
NEWSLETTER 
Volume 5. August-November 2020 

 

Officers’ Message 
Hello!  Welcome to Volume 5 of the MINI5280 Newsletter!  Nearing 

the end of a rather tough year, the Officers want to thank all of the 

membership for your participation this year, whether it was at a 

drive, a pop-up meetup or just engaging with each other on the 

MINI5280 Social Hub. Special thanks to Rhonda Johnson for 

leading several drives this year and to Rick Gonzalez and Jonathan 

Souza for organizing Yalla Yalla!  Personally, I’ll extend thanks to 

everyone that contributed an article or photos to this Newsletter! 

Join us online on Saturday for a joint club meeting with MiniCOW 

and a lot of camaraderie!  See virtual meeting details on Page 2! 

Stay tuned to the MINI5280 Social Hub for pop-up meetups and lots 

of interaction with your fellow MINIacs!  Perhaps we’ll be able to 

figure out a Zoom Holiday Party, since we won’t be able to gather 

for a Hula Party in January.  Please reach out to 

Secretary@MINI5280.org with any suggestions you may have.   

–Kim Pirri, Secretary 

Craig Hospital  
Toy Drive 
Canceled 

The Officers and the organizers of the annual Craig Hospital Toy 

Drive are sad to announce that we will not be holding this event this 

year due to Covid restrictions, and for the safety of our membership 

and those at the hospital.   

In lieu of our in-person event, consider supporting Craig’s mission through a tax-deductible donation to the 

Craig Hospital Foundation here.   
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Club Officers: 
Chris Hudson, president@mini5280.org 

Jose Bonilla, vicepresident@mini5280.org  

Erin Shay, treasurer@mini5280.org  

Kim Pirri, secretary@mini5280.org 

Find us online! 
Website: http://mini5280.org/ 

Facebook: MINI5280 Social Hub 

Our national event: MINIS In the Mountains 

Our northern sister club: MiniCOW- Minis of 

Colorado and Wyoming 

Our southern sister club: Southern 

Colorado MINIs (SOCOM) 

Colorado’s Classic Mini Club: Minis of the 

Rockies (MOTR)  
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Welcome New Members! Let’s Motor! 
Well MINIacs, with this fabulous run on new members, you all caught the club a bit “out of gas” when it comes 

to logo items for the welcome packets.  An order is in the works and welcome packets will be sent out as soon 

as the decals, stickers, and badges are received!   

 Erick Briggs  Julie Cox  Rene Hilger  Arleen Ryan  Andrew Walter 

 Ashley Bryars  Jon Fetterman  Brenda Johnson  Les Stern  Dianna Wilson 

 Todd Bryars  Adrienne Gibbs  Tommy Mica  Leigh Taylor  

Upcoming Club Meeting 
MiniCOW & MINI5280 Combined December Virtual Meeting – Saturday December 5, 2020 @ Noon 

Join us for combined MINI5280 and MiniCOW meeting this month hosted by our sister club MiniCOW! Ple ase 

join us for awesome company, to get updates from both clubs, and provide input and help plan future events! 

We hope that you can come and enjoy meeting other MINI enthusiasts! This is a virtual meeting using Zoom 

on your computer or mobile device.  To join the Zoom Meeting, make sure you have your Zoom app installed 

on your phone or computer before you click the link. You do not need to join Zoom to attend a Zoom meeting. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83293702029?pwd=NXpmNGFYMlN2U29iUUlXSXpyWGxNdz09  

Meeting ID: 832 9370 2029 

Passcode: mini 

One tap mobile: If you are on a mobile device and only want to do audio, you can dial the phone and all the 

codes automatically by using the links below. 

+12532158782,,83293702029#,,,,,,0#,,714469# US (Tacoma) 

+13462487799,,83293702029#,,,,,,0#,,714469# US (Houston) 

If you want to manually dial in to audio only, you can dial the phone 

and follow the prompts using the below phone numbers.  

Dial by your location: 

+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 

+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 

Meeting ID: 832 9370 2029 

Passcode: 714469 

Upcoming Events 
Learn more about upcoming events at the Calendar on MINI5280.org and on the Events tab on the MINI5280 

Social Hub. Check back often because drives and activities are regularly added!  You, too, can post a drive or 

meetup on the Social Hub!  Popup drives and meetups are great for combating social distancing boredom.  

