Hi, just a reminder that you're receiving this email because you are a MINI5280 club member. Don't
forget to add secretary@mini5280.org to your address book so we'll be sure to land in your inbox!

You may unsubscribe if you no longer wish to receive our emails.

MINI &5
80/ Newsletter

Greetings!

Happy February! President's Message

We've mixed up the look of our new sletter again! What do you think? R59 Roadster at Schomp

Don't forget, this month there is a Saturday meeting and drive on February 18th at Whatif we...

1:30pm. Meet up is at the Lost Coffee (LC) location on Limelight in Castle Rock, RUDEBOX's MINIin NAM 2012 Calendar
Colorado. See you there!

Thanks again to everyone w ho contributed to this month's new sletter! Without HPR Free Day - Dec. 2011

you, it w ouldn't be nearly as fun to read!
Coffee to Coffee Run

Sincerely, R59 Roadster at MoL
Kristan Yadao (Dittin) Upcoming Club Events
MINI5280 Secretary
Upcoming Non-club Events
What a great year so far, | hope all of you have had a great start to your new year and have
memories of a good Christmas and Holiday in December.
52 Welcome to the new MINI ow ners w ho braved the cool day to come visit and drive with all us old

80 hands.

We kicked off our MITM meetings for planning and had our first Saturday Club meeting and drive on
January 14. We were w ell received by Paul's Coffee, entertained by the local Blue Grass folks and
had 17 MINIs go on the Coffee to Coffee drive w ith a total of around 25 MINIs coming out for the short
meeting.
On the drive | had fun and tried to keep the pace reasonable since | w as lead and Jamie picked up the sw eeper role. Jamie
has volunteered to do the February meeting ride, Saturday February 18 and to w ork up the Icicle Rallye ride w hich will be on
Saturday February 25.

Iknow a lot of folks have other things they have to do or w ant to do on Saturdays, so come enjoy if you can. We are
alw ays looking for someone to map a ride and lead the fun.

Many of you w ho read the forums, the 5280 Facebook page or Motoring File Online have seen the recall notice for the 2007-
2011 R5X and 2011 R60 MINIs. If you are affected you wiill get a MINIUSA recall letter, remember this is only the TURBO
model MINI COOPER S, not the Super-Charged MINI. If your older MINI Turbo car has not burst into flame, the odds are that it
wi ill not in the next three months or so. If you're w orried, park out in the drivew ay or the street (poor cold MiNIs).

Details can be found on the forums, our 5280 area on NAM and in the news. As |said, get the recall done and continue to
enjoy your R56, R55, R60, this is why we have a car with a turbo, the fun factor.

So, trying to keep it brief, our next club meeting and drive will be Saturday, February 18 in Castle Rock, CO at Lost Coffee
(LC) the Limelight location. LCis ow ned by a MINI ow ner w ho supports the club by being a vendor at MinisinTheMountains
(MITM) w ith MINI grill badges and fine Motoring shirts.



See the events list below for other fine things to do w ith your family and your MINI.

Don Suiter - enjoying my MCS since June 2007.

By Don Suiter

On January 9, 2012 the new MINI COOPER Roadster R59 made
it's first Colorado appearance at Ralph Schomp MINI. The
previous w eek | w as alerted that one of the traveling pre-
production R59 Roadsters w as coming to Colorado for a cameo
visit.

Since | had to be dow n at Ralph Schomp MINI for other
business, | took the time to take pictures of the Roadster and to
visit w ith the staff at the dealership. A special Thank You to
Vince Quick for a call and invitation w hich w e extended to
MINI5280 members via our forum areas on NAM, M/A and our
Facebook/MINI5280 page.

A worthy MINI w hich | found to be quite comfortable, top w as easy to use and styling is top notch.

This roadster was a JCW model w ith the JCW body kit, black body color, 17 inch JCW black w heels, black headlamp
housings, JCW brakes and the JCW engine w ith 6 speed and a bunch of other features. It was a sw eet MINI!

A few photographs taken during my visit to illustrate the styling and features.







All the images can be seen at the link in my public Picasa album. :) Don

Every wonder how the club comes up with ride ideas and event activities? When linitially joined a
club in Chicago | assumed the club president had a magical bucket of past rides that he periodically
recycled. That may be partially true, but I've since learned that best events are the ones created and
led by a passionate club member. Notice | didn't say 'officer'. Anyone can come up with an idea.. In
fact, it's highly encouraged. And don't be intimidated; w e have a number of enthusiastic club
members that can step up and lend a hand!

How do you get an idea started?

- Reach out to an officer if you're in the early stages and uncertain of next steps. Officer email
addresses are on the club site HERE.
- If you're further along post to NAM under the MINI 5280 forum HERE. We have a number forum junkies ogling updates.



