
NEWSLETTER 
July 2020 

Officer’s Message 
Hello!  Recently, we’ve been seeing a bit of feedback on the 

MINI5280 communication strategy.  Some folks have mentioned 

that they are missing events on MINI5280 Social Hub on Facebook 

and would like to receive emails.   

Over the years, past officers have received feedback that email 

should be reserved for specific club business such as meetings and 

member-only items such as voting in the T-shirt Design Contest 

and Officer Elections, and not for drive announcements, etc.  The 

vast majority of folks prefer to interact with each other and receive 

club info on the Social Hub.  We prefer to set up events on the 

Social Hub so that we can get an idea of attendance, etc., and have 

a common place for folks to ask questions and interact with others 

regarding that specific event.  We recommend that members set 

their Facebook nortifications for the Social Hub to ALL to avoid 

missing any events or conversations of interest.  Additionally, it is 

possible to get notifications from Facebook sent to your email 

inbox, so that you do not have to log in to the website or app. 

MINI5280 also maintains an online calendar at MINI5280.org, which 

shows the upcoming drives (those that aren’t same day pop-ups) 

and other club activities.  Find the calendar here:  

http://mini5280.org/calendar/  If you are a Google Calendar user, 

you can add the MINI5280 calendar to your own simply by clicking 

the +Google Calendar button at the bottom of the screen. 

We have looked into other communications methods and platforms 

and find these options to be most viable for the club at this time.  

Please reach out to Secretary@MINI5280.org with any suggestions 

you may have.  –Kim Pirri, Secretary 
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Club Officers: 
Chris Hudson, president@mini5280.org 

Jose Bonilla, vicepresident@mini5280.org  

Erin Shay, treasurer@mini5280.org  

Kim Pirri, secretary@mini5280.org 

Find us online! 
Website: http://mini5280.org/ 

Facebook: MINI5280 Social Hub 

Our national event: MINIS In the Mountains 

Our northern sister club: MiniCOW- Minis of 

Colorado and Wyoming 

Our southern sister club: Southern 

Colorado MINIs (SOCOM) 

Colorado’s Classic Mini Club: Minis of the 

Rockies (MOTR)  
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Welcome New Members! Let’s Motor! 
Look for your new member packet in the mail this month!  

 Brian Cradick 

 Timothy Donohoo 

 Craig Dukes 

 Jenna Miller 

 Freddie Plumley 

 Vincent Quick 

 James Taylor 

 

Upcoming Club Meeting 
MINI5280 August Meeting – Saturday August 1, 2020, Noon to 3 PM! 

Let's get together and talk about the fun things we've done so far, catch up with long, lost friends and talk 

about what we have planned for the second half of 2020.  We have some great things to discuss like Yalla 

Yalla 2020, updated plans for the Calgary run, our new merchandise portals and more!  Bring a fun hat, a cool 

shirt or position yourself for an epic background. We’re looking forward to seeing you! 

Conference Call Info: 

Dial-in number (US): (605) 472-5309 

Access code: 459554# 

International dial-in numbers: https://fccdl.in/i/president2488 

Online meeting ID: president2488 

Join the online meeting: https://join.freeconferencecall.com/president2488 

For additional assistance connecting to the meeting text 'Call Me' to the Dial-In number above and you will be 

called into the conference. Message and data rates may apply. 

Upcoming Events 
Learn more about upcoming events at the Calendar on MINI5280.org and on the Events tab on the MINI5280 

Social Hub. TBD events will be added to the Calendar and Events tab as dates are finalized.   

Check back often because drives are regularly added!  You, too, can post a drive or meetup!  Popup drives 

and meetups are great for combating social distancing boredom. Friendly Reminder:  Check your Notification 

settings!  Turn on “All Notifications” to make sure you don’t miss out on anything!   

 TBD August/September 2020 – Countryman Drive 

 September 7, 2020 – Minis Around the Corner’s Grand Junction/Moab, UT Labor Day Rally 

 TBD September/October 2020 – Fall Color Run 

 October 17, 2020 – Yalla Yalla (A driving adventure! Stay tuned!) 