Friendly Reminder:  Check your Notification settings!  Turn on “All Notifications” to make sure you don’t miss 

out on anything!   

 Memorial Day Week 2021 – MINI5280 Cruise to Calgary 

 Summer 2021 – MINIs in the Mountains  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83293702029?pwd=NXpmNGFYMlN2U29iUUlXSXpyWGxNdz09
http://mini5280.org/calendar-2/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MINI5280SocialHub/events/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MINI5280SocialHub/events/
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Pop Up Drive!! Rocky Mountain Arsenal 

Drive Leader: Rhonda Johnson, Article: Andy Autobee, Photos: Andy 
Autobee, US Fish & Wildlife Service & Cold Stone Creamery  

“Oh give me a home where the buffalo roam, 

Where the deer and the antelope play, 

Where seldom is heard a discouraging word, 

And the skies are not cloudy all day.” 

August 9, 2020 – With these words flowing 

through our heads, 24 intrepid MINIs and 

their crews went out for a Wild West 

adventure to see the native sights and 

sounds of the Great American Plains. 

Meeting at Dick's Sporting Goods Park, we 

gathered at a socially acceptable distance to 

check out MINIs and rehash our crazy 

summers while reconnecting with old friends. 

After a polite reminder by the Park security that we were not supposed to be there, we left in a flash of sport 

mode to go explore the natural wonders located atop the remnants of an old bomb factory. 

We motored many lazy miles of plains, when we soon came across the find of the day, the buffalo herd. We 

motored through the herd with many of the buffalo looming larger than our tiny cars. Once the buffalo were 

done with their 24 mini photo shoots taken by the many MINI drivers, we headed out of the Arsenal for our final 

destination, ICE CREAM!  

Working our way to Cold Stone Creamery, we all were ready for a cool treat after our leisurely drive and the 

100°+ temperature. After everybody retrieved their cool snack, we headed over to a local park for some down 

time and more catching up. As the sun slowly worked its way west, the last MINIs left the park, longing for 

more adventure on another day...  

Learn more about the Rocky Mountain Arsenal’s history here. 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rocky_Mountain_Arsenal
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Forney Transportation Museum Meetup 

Article: Gary Munch, Photos: Kim Pirri  

August 16, 2020 – Southern Colorado Mini’s (SOCOM) joined forces with MINI5280 to visit the FORNEY 

MUSEUM OF TRANSPORTATION in Denver. SOCOM’s Mini Group caravanned from Colorado Springs to 

meet up with the MINI5280 group at the Museum. 

Forney’s is very unique, as it not only showcases 

vehicles, but also buggies, motorcycles, steam 

locomotives, aircraft, carriages, rail equipment, fire 

apparatus, public transportation, sleighs, bicycles, toys & die 

cast models, vintage apparel and much, much more!   See if you can pick out some of these highlights from 

the Collection in the photo collage on the next page!  

 Union Pacific 'Big Boy' Steam Locomotive #4005 

 Amelia Earhart's 1923 Kissel ‘Gold Bug’ (Wow!) 

 Forney Locomotive 

 Colorado & Southern Caboose 

 1923 Hispano-Suiza  

 1913-53 Indian Motorcycle Collection 

 Denver & Rio Grande Dining Car 

 Stutz Fire Engine 

 1888 Denver Cable Car 

 1923 Case Steam Tractor 

 1817 Draisenne Bicycle 

 500 Piece Matchbox Collection 

The only real negative of the visit was the social distancing precautions made viewing some of the exhibits in 

detail difficult to impossible.  Sometime down the road, after the pandemic passes, we may want to visit again. 

After visiting the museum, our group met for lunch at the RiNo Beer Garden in Denver’s RiNo district. Due to 

the social distancing precautions, they sat us outside. It ended up being a fantastic place to enjoy our lunch. A 

great time was had by all.  Click the Forney logo to learn more about the museum!   

 

http://www.forneymuseum.org/index.html
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Color Run and Picnic! 

Drive Leader, Article & Photos: Rhonda Johnson 

September 19, 2020 – We had a great turnout for our annual Color Run this year, not only by members, but 
also by the leaves! Our route took us on some roads we haven't been on for years and some roads only during 
previous MITMs, so it was a great treat for all of us. 