You'll be noticed and assisted!

Keep your eyes open as you motor. See a cool destination? Just motor some aw esome tw isties? Hear of an upcoming
event? They're all great candidates. The variety keeps the club fresh. Throw them out, and let's motor!

Kevin Bleicher
MINI5280 Vice President

Our former MINI5280 Secretary, Teena Craighill (RUDEBOX), has found
her MINI, Robbie, has made it into North American Motoring's 2012
Calendar! The convertible has taken its place on the July page.

The photo w as taken on the w ay to last year's AMVIV in Green River,
Utah.

Congrats, Teena!

Story and videos by Rich Craighill. Photos by Don Suiter.

The day started off early for most, Jacque and Tom came up w ay early from CO Springs and got to High Plains Racew ay
(HPR) before they opened at 9 am (35 to 40 Degrees cold)! There ended up being 6 or 7 MINIs. Don Suiter(Silver R56),
Jacque & Tom Fuller (Blue R55 and Red NSX), Chris Sarian(CF R53), Lloyd Rogers (Red R53), myself (Blue R53) and a few
other MINittes. |w as a little late and missed out on the 1st session, and had to w ait for the early sessions to finish (15
minutes) before | could hit the track. 1had new batteries in the GoPro's, with one facing forw ard (Don's) and one facing
rear (mine) and all set to warmup and rip up the track. On the warmup lap at turn 11, my GoPro thought it w as too cold for
the suction cup to hold and decided to do a roll off the back of BLU-BY-U.



HPR Free Track day(MINIs) - Wed. Dec. 28, 2011

Here is the video. If you listen at time 2:39 you will hear my GoPro falling off. Luckily it fell by a corner w orker w ho picked
up all the pieces (GoPro even sent me new latches). After the first session, | took off the other camera and w e just had a
blast the rest of the day, tearing up the tires dow n to the cord.



Clubman S Spin at HPR

Here is another video. This is of Jacque spinning her Clubbie. For future events make sure you register at HPR's w ebsite for
the new sletter to find out w hen the next Free day is. See everyone at the track!

Story by Don Suiter, Pictures by Kristan (Dittin), Eric (Bluefox280) Don (old81)

On January, 14, the club gathered for a meeting and a nice ride into the mountains. The Club Meeting w hich w as held at
Paul's Coffee and Tea in Louisville, Colorado w as brief and w ell attended. We shared Paul's w ith the Saturday Blue Grass
Jam, a group of locals w ho play most Saturdays, it was fun. Saturday is also Paul's cinnamon roll day, so | hope somebody
enjoyed w ith coffee.

We had about 24 MINIs attend and 17 MINIs headed out on the Coffee to Coffee run, it w as fun, not too sandy, no snow on
the roads and no w indshields w ere destroyed on Peak to Peak.



Here are a few pictures, more can be seen using the links on NAM in our MINI5280 forum area.






R59 Roadster at MINI of Loveland

By Erik Melander



With MINI USA releasing production slots for the new R59 Roadster
this January, they flaunted a production John Cooper L
Works (JCW) variant to several dealerships nationw ide. One of
those stops found its w ay to MINI of Loveland, w here | w as able to
have some one-on-one time in the show room. In w hat MINI may
consider its stealth color mode, it w as

masked in Midnight Black w ith the available black headlight
housings, painted R112 Challenge spoke w heels, and black canvas
top. Inside the theme continued w ith the instrument clusters and the
upholstery, only to be broken up by the Chili Red dash inlays and
door inserts.

The underpinnings of the Roadster are identical to the R56

hardtop, how ever the Roadster and Coupe have a more slanted and elongated w indshield that overall low ers the overall
height just over an inch. That shortened profile does reduce head room and upper visibility across the top of the w indshield,
w hich can seem claustrophobic w hen buttoned up in the Coupe. Solution to the cramped covering? Easy, enter in the
retractable rag-top on the R59, w here in a matter of seconds, passengers inside the dark cave of the cabin can peel

back the manual roof providing nearly a 360° view . And | did mean seconds to open; simply grab the roof level, twist to
unlock, and sw ing your arm back tow ards the trunk. The canvas is w ell counter-balanced requiring little to moderate one-
arm effort to lock it just behind the permanent roll-bar. If the windscreen is present betw een the tw o hoops of the roll-bar,
the canvas top release is accessible from outside the vehicle cabin.