 Memorial Day Week 2021 – MINI5280 Cruise to Calgary 

 Summer 2021 – MINIs in the Mountains 

  

https://fccdl.in/i/president2488?fbclid=IwAR3EnYQM4a2UP2HPNQOsvxfS0UfNandTI7SP8q1CKKr7bhWm6UAQEhkNTmo
https://join.freeconferencecall.com/president2488?fbclid=IwAR0AW11PcSiJ-oHQVOsNOGoeYWd3SveR7lIz8LdAxA1SA2ugI2sLCh1tUc8
http://mini5280.org/calendar-2/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MINI5280SocialHub/events/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MINI5280SocialHub/events/
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2020 MINI5280 Design Contest Gear! 

Available for a LIMITED TIME!  Get your order in by 
August 11!  

T-shirts, Long Sleeves, and Hoodies are available in  
sizes XS through 4XL. Hoodie also available in 5XL. 

https://inkswellprinting.com/mini5280 

 
Congratulations again to Taylor Krug for her winning design!  MINI5280 selected Inkswell Printing, a small 

business out of Glenwood Springs, CO, to screen print the winning design this year after resounding approval 

of their work on the MINIs in the Mountains gear in 2019.  Items will be screen printed with the full color design 

in center chest as shown in the samples above. 

  

https://inkswellprinting.com/mini5280
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MAC Funnel Cake Drive 

Article & Photos: Chris Hudson 

June 13, 2020 – When I first heard that Jeremy Kuchera was planning a 300 mile drive for funnel cakes, I had 
to question the goals. Don’t get me wrong funnel cakes are awesome. I have taken my kids to Lakeside 
Amusement Park, not for the rides, but for that funnel cake stand. (If you don’t know what I’m talking about, I’m 
sorry, you’ve missed out.) But this drive seemed excessive to me.  

Originally, I wasn’t planning on going. With everything going on, I was resolved to stay at home, save my 
vacation time and keep working from home. But the more I looked around at my four walls, the more some 
time on the open road started to sound appealing. That and my wife was starting to give me that “Don’t you 
have someplace else to be?” look. We love each other, but we love our time to ourselves too. So I booked a 
hotel stay in Farmington, NM and took Friday off to travel. 

The route Jeremy planned started on Saturday in Farmington, NM in the morning. So those of us in Denver 
needed to drive down the day before. Some of us took the whole Friday to drive down. Some needed less 
travel time and started later. This was almost an adventure in itself. Farmington is southwest of Durango and 
quite a ways removed from the Interstates. This afforded us of a sneak peak of parts of the planned route. We 
trekked through Buena Vista, Poncha Springs and Saguache before 
I realized this was only the halfway mark of our journey. The scope 
of this drive was starting to sink in.  

When we got to Highway 160 headed to Pagosa Springs, I fell in 
love. This was my first time driving on Wolf Creek Pass. This is the 
kind of road that MINIs were made for. Sweeping turns, wide lanes, 
beautiful views, that weird right-angled tunnel and the exciting 
switchbacks. By the time we stopped in Pagosa Springs, I needed a 
break to process.  

We stopped in a funky gift shop called the Magenta Moose 
Mercantile and collected ourselves. I also collected a fun bumper 
sticker celebrating Peace, Love and Tacos. It was a good find.   

Recentered and bestickered, we continued on past Chimney Rock 
and made the big left outside of Durango. With the sun gracing the 
horizon, we rolled into Farmington and proceeded to our next goal, 
dinner at Infinite BBQ. With the sun setting, we met up with the local 
MINI owners and shared in the bounty of hickory-smoked meats.  

Like many of the early 
morning meetups 
before drives, 
everything happens 
too fast. Showers take 
too long, you only just 
get your coffee before 
the drive leader is 
going over the route 
and it’s time to buckle 
up and head out. But 
now instead of just the 
two of us, we were 18 
cars strong. We were 
quite a sight when we 
took over the Santa 
Rita Park.  