A total of 23 MINIs decided to take off that morning for some leaf peeping. The reports in the news had told us 
that this year the leaves would be late, the leaves would be early, the leaves wouldn't even change… Despite 
all of this information, we headed out from the Dino Lot in search of the elusive golden aspens. Not a lot of 
color was seen east of the tunnels, so it was a good thing the majority of our drive was west of the tunnels! As 
we descended into Silverthorne, the colors started popping. Score! We headed on west to Copper and towards 
Leadville. A quick turn right on 24 had us twisting to our lunch spot in Minturn. The trees along 24 were 
breathtaking and brilliant.   

A relaxing lunch was taken at Little Beach Park in Minturn. The park was so pretty and perfect for our group's 
picnic. After our lunches, for those that remembered to pack them , we let those who needed to be back to 
Denver leave our little pack and the rest of us headed out for the second half of our trip.   

The remainder of the group headed north on I-70 to Hwy 131. Here is where we saw more aspen, but other 
types of trees also.  The ground vegetation was also changing to orange and gold.  A turn onto 134 took us 
over Gore Pass and into more twisties with the golden aspens.  After a quick stop in Kremmling, we were off 
again.  An impromptu stop at Windy Gap provided us the opportunity for a group photo and a chance to say 
our goodbyes.  Our group then pressed on, through Granby and Winter Park and over Berthoud Pass. 

I'd like to thank Mother Nature for cooperating and showing us Colorful Colorado in all its fall glory. 
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Countryman Color Run and Picnic! 

Drive Leader, Article & Photos: Rhonda Johnson 

September 26, 2020 – I should start this off with a confession... I had no idea this route would have color. It's 
true! Haha! I'm so glad it did though!   

Rampart Range Road was scouted as just a Countryman Drive last May. I remember seeing a couple aspens 
along the route and thought there just weren't enough to make it a color run. So I ran the route again in early 
August thinking I could schedule it for some time in August as there wasn't a lot going on. But when I exited the 
road into Garden of the Gods it was so packed and crawling with people.  I made the decision right then that I 
was NOT going to drive this route again until after Labor Day.  So it turned into a color run. 

So this was basically my first drive down the road actually looking for colors and the road was COMPLETELY 
new to me with this perspective. I heard that the dust in the back of the group caused very little to be seen out 
the front, but the sides were beautiful, which is really lucky since that's where the trees lived!   

So we bounced through the washboards all day looking at the beautiful aspens on Rampart. Then we got 
blown around at Rampart Reservoir for lunch.  Still pretty though! We also drove through a huge burn scar 
that is regenerating into an aspen forest. The entire ground was covered in little baby golden aspens. It was 
such a juxtaposition to see the new life with the baby aspens against the old burn area of black trees. It was 
amazingly beautiful. 

Our group arrived at Garden of the Gods and parked at the Trading Post to check out how dirty our MINIs 
were. We all laughed and traded war stories of the washboards before heading home for the day. It was a 
great day to be MINI! 

 



 Volume 5. August-November 2020 

10 



 Volume 5. August-November 2020 

11 

Yalla Yalla 2020 – Planes, Trains, and Automobiles! 

Organizers: Rick Gonzales & Jonathan Souza 
Article: Rick Gonzales  
Photos: Rick Gonzales, Kim Pirri & Others As Noted  

October 17, 2020 – As usual for this time of year, MINI5280's annual Yalla Yalla or wandering about, challenged 
drivers and navigators to answer quiz questions and post photos to Facebook as they traveled from one mystery stop to 
the next. This year, navigating to seven well-known planes, trains and automobile-related destinations was the easy 
part. More challenging was finding answers to the quiz, generally requiring a search for landmarks and plaques -- 

observing your surroundings. Extra credit could be earned for creative photo-posting on Facebook and 
tagged #YallaYalla2020 for others to enjoy. 

The first Yalla Yalla was created by MINI5280 club founders in 2004. Every year since then, Yalla Yalla 
has sent dozens of MINIs wandering about, seeking answers to strange questions, scavenger hunting or 
who knows what? Every Yalla Yalla is different. Of the 28 participating MINIs, some Yalla Yalla'ers get 
lost and confused, but hopefully they've found the enjoyment of exploring new or even familiar places in 

their MINI with other like-minded friends. Organizers always provide a means for those who find themselves lost to get back on track. After all, 
it's a gimmick rally, not a race. 