Since the Roadster w as confined to the show room due to strict rulings on the mileage for a promotional vehicle, a drive in
the chilly evening w asn't contested. MINI notes that similar damping and suspension settings are stiffer for a more spirited
feel than the R56 hardtop. But even w ithout leaving the show room, the car did attract attention, especially w ith the top

dow n. The roll-bar and hoops are not only a desired safety item, but the design and implementation of them are impeccable
similar to a higher-price grand-touring convertible. The only debatable item that caught the eye w as w ith the roof up; sitting
in the cabin, you clearly see the non-insulated load bars that hold the canvas top shape and structure. It could be

an oversight, but then again MINI's engineering teamis expecting the top to be dow n more than up... and that's something I'd
agree w ith too. Because face it, there's too many sunny days here in Colorado not to peel back the top for a drive, even if
it's barely above freezing.



February 18, 2012/Saturday: Club Meeting and Drive, 1:00PM at Lost Coffee, Limelight Store Castle Rock,
Colorado. Drive by Jamie (lil Valentino), sign-up on North American Motoring (NAM) sign-up on the club calendar,
come drive with us.

February 25, 2012/Saturday: MINI5280 Icicle Rallye - drive by Jamie (lil Valentino) details and sign-up on North
American Motoring (NAM) sign-up on the club calendar, come drive w ith us. After the ride, lunch will be at Dillon
Dam Brew ery and then it's off to The Ice Castles! Admission is $10 per person. Don't forget your cameral

March 10, 2012/Saturday: MINI5280 Club meeting, details on NAM as w e get closer.

March 16, 2012/Friday: MINI5280 Dyno Day @ BoostCreep in Longmont, Colorado - Get your MINI base-lined for
pow er, this is a 4 w heel dyno so all MINIs can be dyno'd, R53, R56, R60, etc. We w ill have a National Tuner doing
tunes on Friday. Revolution Mini Works/Jan R. See NAM for details and sign-up on the club calendar, organized by
Dick's Garage on NAM.

March 24, 2012/Saturday: MINI5280 attends the Denver Auto Show as a group, see NAM for details and sign up
on the club calendar, organized by Kevin B our club VP.

June - 2012: Possible drive up Pkes Peak, this one is in very early planning, suggested by Shaw n Baily of Colorado
Springs.

August 2-5, 2012: MINIs In The Mountains (MITM) our MINI5280 event, see our MiNIsIntheMountainsw ebsite for
details, follow the MITM events areas on NAM, MA, and Facebook.

Daytona 500 Sunday February 26th @ 10 AM MST at Quaker Steak and Lube in Westminster, CO organized by
Kurt Hansen of Race Central TV/Radio.

March 17th, 10:00am-2:00pm, Saturday: Woodrow Wilson Academy's 2012 Car Show . See NAM for details.

April 21st-22nd, 2012: Rocky Mountain Vintage Racing Drivers School, enter the precision drivers school, see
details at the RMVR w ebsite.



e June 8-12, 2012: MG Car Club, Rocky Mountain Centre's 60th Annual Rallye Glenw ood Springs. Contact is Stephen
Hart, see NAM for information in the MINI5280 area.

e February 4, 2012 Saturday: Cars and Coffee - 95th and Arapahoe Rd - Lafayette, CO. Meet in the parking lot near
Zamparelli's ltalian Bistro around 8AM.

Motor On!

If you'd like to submit a story, photo, event, ride, or anything else MINI to an upcoming new sletter, please send an email to
secretary@mini5280.org.

Craven Speed has informed MINI5280 that they wiill be extending a year-long
discount to all MINI5280 club members off any product ordered from them. Use

Save code M528010 for a 5% discount. The code will w ork any number of times and
is good all year long.

MINI Motoring Graphics has extended MINI5280 members a 10% discount on all
save purchases. Just use the code MINI5280 at checkout or mention MINI5280
w hen you place your order by phone. w w w .minimotoringgraphics.com

10%

Peak Eurosport has extended MINI5280 members a 10% discount. It is good
S ave on all parts and labor as w ell as Prima detailing products. Just mention that
you're a MINI5280 member. Check out their w ebsite or visit their store at 4745
1 00/0 Independence St., Wheat Ridge, CO 80033. 877-616-PEAK

Intrique Detail is Colorado's premiere exotic and luxury vehicle detailing
facility. Offering everything from exterior w ashing to full show prep, clear
Save bra, window tinting, and ClearPlex. Intrigue is truly a one stop shop. Mention
you are w ith MINI5280 and receive a 20% discount. 11100 W. 8th Ave.
200/0 Lakew ood, CO 80215, 303-482-1266

s Mini Mania is offering our club a discount on all orders. Just use code
aVe 5280MIN through 2012, good for 10% on all orders except sale items.

This email was sent to dittin03@yahoo.com by secretary @mini5280.0rq |
Update Profile/Email Address | Instant removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | Privacy Policy.

MINI5280 | PO Box 372095 | Denver | CO | 30237