 July 2020 

5 

We drove through Durango to Dolores, stopped for pictures and eventually made our way to Telluride for 
lunch. As is typical for mountain vacation towns, it was difficult to travel as a pack in town for lunch. We split up 
and raided the town for foodstuffs. I opted for the grocery store deli and a nap in the car.  

 

From there, we looped around the north side of Mt. Sneffels and stopped in Ouray to visit Box Canyon Falls. 
The hike trail up to the falls is short, yet breathtaking. Only slightly because I’m out of shape. Also because I 
don’t like heights. Mostly it was the spectacular view. 
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Refreshed from our hike, we hopped back in our cars and headed down the infamous Million Dollar Highway 
aka US 550. Festooned with switchbacks, shear drops and no guardrails, this section of road is a thrill ride in 
itself. I dislike heights, but nothing was going to keep me from my goal of funnel cakes.  
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As we entered Silverton, the sky became leaden and the thunder echoed through the valley. In spite of the 
weather, we lined up for our funnel cakes. And we weren’t the only ones. A group of motorcycles was just 
leaving as we arrived. We nodded in mutual acknowledgement for our vehicles and our mutual love of funnel 
cakes.  

Crispy and sweet, with generous toppings, the funnel cakes were worth the drive. A silence fell as we enjoyed 
the treat and listened to the ominous thunder roll. Finally, rain, hail and the setting sun urged us to get back on 
the road. 
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As we approached Durango again, our group whittled down more and more. The Kucheras collected dinner 
and led us to their home outside of La Plata, NM. The sun had set, we gathered around a fire and enjoyed 
tacos from Zia Taqueria as heat and the humidity of the day drained away. I looked at my new “Peace, Love 
and Tacos” bumper sticker and felt that today had been full of all three.  

The peaceful serenity of the Rockies.   The love of good friends, fun cars and funnel cakes.  And tacos. 

Feeling my own energies draining, we left our hosts and completed our circuit to Farmington. We were tired, 
full of good food, reconnected with our friends and ready to go home.  

If I was back in that situation and my weird Uncle Artie was pinning me down with the “What are your goals?” 
question. I’d have the answer: tacos, good friends and funnel cakes.  

 

 



 July 2020 

9 

ROAM if You Want To… 

Article: Rhonda Johnson, Photos: Rhonda Johnson & Kim Pirri 

June 21, 2020 – Sunday June 21st was several months in the making.  The idea popped into my head one day 
way back in January, while browsing Facebook and seeing the infamous Indian Hills Community Center 
Sign.  I remembered a club drive a really long time ago passing it, and I hadn’t been by there since.  But 
wouldn’t it be really fun if they could give us a MINI-themed sign for a drive?  I sent a message to Chris to run it 
by him to see if he would be up for something like that.  Chris said he followed Indian Hills on FB and he would 
send them a message.  Vince from Indian Hills messaged Chris back that day and said that would be 
awesome!  So the planning began. 

I drove up and down Parmalee Gulch multiple times, and then decided that the snow was just too much for the 
drive at this time.  I messaged Chris and said we might have to wait until spring until the snow melts and the 
parking lot wasn’t as muddy.   In the meantime I looked around for routes to the Community Center since it 
really isn’t that far out of town.  I had the majority of the route planned. 

And then…COVID.  Ugh. 

Everything went on the backburner for a little while.  I was good and stayed at home.  But then when the 
restrictions started lifting, I was back out on the road looking for our route.  By the end of May I had it planned 
out.  Chris and I took off one Saturday and went scouting.  We drove the route and it was “okay”, and then we 
just started driving.  We passed a couple roads and wondered where those went, so we decided to find 
out.  Shadow Mountain Road was one of those that was a great surprise.  Tons of twisties.   These roads 
became a part of the “New and Improved” route!  Then we had to update the ending spot for COVID 
precautions and decided up on The Reel Factory.  It was all set…except for the MINI-themed sign. 

