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President’s Message 
None of you need a reminder that things can be 
difficult right now. What gets me through these 
lean times is to focus on the horizon. So let’s take 
a moment to look at how things are improving. 

I know that many of you feel excluded from MINI 
Takes The States this year. For those that 
haven’t seen the details, MINI5280 is hosting the 
“Mini5280 Cruise to Calgary” drive from Denver to 
Calgary, Canada over Memorial Day Weekend. 

We will be picking up MINI clubs in Montana and Canada as we go. 
Every stop features unique opportunities that only exist on this 
route. Our Canadian ambassadors have day-trips planned that will 
take us through some fantastic drives. See the itinerary later in the 
newsletter, and more info in the Events section on the MINI5280 
Social Hub.   

At this time, we are still going ahead with the trip. So far, more than 
a dozen have confirmed that they are going, with another two 
dozen keeping it in mind. Understandably, many are waiting to see 
what the next few months hold. Our drive leader is still committed to 
go and she has the support of the club to help her. Additionally, the 
Montana and Canadian clubs are excitedly looking forward to our 
arrivals.  

Being in a car club does afford us a bit of luxury that many social 
groups do not have. We maintain our social distancing by the very 
nature of our interest. We cocoon ourselves in well-outfitted 
bubbles of sanctuary that allow us to gather in elegance and 
comfort. Granted, our group does miss out on the food aspect of 
the drive. I’m sure that some of you understand if I describe myself 
as an “Eater with a driving disorder”.  As one does, I shift my obsession to the “More Healthy” side of the dial. I 
remember that the point of the drive is the drive, not the food. Find the pleasure in the car.  

We will continue to have drives. We may have to have more drive-through, take-out, or picnic meals, but I’ll be 
there to talk with you. Watch the Events section on Facebook for popup drives. You can still reach me on the 
radio, or text me, or instant message. To be honest, these are my preferred methods anyway.  

I’ll see you on the roads - just remember to cough into your elbow and wash your hands.  

–Chris Hudson, President  
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Club Officers: 
Chris Hudson, president@mini5280.org 

Jose Bonilla, vicepresident@mini5280.org  

Erin Shay, treasurer@mini5280.org  

Kim Pirri, secretary@mini5280.org 

Find us online! 
Website: http://mini5280.org/ 

Facebook: MINI5280 Social Hub 

Our national event: MINIS In the Mountains 

Our northern sister club: MiniCOW- Minis of 

Colorado and Wyoming 

Our southern sister club: Southern 

Colorado MINIs (SOCOM) 

Colorado’s Classic Mini Club: Minis of the 

Rockies (MOTR)  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/MINI5280SocialHub/events/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MINI5280SocialHub/events/
mailto:president@mini5280.org
mailto:vicepresident@mini5280.org
mailto:treasurer@mini5280.org
mailto:secretary@mini5280.org
http://mini5280.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MINI5280Conversations/
http://minisinthemountains.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/minicow/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/minicow/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/114516478633973/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/114516478633973/
http://www.minisrock.com/
http://www.minisrock.com/
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Welcome New Members! Let’s Motor! 
Look for your new member packet in the mail this month! This includes everyone that’s registered since 

January to date!  

  Sue Hurst 
 Daniel Haney 
 Torin Reed 
 Kate Theilacker 

 Tara Hunter 
 Carson Giardini 
 Art Crow 
 Patty Crow 

 

 

Membership Info 
Visit MINI5280.org at the following links to check your membership status and to find out how to renew.   

Remember, your $40 family membership supports the club’s ability to provide food and drink at meetings and 
annual events, tagging cards, member name badges, and to support our biennial national event, MINIs in the 
Mountains.  

General Membership Info Renewing Your Membership To Check Your Expiration Date 

 

 

  

http://mini5280.org/membership/
http://mini5280.org/msr-renewing-member/
http://mini5280.org/msr-help/
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What Happened In January & February 

MINI5280 Luau 
Article: Kim Pirri – Photos: Rhonda Johnson & Kim Pirri 

We do enjoy a good party and this year’s MINI5280 Luau was another testament to that fact!  Around 40 
people came together to celebrate another fun year of MINI5280, to welcome new members, see old friends, 
thank the outgoing officers, and, of course, eat some good food!   

Thanks to Rhonda, Erin, Eleanor, Whitlow, Chris, Carl, Shawn, Kimberly, Debbie, Becky, and Nadine the 
planning team for putting together another fun celebration!  Special thanks to Eleanor and Whitlow for 
arranging the space; to Erin, Rhonda, Jeff, and Elsa for wrangling the food; and to Chris for providing the 
awesome Spam Musubi!   

