last couple of months, here's 
what it is all about: 
 
MINIs In The Mountains (MITM), is a biennial event organized by 
MINI5280. This event attracts MINI enthusiasts from all over the county, 

and even a few international visitors! The event is a fun-filled 4-day MINI 
party! We offer member-led drives, car show, cocktail party, group dinner, 
and even a parade! We have spread the love around Colorado in the past, 
with events traditional at ski resorts like Copper Mountain, Winter Park, 
Avon/Vail, and Steamboat. This year we are being welcomed to Salida, 

Colorado with open arms.   
 

Planning is well underway for this great event, please check out the MITM 
website at www.minisinthemountains.com. We also have a MINIs in the 

Mountains page on Facebook where we will use social media to promote the 
event.   
 
Please stay tuned for updates and plan on joining us this summer for an 
event you will not forget!! 

 
 
 

http://www.minisinthemountains.com/
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MINI5280’s 3rd Annual T-Shirt Design Contest  

 

Last year we had many requests to offer the design on hoodies, ladies and 

kids tees, but because the purchase count for those items were low and a 
listing must be created for each different item, we’re not doing that again. 
BUT BUT BUT…the adult t-shirt is available in several different colors. And 

it’s available up to 5x. Bam. 
 
It will only be available for two weeks, so you better move! 
 

CLICK HERE TO ORDER! 

 

https://teespring.com/2019-mini5280-t-shirt-winner#pid=369&cid=6521&sid=back
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OFFICER ELECTIONS COMING THIS NOVEMBER  

 
NOW HIRING FOR THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS: 

 
MINI5280 President  

MINI5280 Vice President 
MINI5280 Treasurer 
MINI5280 Secretary 

 
 

 
Last Hour Poll… your final hour warning of the newsletter deadline!   
BY DIANA PETERMAN  

 
 
A random memory hit me just as I was thinking of a poll question this 

month. I don’t otherwise give it much thought because I’m the only one 
ever in my car 99% of the time (toddlers and infants don’t count!), but as I 

WAS DRIVING I changed the station on the radio to avoid the headache of a 
song I detested and was angrily yelled at by my passenger that, “WHAT IF I 
WAS LISTENING TO THAT!?!?” I was stunned into silence at the tone of 
voice and shocked to be yelled at in my own freaking car! I think it was in 
that moment I decided, “My car, my call.” 

 
So, can passengers manage the music in your cars, MINI5280?? 
 

 
 

Nope, my car 
means my 

experience. - 38%

Yep, I got important fast driving 
and sharp turning to do! - 25%

What's a 
passenger? 37%

Can passengers manage the music in your cars? 
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MINItainment           

BY DIANA PETERMAN 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



11 

 

Currently Scheduled Upcoming Events  
 
Check the calendar of events on our website! Click the link below to check out the calendar on the 
MINI5280 website and add it to your Google Calendar. And check often because drives are events 
are regularly added. 

MINI5280 Calendar     
 

• June 2     Quarterly MINI5280 Club Meeting – Held @ Schomp MINI 

• June 22     MINI Summer Solstice Event  

• July 24 – 28    MINIs in the Mountains 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Special discount for MINI5280 members! 12% off orders with the exception of sale and 
specially priced parts. Please use the code 5280MINI. 

 

 
 

Special discount for MINI5280 members! 5% off orders. Please use the code 

SNOWTIME18. 
 

 

BUY ME!!! 
The badge, sticker and decal have historically only been available in new member packets, but you 

can now get them online on our website. Prices include shipping! http://mini5280.org/store/ 
 

       
 
 

http://mini5280.org/calendar-2/
http://mini5280.org/store/
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MINI5280 Merchandise   

 

Remember to visit our store at CafePress! Just click on the logo of your choice and see what fun 

things you can order! 

Click the following link to get the goods now: 

MINI5280 CafePress Store 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

http://www.cafepress.com/mini5280