I got home and put my thinking cap 
on.  Carl was using his super-duty cap 
too.  I was looking through Pinterest for 
inspiration and found the perfect old 
MINI ad.  The ad stated “All roads lead 
to ROAM”.  That was it!  I tweaked it a 
bit (with Carl’s wordsmithing help), to 
say “MINI Coopers may not be Italian… 
but all their roads lead to 
ROAM”.  Chris shot that over to Vince 
and we had our sign! 

I wanted the sign to be a big surprise 
for everyone, but I wanted to tie in the 
name of the drive to it, so with help 
from the B-52’s, our drive became 
“ROAM…if you want to.” 

It was awesome day and everyone 
loved the sign!  Vince from Indian Hills 
was awesome to work with and it 
turned out to be a great day for 
ROAMing!  
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MINI Independence Day 

Article & Photos: Kim Pirri 

July 4, 2020 – Well, for the 4th Annual MINI Independence Day Run, my first time leading it, we had to call a 
few audibles, as in last minute adjustments.  Mother Nature had her own plans for the day...  Massive 
thunderstorms starting around midday; hail was possible.  So, rather than our usual scenic route along 
Highway 40 and the side roads, we busted it up I-70 to Copper Mountain.   

After a quick pit stop, off to Leadville and then up to Independence Pass.  The rain started about two miles 
from the Pass, but then we were granted a slight reprieve at the top, just enough to get our photo ops in 
without getting soaked!  A group of 30(!) motorcyclists pulled in at the Pass from the Aspen side maybe 15 
minutes after we did!  They were a quick crew, got their photos taken, and beat us to the punch, pulling out 
right before our group.  I didn’t envy them at all; it was raining hard at that point.  We had to take it a bit slow 
heading back down to our next photo op at Twin Lakes. 
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At Twin Lakes, we had a great line up and some rather neat photos of clouds over the lakes and our MNIs. 
But, I realized we were between the storms and if we headed over to Turquoise Lake to our original lunch spot, 
we’d be right back into it.  So, a socially distanced, sit in our cars, lunch ensued.   

 

Hanging out a Twin Lakes actually provided an opportunity.  Folks weren’t pot committed by location to a 
particular route home.  Some of the crew took off for Highway 285, one intrepid car went northwest on Highway 
24 to Camp Hale and Vail Pass and holy smokes, a torrential downpour, as reported to me later, while the rest 
of us backtracked through Leadville, stopping for some Palisade “California” peaches on the way to Copper 
Mountain.  Another quick stop at Copper (hah, it hailed BEFORE we got there!) and home down I-70!  
Although the weather was not on our side, the lack of traffic and beautiful scenery were, along with the 
camaraderie of like-minded car enthusiasts!  Thanks to all that joined!  
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Membership Info 
Visit MINI5280.org at the following links to check your membership status and to find out how to renew.   

Remember, your $40 family membership supports the club’s ability to provide food and drink at meetings and 
annual events, tagging cards, member name badges, maintaining the website and required insurance, and to 
support our biennial national event, MINIs in the Mountains.  

General Membership Info Renewing Your Membership To Check Your Expiration Date 

 
 

Vendor Discounts 
Click the image to link to Artistic Reflection’s website!   

 

http://mini5280.org/membership/
http://mini5280.org/msr-renewing-member/
http://mini5280.org/msr-help/
https://www.artisticreflection.com/
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BUY ME! MINI5280 Badges & Stickers 
MINI5280 badges, stickers, and decals are available online at MINI5280’s website! Prices include shipping!  

http://mini5280.org/store/ 

 

MINI5280 Logo Merchandise on Zazzle! 
Pint glasses were recently added!  Visit the store here:  https://www.zazzle.com/store/mini5280 

 

IMPORTANT NOTE: All logos and graphics offered by the MINI5280 Zazzle store are the property of the MINI5280 club 
and are intended for the personal use of purchasers. Please review the details of your selected items prior to purchasing 
and understand the Zazzle 'Return Policy' (scroll to bottom of any page), as MINI5280 is not responsible if you are not 
satisfied with products purchased from Zazzle. 

http://mini5280.org/store/
https://www.zazzle.com/store/mini5280