On October 17th, around 10 AM, the Stanley Marketplace and Food Hall 
(Aurora), a former airplane factory, was the starting point. From here the first 
stop was Wings Over The Rockies Air & Space Museum, displaying a huge 
B-52 Stratofortress outside near the entrance. The next stop, near the town of 
Watkins, was the Colorado Air and Space Port, where “The First Mile is 
Free.”  The Space Port, due to its 5,512 ft. elevation, is located one mile closer 
to space and will become a hub for commercial space transportation, research 
and development. Maybe a future Yalla Yalla on the moon? 

A short distance (as the crow flies) from the Space Port was the third stop: The 
Westin Hotel (valet) located inside Denver International Airport. At each 
stop, quiz questions and the next stop location were displayed by florescent 
clue sheets. On to the fourth stop: Rocky Mountain Metropolitan Airport in 
Broomfield. This Jefferson County Airport is the 4th busiest in Colorado, 
occasionally hosting firefighting aircraft and air shows. 

We covered planes, now on to the trains. The Colorado Railroad Museum, 
where you “lose track of time,” was the fifth destination. Located in Golden, the 
museum's diverse collection of narrow and standard gauge rolling stock even 
includes a Thomas the Tank Engine! Some folks had trouble finding the next 
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clue sheet, possibly because the museum folks wanted us to stay awhile. Either way, the sixth stop, not too far away, was the RTD Light Rail 
and Park & Ride Station at the Jefferson County Justice Center. 

This landmark county building is also known as the “Taj Mahal” because it looks unlike most other government buildings in Colorado. The 
highlight of this stop was to find the “Kiss and Ride” sign. Many Yalla Yalla'ers earned extra credit for Facebook posting a photo of them kissing 
under the sign. After kissing, the ride was to the final (7th) destination, Centennial Airport in Englewood. 

The final quiz questions were found at airport's Denver Jet Center parking lot, within singing distance (literally) of the socially-distanced/masked 
Yalla Yalla drivers, navigators and passengers sharing their wondering about experiences. Quiz and random door prize winners were awarded 
as Yalla Yalla'ers called it a day after over 125 miles and several hours visiting several metro area planes, trains and automobile landmark 
locations. 

Your Yalla Yalla 2020 organizers, Jonathan Souza and Rick Gonzales, would like to thank Schomp MINI and MINI of Loveland for providing 
free and discounted prizes and other complimentary items. This year's logo and magnetic grille badge was designed and produced by Kristan at 
Artistic Reflection (.com). The organizers would also like to thank everyone for wearing face masks and being mindful of COVID-19 safety 
guidelines.  

If you're interested in organizing or helping with next year's Yalla Yalla, contact your friendly MINI5280 officers. 
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Membership Info 
Visit MINI5280.org at the following links to check your membership status and to find out how to renew.   

Remember, your $40 family membership supports the club’s ability to provide food and drink at meetings and 
annual events, tagging cards, member name badges, maintaining the website and required insurance, and to 
support our biennial national event, MINIs in the Mountains.  

General Membership Info Renewing Your Membership To Check Your Expiration Date 

 
 

Vendor Discounts 
Click the image to link to Artistic Reflection’s website!   

 

http://mini5280.org/membership/
http://mini5280.org/msr-renewing-member/
http://mini5280.org/msr-help/
https://www.artisticreflection.com/
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BUY ME! MINI5280 Badges & Stickers 
MINI5280 badges, stickers, and decals are available online at MINI5280’s website! Prices include shipping!  

http://mini5280.org/store/ 

 

MINI5280 Logo Merchandise on Zazzle! 
Pint glasses were recently added!  Visit the store here:  https://www.zazzle.com/store/mini5280 

 

IMPORTANT NOTE: All logos and graphics offered by the MINI5280 Zazzle store are the property of the MINI5280 club 
and are intended for the personal use of purchasers. Please review the details of your selected items prior to purchasing 
and understand the Zazzle 'Return Policy' (scroll to bottom of any page), as MINI5280 is not responsible if you are not 
satisfied with products purchased from Zazzle. 

http://mini5280.org/store/
https://www.zazzle.com/store/mini5280