Lastly, to thank Rhonda Johnson for her service as Club President for nearly four years, the Club presented 
her with a custom phone mount!  

 

 



 February/March 2020 

4 

 

 

 



 February/March 2020 

5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
  

 
Did you know that MINI5280 is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization? That 

means that all the funds the club takes in are used to support club 
insurance, website, events, and activities! If you’d like to support the club 

further, consider making a tax deductible donation to MINI5280 to help with 
club expenses, including the upcoming 2021 MINIs in the Mountains!  

http://mini5280.org/donate/
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Beeline to Skyline 
Photos (in order of appearance): Chris Hudson, Cindy Munch, Lily Cote 

Skyline Drive in Cañon City is a favorite!  

If you missed this run, there will probably be another one later this year! 
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Interested in the Cruise to Canada? 
Are you thinking about joining the MINI5280 Cruise to Canada over Memorial Day weekend? As of now, the 
event is ON!  Here’s the hotel info.  Look for more details in the next Newsletter and on the Facebook event!  

 There’s a group leaving early, on Thursday, May 21 from Cheyenne.  Leeds Pickering (DL Pickering on 
FB) is organizing this group. Staying in Sheridan, WY at the Hampton Inn Thursday night:  
https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/shewyhx-hampton-sheridan/?SEO_id=GMB-HP-SHEWYHX  

 The main group is leaving Friday, May 22. Everyone will meet in Great Falls, MT and stay at the 
O’Haire Motor Inn:  https://ohairemotorinn.com/  

 Folks from the Edmonton Club will be joining us at the Calgary hotel, so get your room here ASAP. 
Decide if you will leave Monday, May 25 or Tuesday, May 26.  Drive leader is leaving Tuesday. Four 
Points by Sheraton Calgary West:  https://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/yycfp-four-points-hotel-and-
suites-calgary-west/?scid=bb1a189a-fec3-4d19-a255-54ba596febe2 

 Drive leader will be staying in Butte, MT Tuesday night.  Accommodations to be determined.  

Upcoming Events 
Learn more about upcoming events at the Calendar on MINI5280.org and on the Events tab on the MINI5280 
Social Hub. Check back often because drives are regularly added!  Popup drives are great for combating 
social distancing boredom. You, too, can post a drive!   

 May 22, 2020 – MINI5280 Cruise to Calgary 
 2021 – MINIs in the Mountains 

Some events that were scheduled earlier this year were postponed for various reasons.  Keep an eye out for 
these events to be rescheduled: 

 Rumble at Rambler Ranch 

Special Request from a Sister Club 

High Plains Motoring Society, shared an upcoming event, the 
Great River Road Tour “Meet me at the MINIssippi”, that’s 
planned for April 29-May 3, 2020.   

The route travels from St. Louis, MO, through Quincy, IL and 
Davenport, WI, ending in Dubuque, IA.  Learn more at the High 
Plains Motoring Society’s Facebook page or by contacting Jonathan 
Souza at JonathaninDenver@gmail.com.  

This could be another alternative to MINI Takes The States if you’re 
not able to make the Cruise to Calgary!  

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/shewyhx-hampton-sheridan/?SEO_id=GMB-HP-SHEWYHX
https://ohairemotorinn.com/
https://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/yycfp-four-points-hotel-and-suites-calgary-west/?scid=bb1a189a-fec3-4d19-a255-54ba596febe2
https://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/yycfp-four-points-hotel-and-suites-calgary-west/?scid=bb1a189a-fec3-4d19-a255-54ba596febe2
http://mini5280.org/calendar-2/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MINI5280SocialHub/events/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MINI5280SocialHub/events/
mailto:JonathaninDenver@gmail.com
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Vendor Discounts 
Click the image to link to Artistic Reflection’s website!   

 

BUY ME! MINI5280 Badges & Stickers 
Are your MINI5280 badges, stickers, and decals showing their age?  Get new ones online at MINI5280’s 
website! Prices include shipping!  http://mini5280.org/store/ 

 

  

http://mini5280.org/store/
https://www.artisticreflection.com/
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MINI5280 Merchandise 
Remember to visit our store at CafePress! Just click on the logo of your choice and see what fun things you 

can order! MINI5280 CafePress Store 

 

Secretary’s Note 
Y’all, I’ll say it again, this Newsletter is for you! Send in ideas for features you’d like to see! Send in your 
favorite photo from your favorite run and tell us the story!  Got a favorite MINI (or Mini!) related vendor?  Let us 
know so we can see if they’ll offer a club discount. Send them to Secretary@MINI5280.org. Be safe, stay well, 
and motor on!   

Kim Pirri, Secretary 

http://www.cafepress.com/mini5280
mailto:Secretary@MINI5280.org
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